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‘neighbour!

Artist Yinka llori welcomesyou
to our Love LocalfAwards
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THE UK’S FIRST

WI-FI

Only BT’s hybrid broadband gives you an
unbreakable home connection backed up by 8

Why settle for anyone else? BEYOND
Search BT hybrid broadband. LIMITS

88% UK availability. 4G coverage and BT fibre required. 4G network connection takes up to 175 seconds. To verify visit BT.com/verifyhybrid




FASHIONING MASCULINITIES: THE ART OF MENSWEAR AT THE VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM, LONDON, 19 MARCH
—6NOVEMBER 2022. IN PARTNERSHIP WITH GUCCI. NUDE 1, LONDON, ENGLAND, APRIL 2016 © ANTHONY PATRICK

MANIERI; LOVE LOCAL AWARDS: NEXT DOOR RECORDS, PHOTO ALEX LAMBERT; VEGANUARY: DOM'S SUBS

Inside Leap year

There’s a ton of excellent stuff to

This issue of Time Out look forward to in 2022, not least
in no time at all ‘Fashioning Masculinities’ at the V&A
PAGE 31

N
#winning

We had more than 100,000 votes

in our Love Local Awards — for the
venues and businesses you love

PAGE 20

All good

Never mind Veganuary —these
plant-based plates are simply some
of London’s tastiest dishes

PAGE 43

u [} L]
Life is a cabaret, Chaotic
old chum cabbages
Our verdict on Eddie Redmayne’s Allison Katz's paintings feature naked
latest tricksy stage outing (spoiler: it’s men in fields of bulls, chickens and
good but he’s not the best thing in it) quite a lot of troubling brassica
PAGE 40 PAGE 41
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London Editor L

@j_mackertich

I came out of my house this morning and headed to the
station (five minutes away). I said hi to Tony, who owns our
local grocery; Gordon, who runs two bars nearby, pedalled past
—Isaid we might be in later; I gave a quid to Nick who sits under
the railway bridge every day. Honestly, it was like that scene in
‘The Godfather I’ with Don Fanucci in his white suit.

This is my neighbourhood. In 40 years of living in London,
it’s the first place I've felt properly part of, not just a squatter.
It repeatedly saved me over the last two years: if I felt alone,
or alienated, or lost, there was always something happening,
someone putting their heart and soul into their business, and
there were always people wanting to support them. This issue,
we reveal the winners of 2021’s Time Out Love Local Awards,
celebrating the London restaurants, pubs, cafés, venues and
shops that YOU nominated and YOU voted for (more than
100,000 times). As our cover star, artist Yinka Ilori, says:
‘These places are the fabric of communities. If we take away
the independent brands and shops, what is London about?’

Couldn’t agree more, especially on this chilly winter morning.

THE EDITOR’S ESSENTIALS Three things you have to do in London

BOOK this SEE this

The exhibition ‘Van Gogh Self- The nice people at Happy Face Pizza Pedro Almodévar’s latest movie,
Portraits’ at the Courtauldisone of  in Victoria are offering 50 percent off ‘Parallel Mothers’, is a total belter,
2022’s hottest art tickets. Hit that all their artisanal output throughout and | advise you to go and watch it

booking button right now. January —happy times indeed! as soon as possible.

@timeoutlondon f facebook.com/timeoutlondon , @timeoutlondon ‘?“ timeout.com/news
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VAN GOGH: SELF-PORTRAIT WITH BANDAGED EAR, 1889. THE COURTAULD, LONDON (SAMUEL COURTAULD TRUST)
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For information about McPlant,™ see McDonalds.co.uk/McPlant

o  Although McPlant is prepared with care, we cannot guarantee it will be allergen free — please
BEYOND M E AI see our allergen booklet instore or our website for more details. Served after 11am. Available
nationally from January 5th. Subject to availability. © 2022 McDonald’s.

Beyond Meat® and the Logo are registered trademarks of Beyond Meat Inc.



FROM CLIMB RIDES
TO BOOTCAMPS
STRENGTH
MEDITATION
CYCLING

YOGA
STRETCHING
RUNNING
PILATES

BARRE

BOXING

AND EVERYTHING
IN-BETWEEN

g PELOTON

DISCOVER THE PELOTON BIKE+
AND TREAD AT ONEPELOTON.CO.UK



Internet connection and Peloton All-Access Membership required
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Or pay suppliers with Barclaycard
and each transaction you make
gives you cash to put back into
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Why 2022 is the year of making plans

Booking in advance used to be just for organised people, but after almost two years of uncertainty,
Chris Waywell explains why we could all do with some things to look forward to

REMEMBER BOOKING STUFF?
Well, it’s back. Restaurants,
“8Y  bars, exhibitions, trains, a weird

& countryside B&B, gigs, plays, maybe

\ even - gasp — a holiday abroad...

In 2022, I want an inbox full of “Your booking
is confirmed’ subject lines. I'm going to go and
see ‘Francis Bacon: Man and Beast’ at the RA at
least twice. I saw the last big Francis Bacon show
in London and then booked to go and see it in
Madrid, which was ace, because there was only
one other person in the gallery. I might do that
again. Meanwhile, I'm going to book a train to
Cambridge and book to see an Ai Weiwei show
at the brilliant Kettle’s Yard. While I'm about it,
T'll book somewhere for dinner.

Here’sthething. Bookingahead is great.
Actually doingstuffis great too, of course, but
nothingelse delivers the mini endorphin rush of
bookingsomething. Whetherit’sa huge festival
oratablefortwoinalocal curry house, it always
feelslikealittlelottery win. IfIcan book tickets to
therevival of Jerusalem’in April, I'll feel like this
yearhasn’tbeeninvain.IfIcan wanderround the
Royal Festival Hall with a floppy pint before one of
the not-quite-loud-enough acts at Grace Jones’s
Meltdown, I'll have had a happy summer.

Therewasatime, notsolongago, whenbooking
seemed to be falling out of favour. You went places
onawhimand queued. Sometimesthey’d let you
leave the queue and they’d text you. Joy. But the
forward-planninglandscape haschanged. And

11

that’sagood thing, because who likes queueing?
Now my ResDiary email isdigital gold dustasI
sweep past the poor saps beinginterrogated by
front-of-house staff: ‘...sorry, have you booked?’

The pointofabookingisthat you'reinvestinga
bitofyour presentselfin something yet to come.
It’sakeyhole glimpse into a brighter future.
Andthat, inacity which always offers endless
possibilities, isagreatand glorious thing.

Sogonuts. Repeatedly hit thatbigred ‘book
now’ button. Seethe ‘please complete ALLthe
fields’ error messages glow like runwaylanding
lights. Everylame advert—whether for SUVs
orbladder-leak protection -urgesustobe
‘spontaneous’ or we're failingtobe fun. Well, sod
that. Thisyear, weshould allhaveaplan.m

January 2022 Time Out London
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Manteca’s glorious
pig skin ragu
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What goes into the London plates

OLD COMPTON
STREET W1

THE STREET THAT CHANGED MY LIFE

J

that everyone bangs on about \

NO PARTS OF the pig are left behind at solution to use up the skin. ‘People have

Manteca, Shoreditch’s show-stopping said they could be in the hills in Northern
nose-to-tail restaurant. “We try to Italy when eating it, but that it also works
minimise waste as creatively as we can,’ in Shoreditch,’ says Leach. ‘It’s familiar
says founder Chris Leach. Its pig skin and new at the same time.” He explains
ragli — a burst of savoury goodness buried ~ what goes into it. ® Chiara Wilkinson

in shavings of parmesan — was born as a - 49-51 Curtain Road. £7.

The
crispy skin
‘We boil the skin until it's
really soft, dehydrate it, and
then deep-fryitsoittriples
in size. It’s lighterthan pork
scratching, and spicy. We
season itwith chilliand
fennel salt’

The texture
‘The crispy pig skin
is similarin texture to
Quavers or prawn crackers.
You can eat it however you
want, butit’s fun if you dip

the skin directly into
the ragu!

The taste
‘The ragl has quite
adeep flavour.There’s a
sweetness to it, but when the
chilli salt hits yourtongue,
there’s a real fiery moment
too-sothere’salot
goingon!

The
parmesan

‘We keep parmesan rinds
and ferment them with koji to
make an intense parmesan-

and-soy-sauce-like seasoning.

We add a little to the

ragu, and top with

parmesan!

The ragu
‘The sofrito vegetable
base is cooked foralong
time before adding the pig
skin, creating a rich taste with
alot of umami. It will stick
your lips together when
you eatit!’

Time Out London January 2022 12

‘Drag Race UK’ star Kitty
Scott-Claus on working
and playing in Soho

WHEN | MOVED to London
in 2010, my first gay night
out was on Old Compton
Street. We went to G-A-Y
Bar and drinks were £1.80.
Iwas like a kid in a candy
store. It felt like worlds
apart from Birmingham.

Oncelstarted doing
drag,suddenly Iwas
workingaround that area.
Iworked at Freedom Bar,
KuBar, Phoenix Arts Club—
everythingled backtoOld
Compton Street.Igotinto
dragonawhim, forattention
and freedrinks. Me and my
friend did ‘The Promise’
by Girls Aloud and we were
bad.Weworeblackleotards
thatwe’d rhinestoned
ourselves, looking really
hodgepodge. Butwith drag
it’sthedelusionthatgets
youthrough.’'mabitmore
polished these days.

IThave somany memories
ofthatstreet.Itold my friend
Iwasgoingaway for ‘Drag
Race’whilewalking down
it. 'vebeenonso many
datesthere.I'vebeenonso
many nightsout. And the
number of timesI've gone
toBalansand had a full
englishat4am...Ifindoubt,
Old Compton Streetitout. It
made melearnthatyoucan
beexactly whoyouwantto
beanditwill be celebrated
andloved. Youjust have
togo forit. mInterview by
Chiara Wilkinson
-> Kitty Scott-Claus is performing in
‘Drag Domination’ at The Clapham
Grand on Feb 9.

Explore more of the city at
timeout.com/thingstodo

PIG SKIN RAGU: BEN ROWE; KITTY SCOTT-CLAUS: MATTY PARKS
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We can't help being tasty. Why not judge
our award-winning tea for yourself today?
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HOW GREEN [t 7/

| 1S IT REALLY

Cutting back on meat? We ask experts how sustainable
the alternatives are

Wait, all those vegan burgers I've been eating
aren’t destroying the planet, are they?

Well, no. Butit’sworthlookinginto the eco-
credentials of meatalternatives. Carbon footprint
expert Mike Berners-Lee saysthat aburger made
outofsoya, oil, water and flavourings, creates
‘dramaticallyless carbon emissions’than abeef
burger. It’sacolossal loss of efficiency by putting
animalsinthesupplychain,’ hesays.

Great, I'll just get back to my burger then...
Hold up. For Sustainable Food Trust founder
Patrick Holden, things are more complicated.
‘Ttdepends how the crop was grown or how the
beefwas produced,” hesays.

Oh...Anything else we need to consider?
Thinkabout where your food is coming from. ‘It’s
notsustainable orsecure tobe dependent on food

fromthe otherside of the planet,’ says Holden.
Berners-Leeagrees: “The classicexampleis
Peruvian asparagus. Thathastocomehereon
anaeroplane, whichisacarbondisaster.’

Where does lab-grown meat fit into all of this?
Manufacturing carbohydrates or proteinsinthe
labisaround ‘50 times more efficient with today’s
technology’, says Berners-Lee. From a carbon
perspective, he says plant-protein burgers are ‘a
bigimprovement on beef’. But ultimately, using
solar panelsto ‘grow’ meatinthelabisway more
efficient than waiting for natural photosynthesis.

The verdict

Veganburgersareasolid optionifyou’retrying
toeat more sustainably. Buteventually, the lab-
grownstuffwillbe good for meat-eaters and the
planet. m Chiara Wilkinson

Time Out London January 2022

The most ridiculous
things we’ve overheard
in London this week

‘Baconisoverrated.
It’ssosalty and fatty
butwhatelsehasit
gotgoingforit?’

‘Tjustneedto
investinmy future
mouth-health.

‘TthinkI’ve found
away tointroduce
cricketsintoour
normal meals.’

‘Whothehellis
using Times New
Romaninthis
dayandage?’

‘Ifthere’saBavarian
honey cakeonthe
menu, orderit.

‘Youjustdon’tsee
grapplinghooks
anymore.’

‘Fish-and-chip
shopsdon’tdo
dessert,dothey?’

‘Wouldyou eat
acrispbefore
midday?’

‘When would you say
thatyou firstbecame
aware of kale?’

‘These profiteroles
aresweating
profusely.

~ T

Overheard something weird?
Tweet us #wordonthestreet
@timeoutlondon

FAKE MEAT: SHUTTERSTOCK; DABBADROP: BEN ROWE
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City life international

House of Music, Hungary

As restrictions ease and travel gets simpler,
this lot should definitely be on your radar

NEW YEAR, NEW stuff to do. Despite the
shitshow of the pandemic, a load of cultural
venues are opening around the world in 2022.
And we’re buzzed about it. Here are five of the
best places to visit across the globe this year.

Budapest’s super-stylish

music venue

Settoopen next week, House
of Music, Hungaryis a massive
concert hall featuringtwo
performance spaces, exhibition
areasandalibrary. Perhapsthe
most striking thingaboutit s
the100holesintheroofthat
allow naturallight, treesand
sound toinfiltrate the venue.

NewYork’s Broadway
museum

Ifyou’re headingtoa Broadway
show this summer, you may wanttogettherea
few hoursearly. That way, you’ll be able to explore
the brand-new Museum of Broadway, the first
institution dedicated to the history of the Great
White Way. The ‘backstage’ area, which spotlights
the unsung pros who make the shows happen
every day, sounds especially enlightening.

Time Out London January 2022

‘Game of Thrones’ Studio Tour

There’sanew Westeros pilgrimage to
saddle up your dragon for. The official
‘Game of Thrones’ Studio Tour opens next month
at Linen Mill Studios outside Belfast, which
wasa ‘GOT’ filminglocation. It will offer props,
costumes and sets, like Winterfell’s Great Hall.

Istanbul’s epic
art museum
The return of Istanbul

Modern, the city’s museum of
contemporary art, inanew

3 Belfast’s ultimate ‘GOT’ experience

designed by Renzo Piano, will

enliven aneglected stretch of
the Bosphoruswaterfront. The
museum will have expanded
gallery space, alongwith acinema
and designstore.

Japan’s Studio Ghibli theme park

Gearup for Hayao Miyazaki’supcoming

‘final’ film at the world’s first Ghibli Park,
settoopeninautumn near Nagoya (three hours
by train from Tokyo). You can expect rides, shops,
exhibitions and gardens, all themed around hit
animeslike ‘Spirited Away’.m Huw Oliver

16

CITY

ENVY

Great things that we
love in other cities

Gothenburg’s
hypnosis
experiment

The Gothenburg Film
Festival has fun coming
up with ways to keep
moviegoers challenged.
Previous editions have
seen audience members
locked in coffins and
sent alone to North
Seaislands. This year,
the festival is inviting
people to look deep into
its eyes... and fall into
atrance. The Hypnotic
Cinema screenings
starton January 30 and
are billed as a unique
experiment in which
audiences at the Swedish
city’s Stora Teatern will be
hypnotised before three
of the festival’s films. The
ideais to surrender to the
power of the movie. What
could possibly gowrong? m
Phil de Semlyen

Formore unique looks at
London life,head to
timeout.com/news

P16 HYPNOTIC CINEMA: GOTHENBURG FILM FESTIVAL
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London artist Yinka Ilori is single-handedly
brightening up our city. He tells us why local
places are so important. Portrait Adam Fussell

‘LONDON HAS a willingness to be open to
people, and to learn from differences,” says
artist Yinka Ilori, who was born and lives in
the capital. ‘Every place in London has its
own pocket of culture. You can go to Brick
Lane and get your curry, or go to south
[London] and get your jollof rice. These
places are the fabric of communities. If
we take away the independent brands and
shops, then what is London about?’
ForIlori, a British-Nigerian artist known
forsplashing popsof colouracrossthe
grey metropolis, community is allabout
openness, collaboration and unity —an ethos
thatisvery muchreflected in his work.
Lastyear, Iloriwonthe accolade of ‘Social
Saviour’in Time Out’s Best of the City Awards
forhisworkthatliterally brightensup our
environment. Who better, then, tointroduce
thewinners of our Love Local Awards, which
areall about championingthe city’s most
loved independentbusinesses, and are
voted forby Londoners? These are the kinds
of places helpinglocal communities thrive.
Communityisatthe heart ofeverything
Tloridoes. “Thebiggest thing for meisseeing
kidsand families play in those places [where
my workis] and creating memories, he says.
‘Talways feltempowered asakid, so the work

pio

19

Itrytodonowisaboutempowerment, love,
community and togetherness.’

Hisartisn’tin hiddenin galleries, it’s
partofthecity. [Artand] design should be
foreveryone, Ilorisays. ‘People who can’t
accessgalleriesshould be able toexperience
aninstallation or muralin a public space that
might make them feel a certain way.’

Tlori’s public artworks — from a pastel-
huedbasketball courtin Canary Wharftoa
rainbow tunnel in Wandsworth - will make
youstopand smile. Yow'llwanttotakea
picture, tellafriend, orjust pause and think.
They revisualise the city in slathers of paint
and remind youwhat’sso special abouta
particularlocal areainthefirst place.

Growingup on anestateinIslington, Ilori
spentalotoftime goingto Chapel Market
and Dalston’s Ridley Road tobuy fruitand
vegwith his parents. ‘Markets were always
whereIfelt most comfortable, he says. ‘They
weresuchinclusivespaces.Ithinkthat’s
thebeauty of growing up in amulticultural
environment. You can’tbuythatexperience.’

Now turn over to find out the winners of
thisyear’s Love Local Awards. From beloved
boozersto favourite cafés, these places make
thiscitywhatitis. m Chiara Wilkinson
-> See more of Yinka llori’s work at shop.yinkailori.com

->

January 2022 Time Out London



Love Local Awards

L

LOVE

Londoners really love their city. In this year’s Love Local

Awards, there were a whopping 100,000 votes as you guys
championed your favourite places in the capital. Now, we
can finally reveal who’s won... Photography Alex Lambert

North London’s most-loved
ub or bar
he Faltering Fullback

Finsbury Par

What’sthat, onaresidential

backstreet, hidden behind loads of

delightful foliage? Why, it’s north

London’slegendarysports pub

TheFaltering Fullback. The same

onethat made headlineslastyear

when hundreds of people queued
uptogetin, fromthecrackofdawn.

That’show sought-after its walk-in-

onlytableswerethenandstill are.

A properly bubbly atmosphere and

oneofLondon’s nicestbeer gardens

aretheicingonthe pubcake.

- 19 Perth Rd,N4.

South London’s most-loved
restaurant

Naughty Piglets Brixton
Despiteits mystifying name,
Brixton’s Naughty Pigletsis
tremendous. ItsUSPisallowing
naturaland orange winestoshine
by carefully choosing Anglo-French
dishestoserve them with. Margaux
Aubry, the Lyon-born proprietor,
dishesup mussels, duckrillettes
and other Gallicclassics alongside a
consistently intriguing selection of
vins naturels. Chapeau!

-> 28 Brixton Water Lane, SW2.

Your favourite central

London pub or bar

Bradley’s Spanish Bar Soho
Yes, thisjoint might have ‘Spanish’
initsname. Itssignage mightbe
painted in the colours ofthe Spanish
flag. But Bradley’sisaLondon
jointthrough and through. You
canalwaysexpectto find punters
spillingout of the tiny dive barjust

Time Out London January 2022
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off Oxford Street on Friday nights —
with the sense thatsome chaotic fun
isabouttogodownhanginginthe
airaround them. Regularsloveits
retrojukebox, with achangingline-
up of more than 20,000 singles.

- 42-44 Hanway St,W1.

London’s most-loved
live-music venue

The Roundhouse Camden
Perhapsnobuildingin the capital
chartstheupsand downsof London
like Camden’s Roundhouse. A
superb piece of Victorian civic
engineering, it fell intodisuse,

then by the 1960s it was hosting
happenings and gigsby The Doors

Bradley’s Spanish Bar I

Ao
" SOHO PuiSD

YOU SAY:

‘One of the last
freehouses leftin
central London.
Glad they survived
lockdown.
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g LONDON’S MOST-LOVED CAFE
> 1A R The Dusty
v : i Knuckle Dalston

= & o ‘There will probably be paint peeling

& off the walls and the radiator might be
broken,” says co-founder Max Tobias of
Dalston fave The Dusty Knuckle. ‘But
ultimately, you're going to get fed —and
the person serving you will be smiling.’
It might be a little chaotic, but that’s part
e i of what makes it so treasured.

If there is paint peeling off the walls,
you probably haven’t noticed, because
the baked goods at this beloved café are
? : so damn good. Its sourdough, pastries
: g v e and loaded sandwiches are all made
T B Y. in-house with quality ingredients.

e el S The bakery is also a training
organisation and social enterprise. It
b works with young offenders to develop
them into professionals. Tobias came
up with the conceptin 2014, after ten
years of working with young people
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and Pink Floyd, before becoming and comedy,soyou’llbe entertained engaged in gang-related offending.
derelictagaininthe 1980s. It has whileyougorge, ‘Asterixin ‘| wanted to involve young people in
sincehad anew lease oflife, and is Switzerland’-style, on melty cheese. bigger-picture projects, he says.
onceagainalandmarkmusicvenue - 40Redchurch St,E2. Along with co-founder Rebecca Oliver
withan outstanding programme of —afriend and chef — Tobias started
educationand workshopsforyoung ~ London’s most-loved up a bakery in a shipping container
Londoners. A truesurvivor. independent shop in Hackney, selling bread to local
- Chalk Farm Rd, NW1. Stone Mini Market restaurants and cafés.
Leytonstone Three years later, The Dusty Knuckle

East London’s most-loved London’s mini martsand moved to its current Dalston site and
restaurant cornerstores have always been partnered with prison rehabilitation
Bistrot Walluc Shoreditch integral to our city but, during charity Switchback to get more young
It’sanindisputable fact thatbeing the pandemic, we’ve become ) people on board. ‘People come
presented with a pot of hot molten especially grateful for their because it's not pretentious,’
cheeseandaload ofcarbstodipinto  existence.Soitmakessensethat says Tobias. ‘They can see there
itmakeseverythingbetter. It’sno thewinner of London’sbestindie are real people behind the
wonder, then, that Londonerslove shopwasn’tabougie ceramics brand and that hard work and
fondue specialist Bistrot Walluc. store or posh fashionspot:itwasa passion have gone into it.’
Decked outinvintage finds (think: slightly-fancier-than-the-average Chiara Wilkinson

¢ massive flamingos, porcelain cornershopin Leytonstone. Stone - Abbot St Car Park, ES.

¢  dogs, miscellaneousinstruments), Mini Market isknown by locals for

¢ thisgemservesup plattersthat itswide-rangingselection of tasty A"

& comewithashotoflimoncelloas produce and friendlyvibe. v, g ) 9

& standard.Italsohostslive music - 721 High Rd Leytonstone, E11. ; ‘\W - _
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Love Local Awards

Next Door Records
Shepherd’s Bush

With the buzz of an LP that needs flipping whirring
through speakers and shelves stocked with arty
bottles of orange wine, Next Door Records is the
sort of place you might expect to find in Hackney —
but probably not in Shepherd’s Bush.

‘We stand out in the area,” says Thom Parris, the
co-founder. ‘When we opened, the reaction was:
“We've always needed something like this.”’

Parris started selling secondhand records with
his pal Alfie Aukett in 2015. After meeting fellow
music-lover Louis Ray, they found the space and
launched a crowdfunder to get started. With lots
of DIY and ‘taking a shot whenever there was a
disagreement’, Next Door Records was born.

It has DJ decks, a bar serving coffee,
natural wine and local beer, and a record store
specialising in jazz, indie and drum 'n’ bass. At the
back, there’s an area for intimate gigs, DJ sets,
supper clubs and a rotating kitchen residency.
‘There are people who come in for a coffee,
orto dig for records, who'’ve been part of our
journey from the start,” Aukett says. ‘They feel
an emotional connection with us.’ Parris agrees:
‘We’ve met amazing locals,” he says. ‘People are
excited that something like this exists. If we had
done it in east London, maybe it wouldn’t have had
as much of an impact.’ Chiara Wilkinson
-> 304 Uxbridge Rd, W12.
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Central London’s
most-loved restaurant

Bao Various locations

Where Bao goes, ravenous
Londoners follow. The effortlessly
refined, handmade steamed-bun
specialist nolonger exists solely
initsoriginal (charming) poky
Sohovenue.King’s
Cross, Boroughand
Shoreditch all now

have impressively
uniqueiterations.
Buttoallof
thecity’strue

Baoheads, itis

that Lexington
Streetbranch

thatwill always

be the mini-

franchise’s spiritual
home.It’sgenuinely hard
tothinkof many restaurants
thatinspire as much affectionin
somany Londoners. That famous
combination ofbraised porkand
peanut powder isstill the taste of
thiscityin2022.

-> Various locations
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YOU SAY:

‘Fantastic vibe!
GreatDJs,
awesome beers
nd cocktails and
lovely staff.

West London’s most-loved
restaurant
Fed &Watered Acton
Chrisand Elly Walsh, the husband-
and-wifeteam behind Acton
restaurant Fed & Watered, have one
simple aim. They want puntersto
leave theirneighbourhood eatery
feelingthey’ve eatenand
drunkwell (hencethe
name)-athrowback
toChris’smum’s
approachto
having people
overwhen
hewasakid.
With acreative
cocktail listand
acomforting
menuincluding
buttermilk chicken
bites with gravy mayo,
roasts with all the trimmings
and toasted marshmallow crumble,
we reckon they’ve got that well and
truly covered. It’sthe kind oflocal
restaurant you'd be very, very happy
tolivedowntheroad from.
- 46 Churchfield Rd, W3.

BAO: ROB GREIG
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Time OutneedsYOU

Telluswhatyou
think aboutTime Out
magazine and we’ll put
youinadrawtowina
slap-up dinner fortwo
ata genuinely excellent
London restaurant.




Love Local Awards

Ritzy Brixton

One of London’s oldest purpose-built picturehouses,
the Ritzy has been an iconic Brixton institution since
itopenedin 1911, and even survived the Blitz. ‘It's
stood the test of time,” says manager Wayne Hall.

It's the kind of place that brings people together,
and not just strangers in the café who bond over their
shared love of niche film genres. Its unmissable
readograph (the signboard on the front of the building),
which was salvaged from a deserted cinema in
Hammersmith, has facilitated romcom-style wedding
proposals over the years, spelling out ‘Will you marry
me?’ for all of Windrush Square to see. ‘The thing
that | love the most is the community engagement,
says Hall. ‘People stop and stare and take pictures.’

The cinema’s film offering ranges from big
blockbusters to specialist fare (Icelandic folk-horror,
anyone?), and Upstairs at the Ritzy hosts events like
Reggaeoke, rare-soul nights and the regular Tuesday
evening Queenstown Sessions. The Ritzy is way more
thanjustacinema, it’s a cultural hub, where, as Hall
says, ‘there’s something for everybody’. Ellie Muir
-> Brixton Oval, Coldharbour Lane, SW2.

YOU SAY:

N/

‘Love this cinema.

Beautiful building,

great staff, comfy
seats and tasty

Time Out London January 2022

London’s most-loved

art galler

Dulwich Ixicture Gallery
Evenwithoutits world-class
collection of Old Masters (including
three Rembrandts), Dulwich
Picture Gallery would beaLondon
gem. Thebuilding, by neoclassical
genius SirJohn Soane, isthe oldest
purpose-built publicart gallery
inthecountryanda
masterpieceinitsuse
oflightand space.
Ithasinteresting
temporary shows,
anice (newish)
caféandthat
world-classart
collection.

- GalleryRd,SE21.

West London’s
most-loved pub
or bar

The Churchill Arms
Kensington

Part pub, part London legend, The
Churchill Armsisfamous forits
incredible display of basketsand

I

Dulwich Picture Gallery

planters. In full bloom, thisboozer
lookslike a psychedelictake on one
ofthose dystopian films where flora
take overacity. The interior, often
filled with a gratifying mix of young
and old punters, isexactly what
you'dwanta271-year-old-pubto
looklike: darkwood, plenty of space
and lotsof shiny brass beer taps.
Longlive London’s most colourful
and leafy drinkingspot.

-> 119 Kensington Church St, W8.

i, South London’s
j# most-loved
ub or bar
he Selkirk
Tooting
There aresome
pubswhere you
getapintofwarm
aleandabagofpork
scratchingsand that’s
your lot. But The Selkirk
doesthingsdifferently. From
aseasonal menu made with high-
qualityingredientstoafunction
roomthat hosts weddingsand
birthdays, to pub quizzes and board




DULWICH PICTURE GALLERY: ANTHONY WEBB

games, to cracking Sunday roasts,
thisplace hasall bases covered.
Infact,ifyoulike theidea of WFP
(working from pub), it welcomes
punterstousethespaceastheir
very own office on weekdays, with
bottomless coffee, decent wi-fiand
even use of their printer.

- 60 Selkirk Rd, SW17.

East London’s most-loved

ub or bar

ub on the Park
London Fields
PubontheParkbyLondonFieldsis
aclassicofthe ‘lazy summer drinks
venue’ genre. With its vast outdoor
drinkingterrace, it’salways beena
top choice for post-picnicbevson
longhotdays. And, with allthe bans
onindoor hangswe’ve had overthe
pastcouple of years, it’'sbecome
even more of a firm favourite. The
bestthingabout this pub, though?It
hasabloodyboulesset-up. Gameon.
- 19 Martello St, ES.

YOU SAY:

N/

‘This is where to go
forauthentic and
incredible laksa.
It's the real
deal!”

London’s most-loved

theatre or comedyvenue
SohoTheatre Soho

Sure, therewouldbeaLondon
comedy scenewithout Soho Theatre.
Butitsheartwould beripped out.
TheDean Street venue hasavirtual
monopolyon criticallyacclaimed
midsizeacts, and haslaunched

the careersofsuperstarssuchas
Phoebe Waller-Bridge. With three
lively venues and regular late-night
shows, plusanintriguingbill of
theatre and cabaret, it’s probably
thebusiestand vibiest programmed
venueinLondon, averitable one-
building Edinburgh Festival.

- 21 Dean St,W1.

NORTH LONDON’S MOST-LOVED RESTAURANT

Sambal Shiok Highbury

Lemongrass, chilli, coconut — these are the smells that fill your nostrils when you step inside Sambal
Shiok on Holloway Road. ‘It’s busy, loud and casual,’” says general manager Gabi Cekauskaite. ‘You can
see the kitchen, and if you sit outside you feel the buzz of the street. It’'s what you'd expect in Malaysia.’
Sambal Shiok was born in 2013, when founder Mandy Yin, who’s Malaysian-born Chinese of
Peranakan Nyonya heritage, decided to ditch her career in law and serve up delicious Malaysian food
to Londoners instead. Yin began doing pop-ups around the city and her food was a hit. In 2018, she
opened her first permanent restaurant on Holloway Road. ‘There was a queue outside for six months,’
Cekauskaite says. ‘One customer, who used to live in Singapore, was never able to find anything like
the laksa there in London. When he ate here, he was like: “This is exactly how | remember it.”” It's a
story that sums up the essence of Sambal Shiok. ‘It's not all about business,” says Cekauskaite.
‘People come here and have a laksa because it brings them good memories.” Chiara Wilkinson
- 171 Holloway Rd, N7.
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Read more about the awards at
timeout.com/lovelocallondon
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The South Bank’s
new LGBTQ+
community centre

Nearly 60 percent of queer spaces in London have closed in
the last decade, but this one is reversing that sad trend

SOMETIMES ALL WE really need isa
place to be our authentic selves. That can
be harder for some to find than others.
Nearly 60 percent of LGBTQ+ spaces in
London have closed in the last decade.
The London LGBTQ+ Community Centre,
which opened a six-month pop-up on the
South Bank in December, is looking to
buck that trend.

‘It’'sabout creating spacesthat
complementthe onesthat currently exist,’
saysJay Crosbie, co-director of the project.
Fromthe London Lesbian and Gay Centre
inFarringdon that existed until the early
’90s, to The Outside Project,acommunity
centre and homeless shelter, to Elop,
an LGBTQ+ centre offering social and
emotional support, London hasbeenhome
toarich network of spaces serving queer
people. ‘Somany othershavebeenlost,
says Crosbie. ‘We want tobringoneback.’

The first meeting forwhatbecamea
years-long mission was heldinan east

Londonpubin2017.The goal wastocreate
anintergenerational, sober, safe space
for membersofthe LGBTQ+community,
‘The party scene will always have its place,’
says Sarah Moore, another co-director.
‘Butwe’re tryingtobuild somewhere that
people canjust be, with no pressure on
them tospend money, performor drink.’
Aswellasacaféandlounge, the centre
providesevent space and resources for
mental and sexual health. ‘We’re trying to
createa first portof call foranyone with
questions,’ says Moore. Not just the LGBTQ+
community, but friendsand familylooking
tobebetteralliesand ‘people who might not
have any connection tothe community but
suddenly becomeimmersedinit’.
Aboveall, the centre feelslike awarm
hug, asigh oftotal relief. Twant people to
feellikeit’s a family,” says Moore. ‘And that
you're supported here, nomatter what.'m
Nicole Garcia Merida
- 60-62 Hopton St, SE1 9JH. londonlgbtqcentre.org

South Bank

Picked by South
Banklocal Wendy
Birch,owner of family-
runspecialty coffee
shop Sista Barista.

Welcome back. Tube it. Bus it. Train it.

Time Out London January 2022

LGBTQ+ CENTRE: MARTHA RAWLINSON;
STICKY MANGO: NITIN KAPOOR; CUBANA:

MARTINA O'SHEA
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Beany Green
‘There’s a little kiosk called
Beany Green up by the Royal
=7 Festival Hall. It's a cool spot and the
! coffee’s really good there. Originally,
itjust did coffee but now it does
cocktails as well. It's got a nice
little seating area too.
-> Belvedere Rd, SE1 8XX.

Sticky Mango
‘Areally lovely restaurant serving
Asian-fusion food. It does
areally good monkfish dish. It doesn’t
look busy from the outside but when you
gointhere’s a huge basement area:
it’s like walking into a secret party.
It’s pricy but really nice!
- 33 Coin St, SE1 9NR.

©

Covent
Garden

+©- Charing Cross

Embankment €,

Waterloo
EastTheatre
‘It's quite small and intimate,
underthe arches on Brad
Street right nearWaterloo East
station.They put on nice little
productions!
-> Brad St, SE1 8TN.

Southbank
Centre Food Market
‘It's on at the back of the Royal
Festival Hall every weekend.There’s
astall called the Curry Shack, run by
two local guys who sell different kinds of
curries made in huge pots. It’s really good
stuff: I like going fora curry and a chat”
-> Southbank Centre, Belvedere Rd,
SE1 8XX.

Southwark €

Waterloo €+

Lambeth North -

Archbishop’s
Park
‘It's a really nice park if you want
tositand relax. It's got a great
children’s area too. It's somewhere
| used to go as a child and still go
to now. It's very popular and
really well kept.
- Carlisle Lane,
SE17LE.

Cubana

‘Thisis a really
popular Cuban bar.

It's always busy and fun.
There’s good music and good
vibes. It's a really good place
to geta jug of mojitos’

-> 48 Lower Marsh,
SE1 7RG.

TRANSPORT

#LEtS DO LO nd on MAYOR OF LONDON FOR LONDON

EVERY JOURNEY MATTERS
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Rosetta
‘Everyone at Gordon’s really
likes this Italian place. It mainly
does sandwiches with this special bread
called rosetta.They're different from other
sandwiches because here they cut all the
cheese and ham on the spot, so you can really
taste the quality.They also do a tiramisu that’s
to die for. It gets polished off quite quickly.
Infact, we all fight for it if we don’t buy
enough!

- 38 William IV St,
WC2N 4DD.

Charing ©

Cross

Xi Home
Dum[gings
and Buns
‘We discovered this Chinese place quite
recently. It's very quiet, which is generally
what we like after the hustle and bustle
of Gordon’s. It does amazing dumplings.

We buy loads and bring them back to
Gordon’s and share them: it's
anice way to enjoy food.

-> 43 Chandos Place,
WC2N 4HS.

Cellar Door
‘Cellar Dooris a really tiny bar-
venue on the corner of The Strand
and Waterloo Bridge. It used to be an
old public toilet. It has drag shows and
singers, and it always feels very private.
The cocktails are really good, and you
getfree popcorn with your drink. It's
really atmospheric!
- Wellington St, WC2R OHS.

Strand Lane
Baths

‘One of my friends read this article
about these supposedly Ancient Roman
bathsin one of the side streets offThe
Strand, where you can go and press a light
switch to see them. | looked it up and found
out where it was. It's just on Strand Lane and

Mister you wouldn’t notice it unless you know
Fogg’s Society of about t. It's notthe most amazing thing
Exploration but it feels really secret!’

‘Mister Fogg’s invited us to a night = 5 Strand Lane, WC2R 1AP.

for people who work in other bars.
There were free canapés, and we got
to try a few of the cocktails. It was
great, because otherwise it’s really
impossible to getin!’
-> 1aBedford St,
WC2E 9HH.

Embankment

Somerset House
‘Ithosts really interesting
exhibitions. One of my favourites was
during Fashion Week, where you could
also buy whatthey had on show. It's also a
really cool place to go and relax, browse the
shop orsitin the café. I've always really liked
the building itself and the architecture.
There’s also a bar overlooking the river!
Interview Lauryn Berry
- Strand, WC2R 1LA.

Victoria
Embankment
Gardens
‘Victoria Embankment Gardens
are really nice.The flowers are
always beautiful. Most people just
walk through it butit’s a great place
to sitand relax, and the café
thereis also nice!
-> Embankment Place,
WC2N 6NS.

Embankment -
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Picked by Maria
Brandani, marketing
andsocial media
co-ordinatorat
Gordon’s Wine Bar.

Time Out London January 2022

LOVEOLOCAL

Time Out’s Love Local campaign supports
local food, drink and culture businesses
in London. Find out how you can help the
places that make our city great.
timeout.com/lovelocallondon

MR FOGG: JOHNNY STEPHENS PHOTOGRAPHY; SOMERSET HOUSE: BRUNO MAMELI/SHUTTERSTOCK; GARDENS: SHUTTERSTOCK; MARIA

BBRANDANI: PAUL MARC MITCHELL



RNLI: LAURALEWIS

The busiest lifeboat
teaminthe UK

Tower Lifeboat Station has rescued nearly 2,000 people. Now it needs your help

THAMES RIVER BUS worker
Holly McGlinchey was on her
lunchbreak when she received a
call from another boat asking for
help. Someone had fallen into
the river and couldn’t be reached.
McGlinchey and her sister, with
whom she was working that day,
managed to find the man but
couldn’t lift him from the water.
‘We held ontohimuntilthe
Tower lifeboat arrived,’ she says. ‘T
remember how hard it was, and how
helpful they were. We wouldn’t have
beenabletosave himwithoutthem.
Isigned upasavolunteer after that.
Tower Lifeboat Station, the
busiest Royal National Lifeboat
Institution (RNLI)stationinthe
UK, sitsonthe northside ofthe

Thamesunder Waterloo Bridge.
Ten full-time crew members and
55volunteers work shifts tostaffit
24/7,365daysayear.Ittakesjust 90
secondsafteracall for help forthe
teamtobereadytolaunch.

It mightsurprise you that, while
theRNLI haslifeboatstationsin
many coastal towns, awhopping
Spercentofitslaunchestake place
hereincentral London. Infact, the
Tower lifeboat team has rescued
nearly 2,000 people and itsservice
extendsbeyond just humanlives.
Oneweekend,amanand hisdog
went forawalkalongthe Thames.
Thetide was quite low, butrising
fast,and suddenly Romeo, a
staffordshire bull terrier, found
himselfstranded onthebeach with

hisownerunabletogettohim. ‘T
have two dogs myself, soit was nice
toreunite them, says McGlinchey.
Theteam’swork could bein
trouble, though. The constantebb
and flow of the Thames has caused
irreversible damage tothe RNLI
buildingand the pieritsitsbeside.
Theinstitution has nowlaunched
anappealtoraise fundsfora
newstation."We need one thatis
comfortable enough for the crew to
basicallylivein,’ says McGlinchey.
Sheand other team members work
in 12-hour shifts. ‘Aroom for CPR,
akit-dryingroom, butalsoabetter
kitchen:anenvironment where we
canhaveourmeals. It’slikebeinga
family.’® Nicole Garcia Merida
-> Donate at www.nli.org

GETTHERE
WITH TfL

Download our TfL Go app
to get real-time travel
updates, plan step-free
journeys and find the
quieter times to travel.

Temple and
Covent Garden
Temple
(Underground) Zone 1

Covent Garden
(Underground) Zone 1
Embankment
(Underground) Zone 1

Waterloo and South Bank
Waterloo
(Underground) Zone 1
Southwark
(Underground) Zone 1
Lambeth North
(Underground) Zone 1

TRANSPORT
FOR LONDON
EVERY JOURNEY MATTERS

7>

OPENING gy

R

Travel into Zone |

o

from £2.50 off-peak *

Do more of what you love.
Tube it. Bus it. Train it.

#LetsDolLondon

-

‘ Fare stated is the adult &f—peak pay as you go journey from Zone 2
into Zone | on Tube, DLR¥London Overground and TfL Rail services.

MAYOR OF LONDON
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LOND@N FOR LESS

Food, drink, screenings and pop-ups. Behold our exclusive offers and discounts

Cocodi Mama

Whatisit? Five coffees for a fiver, .
it doesn’t get simpler than that.

Why go? Because it’s January, it’s
cold out and the only good

thing about commuting
is the coffee. Plus, Coco
uses Allpress speciality
beans roasted in Dalston,

so you know it’s the proper

good stuff.

Wait, how much? It’s £1 per cup
- good enough reason to hold
off stealing your mate’s Pret

subscription for the week

-> Various locations. www.timeout.com/coco5

Static

Whatis it? A month ortwo-week
trial at this music-thumping
cyclingstudio.

Why go? Cyclingon London streets
calls forexpert bus-dodging, and
doingitinthe gym means fighting
foramachine.Sack’emboth offand
enjoy motivatingridesto movie
soundtracks, plusaccesstoahottub.
Wait, how much? £19 forafortnight
or £38 for a full month. Whichever,
youw’llget more than 50 percent off.
- 47 Nine EIms Lane. www.timeout.com/static

The Gate

What is it? Three coursesand aglass
of wine at thisveggie specialist.

Why g0? Vegans, thisis yourtimeto
make the mostof food deals, asthe
average Joe givesamonth of plant-
based eatingatry. Head tothisswish
chain for some of the best plant-
based grubintown. There’sevena
glassof wine thrownin.

Wait, how much? Theentire meal
comesinat£25,whichisadelicious
£150off.

-> Various locations. www.timeout.com/thegate

Noom

Whatisit? Ahealth-and-fitness
platform that uses psychology to
influence behaviour.

Why g0? Flat-tummy teas,
milkshake meal substitutes

and carb-cuttingjust make you
miserable. Ditch them in favour of
somethingalittle more cerebral.
Wait, how much? You'llgeta 14-day
trial for £1, which allows enough
timetobe matched withacoach and
figure outifit’s foryou.

- Online. www.timeout.com/noom

Theatre, music, events: get the best deals in town. Search ‘Time Out offers’

Time Out London January 2022
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Leong’s Legend

Whatis it? Bottomlessdimsumand
aglassofbubbly at this, erm, legend.
Why go? Life would be boring
withoutalittleindulgence. Enjoy
eatingas many dumplings asyou
can handle while soakingup the
vibesatone of Chinatown’s most
popular restaurants.

Wait, how much? Morethan

50 percent off, sothat’sjust £22
forunlimited baskets and the fizz
(sorry, Dry January). Ganbeéi!

-> Gerrard St. www.timeout.com/leong22
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Big exhibitions

O ‘Legacies: London
Transport’s Caribbean
Workforce’

Between 1956 and 1970, London
Transport ran a huge recruitment
drive in Barbados, Trinidad and
Jamaica, resulting in hundreds of
Caribbean people uprooting their
lives to come and help rebuild post-
war Britain. Through artefacts,
photographs and first-person
interviews with three generations
of Caribbean Londoners, this
exhibition examines their struggles
and triumphs, from the racism
and discrimination they suffered,
to the cultural legacy they created
through iconic events like Notting
Hill Carnival.

-> London Transport Museum. Feb 11-2024.
Free with museum entry.

O ‘The World of Stonehenge’
Few landmarks inspire as much
fascination and speculation as
the mysterious Stonehenge. This
exhibition seeks to shed some
light on the secrets of the iconic
monument through fascinating
objects like the Nebra Sky
Disc, which at 3,600
years old is believed
to be the oldest map
of the stars in the

concept of masculinity by tracing
trends in menswear from the
sixteenth century to the present
day. Hundreds of looks will feature,
from pieces by contemporary
designers like Harris Reed, Wales
Bonner and Raf Simons, to
a wealth of historical
treasures from the
V&A’s collections.
And outfits worn
by Harry Styles,

world. Bronze Age of course.
Britain was clearly - V&A. Mar 19-Nov 6. £20.
a place of big ideas,
as well as big stones. O ‘Weird
> British Museum. /' Sensation
Feb 17-Jul 17. From £18. Feels Good:

‘Legacies’ The World of ASMR’
O ‘Fashioning Autonomous Sensory
Masculinities: Meridian Response (or ASMR)
The Art of Menswear’ has taken the internet by storm

The V&A’s timely exhibition on
male fashion seeks to dissect the

in recent years, with millions
of users experiencing the weird

‘Fashioning Masculinities:
The Art of Menswear’

tingly sensation brought about by
sound, touch and movement. This
world-first exhibition explores the
emerging field of creativity that has
sprung up around the phenomenon
via an ‘acoustically tuned physical
environment’. We're not exactly
sure what that means, but it sounds
cool as hell.

-> Design Museum. From May 13. £tbc.

©‘Science Fiction: Voyage
to the Edge of Imagination’
Take part in an interactive story set
on an extraterrestrial spaceship at
this ambitious new exhibition at
the Science Museum. On board the
ship, you’ll have a chance to get up
close to real scientific artefacts and
pieces from major works of science
fiction to see how scientists and
writers have inspired one another
over the years. Beam me up!

-> Science Museum. Oct 6-May 4 2023. £20.

© Central @ North @ South @ East (I West © Streaming = Outdoors
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Things to Do

Filmfests

London Short Film Festival
See hundreds of British and
international short films at the
nineteenth edition of the London
Short Film Festival, a celebration
of mini-movies taking place across
loads of cinemas and arts venues
around the city. We like the sound
of ‘Otherness Archive’, a screening
of found material documenting the
trans masc experience, and TAPE
Collective’s ‘Black Country’,

a cinematic exploration of Black
lives outside London.

-> Various venues. Until Jan 23. Prices vary.

© O BFl Flare

After being online-only for the
last two years, Flare returns IRL
too this March to showcase the
best new LGBTQ+ cinema from
around the world. Tune into the
BFI’s YouTube and Facebook
channels on February 15 to catch
the programme announcement
and make your picks ahead of the
general ticket on-sale on February
24. Get those dates in your diary!
-> BFI Southbank. Mar 16-27. Prices vary.

© Sundance Film Festival:
London

America’s largest independent film
festival is vacationing in London
once again this summer, bringing
some of the top picks from its US
edition to us. Watch this space for
programme and guest info.

-> Picturehouse Central. Jun 9-12. £tbc.

Sporty stuff

O = Hackney Moves Festival
The UK’s largest outdoor fitness
festival returns to Hackney in May,
with a three-day programme of
activities that’ll help you work up
anice sweat. As usual, there’ll be
plenty of free fitness classes taking
place on the marshes, plus a free-
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entry 5Kk race for those who have
made smashing Couch to 5k their
new year’s resolution. It all leads up
to the Hackney Half on the Sunday,
with the 21km route winding its
way around the borough through
crowds of cheering spectators.

-> Hackney Marshes. May 20-22. From free.

Women’s Euros
England hosting the
Women’s Euros means
that plenty of matches
are taking place
around London this
summer, including
the final at Wembley.
This is especially
exciting considering

how well England have
been playing under new
manager Sarina Wiegman, setting
a new national record by thumping
Latvia 20-0 in qualifying. At this
rate, they could go one better than
Southgate’s lads. And we’d be
willing to bet there’ll be no blokes
setting off flares between their

arse cheeks this time round.

-> Various venues. Jul 6-31. From £10.

Rugby League World Cup

For the first time in the sport’s
history, this autumn the men’s,
women’s and wheelchair Rugby
League World Cup tournaments
will all take place at the same time
with a handful of fixtures taking

Hackney Moves

place in the capital. East London’s
Copper Box Arena will host many
of the wheelchair fixtures, while
Arsenal’s home ground, the
Emirates Stadium, will see some
of the quarter-final action in the
men’s tournament. Even if you're
unfamiliar with rugby union’s
northern cousin, with tickets from
atenner it’s definitely worth a try
(pun absolutely intended).

-> Various venues. Oct 15-Nov 19. From £10.

Cultural hits

O Lewisham Borough
of Culture 2022
After its successful bid to be
crowned 2021 Borough
of Culture, everything
was delayed thanks to
you know what, so it’s
finally Lewisham’s
chance to shine in
2022. There’ll be
plenty of great (and
mostly free) activities
happening across the
borough over the coming
months, starting with the Day One
opening celebration on January
28, involving live music, dance
performances and workshops.
-> Various venues. Jan 28-Dec 31. Prices vary.

O LondonArt Fair

Traditionally the city’s first big art
event of the year, the London Art
Fair was postponed earlier this
month owing to that pesky new
variant, but will finally return to
Islington’s Business Design Centre
in April with a programme of talks,
workshops and curated displays
from more than 100 galleries.

-> Business Design Centre. Apr20-24. £tbc.

HACKNEY MOVES: @LIMELIGHTSPORTSCLUB
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Festies galore

O Dialled In

This new festival made history
when it debuted last September
with a line-up exclusively
dedicated to South Asian artists
like Manuka Honey, Pxssy Palace
and Yung Singh. It returns in April
for a takeover of Hackney arts
venue EartH, featuring more than
30 acts across three stages, as well
as open decks, South Asian snacks
and ‘a few surprises’. Intriguing.

-> EartH. Apr9. From £29.

G DIYAlive

The good folk at monthly music
mag DIY have put on plenty of
cracking gigs in recent years, so it
makes sense that they’ve decided
to get in on the festival scene too.
The inaugural DIY Alive takes
place across multiple east London
venues, and features big-hitters like
Self Esteem and Shame alongside
the mag’s favourite new artists.

-> Various venues. Apr 23-24. From £28.25.

O = Wide Awake

This South London newbie bills
itself as a ‘musical melting pot’,
and it’s easy to see why. Bicep and
Primal Scream headline the first
two-day edition of the festival, with
the line-up also including acts as
disparate as Peckham punks Fat
White Family, deep-house DJ Leon
Vynehall and jazz-rock outfit The
Comet Is Coming. Very eclectic.

-> Brockwell Park. May 27-28. From £39.50.

O = Gala

Peckham Rye Park’s three-dayer
was one of the first festivals to
return post-lockdown, so naturally
it sold out in seconds. This year,

its house- and techno-heavy roster
includes the likes of Dan Shake
and Shanti Celeste, while live
instrumental acts like Children

Of Zeus and Ezra Collective’s Joe
Armon-Jones bring the jazzy vibes.
-> Peckham Rye Park. Jun 2-4. From £40.

O = Mighty Hoopla

This joyful antidote to the

city’s more studious festivals is
expanding to two days in 2022,
with Steps, Jamelia, Sugababes
and Anastacia all featuring on the
typically pop-centric and nostalgic
line-up. There’ll also be campness
and cabaret from the likes of Ginny
Lemon and Charity Shop Sue.

-> Brockwell Park. Jun 3-4. From £59.50.

@ = Junction 2

Hounslow’s Boston Manor Park
will host a spectacular roster of big
names from a range of dance music
genres in early June. Weekend
tickets are already on their fourth
release (how many releases are
there??), so act now if you want

to see Jon Hopkins, Saoirse,

Four Tet, Nina Kraviz and Seth
Troxler in one place.

) - Boston Manor Park.

Jun 3-4. From £45.

O © Cross the Tracks

With tasteful, groove-heavy
curation across soul, funk and jazz,
as well as a focus on street food and
craft beer, this relative newcomer

to the London festie circuit is
already making waves. It returns

to Brockwell Park for a third time
in June, with headliners including
south London singer-songwriter
Joy Crookes and psychedelic Texan
trio Khruangbin.

-> Brockwell Park. Jun 5. From £45.

G = Body Movements
Hackney Wick’s queer
festival won our award
for Best New Event
last year, so we're
thrilled to see the
glorious celebration
of London’s LGBTQ+
nightlife returning

in 2022. Stay tuned
for ticket and line-up
announcements soon.
-> Various venues. Jul 30. £tbc.

0O = All Points East

James Blake, Gorillaz, Nick Cave
And The Bad Seeds, The National
and Disclosure are just some of the
long-cemented favourites coming
to east London over six (hopefully
sun-kissed) days in August. But it’s
not all people your dad has heard

of: there’ll also be hyped newbies
like Elkka, Remi Wolf, Greentea
Peng, Dry Cleaning and Sherelle
for the cool kids.

-> Victoria Park. Aug 19-28. From £49.95.

0O = Field Day
This stalwart of the London live
music scene turns 15 in 2022,
with festival heavyweights
Kraftwerk and The
Chemical Brothers
taking to the Vicky
Park stage for the
occasion, along with
electronic acts like
Haai, Daniel Avery
and Floating Points.
-> Victoria Park. Aug 20. From £70.

@ = MaidenVoyage
Established lastyearasamore
intimate and affordable alternative
tosome of London’s bigger festivals,
Maiden Voyageisbackinnorth
London forits, er, second voyage

in August, bringingloads of stellar
DJslike India Jordan, Jayda G, Jeff
Mills, Marcel Dettman and Ross
From Friends along for theride.

- Lee Valley Showground. Aug 28. From £30.
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TIME OUT MEETS

Pedro
Almodovar

The legendary Spanish auteur
talks through the dark secrets of his
new opus ‘Parallel Mothers’

PEDRO ALMODOVAR IS talking
via video from his office in Madrid,
his unmistakeable shock of white
hair filling the frame of my laptop.
On his shelf is one of his four Baftas
and the Oscar he won for 2002’s
“Talk to Her’. He’s upbeat and slips
between English and Spanish as
we chat about his latest, ‘Parallel
Mothers’. Like many of his films,
from “Volver’ to ‘Julieta’, it’s about
women and motherhood. It tells

of two women (Penélope Cruz and
newcomer Milena Smit) whose
lives cross after they give birth on
the same day. Its masterly handling
of fate and high emotion is as
expected from Almodoévar as its
vivid design and photography. But
it also has a less familiar political
edge as its story also tackles the
legacy of Spain’s ‘disappeared’: the
thousands who were murdered and
buried in mass graves during the
Civil War of the 1930s.

Time Out London January 2022

You put Spain’s ‘disappeared’ in the
spotlight with ‘Parallel Mothers’.
Had you always wanted to tackle this
subject in a film?

‘Talwayshad the feelingthatI
wanted to make amovie withamore
political pointof view thanThad in
the past. Allmy movies are political
—forexample, the sense of freedom
inmy movies -butthisis more
explicit.Ididn’thave any missing
peoplein my own family, butI'd
always been sensitive tothe subject.’

You bookend the film with a

story of a mass grave, butit’s the
contemporary narrative about two
fateful mothers we spend most
time with.Why?

‘Twanted tospeakabout the mass
gravesthrough the main character,
Janis, and her moral dilemma
tofind the historical truthin her
life. Sheisn’t free because sheis
harbouringasecret.’

N

Issues of maternity and paternity
are key to the story and we see
characters being swabbed in the
nose for their DNA.You can’t have
known how Covid would make this
process so familiar to us all?
‘Yes,Icouldn’timagineit! There was
somethingsoodd, butalsovisually
interesting, aboutit. Of course, it’s
become partofourlives. We did
PCRsthreetimesaweekontheset.
Now it’snot cocaine which goesup
our noses but cotton swabs!’

34
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Penélope Cruz’s character, Janis, is
a generation older than her friend
Ana.You seem preoccupied with
the idea of what gets lost between
generations - what can be so easily
and quickly forgotten.
‘It’simportant to have amemory of
the past. That’stheintention with
Janis’scharacter: showingthe need
tohaveahistorical memory. Today
inSpain, the extremeright wing are
rewritingthe past. They’retelling
historyasitwasn’t. Vox, the extreme

ALMODOVAR: EL DESEO D.A. S.L.U.,PHOTO BY NICO BUSTOS;

PARALLEL MOTHERS: ELDESEOD.A. S.L.U.



right-wing party, issaying that it
wasthe Republicans whodeclared
the Civil War. That’sjustincredible!
We need education to know what
really happened.’

Janis’s apartment in the film is like
an artwork itself: the design, the
objects, the colours. How did you go
about creating it?

‘Somany of the thingsyouseeare
mine. Itwas the same with my last
film, “Pain and Glory”. In that film,

AntonioBanderas’sapartmentwas
areplicaof myhouse. The furniture
was mine. The paintings were mine.
WhenIbuysomething, besidesthe
factIlikeit, Iknowthatitwillfinda
placeinone of my movies. 'm not
anaturalistic filmmaker like Ken
Loach orthe Dardenne Brothers.
Idon’tdothatstyle.Ialways
represent life, butit’salsoakind of
artifice. Buteven with this artifice,
Itrytoreflectthecharacters.

Did you model the apartment in

this film on anyone’s real home?
‘Tobserved artists of Janis’s age who
live alone. Iidentified a painter, a
photographer, ajewellery designer
andIwenttotheirhomesand
Icopied thestructure of one of them.
ThenIadded elementsthatspoke

of Penélope’s character, like the
books of rural photography of Spain.
ThenlIaddanelementthatbelongs
tome and my life. Imakeall those
elementsco-operate.

Do you feel you've changed as a
filmmaker in more recentyears?
‘Tseeamovementinmy filmssince
“Julieta”in2016 toamore austere
cinema. Youseethesamein “Pain
and Glory”.Itdoesn’t meanI'm
renouncingthe vibrant coloursand
visual baroque thatissomuch part
of mywork. ButI'vebeenreducing
the number of charactersand
locations, and I've been putting the
word —dialogue, the psychology of
characters—-inaprimary position.
Of course, youcanseeit’sme.Ican’t
getrid of the me. Neither should I get
ridofme!’®

-> ‘Parallel Mothers' is outJan 28.

By Dave Calhoun

Who bought a top a bit like
Pedro’s at Christmas (from
Zara, ifyou're in the market).
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WHATIS IT...

Parallel Mothers
Fo Aok Kk

ONLY PEDRO ALMODOVAR could wrap a cry

of pain about Spain’s inability to reconcile with
its recent dark past into a gorgeous melodrama
about two mothers drawn by fate into a complex,
painful and ultimately nourishing relationship.

Janis (Penélope Cruz, in her seventh
collaboration with the director) is a stylish Madrid
photographer who hires an anthropologist, Arturo
(Israel Elejalde), to help recover the remains of
her great-grandfather from a mass grave in her
family’s village. That quest then recedes from our
view for a while as Janis has a brief relationship
with Arturo, the result of which is a baby girl. It’s in
the maternity ward where she meets Ana (Milena
Smit), a teenager also giving birth to a girl. From
there, their lives cross, with various extreme
twists of the sort that Aimoddvar orchestrates so
brilliantly, with the performances, music, design
and photography all working in lockstep.

As always, entering Alimodévar’s
world is a pleasure —even when
it brings pain and tough lessons.
Cruzis terrific as Janis,awoman
trying to mould reality around her
own desires and suffering for it. As
ever, the Spanish auteur is no great
moral judge lording over all this. His
films are exercises in empathy and
in opening our eyes to how lives can
be led differently and openly. But he
has a lot to say here about the cost
of sweeping hard truths under the
carpet, on the personal level, but
also—and back to those graves —
on anational one.

Now in his fifth decade of
filmmaking, Aimoddvar still has a
youthful, progressive eye on our
world, and with ‘Parallel Mothers’ it
results in another film of exquisite
craftand yet more ideas immersed
in bold, provocative storytelling. m
Dave Calhoun
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Film

Belfast
* Kk k

IT'S SUMMER 1969. Man has just walked on
the moon and the British Army has just marched
on to the streets of North Belfast. ‘Star Trek’-mad
nine-year-old Buddy (Jude Hill), who uses goals
painted to the walls to emulate his footballing
hero Danny Blanchflower, soon finds armed
tommies patrolling his old penalty box. Reading
his beloved ‘Thor’ comics outside his terraced
house is suddenly fraught with hazard, not least
from the broken glass left by sectarian rioting.

Possibly the most uplifting film ever made
about a time of unending violence, Kenneth
Branagh'’s ‘Belfast’ comes with a bruised heart
and an unquenchable spirit of optimism. Like its
young hero, it keeps its eyes on the stars even as
the hell of the Troubles breaks out in its midst.

You may not need telling that Buddy, played
with lovable chops by Hill, is based on Branagh’s
younger self — or reminding that Branagh grew up
to support Blanchflower’s team, Spurs, and make
amovie about Thor. All that autobiographical
detail underpins a film that radiates sincerity and
warmth, even as its family are buffeted by grim
events outside their front door and friction inside.

Painful rows break out between Ma and Pa
(Caitriona Balfe, a revelation, and Jamie Dornan)
over unpaid tax bills and a future shrouded

inuncertainty. Pa, ajoiner, regularly heads to
England to earn his corn, and his absences
cause resentment. It’s not his fault there are
no gigs closerto home, but ‘Belfast’ is great at
showing how misery breeds in the absence of
choice. Luckily, Granny (Judi Dench) and Pop
(Ciaran Hinds) are on hand to make sense of it
all, like a pair of wise old owls with bus passes.
It all moves to the sounds of Van Morrison,
whose songs lend a timeless quality that sits
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¥, Kenneth Branagh's
memoir of childhood
during the Troubles.

JudiDench and
Ciaran Hinds are
the dream movie
grandparents.

Director Kenneth
Branagh (12A) 98 mins.

perfectly alongside cinematographer Haris
Zambarloukos'’s crisp black-and-white images.
Somehow, Branagh conjured all this up during
the pandemic, digging into his memory banks to
tell the story of a different kind of lockdown. At
times, he borrows the grammar of westerns —the
flicks Buddy gazes up at in his local cinema —to
show us this tough world through a child’s eyes: a
place where heroes strive to keep villains in their
place —and get you in for tea. B Phil de Semlyen

Image: Titane
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The location The Farmiloe Building, Clerkenwell, EC1.

The scene Midwife Anna (Naomi Watts) delivers the
baby of a 14-year-old gjrl, who dies while giving birth.
Anna spots a card for the mysterious Trans-Siberian
Restaurant on her body, which is owned by Russian
gangsters. She goesto investigate, where she’s
observed by heavy Nikolai (Viggo Mortensen).

Then Farmiloe’s mysterious Italianate entrance makes
it the perfect frontage for a mobster hideout. (The
restaurant’s interiors were filmed at London’s Three
Mills Studios, meanwhile). David Cronenberg isn’tthe
only Hollywood director to make use of the building: it
appears frequently in Christopher Nolan’s films, from
‘Inception’ to the Batman trilogy, where it doubles as
Gotham City Police Station.

Now Renovation work on this Grade IHlisted warehouse
was completed last year. It has resulted in a six-storey

extension and a brick-for-brick restoration of its Victorian

facade. The green door has survived but you can now
peer into the building from the street, makingitaless

enticing spot for bruisers to plot a murder. Bloody

windows,eh? ®m Thomas Hobbs

NIGHTMARE ALLEY

%k k

Full of glorious period detail, Guillermo del Toro’s
remake of 21947 noir prioritises craft over moral
complexity. Bradley Cooper makes for a clammy,
grasping hucksterinarole thatsilver-screen

star Tyrone Power once made his own: Stanton
Carlisle, aschemingloner who works his way

up from Midwestern carnival hand to spiritual
medium for big-city high rollers. There’s more
technique in Cooper’sturn, and hismodulations
of Carlisle’sseedy arc, from downplayed and
taciturn, tosuavely persuasive, to desperate and
boozy, are expertly executed. The carnival scenes
aregreat, and Cate Blanchett was bornto play a
purring psychologist with all the angles covered,
but there’s nosense of aman caught between his
betterinstincts and anose for an opportunity —a
crucial beatinthe 47 version - leavinga vacuum
atthe film’sheart. Like one of its carny tricks, it’s
aheadybut fleeting pleasure. Phil de Semlyen

- OutJan21.

HOSTILE

ok kK

If media perception alone defined what it meant
tobeclassed asanillegalimmigrantin Britain,
itwould be a picture of criminals who took what
wasn’ttheirsand made no contribution tosociety.
Within its openingscenes, this raw, unshowy
docexposesthat myth toshowthatthe only
crime these people have committed is the mere
actof existence. It’stold through the lens of four
people from Black and Asian backgrounds, each
harrowing account revealingthat citizenshipisn’t
ahousethatyouliveinbutarugthatcanbepulled
from under your feet without warning. Director
Sonita Gale powersitall with archive footage

and emotional interviews with members ofthe
Windrush Generation, as well asthose who have
fled conflict. Theresultis a plea for humanity

that cuts through bureaucracy and politicians’
weaselly words to spotlight thelocal heroes
fighting againsta cruel system. Whelan Barzey

-> OutJan21.
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Film

The mob restaurantin ‘Eastern Promises’

AMULET

2.8, 8.¢

For her firstdirectorial effort, ‘Atonement’ actress
Romola Garai has concocted asavagely karmic
feverdream of a horror movie. It’s set partly in
thebackwoodsofacentral European war zone,
where Alec Secareanu’slonely soldier, Tomas, is
stationed, and partly in the decaying London pile
where helaterwashes up, animmigrant given
lodging with ayoungwoman, Magda, and her
dying mum. Soon he’s freaking out to the screams
coming fromtheatticand the evil bat-type critter
he’sfishingout of theloo. Toilet bat, it turnsout,
istheleastof his problems. ‘Amulet’ takes alittle
whiletoget going, but the grisly, twist-filled pay-
offisworth the wait. With the faintest debt to “The
Exorcist’and HR Giger, and abarnstorming turn
fromImeldaStauntonasabrisknunwith secrets
ofherown, Garai has found an arresting way to
position male sexual violence: asan age-old evil
with the bitterest consequences. Phil de Semlyen
-> OutJan28.
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The best
theatre to book
forin2022

All being well, 2022 will be the first full year
London’s theatres have been open since 2019. That
means a lot of shows: here are the biggest and best

The Glow

Whatis it? Alistair McDowall’slong-
awaited new playisacrypticchiller
aboutanincarcerated Victorian
woman with mysterious powers.
Why book? McDowallis a master

of daringleftfield horror of the sort
nobody else makes.

- Royal Court Theatre. Jan 21-Mar 5.

A Number

Whatis it? Caryl Churchill’s
visionary cloningdramais back.
Why book? The play isa masterpiece,
butthebiglureisthecasting. Lennie
Jamesisbackonstage afteraeons,
playingthe deviousSalter,and
PaapaEssiedu takes hisfirst big
post-TMay Destroy You’ roles as
Salter’sunhinged clone ‘children’.

-> 0ld Vic. Jan 24-Mar 19.

Wuthering Heights

What s it? Emily Bronté’s classic
novelaboutdoomed love onthe
wily, windy Yorkshire Moors is
comingtothe National Theatre.

Time Out London January 2022

Why book? It’sadapted and directed
byeccentricgenius EmmaRice,
with transgressive performance
artist Lucy McCormick as Cathy
—acombothathasscored glowing
reviewson the show’s UK tour.

-> National Theatre. Feb 3-Mar 19.

HenryV

Whatis it? Shakespeare’sever-
popularwar play gets a fresh outing
atthetiny Donmar Warehouse.
Why book? ‘Game of Thrones’ man
KitHarington provides star power
inashowthat promisestobea
consideration of nationalism,
notthe standard patriotic
blowout.

-> DonmarWarehouse. Feb 12-Apr9.

The Collaboration

Whatis it? Anewdrama

aboutthe 1984 collab

between Jean-Michel Basquiatand
Andy Warhol.

Why book? It’safascinatingsubject
withagreatcast: rising USstar Jeremy

Jerusalem
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Popeastheultra-hipBasquiat,and
bona-fide Avenger Paul Bettanyasa
washed-up Warhol.
-> Young Vic. Feb 16-Apr2.

Cock
Whatis it? Mike Bartlett’s
sardonicsexdramagets
itsfirst revival since Ben
Whishaw and Andrew Scott
starred inthe original run.
Why book? Taron Egerton
and JonathanBaileyare the
name draws now, but really
the play’sthestar, asso few people
actually gottoseeitthefirsttime.
-> Ambassadors Theatre. Mar 5-Jun 4.

JERUSALEM: SIMON ANNAND




PRIMA FACIE: HELEN MURRAY

To Kill a Mockingbird

Whatis it? Aaron Sorkin’s smash-hit
Broadway version of Harper Lee’s
timeless Civil Rights-eranovel.

Why book? Even abig Covid delay
and changeintheactor playingthe
role of heroiclawyer Atticus Finch -
from RhysIfanstoRafeSpall -hasn’t
cutintothe US-begatbuzz.

- Gielgud Theatre. Mar 10-Aug 13.

The Human Voice

What is it? The great Ivovan Hove
directsRuth Wilsoninanintense
revival of Cocteau’s monologue.
Why book? Van Hove and Wilson
formed awinning partnershipwhen

The Glass Menagerie

shestarred in his ‘Hedda Gabler’a
fewyearsback: and thisone’sonly
on forthree weeks.

- Harold Pinter Theatre. Mar 17-Apr 9.

The Burnt City

Whatis it? Immersive theatre
legends Punchdrunkreturn with
their firstlarge-scale showin eight
years: an epic retro-sci-fi evocation
ofthe Trojan War, staged in two huge
buildings in Woolwich.

Why book? Because there isnobody
like Punchdrunk: theirimmersive
worldsarebigger and better than
anybodyelse’s. London needsthem.
aOne Cartridge Place. Mar 22-Aug 28.

[1] D a d dy”

Whatis it? The UK debut for
the extremely hotly tipped US
playwright Jeremy O Harris.
Why book? Harrisisoneofthe
most exciting playwrights of
hisgeneration, and this semi-
autobiographical ‘melodrama’
should help getusinthe mood
fortheinevitable UK debut of
hisopus ‘Slave Play’.

- Almeida Theatre. Mar 26-Apr 30.

Prima Facie

What is it? Playwright Suzie Miller’s
hit Aussiedramaabouta
brilliant, young, working-
classbarristerwhose
ascentissuddenly
stalled when
acolleague
rapesher.

Why book?
It’sthe West
Enddebut for
Jodie Comer,
whoserapid
screenascent
hasdeprived us
ofthe chanceto I
seeheron stage.
-> Harold Pinter Theatre.
Apr15-Jun 18.

Jerusalem

Whatis it? Jez Butterworth’s 2009
dark comedy about the passing
of England’s mystical wildnessis
widely seen asthe greatest British
play of the twenty-first century.
Why book? The return of Mark
Rylanceasshamanicscally
Johnny ‘Rooster’ Byron makes
thisessential: one of the greatest
acting performancesofall time.
- Apollo Theatre. Apr 16-Aug 7.

Oklahoma!

What s it? Thisbold newtake on
theclassic Rodgers & Hammerstein
musical wasamassive hitinthe US.

Prima Facie

More London theatre at
timeout.com/theatre

Why book? Dubbed ‘sexy Oklahoma!’
bysomewags, itditchesthe usual
aww-shuckstrappings and turns it
intosomething darkand brooding.
- Young Vic. Apr26-Jun 25.

Legally Blonde

What s it? The first major revival

anywhere for the smash musical

adaptation of the much-loved film

aboutaditzy wannabe lawyer who

takeson the establishment.

Why book? Lucy Moss - best known

for her fizzy monarchical romp

‘Six’ -isadream choice of director.
-> Open AirTheatre. May 13-Jul 2.

The Glass
Menagerie
Whatisit?
This Tennessee
Williams
revival marks
the UK stage
debutof
screenlegend
AmyAdams.
Why book?
Adamsisa
tremendously
versatileactorand
it'llbe fascinatingtosee
how shetackles suffocating
matriarch Amanda Wingfield.
-> Duke of York’s Theatre. May 23-Aug 27.

The Seagull

Whatis it? Jamie Lloyd’s Emilia
Clarke-starring production of
Chekhov’s first great play was forced
toshutin March 2020. Nowit’sback.
Why book? The March 2020 word
ontheproduction-and ‘Game of
Thrones’star’s Clare’s West End
debut-wasthatit’sgreat.m

-> Harold Pinter Theatre. Jun 29-Sep 10.

By Andrzej tukowski
Who has gotta catch ’em all
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CABARET, FORCE MAJEURE, SPRING AWAKENING: MARC BRENNER

Theatre & Dance

Cabaret

1. 8. 8. 8¢

COMETO THE cabaret, old chums, and see the
stage performance of the moment from Jessie
Buckley! Gasp at the terrific supporting cast in
Rebecca Frecknall’s luxury revival of Kander &
Ebb’s musical masterpiece! Be wowed by Tom
Scutt’s spectacular design! Wonder at the free
schnapps you're offered on the way in!

Also... there’s Eddie Redmayne.

The presence of any hugely famous star is
bound to distort the role of the Emcee. He's a
vital supporting character: his sardonic songs
map Weimar-era Germany’s descent into
darkness. Butit’s not the lead role. Casting by
farthe most famous actor in the show would be
distracting even if they didn’t do... this.

In the past, Redmayne has attracted flak for
playing trans and disabled characters. At the
heart of this, I'm sure, is his desire to throw
himself into transformative, taxing roles, which is
clearly what he’s gone for here. When the Emcee
firstappears, he’s a sort of gawky outsider,
clumping about the stage with a dunce’s hat
on. He’s hunched over, his limbs twisted and
awkward, with a strange tremor to his voice...
frankly it kind of feels like he’s ‘cripping up’ again
(perhaps as a polio victim?). In each scene he
shapeshifts, as Berlin darkens. Bythe end he’'s a
brownshirted, blond-haired matinée-idol Aryan.

Force Majeure

Because we never learn anything about the
Emcee as a person, itis perfectly possible to
embellish him with these details. But does it help
the production? Do we need to see the biggest
name push himself the furthest? Approaching
the role as if it's Hamlet clutters up the show.

Still, even Redmayne’s flashy excesses don’t
getinthe way of ‘Cabaret’s true lead turn.

Jessie Buckley’s nightclub singer Sally Bowles
is the usual things: posh, inscrutable, oblivious
to the rise of Nazism. But she’s also a roaring

*xkx+ SpringAwakening

Ultra-fancy revival
ofthe musical
masterpiece.

Jessie Buckley is
staggeringly good
as Sally Bowles.

Kit Kat Club at the
Playhouse Theatre.
Until Oct 1. £30-£325.

force of nature, a proper rock star, vamping about
in a green faux-fur coat, absolutely not giving a
stuff what anybody thinks about her.

Sally’s singing is a little off-key. But the power
behind her vocals is astonishing, and you can
feel her come to life in the club scenes. Her
final appearance, performing the title song, is
absolutely astonishing: she’s forcibly animated
by the music, which rips through her deadened
limbs like a torrent of electricity. m
Andrzej tukowski

18888,

‘FORCE MAJEURE’ WAS one of the handful of

A stage version of
Ruben Ostlund’s
dark film comedy.

Atypically brilliant
Rory Kinnear, plus
LIVE SKIING.

Donmar Warehouse.
Until Feb 5. £10-£50.

high-profile December theatre openings delayed
by the ravages of the Omicron wave. ButI’'m glad
it's soldiered on to a belated debut because, a)
it’s very good, b) January is normally dead as a
dodo for new shows and c) live skiing!

Adapted by playwright Tim Price from Swedish
director Ruben Ostlund’s acclaimed 2014 film, it
follows Tomas (Rory Kinnear), a fragile, immature
married man who goes on a skiing holiday in
the French Alps with his wife and two kids and
cravenly abandons them when it briefly looks like
they’re going to be hit by an avalanche.

First UK revival of the
classic teen musical.

A great young cast
and amazing songs.

Almeida Theatre.
UntilJan 29. £10-£55.

It’s a great story: cynical, excruciating
but also empathetic. Kinnear is terrificas a
successful businessman struggling to be a
decent father and husband. When he legs it
from the avalanche, the issue is less that he did
it, than that he absolutely refuses to admit he
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did it. Kinnear looks like a big sullen baby as he
hems and haws and tries to change the subject.
Nobody does understated self-loathing like
Kinnear—itis gloriously painful stuff.

And then there’s the skiing. Designer Jon
Bausor has turned the Donmar stage into a giant
slope, covered in some sort of white cotton-type
material. While Tomas and family largely just
mime skiing, the supporting cast actually do it.
It’s slightly bonkers and utterly joyous: the fairly
naturalistic main story is set against a faintly
hysterical backdrop. It's strange mix, buta
winning one. BAndrzej tukowski

I WAS BLOWN away by the Aimeida’s revival of
‘Spring Awakening’, which comes just over a
decade after Duncan Sheik and Steven Sater’s
musical tanked in the West End, despite ecstatic
UK reviews and blockbuster success in the
States. | didn’t see it, but if the original was better
than Rupert Goold’s newie then it must have
been bloody incredible.

A surprisingly faithful adaptation of Frank
Wedekind’s 1891 tragedy of the same name,
‘Spring Awakening’ is blessed with intense,
graceful, inventive songs, full of poetic rage.
Ironically, for a musical about schoolchildren, it's
very adult, tackling themes (sex, death) that other
shows tend to blow up to operatic extremes or
couch euphemistically. Yes, it's about teen angst.
But its handling of adolescent nihilism feels raw
and dangerous and honest in a way few musicals
really are.

Set atan elite boys’ school, the whole show
is a constant, explosive collision of bright kids
and their close-minded, conservative parents.
Rising star Laurie Kynaston is great as the
brilliant, impulsive Melchior, whose towering
intellect and refusal to be cowed by the adults
belies his innate sensitivity. But for me the star
of the show was Stuart Thompson as the gently
loveable Moritz, a kind, uncomplicated yin to
Melchior’s dazzlingly bright yang. Like all the
young characters, it’s his innocence that hurts
the most. mAndrzej tukowski



ALLISON KATZ, ‘INTERIOR VIEW II, “WILLIAM N. COPLEY", MILAN, 2016-17",2021. ‘STAGE COCK’, 2020. © ALLISON KATZ; COURTESY

OF THE ARTIST AND LUHRING AUGUSTINE, NEW YORK

OF THE WEEK

Cabbage, chickens
and chaos

Allison Katz: ‘Artery’

ALLISON KATZ IS inrelentless
pursuit of what she calls ‘genuine
ambiguity’. Not that fake stuff
you get off dodgy websites, but
the pure, uncut, good shit: top-
grade ambiguity. So the Canadian
artist’s paintings are —as you can
guess —pretty ungraspable, filled
with symbols and concepts that
mean multiple things, that signify
contrasting ideas. They are, in other
words, ambiguous AF.

The show opens with a painting
of the inside a lift. The perspective
draws you in towards its gleaming
silver surfaces, ready to transport
you up to the floor of your choosing.
It's the perfect start: an elevator
is the ultimate ‘liminal’ space,
aconstantin-between, an area
that’s never permanently one thing
oranother, that’s always moving,
always changing.

Chickens show up
alot,and eggs too:
lots of eggs. Both hard
and fragile, caught
between conception
and hatching, the egg
is,once again,
an ambiguous object.

Oneroom here is
made up of paintings
seen from the inside of
amouth, the teeth and
lips acting as a framing
device forvisions ofa

1. 8. 8.8 ¢

Surreally weird
paintings.

There’s orderto
this chaos,and
we all need a little
weirdness every
now and then.

Camden Art Centre.
Until Mar 13. Free.

woman sat on a floor
(a self-portrait), a cat,
aroom of paintings
and another chicken.
Behind each work is a
painting of a cabbage.
It's an incessant clash
of the super-weird with
the super-mundane.
Another image here
depicts a naked man
in afield of bulls, and
then there’s one of
acar seen from the

inside another car. You start to
realise that everything is linked.
The symbols here all repeat, you
can draw lines between the works.
All this chaos is connected.

| don’t think these are necessarily
brilliant paintings, but the show
as awhole is so quietly unsettling
that it leaves you feeling unnerved,
like you've entered an impossibly
tangled web that you can’t escape.
Katz’s art lacks any solid meanings,
there’s no black and white here. And
in a world where you're constantly
surrounded by opinions, hot takes
and hard facts, a little wobbly
ambiguity is actually a really nice
thing. &

By Eddy Frankel

Whose favourite ingredients
to cook with are also cabbage,
¥ /4 chickensand chaos
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Art

‘Diirer’s Journeys: Travels

of a Renaissance Artist’
Renaissance master Albrecht Durer
spent hislife roamingacross Europe.
Butthisisn’tjustanexhibition about
one man’stravels, it’sabout how his
ideasspread like a super-virulent
form of cultural Covid and helped
changetheshapeofarttocome.

-> National Gallery. Until Feb 27. £20.

‘The Stand-Ins: Figurative
Painting from the Collection’
Paintingwasbloody everywherein
2021.Youcouldn’tgointoagallery
inthis city without having canvases
shoved inyoureyeballs. But this
show of figurative works was one
ofthestandouts, featuring big
starsofthe medium like Dorothea
Tanning, Maria Lassnigand Rose
Wylie, alongside some of the best
younger artistsin the game, like Issy
Wood, Jamian Juliano-Vilaniand
Christina Quarles.

-> Zabludowicz Collection. Until Feb 13. Free.
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Jamian Juliano-Vilani in ‘The Stand-Ins: Figurative Painting from the Collection’

LAST-CHANCE ART

Time’s running out to see these amazing exhibitions,
so get your arty skates on and go gallery hopping

Bloomberg New Helen Cammock: ‘Concrete
Contemporaries 2021 Feathers and PorcelainTacks’
Every year, thisshow Helen Cammock’s latest
picksthebestrecent showisaloveletterto
artgraduatesand cooperation. Notjust
whacksthemina theideaofgetting
roomtogether. The alongand doing
results can be messy, thingstogether, but
butthey’re always the pioneering 1844
interesting, and every Northern workers’
yearyougetaglimpse rights movement The
of what youngartists Rochdale Principles of
are makingright now, Co-operation. Cammock
and ‘'whomightgoon juxtaposes painting,

video, craft objects,
tools and social history
toshow thatthose
things are not distinct,
separate entities, that
thereisno ‘high’and

tobiggerthings. This
isthebestselection
inyears, fullof gore
and nightmares.

- South London Gallery.
Until Feb 20. Free.

Rafal Zajko in
Bloomberg New

Contemporaries
2021

‘low’ culture, but thatit’salljust
different versionsoflabour,it’sall
essential, and - more than anything
else —itallworks better when we do
ittogether.

-> The Photographers’ Gallery. Until Feb 13.£5,
£2.50 concs.

Rachel Jones:
‘SMIIILLLLEEEE’

Sometimes, a painting’s eyes
follow you around the room. Butin
RachelJones’snew show, it’sthe
teeth. Grinning out ofevery wall
isasetofsemi-abstract gnashers,
twisted and pushed toavisual
extreme, smiling menacingly at
youwherever you go. Jones has
gorgeous painthandling, aunique
aestheticand cleverideas.It’s
enoughtoputasmileonyourface.m
Eddy Frankel

-> Thaddaeus Ropac. Until Feb 5. Free.

Read the latest reviews
timeout.com/art

JULIANO VILLANI, JAMIAN ‘CONSTRUCTIVE LIVING’ (2019). COURTESY THE ARTIST, ZABLUDOWICZ COLLECTION, AND MASSIMO DE CARLO, LONDON.

TODD-WHITE ART PHOTOGRAPHY. RAFAL ZAJKO, AMBER CHAMBER Il (RESURGENCE), 2021.



MAO CHOW ‘PRAWN’ TOAST: SAM AHARRIS

LONDON’S VEGAN SCENE has
gone from strength to strength
over the last few years, with plant-
based offerings expanding from
processed meat-free junk food
and ultra-healthy grain salad
bowls to innovative dishes from
around the world that deserve
to be celebrated. Now, vegans
have more eating options than
ever in the capital, and even the
most veg-phobic carnivores can
eschew meat, dairy, eggs and
honey knowing that the city will
provide amazing alternatives.

As all vegans know, plant-based
eating should be a habit to
maintain beyond Veganuary, as
it’s one of the most effective (and
delicious) ways you can do your
bit to help tackle the climate crisis.
Don’t know where to start? Here’s
a bucket list of the best vegan
dishes from London restaurants,
including a luscious dessert, a pick-
and-mix Caribbean feast, a mouth-
widening, veg-packed sandwich
and a cracking plant-based version
of a Chinese classic. Eating your
greens never tasted so good.

Vegan miso ramen at
Itadaki Zen

Atvegan Japanesejoint Itadaki Zen
inKing’s Cross, the misoramen
soup baseisstewed with shiitake
mushroomsand kombu seaweed.
Thishelpscreateathick, creamy,
umamisoup thatcomplementsthe
medium-thinramen noodles that
soakupall the flavour. Thedish is
finished with a generous sprinkling
ofyasai (vegetable) toppings: stir-
fried veg, sweetcornand spring
onions. Slurpup the good stuff.

- 139King's Cross Rd, WC1X 9BJ. £9.

The vegan dishes
you needto try

Veganuary'’s in full swing, so hunt down the best plant-based
treats our city’s restaurants have to offer

Vegan wontons atTofu Vegan
The much-loved Xi’an Impression
Chineserestaurantopposite Arsenal
stadium hasopened a plant-based
place on Upper Street called Tofu
Vegan. There you candive face first
intoaninvitingbowl of fatand juicy
wrinkly wonton dumplings, filled
with diced crunchy vegetables,
wood-ear mushrooms and vegan
mince. They comesteepedina
spicy, fiery red, deeply flavoured
broth that’sguaranteed toset your
tonguealight.

- 105 Upper St,N1 1QN. £8.20.
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Food & Drink

Eden platter at Eat of Eden
Atallsixofitsbranches (Brixton,
Clapham, Shepherd’s Bush,
Croydon, Walthamstow and
Lewisham), Eat of Edenservesup
nutritiousand tasty plant-based
Caribbean-inspired food. Think:
comfortingcurries, burgersand
pattiesloaded with veg. Firsttimers
cantryabitofeverythingwith the
Eden platter,choosingsevenitems
fromaline-upthatincludesackee,
plantain, callaloo, macaroni pie,
salads, dumplings, curries, stews,
fritters and more. A taste of heaven.
Or,indeed, ataste of Eden.

-> Various locations. £16.95.

Banhxeo at SenViet
Banhxeoisathin,savoury, fried
pancake from Southern Vietnam
thatlookslike a giant stuffed
omelette -butthere’snoegg, or

any animal products, involved in
makingit, although it’straditionally

eatenwithaporkor prawn

filling. The version at vegetarian
Vietnamese restaurant SenViet
inHoxton containsa mountain of
tofu, beansprouts, onion, mung
beansand mushroomsinstead, all
nestled inacrisp pancake made
from turmeric, coconut milkand
rice flour. The best waytoeatitisto
cuteachoneintosmall portions,
wrapinalettuceleaf with fresh
herbs, dipin homemade soy sauce
andtuckin.

- 120Kingsland Rd,E2 8DP. £9.90.

Vegetable momos at

Fatt Pundit

ThisJanuary, Indo-Chinese
restaurant Fatt Pundit has created
adedicated vegan menu featuring
plant-based versions of popular
dishes.Itshearty, flavoursome and
colourful momo dumplings come
insteel steamersandareasight
tobehold, with theirtiny wheat

SenViet

SAYS:

chouquettes and specialty coffee.

from scratch by the team.
42 Tavistock St, WC2E 7PB.

0 CRAQUELIN PATISSERIE

‘Founded by female Indian chef Ekta
Gosain, O Craquelin will delight your
senses. You can enjoy intricate mini
gateaux, colourful canapés, paris-brest,

There are no compromises: pastries are
baked on the day and ingredients like
pralines, jam and compote are all made

DAN’S
SAYS:

‘Be transported to the streets of Rio
with three DAN’S intensive, calorie-
burning workouts to pulsating Latin
beats for only £24 (usually £57). With
small groups in an inclusive space, at

Try London’s happiest workout! Visit
checkout.timeout.com.’
5 Cavendish Place, W1G OQA.

DAN’S 95 percent of DAN’Sers feel the
positive mental benefit of our classes.

COLONEL SAAB
SAYS:

‘Celebrate Valentine’s Day at Colonel
Saab on February 11,12 or 14, with
alove letter from India by owners the
Choudhary family. Enjoy an extravagant
sharing menu featuring delicious
tandoori lamb chops and Gil-E-Firdaus,
adessert traditionally served at
weddings, garnished with rose petals
and fresh berries. Roses included!
193-197 High Holborn, WC1V 7BD.

d lsting ——

ort ourlocal partners.

P y —

Ty
Q VARIOUS LOCATIONS *7/—

TEN HEALTH & FITNESS
SAYS:

‘If you're starting your pilates journey,
what better way than with Ten, London’s
top dynamic reformer pilates provider,
six-time Tatler Gym Awards winner

and home to some of London’s most
expert trainers? Especially with an
introductory offer that gets you four
classes forjust £50. Book now at
www.ten.co.uk.’

Various locations.
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Mallow Food & Drink

some of the finest sandwiches
inthe capital, and this carefully
crafted vegan masterpieceis
nodifferent. The Vegan Dom
2.0boasts colourful layers and
contrasting textures. It’'smade up
ofroasted aubergine marinated
in chilli, ginger and garlic, agreen
thatare making waves. Typically, beansalad, beansprouts, mint,
achocolate financieris made with Thaibasil, coriander and salted
brownbutter and eggs, but this blackbeans, alldrenched in

pud managestoboastanindulgent vegan mayonnaise and aspicy
sponge and explode with chocolate priktumvinegar dressing, topped
flavour without the help of those with roasted cashews and packed
classicbakingingredients.It’s intoasemolinasubrollthat’s
served withsalty, crunchy hazelnuts  baked in-house. Good lucktrying
tobalance everything out. Properly toeatone withoutdislocating
transcendent stuff. yourjaw. ®

- 1 Cathedral St,SE1 9DE. £7. -> 262 Hackney Rd, E2 7SJ and 22b Bevis Marks,

EC3A7JB. £8.
TheVegan Dom 2.0 at
Dom’s Subs
There are sandwiches and then
there are Dom’s Subs. The cult outfit
hasbeen quietly knocking out

ByAngela Hui
Who makes a mean
vegan mapo tofu.

wrappers pleated to perfection.

D ive fa ce These plump parcels containa

spinach, mushroom, courgette

fi rst i ntO a and tofu filling that packs a punch,

and are served with aselection of
bOWI Of fat spicy chutneys.
-> 77 Berwick St, W1F 8TH and 6 Maiden Lane,

L} L]
and lu Icy WC2E 7NA. £5.50.

wrmkly Crim)y sesame ‘prawn’ toast
t at Mao Chow Express
wo n o ns Prawn toast, that classic Chinese

takeaway dish, holdsaspecial place
inmany people’shearts, but what
ifwetold youthatyou cantakethe
prawnoutof it? At Mao Chow Express
in Boxpark Shoreditch, chefs have
been experimenting with flavours
and texturesto createabold dish
using OmniPork, vegan shrimp

and toasted nori powder, mixed

together with spicesand vegan B tt I b h t
mayonnaise. Theresulting o o m ess ru n c a
deep-fried wondersarecrisp,
goldenbrown andloaded with h fo r £4 5
sesame seeds. Thisis prawn
toast, but notasyouknow it.

-> Unit 56 Boxpark, 2-10 Bethnal Green Rd,
E16GY. £6.50.

Chocolate hazelnut
financier at Mallow
Theteambehind vegetarian
institution Mildreds hasexpanded
its offeringand opened vegan
restaurant Mallow in Borough Discover more offers at timeout.com/offers
Market. Everythingon the menu
isenticing, butit’sthe desserts
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Food & Drink

The Plimsoll
Jedede K

THE LASTTIME | went to the space
that is now The Plimsoll, it was an
Irish pub with an old-man vibe.

Now Ed Mcllroy and Jamie Allan,
the chef duo known as Four Legs,
have taken it over. In some ways, it
hasn’t changed much, but what’s
obviously different is the shiny new
kitchen you see when you walk in.

The menu is a mix of snacks,
small plates and bigger plates. It's
one of those where your brain goes
‘vep,yep,yep’ asyou scan it. The
snacks included chipolatas with
dijonnaise, and chunks of octopus
tentacle in a crispy, light batter. Both
were simple and delicious, but really
just a warm-up to the famed Four
Legs dexter cheeseburger.

At this point, things took a turn.
The waitress came over and uttered
those doom-laden words: ‘We need
the table back in 15 minutes.’ |
wouldn’t have minded, except a) no
one told us how long we had the table
for,and b) the burger hadn’t arrived.

When it did turn up, about five
minutes later, it was glorious, like a
supercharged Big Mac: no lettuce,
no bullshit, just a juicy patty with
gherkins, onions, cheese and
burger sauce, in a brioche bun.

But because of the sudden time

o

Five coffees for a fiver
at Coco di Mama

Discover more offers at timeout.com/ offers
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pressure, | hadto inhale it.

| checked my watch: seven minutes
to go. | tried to squeeze in dessert.
I'd been eyeing up the chocolate
mousse and the lemon cake. But my
order was rejected: ‘I’'m afraid you
don’t have time for dessert.” Oh.

Aneighbourhood
pub from chef duo
Four Legs.

Forthe mighty
Dexter cheeseburger.

52 StThomas’s Rd,
N4 2QW.

Allin all, the food was excellent;
the service less so. Unfortunately,
that meant the meal ended on a bad
note. Maybe, when time has passed
and my wounds have healed, I'll
return and make it all the way to
pudding. m Isabelle Aron

Carmel

1. 8. 8.8 ¢

A west London sister
to Hackney’s much-
loved Berber & Q.

Forthe charred hispi
cabbage and other
expertly smoked and
grilled dishes.

23-25 Lonsdale Rd,
NW6 6RA.

BERBER & Q chef-owner Josh Katz’s latest
is a delightful all-day Eastern Mediterranean
restaurant. The interior is mainly white —
tiles and painted brickwork —and loads of
plants dangle from the ceiling.

From the dinner line-up of small and large
sharing plates, we started with zesty cured
sardines with lemon verjus, and chunks of
soft potato and sour cream, topped with
onion, green chilliand radish. Each mouthful
was a riot of complementary tastes and
textures —a winning combination.

Then came a surprise for this carnivore:
the cabbage. Perfectly charred, crunchy yet
smooth hispi cabbage, smotheredinras el
hanout and macadamia dukkah. A smoky,
fresh, deeply moreish revelation. Cabbage!

We ordered two big plates between us
—one would have been plenty, but where’s
the fun in that? The smoked lamb neck
shawarma with shio koji (a fermented grain
marinade), garlic labneh and pickled turnip,
was beautifully cooked but the cut was a
little fatty for my taste. The slow-grilled Urfa
chilli chicken, however, was out of this world.
Well, out of Turkey. It was pink and succulent
with sticky, blackened skin. Outstanding.

The drinks and desserts —including a
cocktail with strong undertones of cherry
bakewell and a chocolate tahini tart with
sesame brittle — were enjoyable enough. But
these confections didn’t turn our heads like
the savoury offerings did. Especially that
cabbage. mSarah Cohen

PLIMSOLL: ANDY PARSONS; CARMEL: STEVEN JOYCE
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