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Getting lost in Money Heist just got easier.

With TalkTalk's superfast fibre and Netflix
together in one easy package.
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It just makes
SenseSense.
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Pop star Self Esteem on
acceptance, sexuality
and having a laugh




AL

{~

e
Cancer Research UK is a registered charity in England and Wales (1089464), Scotland (SC041666),
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It's our
birthday!

2022 marks 20 years since Cancer Research UK was formed.
But our history goes back much further, to 1902.

Thanks to our supporters, partners, research community
and volunteers we've been at the forefront of cancer
research for over a century. As a result, more people are
surviving their cancer than ever before.

We've come so far. And we will go much further.

Find out more about our progress
and ways to support our work:

Visit cruk.org/20years

ai8% CANCER
:+§  RESEARCH
Tty UK

Together we will beat cancer
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LONDON
Per—

Valentine’s Day approaches, and I'm single for the first time in
many years. Save your sympathy for someone else though: this
guy’s in love! In love with the fair city of London, that is.

Being unattached here, at this time of yeat, is fine, isn’t it?

I haven’t been chucked out of anywhere for bringing the mood
down with my unappetising, cloying ‘singleton energy’. No
one’s crossing the street to avoid me, in case I suddenly try to
marry them. The young people in nice clothes treat me with
cold indifference. Exactly the same as they did before.

My supercharged love for London is manifesting itself
culturally. I've made a real effort to up my intake of live music.
My local gallery and indie cinema can’t get rid of me. I've even

booked a few trips to the theatre. Doing stuff by yourself'is a
great way to properly take in culture, to feel immersed by it,
while simultaneously lessening the stigma attached to drinking
by yourself. It’s harder to feel pity for a lonely man necking
pints if he’s also applauding the Jerusalem’ revival.

Still not watching any dance though. I'm not that in love.

THE EDITOR’S ESSENTIALS Three things you have to do in London

‘Boiling Point’ is still on at a few
cinemas. | watched it at the Rio,
round the corner from where it was
filmed. Recommended!

a4 . B
WATCH a.

The Royal Academy’s Francis Bacon
exhibition has the whole city inan
arty tizz. | cannot wait to get down

there and feel the gore.

SHOP here & =&
Provisions in Holloway is a great
indie place to pick up (and try

loads of) fancy cheese and wine.
Very helpful, nice staff, too.

@timeoutlondon f facebook.com/timeoutlondon , @timeoutlondon ‘?“ timeout.com/news
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ITHAPPENED TO PEOPLE LIKE
YOU ON A DAY LIKE TODAY

The new Second World War and The Holocaust Galleries
at Imperial War Museum London

See how the war affected all walks of life

NOW OPEN e IWMORG.UK ¢ FREE ENTRY
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‘Ifyoucan’torganiseadecentdatein

London, there’sno hope for you!”

Thatwaswhat Pearl had putin hertext.

NG Well, challenge accepted!

Edited by Isabelle Aron _ R '\!' 21Ny ; I'dgive Pearl an absolute humdinger ofa
@timeoutlondon Wb e . *- Valentine’snight.

- " Oneriddledwithromance.

Because Pearl’s a keeper, that’s why.

Iwas quietly confidentinthe planning

stages, let’sput it that way.

With London as my canvas, what could

gowrong?

Iaffixed mytieand beretand met herunder
theclockat Waterloo as per.

WeKkicked proceedings off onthe London
Eye, Pearl’s favourite ferriswheel.
Wetookourusual capsule and Itaped my
bluetooth speaker to the window.
LionelRichiefilled our orblike agasaswe
sipped Prosecco from my Evian water bottle.

Ithenknocked Pearl sideways by whisking
herofftoa‘lovers’cinema’ in Soho.

The conceptisthateveryseatisontheback
row, which they’ve done by pulling outall
theotherseatsandtheyrunataloss.
Wewatched “The Road to Perdition’ and
canoodled alittleand then headed east.

I'd found arestaurantcalled Candle where
notonly werethetables candlelitbutalso
theycooked by candlelightand, when you
ate, the waiterilluminated your fork witha
lighterasyoumovedittoyourlips.

Ikissed Pearl by the burning water wheel and
thenwewent furthereaststill.

Wewere lucky enoughtogetalate-nighttable
inLastRolofordessert.

Wedrank coffee and ate their famousdeep-
fried last Rolosand we paid the extratogo
intothekitchen and seethe portersbinning
theRolosthatweren’tthelastones.

We were fat with ardour when our Uber came,
T'dclicked yestothe ‘romance’ optionandthe
backseat was festooned with rose petalsand

honey, thelatter of which ruined Pearl’s frock

and alsomy rugbyshorts. ’
Weshookhandsat Pearl’sdrop-offand I

waited for herjet-black frontdoortoshut.

My heartwaschurningwithloveaswesailed
backthrough the capital.

Igawped cheerfully out of thewindowand
marvelled atthe other lovebirds, walkingon
airamongst the greatlandmarks of London.

A A couplewere makingoutagainst the front of
The comedian and poet HamleysandIbitmylipinapproval. ®
shares his ode to the city,

‘A London Supel’date’ -> ‘Here We Go Round The Mulberry Bush. An Anthology of

Poems & Conversations (From Outside)’ by Tim Key is out on
Feb 14. ‘Tim Key: Mulberry’ is at Soho Theatre, Feb 9-26.

ILLUSTRATION: STEVE BEECH; TIM KEY: JONATHAN BIRCH
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City life
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Rita’s indulgent tear-

and-share garlic bread

LITTLE ESSEX
STREET WC2R

What goes into the London plates THE STREET THAT CHANGED MY LIFE
that everyone bangs on about - ~
Author Jacqueline
FLUFFY, FRAGRANT AND dripping and the dish is a meeting of two of my Wllsorf recalls getting
in butter. When Rita’s launched its favourite things: the garlic bread from her first book deal
one-of-a-kind garlic bread at its Soho a Crouch End pizzeria and the warm
restaurant, the dish sold out on day Parker House rolls you get with dinner in WHEN | WAS in my early
one. ‘It’s satisfying, salty and a little bit the US.” He explains its magic formula. m twenties, I sent out my
nostalgic,” says co-founder Gabriel Price. Chiara Wilkinson first novel, but people were
‘I grew up between here and the States, - 49 Lexington St. £4.50. turning it down. A year or
so went by, and I received

a letter from Macmillan
publishers inviting me to
their offices in Little Essex
Street. By that stage, I was
despairing - I thought
they’d pat me on the head
and say ‘nice try, dear’.

Iwaslivingin Kingston
uponThamesatthetime.
WhenIwasyounger, my
mum used to take meinto
Londonto visit Selfridges at
Christmas, butIdidn’treally
know other partsofthe city.
Iset off for Waterloo and
walked along the Strand,
beforeIwasushered into
agrand boardroom, all
mahogany and gleaming.
ItwaslikeI'd been removed
from my ordinarylifeand
there was this magical life of
luxury and culture thatThad
onetoein.

Thehead of Macmillan’s
crimelisttold me that my
book, ‘Hide and Seek’, was

The
parmesan
‘We shave a little cheese
on top of the butter foran
extra flourish of flavour. We use
Grana Padano from an Italian
supplier-it's the perfect
box-ticking cheese,
nottoo heavy!

The
green butter
‘We purée garlic with
parsley and add it to butter
with parmesan and pepper. It's
indulgent, smooth and very
buttery. We sprinkle sea salt
ontherollto hold the
butterin place!

The bread
‘We cook the dough in

The garlic

‘We go through a lot of garlic oil. It's baked just goingtobe publ.lshed.
garlic - we make about three before service in a ver Afterwards, Iskipped down
i i ' / thestreetand boughtan
kilos ofthls bu_ttera.day. It's hot oven to make a chewy ug
made with confit garlic as well crustand a pillowy soft egg-salad sandwich on

theStrandtocelebrate.I'd
wanted tobe awriter sincel
wassixyearsold, soit meant
theworld to me. Nothing’s
everbeenasexcitingasthat
moment. BInterview by
Chiara Wilkinson

-> Jacqueline Wilson is at the Imagine
Children’s Festival at the Southbank
Centre on Feb 20.

asraw,soithasawarm,
roasted flavour, butis
also punchy!

centre that soaks up
the butter”

The process
‘When you pull the bread
apart, the butter starts to melt
and you can dunkitin. Sharing
food atthe beginning ofa
meal brings everyone
together!

Explore more of the city at
timeout.com/thingstodo
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NATURAL, FAIR & DELICIOUS

Eek! We've won for the third year running;
Try our embarrassingly good, award-winning tea today.




City life

London restaurant staff on
what not to do on a date

The silent witnesses share the worst dates they’ve seen play out

Don’t flirt with the staff
‘T'veseenacouplegazeintoeach otherseyesonly
forthe womanto gotothebathroomand the man
passapiece of paper with his phone number onto
the waitress. The waitress gave the piece of paper
tothe woman on her return from the bathroom
and she made aquickexit. Hewasleft with ared
faceand thebill.’ Tim Healy, owner, Joe Allen

Don’t be late
‘Agentlemanwasincredibly late foradateand

hisexcusewasthat he’d got caughtup shaving
himselffrom head totoein preparation. Why he
feltthe need toapproachthedateasif swimming
the channelisamysterybestleftunsolved.’

Olga Turral, waiter, The Pig& Butcher

Don’t try to blag it with the wine list
‘Don’t show offabout wine if you clearly have
noidea. Morethanonce, I've had someone tell
methey hatesauvignon blanc, butlovesancerre
(sauvignonblanc from the Loire Valley), which
isasticky onetoexplain without makingthem
sound stupidtotheguestthey’retryingtoimpress.’
Ian Toogood, general manager, Launceston Place

Don’tbe a dick

‘Weoncehad acoupleonafirstdate. Hewason
time, she wasten minuteslate. When she arrived,
hetapped hiswatch and said: “You are very, very
late!” before even saying hello. Needless to say,
shehad aglass of water and left. It was painful to

watch.’ mRizwan Khan, general manager, Junsei

(@) ASKAN EDITOR (2

Your going-out problems solved by Time Out editors

?.T
"_-_.w_unﬂlnﬂ""

Felix from Archway asks:

‘What’s the best cinemain
London for a date? I’'m looking for
somewhere with aromantic vibe,
where you won’t have people
sitting right next to you and
munching popcornin your ear.’

Phil de Semlyen,

o global Film editor
The firsttime Iwent
onamoviedatewith

my partner wasto ascreening
of ‘Roman Holiday’ and Ifell
asleep (inmydefence, Iwas
quitejet-lagged). SoamIthe
bestjudge of what makesagood

Time Out London February 8 — 21 2022

cinemadate? Possibly not. But
Iwould recommend cosying
upinoneofLondon’ssnug
below-ground screens, like the
Curzon Bloomshury or the swish
new O0deon West End. Other
date-friendly spotsincludethe
Everyman Canary Wharf - easily
the mostromanticthingin
Docklands-and Homerton’s
beautiful The Castle, whichis
runbyacoupleand thus haslove
vibesbuiltin.Oh, and of course,
Notting Hill’s super-comfortable
Electric, which even hasbedsand
blankets. Youknow, in case one
ofyouisjet-lagged.m
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ONTHE
STREET

The most ridiculous
things we’ve overheard
in London this week

‘Makinglunchis
relentless,don’t
you think?’

‘I'monlywearing
mylovelyred
suedebootsin
poshweather.’

‘Canweorder food
firstand thentalk
aboutyourteeth?’

‘T'vealwaysbeenbig
onhand-washing,
evenbeforethe
pandemic.’

‘Iliked that Guinness
cake.Couldn’t
taste the Guinness,
though.

‘Whyisitsohard
toeatbombay mix
withoutdroppingit
onthefloor?’

‘TIsitokayifTask
you questions
aboutvinegar?’

‘Ican’tdeal
withyour toxic
productivity.
‘Don’tdragBeyoncé
intothis.’

‘IthinkI’vegota
tomatoseedup
my nose.’

- I

Overheard something weird?
Tweet us #wordonthestreet
@timeoutlondon

DINNER DATE: JIM HEIMANN COLLECTION; ELECTRIC CINEMA: ANDY PARSONS
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travel free

Do more of what you love.

Bus it. Train it.
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All kids under Il can travel free at any time on buses and trams.
¥ Up to four kids under Il can travel free at any time on Tube, DLR,
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The

pleasure’s

all hers

A smash-hit second album, a Brit nomination and

fresh sense of her own identity - it’s been a big year for

Self Esteem. Kate Lloyd finds out how she got there.
Portraits Vic Lentaigne

‘WHAT WOULD Rita Ora do?’

That’saquestion Rebecca Taylor —aka Self
Esteem, pop artistand cover star of Time Out’s
veryromantic Valentine’sissue —asks herselfalot.

Howwould Rita Ora poseif she was asked to
‘actnatural’inanoutfit that’sjust ashirt, tieand
someverybigearrings? Would Rita Oradrinkthe
champagne brought to the Time Out cover shoot
touseasaprop? Would shelickalollipop with ‘T
fuckinglove me’ written onit? The ‘RitaOra Test’
hasevenledtoTaylor getting the same personal
trainerasthesinger. (AsI'mlifting, 'mlike: Yes,
thisisliterally whatRitawould do!’)

Andnearly every time she bringsitup,it’s
followed by amassive, filthy laugh.

‘It’sabig part of my artistic process. Hahaha!’

Second acts

Thatlaugh (whichisstill reverberating around my
head dayslater) hasbeenringingoutacrossthe
empty Time Out office for an hour now. It’s Friday
nightand Taylor and Ihave somehow managed
towork our way through a screwtop bottle of
proseccoaswe chat. Tobe fair, the 35-year-old
—-whorosetofamein’00s folk band Slow Club
-hasplenty of successtotoast. Overthe past 12
months, she hasgone fromretiredindiestarto
hyped pop powerhouse.

17

Hersecond soloalbum, ‘Prioritise Pleasure’,
wasreleasedin 2021 and becamea cult hitwith
acertaintype of millennial who’d got better at
saying ‘no’tostuff duringthe pandemic. Covering
the pressurestobethinand hairless, get married,
havebabiesand hide our greedy, lazy, horny,
moody bits, the record sounded like the posts of
1,000body-positive influencers smushed into
45 minutes of very fun bangers. People related
hard.Irememberbeing forwarded the single
‘IDo This All the Time’ - a spoken-word trackwith
lyricslike “When I'm buried inthe ground/Iwon’t
beable to make your birthday drinks but Iwill still
feel guilty’ - by friends, like it wasa meme.

Theresult, for Taylor, hasbeen abrand new
fanbase. She’seven been nominated for Best
Newcomer at tonight’s Brits. But the best thing
tocomeoutofthisera, shesays,ishowit’smade
her feel about herself. “You get stuckon this
conveyor beltof “Tobeagood friend, you have to
beallthesethings”, shesays. ‘Or:“Youneed toget
married and havebabies.” It’snot sustainable.’
Shesitsacross from meindouble denim, her
Telfarbagplonked onthetable. Ifeel deep stress
ifIcan’tbe exactly what you want me tobe.Ithink
other people feel like that.Ithink other women
feellikethat. AndIjust putitintowords.It’slikea
really gentle, radical statement.’

February 8 — 21 2022 Time Out London



Self Esteem

The origin story of Self Esteem goes something
like this: Taylor grew up in Rotherham, just
outside Sheffield, with parents who were shy,
unassuming ‘Sylvanian Family people’. She spent
alotoftime onherown ‘playingimagination
games’, which iswhy she reckons she hasso many
wild ideas now. Her parents were eager tolet her
try everything she fancied, from cricket (which
shehad the talent to do professionally) to music,
whichishowsheended upinSlow Club.

Theband -started by Taylor and friend Charles
Watson - were the kind of group thatintroverted
guyson Tinderwould be surprised you'd heard
of. ‘Our fans were heteronormative couples,’ she
says. ‘AndIwasarepressed queer personinaband
with people that were happily settled down. At
gigsIwaslike: Whyisn’tanyone snogging meeee?’
In fact, Slow Club’s first video, released in 2006, is
so ‘indie twee’ you halfexpect aukulele-wielding
Zooey Deschanel toshowupinit. “‘We thought
we were so cool,’ says Taylor. ‘But there wasan
inherentuncoolnesstothatwholeindieera.
That’swhy there’snostalgia forit.’

By 2017, Taylor was feeling increasingly
disillusioned with male-centricbandlife. She
started turningto pop acts -Rihanna, Beyoncé,
Katy Perry, ‘even, like, Jesse fucking J’ - for
inspiration. They were the kind of performersthe
restoftheband ‘scoffed at’. “They didn’t want to
hearaboutthem and they certainly didn’t want

Time Out London February 8 — 21 2022

tobeinfluenced by them,’ she says. She obsessed
over the work of female performance artists like
Marina Abramovic and the queens of TV show
‘RuPaul’sDragRace’ (‘Tmintothelivesofthese
peopleinthe way thatabloke might care about
Ronaldo’). And then she started writing her own
stuff. ‘Istopped equating “being good” with being
“what menwanted”, she says.

Wasleaving the band awkward?

She pauses.

‘Tdid asoftexit,’ she says. Tt waslike: I'm gonna
maybe dothis, or maybe be back. That wasn’t very
cool of mebutIwas fuckingshit-scared.’

What Taylor became was a performer with
Gemma Collins-levels of comedy swagger. The
kind who, at our Hoxton Hotel cover shoot, can go
from makingajellyfish-shaped, Muppet-textured
dresslook high fashion, to describing its lumpy
train asits ‘ballsacks’, to pretendingto fellate
awinebottletoreferringtoherselfasa ‘Tesco
catalogue model’, allin under two minutes.
It’sexactlywhat Londoners want froma pop
starin2022. Asingerwho-while on all-fours with
two assistants attempting to pull off her shoes -
asksaPR: ‘Canyouvideo this forsocial?’ It’'salso
exactly how Tayloriseven withoutan audience.
Shehastheenergy ofthat girl at school who'd
alwayslure you intotrouble. Her stories arelaced
with sidewaysjokes and overshares that make you

18

‘The fact that you can get
frozen Margaritas on tap and
you don’t even have to bowl
is very romantic to me.

‘You've got the river, you've
gotthe nice barand you've
got quite a lot of other nice
bars nearby.And I'd like it if
someone wanted to take me
tosee someart!

‘| feel like the “Ratatouille”
ratthere, with all the
different wines and cheeses.
There’s this bitin that movie
where he bites some cheese
and a bit of apple and he
gets fireworks in his brain.
That's me at Gordon’s!

BLAZER: MUGLER; BODY: ANNIE'S IBIZA
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Sainsbury’s

Helping everyone eat better

Make
he step

hero

This warming tomato and pepper soup is full of veg and
ready in three simple steps. So make soup, a cheap and easy
way to help our health and the planet, one bowl at a time.

Research shows eating in line with UK dietary guidelines will be better for the planet than the current average UK diet. Find out more at https://about ys.co.uk/helping yone-eat-better

Recipe serves 4 and can be found at: https://recipes.sainsburys.co.uk/recipes/ d- o-and-red-pepper-soup Scan for recipe.




Self Esteem

feel partofasecret clubwith her: ‘Thave this
theorythat whenIfeellike the rat from

“Ratatouille”Ifeel mostlike myself.’ Or: ‘If Miley
Cyruswantstocometo my flatin Hackney Wick
forachickendinner, ’'mready.’ She talks fastand
loud. Thatis, untilshe lands on a painful topic.

Thavetoleanoverthetableto hearaboutthe
period of poor mental health that came before
shecreated SelfEsteem: ‘IfeltlikeIwas wrong
orbad and thateveryone hated me.” Her speech
slowsdown when describing a tour manager who
everyone loved but whowas ‘a fucking sexist pig’
toher. ‘Noone cared, says Taylor. One particular
incidentstandsoutin hermind. He told herto
putherdressonand stop complaining and said:
‘You'd be workingin McDonald’sif you weren’t
doingthis.’ Itwasaturning point.

When Taylor talks about the state of the music
industry, she speaks sosoftly I basically haveto
lipread. ‘It’sfucked,’ she says. ‘I make no money
from the sales of my records, only from my live
shows, butthey costalotto puton. When you
lookatwho’sinthecharts, it’s [often] people who
come from money because that’s what’s easier for
labels. Ittook me yearstonotice. Iwaslike: Why
doIhavetomoveinandoutofLondonall thetime
inordertoafford tolive, when my peersdon’t?’

Itmeansthat, like many thirtysomething
Londoners, Taylorisstill flat-sharing. ‘Tcan’tdoit
any more, shesays. Twanttoeatcereal by thesink,
noquestions asked.Iwanttonot getawkward
textsabout “beingabit quieter”!’

Sometimesshe fantasises about
livinginabighousein Sheffield.

‘But, honestly, nothing makes me
happier than puttingonbootsand
afuckingoutfit, she says. ‘“Trotting
tothetubeandbeingin London.’

Shapeshifting

Giventhisis Time Out’svery romanticissue, it

feelsonly right that we move from housemates to

theother great millennial bugbear —datingapps.
Tayloravoided Hinge foralongtimein case

shebumped intoaSlow Club fan. She tried the Self-acceptance

]
exclusive celebrity datingapp Raya, but the I stopped Weneckthedregsof our proseccoand head tothe
closestshe cametoadate wasalmost meeting n pubwiththerest ofthe Time Out team. Taylor
someone who was in the Blue Man Group. eq u atl I'I g grabsahalf-pint and entertains office gossip as
Herlife hasbeen one of many short “ = ifshe’snotan award-nominated pop star.
relationships: ‘Iget asked: When are you goingto bGI I1 g Itwould be easy to position heras akind of

stop beinglike this? And my question is: What if go o d ”

real-talk, girlboss, empowerment-anthemist.
Inever [wantto]stop?’ But Taylor’sattitude has Butthereality of hanging out with her is far more
altered abitrecently. ‘It’s flipped frombeinga

with b e i n g fun. Taylorisaharbinger of chaos. And while,

sortof PlayStation game of “How doIabsolutely elsewhere, beingamodern feminist means
definitely get picked?” to “What doIactually “what men reading ‘manifesto’ books, goingto panel talks
we-lnt?”’ Taylor realiseq asateenager tha.t she o and.posting Instagram pictures of period bloat,
berson. But foralong cme [wasn' she says.Its wanted ot twant obelikea Doveadvert, shesays,
somethingshe’d had an inkling about for while: cackling. ‘WhatIamtryingtodoisaccept myself
‘Ttwasthe first time Isawtwo hot girlskiss at forexactlywhoIam.Itshouldn’tfeel radical -all
[Sheffield clubnight] Corporation.Iwaslike: Iwanttodoiseatwhile Iwatch thetelly, get pissed
T'veenjoyed thistoomuch.’ ifIwant, have sexwithwhoIwant-butitdoes.’m

Onceshe cameout, she started tonotice that - The album ‘Prioritise Pleasure’ is out now. Self Esteem performs at
she’d ‘shapeshift’to appeal tothe men she dates Kentish Town Forum on Mar 24.
inaway she never does forwomen. ‘With
women, Ilove to make plans and tell them
“Thisiswherewe’re going”, she says. ‘But when
I'mwith menIbecomethisdiminutive bullshit.’

Find more names to watch at
timeout.com/2022artists

SHIRT & TIE: STYLISTS OWN; EARRINGS: CHANEL C/O SUSAN CAPLAN; BOOTS: STYLISTS OWN;

GLOVES: RYSIA PIERZCHALA; SELF ESTEEM LIVE: CHARLIE RAVEN/ALAMY
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Sainsbury's

I he

This vibrant pea and leek soup is packed with veg and feeds
a family of 4 for under a fiver. So make soup, a cheap and easy
way to help our health and the planet, one bowl at a time.

The Greengrocer Garden Peas 850g, 52p. Sainsbury’s Loose leeks (£1.90/kg, - 1leek approx. 62p). Sainsbury’s British White Potatoes 2.5kg, 91p. Vegetable Stock Cubes 10 x 10g, 50p.
S Mixed seeds 100g, 90p. Sainsbury’s Fresh Packed Mint 30g, 47p. Total cost £3.92. Based on four people, cost per portion is 98p. Subject to availability. Price and product may vary in
Locals. Prices correct at time of going to print. Research shows eating in line with UK dietary guidelines will be better for the planet than the current average UK diet. Find out more

at https://ab insburys.co.uk/helpi co.uk/recipes/p: d-leek-soup Peas are high in

ping yoneeatbetter Recipe serves 4 and can be found at: https://recipes.sainsb
protein. Source for nourish soil claim: https://www.pgro.org/downloads/PGROBLUEPRINTFORPULSES.pdf

Scan for recipe.
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things that will change
our cities this year

From virtual-reality gigs and ironic ‘indie sleaze’ nights to longer weekends and
greener cities, we explore how the world will evolve in 2022. Illustrations Hedof

We'll talk
to strangers
inrestaurants

In2014,Ilaunchedthe first
Time Out Marketin Lisbon.
Andinthelasteightyears,
I'vebeenworkingtoopen new

Time Out London February 8 — 21 2022
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onesacross the world. Butno matter
wherelam, there’sonethingI’'ve noticed
happening more and more. Peoplesit at
ourcommunal tables and talk to other
people. They’re asking where they got
their food from, starting conversations
and making new friends. That’sright,
strangerstalking to strangers, voluntarily.
It'ssomethingthat’sincreased since the
pandemicstarted. And while you might
thinkthatinthe age of social distancing

22

wewould all want to keep away from
strangers, it’'snot the case. People are
cravinghuman interaction, somuch
sothatthey’refinallystartingtochatto
peopletheydon’tknow.

It’strue that communal tablesin
restaurantsaren’tanew thing, especially
inLondon. Breakfastjoints were the
firsttousethistrick. The purpose was
functional: how can you make the most of
atinyspacethatdependsonashortpeak

STATS: CLUB SODA, TRAID



WORDS: EXTRA ENTRIES BY ALICE SAVILLE

moment? By seating people together, of
course. Butlet’sbe honest: mornings are
probably nottheideal timetostrikeupa
new friendship. Then came the trend for
chef-counters. Butall they did was help
customersgetagood lookatthechef,
rather than encourage themtochattothe
personsitting next to them. Communal
tables have always felt like an unwelcome
guestinarestaurant, with customers
crammed nextto strangers pretending
they’renotthere. ButIthinkthisisthe
year that changes for good.
I'vespokentochefsand restaurateurs
whoareembracingcommunaltables—
mostoftheir guestsdon’t mind sittingwith
peoplethey’ve never met. In fact, they get
moreoutofit. That’swhy many placesare
finally replacing small tables with two or
threebigones, whereindividuals orsmall
groups can connectover food.
Soforgetintimate cornersand private
booths. Thisistheyearofthe bigbuzzy
table. Food brings people together. After
thelasttwoyears, talkingtostrangerswhile
youeat mightseem like an unlikely trend
for2022,butactually, it’sexactly what we
allneed right now.
-> Jodo Cepeda, president and creative director of Time
Out Market.

Zero-alcohol is the future

Bars and brands are falling over
themselves (in a very sober kind of way) to
meet the rocketing demand for new alcohol-
free drinks. Think sophisticated no-ABV spirits
or CBD tipples that deliver the buzz without
the booze.

Apps won’t replace local shops

Grocery delivery apps like Jiffy, Getir and
Gorillas have exploded in the last few years.
But can they bring us fresh pasta or orange
wine? Generally not. That’s why curated food-
and-drink shops will continue to thrive, like
new grocery store Gladwell’s in Camberwell, or
lockdown fave Shop Cuvée, which continues to
do the Lord’s work by delivering bougie wine by
bike to Londoners all over the city.

Pop-up dining is ramping up

More people in hospitality want to be
flexible, creative and experimental. Chef
collabs, pop-ups and supper clubs allow home
cooks and top chefs to mess about at their
mates’ restaurants or a rented space without
committing to a permanent spot.

Eco eating will grow

Put down your Greggs vegan sausage roll:
plant-based food is surging in sophistication,
with dishes like Mallow’s chocolate financier
and Fatt Pundit’s momos pleasing converts
and long-term veggies alike.

49%

of UK adults
are either not
drinking any
alcohol orare
planning to
cutdown soon

Our cities are
getting greener
(literally)

Mostcitiesaresteel-and-
-4 concretejungles.Butthis
isslowly changingasthey
——— redesignthemselves forthe
twenty-first century. This means going
wild for greenery, fighting the climate
crisis by planting stuff.

Perhaps the most ambitious form of
regreeningare “‘urban forests’. In Paris,
Mayor Anne Hidalgo planstocreate
wooded areasnexttolandmarkslike the
Hotelde Ville. ‘Theideaistoprovidean
urbancoolingin citiesthat are confronted
with the effects of global warming, says
Christophe Najdovski, the deputy mayor
of Parisin charge of urban greening.

Butfindingspace for treesin citiescan
betricky.Italian architect Stefano Boeri
cameupwith therevolutionary bosco
verticale(‘verticalforest’) in Milan. Two
shrub-covered residential blocks hold 800
trees—thesameasahectare of woodland.

Other cities are creating green space
byrevampingexistinginfrastructure.
Inspired by New York’s High Line, London
isplanningakilometre-longgreen
walkway on railway viaducts between
Camden and King’s Cross.

o

23

2022 trends

Charity shops
inthe UK
prevent

tonnes of
clothes from
going to
landfill
every year

N

Smaller changes can also be powerful.
Aperfectexample are parklets: parking
spacesthat have been turned into terraces
orgardens. They’ve taken off here, thanks
tothe London Parklets Campaign, which
iscallingon Sadiq Khanto allow residents
toapplytocreatethemontheir streets.

-> Julia Webster Ayuso is a freelance journalist who writes
about European cities.

7 Paris’s mayor Anne Hidalgo has
championed the idea of the ‘15-minute city’,
where urbanites can get anything they need
within a quarter of an hour’s walking or cycling.

8 Mega-retailers like Topshop have been

forced to axe high-street stores in the wake of
Covid. Now up-and-coming artists and chefs
are being handed the keys to city shopfronts.

9 Glasgow recently announced a ban on traffic
inthe city centre, while otherworld cities are
reimagining space to put people first, for cleaner
airand happier cities.

10With fast fashion under fire for low pay
and its impact on the environment, consumers
are looking for sustainable ways to refresh
theirlook. Now stores like hip German chain
PickNWeight are outfitting London in vintage
finery, while charity shops are getting posher.

February 8 — 21 2022 Time Out London
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11 Immersive
theatreis
going to get bigger

‘When we first started, nobody
used theword “immersive”,
saysFelix Barrett, artistic
director of Punchdrunk. “We
were a “site-specific” theatre company.
“Immersive” issomethingthat’scome
alonginthelasttenyears.

If2022 isgoingtobe abigyear for what
wenow callimmersive theatre, thereis
little question astowhoisresponsible.
Punchdrunkisby far the most popular
and successful practitioner of it. This
spring, its first new showsince 2014, ‘The
Burnt City’, premieresin itsnew home
of Woolwich. ‘It’sabitlike acomeback
album!’says Barrett. “There’sawhole new
generation of theatregoerstoenticein.

Punchdrunkisreturningtoascene
muchbusierthan when it left it, with

Time Out London February 8 — 21 2022
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The most
expensive

NFT artwork
(‘Everydays -

The First 5000
Days’ by Beeple)
sold ata Christie’s
auction for

more than

$69m

severallong-runningimmersive shows:
‘The Great Gatsby’, ‘Doctor Who: Time
Fracture’, “The War of the Worlds’,
and, heck, ‘Mamma Mia! The Party’. A
dramatic formthatonce seemed outréis
now widely accepted by theatregoers. In
the pipeline for2022 isanewimmersive
showbased on ‘Peaky Blinders’and “The
Gunpowder Plot’ at the Tower of London.
Housed intwo vast former arsenal
buildings, “The Burnt City’istruly epic.
Setatthe end ofthe Trojan War, it’sbased
on playsby Euripides and Sophocles,
plusFritz Lang’s seminal early sci-fi film
‘Metropolis’. One building will represent
Troy the night beforeit falls. The othera
desolate Greece, drained of life by war.
Barrettdoesn’t think the wait for the
next Punchdrunkshow will be aslong:
‘We’reready to push out. We’re going to
bealot more prolific from nowon.’ That’s
good news: where Punchdrunkblazesthe
trail, other immersive innovators follow.
Afteralongwait, it’s finally ready to
reclaimitscrown.
—> Andrzej Lukowski is Time Out's Theatre editor.
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1 There’s a Korean new wave

‘Squid Game’is just one part ofa
tide of Korean culture, from BTS to kimchi.
Embrace it at culture exhibition ‘Hallyu!’
coming to the V&A in September.

1 Artis going immersive too

Art events are going to plunge us into
a brave new world of interactivity. Stepintoa
van Gogh painting or discover multisensory
contemporary works. The "gram pics will be
truly dazzling.

1 TV fantasy will be huge

HBO is returning to Westeros with its
‘Game of Thrones’ follow-up ‘House of the
Dragon’. And Amazon is launching its new
spin on ‘The Lord of the Rings’. With its huge
budgets, telly is going to be epic.

15NFrs are getting serious

Tradeable digital artworks are set
to stop being a (very expensive) gimmickin
2022. Anew breed of imaginative ‘crypto-
native’ artists (YDAs?) is on the rise and
there’s everything to play for.

STATS: CHRISTIE'S



ABBA could
change live
music for ever

It’stimeto pull outthose
. platformboots because - SOS!
-ABBAareback! The Swedish
W grouphavereleased their first
albumin40 years and will be performing
live again. Well, sort of...

In May, the popiconsarelaunching
‘ABBA Voyage’, where they’ll perform
atapurpose-builtarenanearthe Queen
Elizabeth Olympic Park. Inthisso-called
‘immersive digital concertexperience’,
theywill be appearing virtually as digital
avatars (dubbed ‘Abbatars’, of course).
‘ABBA Voyage’ will digitally recreate the
group astheywereintheir’70s prime.

The Abbatarsare not holograms
- condemned by many as ghoulish ever
since Tupac Shakur virtually appeared
onstageat Coachellain2012. Instead,
ABBA were filmed over five weeks by
160 motion-capture camerasasthey
performed the songs.

Could thisbethe future of thelive
stadium experience? If they were canny,
artistslike Madonna and Jay-Z could
record themselves now for posterity: or
thetechnology could be used tobring,
say, David Bowie back from the dead.

2 1 Rail travel
will get
even cooler

Youdon’thavetolovetrainsas
much as TikToK’s ‘Train Guy’ to
© Dbethrilled aboutsome of2022’s
(" railwaynews. Thisis hopefully
the year we start exploringagain and rail
travelisgoingtobewhereit’sat.

Across Europe, new sleeper routes are
poppingup tosatisfy the demand foreco-
alternatives toflying. The new Stockholm-
Hamburgnight service will allow you to
slumber your way through 670 miles of
overnightrail travel. There are also plans
for night services from Brussels to Prague,
ZurichtoRome and Edinburgh to Paris.
There’sevenarevival of theiconic Trans-
Europe Expressin the works (yep, theone
from the Kraftwerk song).

Bernhard Rieder of Nightjet operator
OBB, thelargest provider of night trains
in Europe, expectsto ‘double passenger
numbersby2026’. Among Nightjet’snew
offeringsis aservice between Parisand
Vienna - in effect restoringsome of the
route of the famous Orient Express.

\\Y

TRAVEL &
LEISURE

Thisisall providing it works, of course.
Howthe Abbatars will be presentedisa
closely keptsecret. Still, even ifthey turn
outtogive concertgoers nightmares for
years, ABBA'smusicwillliveoninallits
cheesy, catchyjoy.

-> Alim Kheraj is a freelance culture journalist.

1 It’s time to crypto-party

Miami bars are already offering
Bitcoin ATMs and a stockmarket ticker on
the dancefloorto check your portfolio as
you shake your moneymaker.

180Iubs are embracing all

A new generation is creating club
nights that centre on under-represented
groups: Hackney Wick queer festival Body
Movements, or Dialled In, an all-dayer inspired
by the South Asian underground.

19 Parties are 24/7

The edgiest nights are running round
the clock. Fabric’s Continuum events run
for more than 24 hours, while Adonis’s NYD
kicked off at 8am for a full stint of brekkie-to-
break-of-dawn fun.

20‘Indie sleaze’ nights are
coming foryour youth

You can almost hear the eldritch wails of
thirtysomethings as the dark days of their past
are brought screaming into the light. Yes, the
mid-noughties revival is here: eyeliner, side-
swept fringes and grungy hedonism.

Inthe UK, apart from the Elizabeth
Line (aka Crossrail) finally opening,
there’sanew four-and-a-half-hour service
between London and Edinburgh, with
some tickets costingjust £20.

New railway linesdon’tjust appear
overnight. Buttherearesigns across
Europethatthingsare changing. In fact,
2022 could betheyearthat the second
golden age of rail really gets up steam.

- Ed Jefferson is a freelance journalist who writes a lot
abouttrains.

2022 trends

Read more about
trends for2022

_ attimeout.com

2 We’re all into crystals now

It's little surprise that people have
turned to crystals to regain a sense of control,
filling their homes with rose quartz to ‘life-
changing’ moldavite. Do they work? Well, it’s...
unclear.

2 The new weekend is longer
Two-day weekends? How very retro.

This year, 30 companies will trial the four-day

working week, to see whether employees

can be just as productive on an 80 percent

schedule.

2 The outdoors is here to stay

If Covid has taught us one thing, it's
that alfresco socialising is actually nice (apart
from graveyard tinnies in the February drizzle).
London’s restaurants and bars have spruced
up their outdoor areas with covers, plants and
(crucially) heaters. We're all so Continental
now.

2 Taking a workcation has
never been so popular

Tackling your inbox isn’t half as bad when
you’re sipping sangria in Spain. The past
couple of years have seen a boom in flexi-
working, so mix business and leisure. Just
as long as you've got a failsafe technique for
getting sand out of your keyboard. m
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HURRY, SALE ENDS TODAY
TICKETS ARE FLEXIBLE"

EUROSTAR"

*From £35 per person one way in Standard class, when you purchase areturn London to Paris. 32,000 seats availableas of 01/02/2022. Book by 23:00 GMT on 08/02/2022 for travel between 21/02/2022 and
19/05/2022 inclusive. Blackout dates apply. Availability limited on Fridays and weekends. Flexible tickets: exchange tickets in Standard as many times as you want without paying an exchange fee aslong as
7 days or more before departure date of the individual journey. Full Ts&Cs see eurostar.com
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Odense

So you think you know the Continent? Well, here’s aload of
lesser-known places you should definitely, definitely hit up

DO YOU REMEMBER when you'd nip
> over to a foreign metropolis and just...

y wander? You'd order an espresso

“ at a zinc bar, you'd hit up some
museums, you'd order the local liqueur, you
might even go out out. Above all, you'd be
spontaneous.

New variants permitting, in 2022, touch
wood, we reckon the city break will make
itslong-awaited comeback. Soifyou're
planningaholiday and need some pointing
intherightdirection, we’ve consulted
ourlocal expertsin major citiesacrossthe
Continent toname the lesser-known places
youshouldbe planningatriptothisyear.m
Huw Oliver

The city that birthed myriad fairytales
Just 90 minutes by train from Copenhagen is
dinky, charming Odense. The new architectural
wonder thatis the Hans Christian Andersen
Museum isanaffectionate tribute to
the fairytale author. With itsinventive
biographical exhibits —including theatrical
imaginings of hismemoirsand inanimate
projectsthatcomealive (muchlike in his
stories) — thisthoroughly fun museum
would nodoubt have delighted the Danish
master. Aslicklightrailway isbeing built
acrossthecityandisduetoopenthisspring,
makingthe beautiful old quartersand vibrant
newer neighbourhoods much easier tohop
between. Alex Hayward 9
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Hans Christian Andersen Museum

Germany’s sunny, sustainable
new tourist destination
Freiburg im Bresauis aremarkable
example of how ‘greenliving’ and
‘urbansprawl’ can gohand in hand.
The south-west German city has
long championed conservationand
sustainability, with several recent
initiatives carryingthistradition
onward, includinga million-euro
initiative to plant new trees and
Dietenbach, aclimate-neutral
eco-district thatis currently

under construction. Revered as

the sunniest (and warmest) city in
Germany, Freiburgisthe gateway
tothe Black Forest, whichisashort
hike fromthe centreand makesa
breathtaking day trip. Nathan Ma

The low-key ‘smart city’ with
a thing for protest music
Birthplace of hashish-inspired
protest music rebetiko and home of
the popular Mill of Elves Christmas
market, under-the-radarTrikala
innorth-western Thessaly is
Greece’sfirst official ‘smart city’.
Thistree-shaded spotistopped
byits Byzantine castle and criss-
crossed by the trout-filled Lithaios
River. With abike-sharingscheme
and aload of new cycle paths, it’s
easytogetaround -and when
temperaturessoar, there are pitstops
where you can pickup (free) water.
GoinAugust fora folk festival,
dedicated tolegendary composer

Vassilis Tsitsanis. Plus, the beautiful

Varlaam monastery isjust ashort
hike away. Heidi Fuller-Love

The cultural capital filled
with beautiful buildings
Former Lithuanian capital Kaunas
wasleft towither during the Soviet
era.Thatcould allchangein2022, as
thecity hasbeen crowned European

Time Out London February 8 — 21 2022

Capital of Culture. An astonishing
1,000eventsare planned and
visitorswill be able todiscover
thecity’sexisting delights, like its
photogenic modernist buildings,
the MK Ciurlionis Museum of Art
(dedicated tothe musicianand

, symbolist painter) and the bizarre

Devils’ Museum. Whenit’sdark,
mingle ontheterrace of Kultura
Kavineand dokaraoke at Dzem. HO

The Czech Republic’s
laidback second city
Although sandwiched between
Prague and Vienna, self-confident
Brnoisnomiddlechild.Oncea
powerhouse dubbed the ‘Moravian

Manchester’, thelaidback Czech
second city hasrepositioned itself
asapost-industrial scienceand tech
hub. Butyou’ll find plenty of clues
toBrno’slayered pastataclutch of
offbeat underground attractions,
includingthebrick cisterns at Zluty
Kopec, communist-eranuclear
bunker 10-Zand the ‘Denis’bomb
shelterunderthe cathedral. The
food and drinksceneisreinventing
itselftoo, from contemporary
international at Element, to Vycep
naStojdka,amoderntakeona
traditional pub. m David Creighton

Find more pretty cities at
timeout.com/travel

HANS CHRISTIAN ANDERSON MUSEUM: LAERKE BECK JOHANSEN; VARLAAM MONASTERY NEAR TRIKALA

AND STATUE AT KAUNAS CASTLE: SHUTTERSTOCK; BRNO: BOTOND HORVATH/SHUTTERSTOCK.COM
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Sporty stuff

= The Six Nations at Boxpark
Boxparkisinthebigleague when it
comestoscreening huge national
sporting events, with luminaries
suchasDanny Dyer and Stormzy
swingingby duringlastyear’s
Euros. Asusual, it’ll have awhole
squad of former international
players hosting England’s Six
Nations matches, so expect massive
crowds, free-flowing pintsand an
unbeatable atmosphere.

-> Boxpark Croydon and Boxpark Wembley.

Until Mar 19. Free entry.

© = The Six Nations at
VinegarYard

Buzzy London Bridge food
court Vinegar Yard is partnering
with Guinness for Six Nations
screenings in its heated, covered

Edited by Rosie Hewitson :
timeout.com/thingstodo @timeoutlondon %

outdoor courtyard. During
matches, it’ll be offering up plenty
of the black nectar, while the Bad
Boy Pizza Society peddles ‘England
Margs’. As far as we can tell these
are just regular Margheritas with a
red cross of tomato sauce on top.
Patriotism never tasted so good!

- VinegarYard. Until Mar 19. Free or £6
fora guaranteed seat plus a pint.

famous winter sport!). Afterwards,
catch up on the action from Beijing
on screens throughout the venue
while enjoying an Olympic-sized
burger feast from MEATIliquor.
Better yet, if you hit a bullseye
while curling, score more than 150
points in your bowling match and
demolish your meal in under
50 seconds, you’ll win the
entire experience for free.

@ Queens Winter =Sheat= Worth the indigestion?
Olympics Challenge s Ol Probably not!

Get into the Winter - Queens. Feb 10-11,17-18,24-25.
Olympics spirit at £49.50pp.

London’s icy

playground, OThe Super
Queens, where Bowl atThe
you can battle — Blues Kitchen
your buds in an . ~\ Camden’s late-
epic contest y 6 g = night live music
combining ice ' = joint will be
curling and staying open till
bowling (that super Bowl LV 3.30am on Super

: ; \(\‘ Orchids After Hours

Bowl Sunday and serving pitchers,
cocktails, burgers and barbecued
fare to keep you going during the
marathon screening. Get down
early to catch live sets from London
jazz and blues musicians before

the match Kicks off at 11.30pm.
The half-time show will pale in
comparison.

- The Blues Kitchen Camden. Feb 13. Free entry.

@GThe Super Bowl at
Signature Brew

Touchdown at Signature Brew’s
Walthamstow venue to witness all
the action of the fifty-sixth Super
Bowl on a cinema-sized screen
while enjoying pitchers of freshly
brewed lagers and IPAs, plus an all-
American game-day menu of wings
and hot dogs. You’'ll be shouting
nonsense about 5-3 defences and
wide receivers in no time at all!

-> Signature Brew Blackhorse Road. Feb 13. £6.

O Central @ North © South @ East () West © Streaming = Outdoors
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‘A striking production splices
film and theatre with finesse...

A THOUGHTFUL
AND CLASSY SHOW’

The Guardian
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OUTRAGEOUS SPEED DATING: OUTRAGEOUS SPEED DATING; LUISA OMIELAN: ANDY HOLLINGWORTH ARCHIVE; VALENTINE'S DINNER: JAMES BRITTAI

Hot dates

O Outrageous Speed Dating
Join ‘interactive entertainment
duo’ The Good Time Gals at this
speed-dating night, where you’ll
form teams with other singletons
and complete in an epic contest
testing your music knowledge,
poetry-writing prowess and clay-
modelling skills. You’ll probably
notice if there’s any spark there
during ‘sexy prop-making’ round.
- TannerWarehouse. Feb 10. £22.

O O Squid Game Dating
Bond over a mutual love for
Netflix hit ‘Squid Game’ at this
quirky dating event. On February
13, you and other singletons will
compete in an online game of
Red Light, Green Light, then the
top 40 contestants will be invited
to don turquoise trackies and
meet at a secret location for the
IRL contest on Valentine’s Day.
Nothing says romance like a brutal
Korean parable about the evils of
capitalism, and even if you don’t
find love, there’s a cash prize of
£100 for the last dater standing.
-> Secret location. Feb 13-14. From £10.

Galentine’s

@ Dating and Relationships
Therapy Comedy Show

A palette of top stand-up talent
will be roasting romance and doing
deep dives into dating disasters at
this raucous, relationship-themed
comedy show staged at east
London arts centre Rich Mix.

> Rich Mix. Feb 13. £20.

O Her Hustle: An Ode to
Female Friendships

Forget girlfriends, boyfriends

and life partners. This Valentine’s
event celebrates the under-
recognised romance of female
friendships. A bunch of brilliant
women have been invited along to
share a love letter they’ve written
to their BFF. There’ll also be
recitations of beautiful letters
exchanged between historical
female figures, and you can
even bring along an ode

to your own best bud to

read out afterwards. It’s '
all taking place inside }
the plush Punch Room |
cocktail bar at swanky
Berners Street hotel The
London Edition, where
you’ll be greeted with a
cocktail on arrival.

-> The London Edition. Feb 14. £15.

Luisa Omielan’s
Valentine’s Party

Outrageous Speed Dating

Valentine’s

OValentine’s at the Museum

Enjoy a glass of wine while
snooping around the Natural
History Museum’s galleries
after hours at this
Valentine’s-themed
late opening. The
ticket price includes
admission to the
museum’s ‘Wildlife
Photographer of the
Year’ exhibition, and
there’ll be plenty more
happening throughout
the night, including salsa
classes, animal encounters
and even a harpist playing by the
stegosaurus. All in all, a wildly
different way to celebrate the day
of romance with your lovebird or
significant otter.
-> Natural History Museum. Feb 12, 14. From
EES58

@ = Orchids After Hours
Immerse yourself in the
!\ vibrant colours of Kew’s
\ annual orchid festival at
this late opening within
the botanical garden’s
\ cavernous Princess of
Wales conservatory.
This year’s Costa
Rica-inspired
edition will be
brought to

life with music from Latin band
Didspora and an installation from
London-based Costa Rican artist
Dino Urpi, which you can enjoy
while sampling themed cocktails
and street food. A fab date that
brings a whole new meaning to the
phrase
‘Say it with flowers!’
- Kew Gardens.

Feb 11-12. £18.

OValentine’s

Dinner in the

Painted Hall
The Painted Hall at
Greenwich’s Old Royal
Naval College is sometimes

referred to as ‘south London’s

answer to the Sistine Chapel’, and
if you've ever had the chance to
visit Sir James Thornhill’s baroque
masterpiece you’ll know exactly
why. It makes an uber-
romantic setting for
this three-course
dinner, where
you and your
boo will be
greeted with
a glass of
champers
and then
serenaded by
live piano as
you eat. Like
in a romcom!
- 0ld Royal Naval
College. Feb 12. £96.

31

Valentine’s Dinner
in the Painted Hall

Thin;’: ‘Do

O PopHorror’s
Anti-Valentine’s Ball

Take partina ‘crap card
competition’, share your
unfortunate anecdotesatadating
disaster confessional booth and join
inwith a power ballad singalongat
PopHorror’s annual revolt against
the day ofromance. The longest-
standingsingletonin the crowd will
be crowned Queen of the Ball, while
thelongest-surviving couple can
expecttobe consigned tobuilding
some IKEA furniture in the corner
ofthe room. The raucous show will
be followed by abroken-hearted
discotilllate.

- RVT. Feb 14. £15.

O Luisa Omielan’s
Valentine’s Party
Comedy queen Luisa Omielan
brings her annual Valentine’s Day
partytooneof London’s
most party-ready
venues, the
Clapham Grand.
Afterlaughing
until your sides
splityoucan
dancethe
nightaway at
the afterparty
till midnight.
Ifit'sgood
enough for
Cinderella...
- Clapham Grand.
Feb 14. £28.50.
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Advertisement feature

Four fabulous
spring famlly

_getaways

Get outta town! With
GWR’s Family Tickets, an
unforgettable day out from

London Paddington is more

affordable than ever

Cardiff
Journey time 1 hour 55 minutes
Looking for a city break? In Cardiff,
you’ll find endless things to do. If
you’ve never been, Cardiff Castle
is a must (challenge your kids to
spot all the stone creatures on the
Animal Wall!). But there are many
more family attractions to choose
from, including the free-to-enter St
Fagan’s National Museum of History
(it's Wales’s most popular heritage
attraction for a reason!). Sporty kids
will love Treetop Adventure Golf,
which is also home to a great bar
and café.

Cheltenham

Journey time 2 hours 3 minutes

If you're a big fan of bundling the
kids up in beanies and wellies,
packing a picnic and venturing

out on a brisk country walk, then
Cheltenham’s a perfect place to do
just that. This picturesque town on

the edge of the Cotswolds is a good
base for hiking: a short bus ride
takes to you to the Leckhampton
Loop, which meanders through
gorgeous stretches of the Cotswold
Way, past Iron Age remains,
Victorian quarries and lovely
woodlands. Oryou can stay in town
and explore the elegant lakes and
sweeping lawns of Pittville Park.
Then cap it all off withamealina
cosy pub. You've earned it!

Bath
Journey time 1 hour 20 minutes
Hoping to create lasting memories
but also boost your kids’ IQs? Look
no further. Children and adults
alike can’t help but be fascinated
by the atmospheric, ancient Roman
Baths —and there’s even a free
audio guide and activity trails to
keep them engaged. Got some
bookworms on your hands? The
Jane Austen Centre features actors
telling her story; or, for something a
bit creepier, head to Mary Shelley’s

Get there with GWR
Great Western Railway’s new
range of Family Tickets offers
great discounts for up to two
adults and four children. GWR
trains have toilets and baby-

changing facilities, plus a
great range of food and drink.

And remember: as long as

you don’t need to reserve

a seat, children aged under

five travel free.

-> Find more inspiration at www.gwr.com/family

Selected routes. Terms apply. Subject to availability.

Roman Baths

House of Frankenstein for a spookily
immersive journey through her life
and work (suitable for kids 12+).

Plymouth
Journey time 3 hours 22 minutes
Who needs a European break
when you have Plymouth a train ride
away? Devon'’s historic port city is all
charm, with its cobbled streets and
pretty harbour—and there’s loads
to keep the kids entertained. Hop
aboard the Cremyll Ferry for
top-notch views and cross the
River Tamar to Mount Edgcumbe
House and Country Park.
The National Marine
Aquarium is also great fun:
you’ll find exhibitions all
about the world’s oceans.

Great
Western
Railway

cWR
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Markets and
more

O Walthamstow Record Fair
Crate-diggers of east London
assemble! Walthamstow is getting
a new regular record fair courtesy
of the gang behind Hackney Flea
Market, and it starts this very
weekend. Head over to Truman’s
Social Club to browse more

than 40 stalls packed with
rarities, collectibles and
indie gems, before
having your treasured
wax restored by
resident record
cleaners. Pure
heaven for collectors.
-> Truman'’s Social Club.

Feb 13. £1 entry.

@ = Zero-Emissions

Arts Market

After a successful debut in
November, Hammersmith’s
eco-friendly arts market is back.
A selection of local makers and
businesses will be peddling their
wares, with everything arriving
on site courtesy of the area’s
zero-emissions delivery
service Parcels Not
Pollution. There’ll be
musical entertainment
throughout the day, as
well as free cycle training
and bike maintenance
sessions on offer to
encourage Londoners
to travel

around more
sustainably.

-> Hammersmith

Bridge Rd (underthe
flyover). Feb 13. Free entry.

Walthamstow
Record Fair

O So Last Century

Vintage Fair

South London’s travelling mid-
century market is rocking up in
Catford once more this weekend,
with more than 50 hand-picked
traders flogging everything from
classic furniture pieces, textiles and
homeware to ’60s and *70s posters,
antique books and retro records.

-> StDunstan’s College. Feb 12-13. £3 entry.

Museum
extras

OA QueerTour of

SirJohn Soane’s
Museum
From a bust of Sappho
in the dining room to

artefacts purchased from

the notorious novelist William
Beckford, there’s plenty of queer
history to uncover in the eclectic
collections of the neoclasssical
London architect Sir John Soane.
You’ll hear about these and plenty
more at this enlightening candlelit
late in celebration of LGBT+
History Month.
-> SirJohn Soane’s Museum. Feb 16. £20.

@ Beyond the Music
with MitchWinehouse
Amy Winehouse’s father Mitch
and music writer Lucy O’Brien
will be discussing the late
singer’s musical influences
at this talk, which coincides
with the Design Museum’s
exhibition about the iconic
Londoner, ‘Amy: Beyond
the Stage’.
- Design Museum. Feb 22. £15.

=

UNMISSABLETHING

Wander through a living rainforest
and a series of ‘digitally enhanced
biomes’ before meeting a hologram
of David Attenborough at this free
immersive exhibit celebrating the

release of his new BBC series.
-> 55 Regent St. Feb 11-Mar 9. Free.

OFFERS

i

1% off ck fr the
Bob Marley ‘One Love
Experience’ exhibition

Discover more offers at timeout.com/ offers
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Things toDo

Big-name
club nights

O Sherelle Phonox Residency
High-tempo specialist and NTS
Radio host Sherelle is the latest
hyped selector to take up residency
at Brixton nightclub Phonox. She’ll
be playing her usual idiosyncratic
blend of jungle, drum 'n’ bass

and footwork on Friday nights
throughout February, alongside a
roster of special guests including
Samurai Breaks and Nia Archives.
-> Phonox. Feb 11,18, 25. From £10.

G D) Boring
London-based Aussie
producer DJ Boring
will be bringing his
infectious, synth-
and bassline-heavy
grooves to Shoreditch
this March for a
follow-up to his

sold out Corsica
Studios show back in
November. Tickets
are already on the
third release, so be
quick about it if you
want to catch ‘6am
Mimosa’ played live.
-> Village Underground.

Mar 11. £20.

Film
fests

@ Banff Mountain
Film Festival

You'll find stunning
cinematography,
breathtaking
locations and
impressive feats of
human endurance on
display in the shorts
selected for this
adventure-themed
travelling film
festival. We like the
sound of ‘From My
Window’, in which a woman with
cerebral palsy attempts to conquer
the peaks of her native Colorado
with her blind mentor.

- Union Chapel. Mar 14-22. From £17.

O O BFl Flare

Europe’s largest LGBTQ+ film
fest is back at BFI Southbank
this March, showcasing a mega
selection of shorts, feature films
and documentaries from around
the globe, including loads of UK
and world premieres. You can

L
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ROYAL
OPERA
HOUSE

Queer cinema, pink wine - there’s
a do for whatever you’re into!

THE ROYAL BALLET

WATCH IN CINEMAS THIS
VALENTINE’S DAY, MON 14 FEB

Shakespeare’s enduring love story | Kenneth
MacMillan’s Classic Ballet | roh.org.uk/cinemas

expect plenty of panel discussions
and special events too, and
previous editions have included

a selection of shorts that can be
streamed online for free.
Tune into the BFI’s social
channels on February 15
to catch the programme
announcement and
make your picks before
tickets go on sale on
February 24.

-> BFI Southbank.

Mar 16-27.
Prices vary.

EZ0 ' Culture

¥ fests

(1] OWow-Women
of the World
The Southbank
Centre’s long-running
female-focused festival
is back IRL, bringing a
host of world-class speakers,
performers and activists

together over the weekend
after International Women’s

Pioneer

Day. This year’s programme
includes an evening talk with Black
Lives Matter co-founder Patrisse
Cullors, a stand-up gig by Guilty
Feminist host Deborah Frances-
White and the launch of Warsan
Shire’s hotly anticipated debut
full-length poetry collection.

-> Southbank Centre. Mar 11-13. From £12.

OAva London

Award-winning Belfast music
festival Ava is once again taking
over south London megaclub
Printworks for the fifth edition of
its mammoth electronic music and
arts conference. There’ll be a jam-
packed programme of
masterclasses, talks
and workshops before
a stacked line-up of
DJs take to the stage
until the early hours.
Highlights include

a keynote by Irvine
Welsh, a Q&A with DJ
Carl Cox and sets by
Fauzia, Carlton Doom
and Maribou State.

-> Printworks. Mar 18. £40.

Booze
fests

O Brew LDN

More than 60 UK
brewers will be
rocking up to this
early summer posh
beer fest that bills
itself as ‘the biggest
and most diverse
craft beer festival in
the UK. There’ll be
street food to soak up
the pints, as well as
DJs spinning tunes
throughout your
seshing. Good luck
hauling yourself on
to the dancefloor
after all that boozing
- Printworks. May 6-7.

From £22.50

@The Rosé Festival

Fond of a pink wine when the
warmer weather rolls around?
You’ll want to check out this

new three-day festival in the
picturesque grounds of Fulham
Palace, where you can sample the
wares of more than 40 leading rosé
producers. Echo Falls, begone!

-> Fulham Palace. May 27-29. From £25.

Didn’tfind what you're after?
Try timeout.com/thingstodo

SHERELLE: YOKO CHING



PEPPA PIG: SOUTHBANK CENTRE; BINO & FINO: EVCL STUDIOS

Imagine
Children’s
Festival

O ‘Peppa Pig:

My First Concert’

The twentieth edition of the
Southbank Centre’s massive kids’
festival includes an unmissable
concert from everyone’s favourite
porcine cartoon character, Peppa
Pig. She’ll be joined by little

brother George for an interactive
introduction to the sounds of a live
orchestra, featuring Mozart, muddy
puddles and more. Sounds like a
trotter-tapping good time!

- Queen Elizabeth Hall. Feb 11-13. £20, £15 child.

O Crafty Cartoons with

Bino and Fino

Created in 2008, ‘Bino and Fino’

is a hugely popular educational
cartoon series that has been
translated into ten different African
languages. The brother and sister
duo will be on-screen hosts
for this free crafting session,
which culminates
in a big old
boogie around
the ballroom.

- The Clore
Ballroom.
Feb 12.
Free.

Bino and Fino

© ZooNationYouth
Company’s Hip-Hop
Half-Term

Get poppin’, lockin’ and laughin’
with the whole family at this day
of free movement sessions themed
around hip hop music. There’s
loads going on throughout the

day, including a class where you
can learn about the origins of
different hip hop dance styles, a
DJ-led ‘dance jam’ and a free kids’
hip hop workshop. Be sure to head
over there at lunchtime to watch a
jawdropping performance from the
ZooNation Youth Company

-> The Clore Ballroom. Feb 16. Free.

O Escape with

Jacqueline Wilson

Join bestselling children’s author
Dame Jacqueline Wilson for this
talk on her life and career, where
she’ll share stories about how

she created famous characters

like Hetty Feather and Tracy

Beaker. The prolific writer will

also be revealing details of her

two upcoming releases,

‘The Runaway Girls’ and
“The Primrose Railway
Children’. The latter of these
is illustrated by Rachel

Dean, who will be joining the
former children’s laureate
on stage.
&) - Queen Elizabeth Hall. Feb 20.
£12,£9 child.

m\mmm g
B '

‘Peppa Pig: My First Concert’

SOMERSE
OUSE

Under 6s free

BOOK NOW

UNTIL 06 MAR 2022 [3CIELE B

e hw'.m%uk::_:_ = R
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london
transport

Half Term AL

(2-20 February 2022

theral.

carr  THE
BAHAMAS
)

Cutty Sark-

Join activities inspired by our exciting new exhibition, Join the crew of Cutty Sark thlS half term
Legacies: London Transport’s Caribbean Workforce and and find out what life was really like on
discover the stories of the people who shaped London. this world-famous ship.

KIDS GO FREE rmg.co.uk/cutty-sark/families
Members

Book in advance online at ltmuseum.co.uk o e ¢
e go free

© Cutty Sark

< ARTS ’EMOUNCIL == Greenwich (only 8 mins from London Bridge)
MAYOR OF LONDON s | A

© South Kensington

We know. The natural world is
pretty eye-opening.

NATURAL
HISTORY
M USEUM nhm.ac.uk

Explore 4.6 billion years of our planet.

Time Out London February 8 — 21 2022 36



SCIENCE MUSEUM: DREW FORSYTH; CELEBRATING PERU: VICTOR ZARABIA

Half-term at
the museums

© Family FunWeek

Hop on the train to the London
Transport Museum this half-

term for a host of bus- and tube-
themed activities. Alongside the
permanent exhibits, there’ll be
storytelling sessions and poster
design workshops, both of which
are inspired by the museum’s new
‘Legacies’ exhibition, which

in a range of disciplines. The focus
is on what life’s going to be like

in 2050, so expect games, fun
interactive exhibits and eyebrow-
raising demos all about forecasting
the future. Will we still use plastic?
What will we eat for breakfast?
And will everything take place in
the metaverse? It’s time to find out.
-> Science Museum. Feb 14-18. Free.

GWelcome Home Friend

The freshly reopened Museum

of the Home is offering a heart-
warming family activity series

celebrates the generations , this half-term, themed
of Caribbean workers % “ W 6’ around Vietnamese
who have kept culture and making
London’s transport o people feel welcome.
systems running. ) It’s inspired by

- London Transport Museum. » Nhung N Tran-

Feb 12-20. Free with entry. ©  Davies’s book ‘The

O Story Seekers
Discover thrilling tales of
courage and ingenuity at the
Imperial War Museum’s interactive
storytelling sessions where families
can learn about the global impact
of conflict while handling real
artefacts from the museum’s
archives. From ingenious nurses

to people braving shark-infested
waters, you’ll hear some surprising
and moving stories about the
experiences of ordinary people,
from WWI up to the present day.

-> Imperial War Museum. Feb 14-18. Free.

O Future
Explorers

Got a kid who
can’t stop asking
questions? They’ll
be in their element
at these drop-in
Science Museum
sessions, which
put inquisitive
youngsters face
to face with
experts

YE

-~

Doll’, which details
the author’s experience
of receiving a doll from a
kind stranger when her family

arrived in Canada after fleeing
Vietnam. Kids can hear readings
of the story and take part in doll-
making and origami workshops
with Vietnamese creators.
—> Museum of the Home. Feb 15-19. Free.

O Celebrating Peru
Yes, it’s Paddington’s ancestral
home, but Peru’s cultural history
goes way, way further than
marmalade-scoffing bears.
Discover its stories during these
free family activity sessions over
the final few days of the British
Museum’s ‘Peru’ exhibition.
These include storytelling
sessions, a puppetry show
called ‘Amazon Visions’
that explores the jungle’s
rich animal life, and
embroidery workshops
for older kids inspired by
the rich textiles on display in the
exhibition.
-> British Museum. Feb 17-18. Free.

THE PERFECT
SYNN=h ==Y
TREAT

ROALD DAHL?

Matilda

THE MUSICAL
BOOK MUSIC & LYRICS

DENNIS KELLY TIM MINCHIN

BOOK NOW FOR THE BEST
TICKETS AT THE BEST PRICES

MatildaTheMusical.com
CAMBRIDGE THEATRE, LONDON

ARTS COUNCIL
ENGLAND
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Philharmonia

and Peter and the Wolf

with the Philharmonia Orchestra

Wednesday 16 February, 1Tpm and 3pm
Queen Elizabeth Hall

Narrated by Gaspard the Fox
author Zeb Soanes

Part of the Southbank Centre’s
Imagine Children’s Festival

Recommended for ages 5+
Tickets: adults £9 / £12, children £4.50 / £6
(£2 transaction fee online, £3 by phone)

philharmonia.co.uk

0800 652 6717
SOUT'HHBANK
CENTRE £ | ARTs CounciL
RESIDENT " | ENGLAND
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Vets in Action - o

Kids’ theatre

@ ‘Ready, Steady, GO’
Wimbledon’s recently refurbished
Polka Theatre is a great destination
for parents looking to entertain
their young broods during the
holidays. This gentle show for ages
two to five follows young Sofia,
who finds a mountain bike in the
shed at the bottom of her garden
and embarks on an epic race with
her mum. It’s written and
directed by Polka boss
Peter Glanville.

- PolkaTheatre.

Until Mar27. £14.

O‘Jungle

Rumble’

Join ancient elephant
Eeli, shy zebra Zella
and cheeky monkey Boo
as they set out on a fearless
journey through the jungle on

a tricky mission to rescue their
friend Snow, the last white lion,
in this family-friendly West End
musical created by children’s
drama school Perform.

-> Fortune Theatre. Feb 14-20. From £15.

@ ‘Handa’s Surprise’
Incorporating puppetry, physical
performance, live music and
Swahili rhythms, this half-hour
show for under fives captures
the gentle wit of Eileen
Browne’s popular picture
book, in which young
Kenyan heroine Handa
goes on ajourney to
visit her friend
Akeyo, meeting
various creatures
en route who try

to distract her.

- Little Angel Studios.

Feb 9-Apr 16.

£13.50, £11.50 child.

Outdoorsy fun

O = It’s aWild Life
After some good clean half-term
fun? Then stay away from the
London Wetland Centre! Its free
play offerings include a ‘Mud
Kitchen’, where little ones can let
their imaginations run riot while
crafting culinary delights using
pots, pans and a healthy dose of
dirt. The rough-and-ready activities
continue with an adventure
workshop where they can
learn to tie knots, light
a fire safely and build

a secret den.

- London Wetland Centre.

Feb 12-20. From free.

@ = Vets inAction
This action-packed
activity week celebrates
the brilliant work of the
London Zoo’s vets, with a host of
talks and demonstrations showing
how they take care of the 20,000
creatures that call the zoo home.
Junior vets can even don masks
and hairnets before helping to
examine and treat soft toy versions
of the zoo’s animals in a mock
veterinary centre. Cute!
-> London Zoo. Feb 12-20. Free with entry.

© = Brilliant Birds
Grab a pair of binoculars and see
if you can spot some of the
feathered friends who live in
Hyde Park at this discovery
day in the eco-friendly
learning centre nestled
in the park. Activities
also include bird
feeder and bird
box making,
discovery trails
and arts and crafts.
-> The LookOut, Hyde Park.
Feb 15-17. Free.

VETS IN ACTION: ZSL LONDON ZOO; BRILLIANT BIRDS: CHRIS 0'DONOVAN



FLEE: CURZON

DESPITE CROSSING HALF the
globe, Amin Nawabi, the Afghan
refugee at the heart of this deeply
compassionate, mournful and
strikingly original animated
documentary, sees virtually none of
it. His world encompasses shipping
containers, the dank hulls of
rickety boats, grim Estonian prison
cells, barely-less-grim Moscow
apartments and snatched glimpses
of cities through truck windows.
Always on the move, always scared,
always wondering what’s next,
Amin lives a reality that’s a bruising
succession of tough choices —
mostly made by other people.
It’sone of the paradoxesin
thisgut-punch adultanimation
—-aworthy heirto ‘Waltzwith
Bashir’and Cartoon Saloon’s “The
Breadwinner’ - that the price of
freedomis frequently temporary
imprisonment. ‘Flee’ animates
interviews between Amin (a
pseudonym)and a Danish friend in
hisnew home, Copenhagen. These
sessionsare parttherapy, partgay
coming-of-age memoir (asecond,
paralleljourney Amin has made),

Bornto run

‘Flee’

parthauntingtestimonial toalife
leftbehind. They’re recreated via
hand-drawn animation, which
lends a naturalistic tenorto Amin’s
memoriesofgrowingup in middle-
class Kabul, then fleeingwhen
the mujahideen take over: first to
Russia, then the Baltics.
There’sthetiniest disconnect
between the voiceoversand
animation, mainly because no
recordingstudiowasinvolved.
Itlendsascrappy quality that only
deepensthe pathosby offeringa
constantreminderthateverything
you'reseeing happened. The grim
mechanics of people-smuggling -
and thetraffickersbehind it -are
detailedinall theirdehumanising
sophistication. Here, Danish
writer-director Jonas Poher
Rasmussen conjures up Amin’s
most traumatic memories
byswitchingtocharcoal
line drawings of figures on
therun, blurs of panicked
motion. Ithasahaunting
effectin concert with
the moretraditional
animationandreal

*

An animation about
a gay Afghan migrant
striving for a new life.

It's the most unique,
moving doc you'll
catch this year.

DirectorJonas Poher
Rasmussen (15) 89 mins.
OutFeb 11.

P

news footage of the Afghan warand
Perestroika-era Russia.

The film’s smaller details make
thistruestorybuzz withlife. They’re
Amin’s mental souvenirs of his
past:the Anil Kapoor cigarette
card and Jean-Claude Van Damme
poster that first make him question
hissexuality asaboy, the flashing
sneakersof a fellow migrantas
they’resmuggled acrossaborder
bynight.

Those momentslinger. But
beneath their melancholyisa
sense of healing. ‘Flee’, which
was executive produced by Riz
Ahmed and Nikolaj Coster-Waldau,
offersapenetratinginsightinto
the psychology of the migrant
experience. Shame, Aminadmitsin
onejawdroppingencounter with an
ocean liner full of snapping tourists,
isaconstantcompanion. This
remarkable film will stay with you

inasimilarway.m

By Phil de Semlyen

Who suggests putting a fiver
on ‘Flee’ for an Oscar, but
who has been wrong before.
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BFI Future Film Festival
1 Rollup, mini Martys and wannabe
Céline Sciammas, because the
BFT’s fest for young filmmakersis back.
Ifyoure16to25,it’sachancetolearn

aboutevery aspect of the business.
-> BFI Southbank and online. Feb 17-20.

‘Paris, 13th District’
2 Jacques Audiard hasdirected a
movie tailor-made for romantic
urbantypes (whichisus, right?):
amosaicof modernlovestoriessetin
the City of Light. It’sout in March but
ispreviewingon Valentine’s Day.
-> Various venues. Previews on Feb 14.

Homeland: Films by Australian
3 First Nations Directors

Thespotlight finally fallson
indigenous Australian filmmakers
like Warwick Thornton and Rachel
Perkinsinthe Barbican’sexcellent
mini-season. Thornton’sdocaboutthe
Southern Cross, ‘We Don’t Need a Map’,
isahighlight on February22.

-> Barbican. Until Feb 23.

Death on the Nile

Thingstodo

/B,

BFI Future Film Festival
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Petrov’s Flu

Film

‘The Duke’
Jim Broadbent stars as history’s

mostunlikely catburglarinthis
spirit-liftingaccount of the theft ofa
Goyaportraitfromthe National Gallery
in1961.Helen Mirren offers stalwart
supportasthe wife who unwittingly
harboursthe fugitive. It’s ‘The Thomas
Crown Affair’ with abus passand
exactly thekind of cheery, uplifting,
socially conscious farethat late
Februarycinematripsareall about.
-> Out Feb 25.

MyTwisted Valentine
5 Ifyoufind Valentine’s Day a

bit mushyandsaccharine, the
Barbican’s My Twisted Valentine
strand isalways on hand with some
spiky counter-programming. This
year, it’s Neil Jordan’s 1994 fang-athon
‘Interview with the Vampire’, which
will cut through the schmaltz with its
ripe cargo of bloodsucking A-listers,
homoeroticism and audacious wigs.
It'llgodown astorm,sodon’t missit.m
-> Barbican. Sat Feb 12.

Yk kk

Anotherstarry
Hollywood outing
forAgatha Christie’s
Hercule Poirot.

Murders! Poirot!
Huge moustaches!

Director Kenneth
Branagh (12A) 127 mins.
OutFeb 11.

KENNETH BRANAGH’S 2017 version of Agatha
Christie’s ‘Murder on the Orient Express’ was
lavish, old-fashioned fluff. Hardly vital, but an
easy watch. His second Christie is effectively
the same deal, but the train is now a boat and
everyone’s boiling hot instead of freezing cold.

It finds detective Hercule Poirot (Branagh) in
Egypt. There he gets dragged into the wedding
party of millionaire Linnet Ridgeway Doyle (Gal
Gadot), who has just stolen the fiancé (Armie
Hammer) of an old friend (Emmy Mackey). There
isa murder. No prizes for guessing the victim. All
the suspects are stuck on a boat, trying to avoid
death so they can get back to their champagne.

While the cast still boasts big names, they're
not quite as big this time. With all due respect
to their talents, Gal Gadot, Russell Brand and
French and Saunders don’t have the same dazzle
as Michelle Pfeiffer, Penélope Cruz, Willem Dafoe
and Olivia Colman —and when star-wattage is
part of the sell, that matters. The performances
are a mixed bag. Gadot misses the cruel edge
that makes Linnet hissable. Newcomer Mackey
stands out, giving full messy bitch who lives for
drama as the spurned lover.

Michael Green'’s script needs to mix up the
cast to keep things entertaining, and despite
a pulpy backstory for Poirot’'s moustache, has
little time for incidental fun. There’s an innately
camp, silly quality to these star-crammed murder
mysteries. Embracing that would make Branagh’s
adaptations more of a scream. mOlly Richards

A (twisted) day in
the life of a Russian
comic-book writer.

It's an intoxicating
head trip through a
dystopian society.

Director Kirill
Serebrennikov (18)
146 mins. Out Feb 11.

WE ENTER THE reveries of a feverish Russian
comic-book writer in this startling, chaotic,
wintry waking nightmare. It's a dense, kinetic
tour through the life and mind of Petrov (Semyon
Serzin), who is coughing and sneezing from a
virus (no, notthat one) and is pulled off a bus at
the beginning of the film and forced to execute a
bunch of prisoners against a wall. That’s the first
in a mad tumble of events and images in Russian
director Kirill Serebrennikov’s (‘Leto’) murky,
theatrical, surreal, highly stylised vision.

Although ‘Petrov’s Flu’ plays out on a single
day, our perspectives shift to other characters,
like Petrov’s wife, a librarian who harbours
a sinister supernatural side, and other time
periods, such as when Petrov was a boy.

There’s a funeral van with coffins containing
people who are still alive. There are scenes in
the editorial office of a magazine called Hades.
There are parties in three (or maybe two) different
time periods, one of which seems to be from the
warmer, less corrupted perspective of Petrov as
ayoung boy, in happier times. For one section,
we slip into black and white and follow the story
of aloosely connected character —a chapter
entirely removed from the main run of the film.

This is some flu: it plunges us into a deeply
strange and unsettling version of reality. It's
undeniably confusing, but it leaves you with a
powerful, ifimprecise, feeling of a society that’s
sick from something far worse than a passing
virus. mDave Calhoun
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The location 23 Egerton Terrace, SW3.

The scene Two girls (Hallie and Annie, both
played by Lindsay Lohan) realise they are secret
twins after meeting at summer camp, so they
hatch a plan to swap places. Hallie, who has to
pretend to be British, travels to London, where
her mother (Natasha Richardson) and Annie live
inan opulent Regency terrace house.

Then Built on the site of a Georgian mansion,
Egerton Terrace has arich history. The 1851
census shows lawyers, doctors and evenan
official inthe queen’s household lived on this
exclusive street, each with live-in servants. By
the time ‘The Parent Trap’ was remade in 1998,
the road had grown to become one of Britain’s
most expensive streets, making No 23 (which
was No 7 inthe film), a Grade I-listed residence
with french doors and a doric porch, the perfect
location for the girls’ posh mumto live.

Now The area hasn’t changed much since
1998 -or even the 1800s —and maintains its
Regency grandeur. In 2016, Lohan showed up
atthe house to take an Insta selfie, writing: ‘A
tripdown memory lane.’ If she fancies buying
the place, Zoopla now has itvalued ata cool
£9.1m.m Thomas Hobbs

The Real Charlie Chaplin

The house from ‘The ParentTrap’

Wheel of Fortune and Fantasy

Yk k

An investigation of
the genius behind
the Little Tramp.

Forthe ingenious
recreations of
Chaplin’s private
moments.

Directors Peter
Middleton,James Spinney
(TBC). TBC mins. Out Feb 18.

CHARLIE CHAPLIN WAS born in the year the
Eiffel Tower opened and died in 1977. That's a
lot of years to wrangle into one biography —even
before you take in the rags-to-riches, zero-to-hero-
to-popular-villain arc of his life — but this snappy
and searching doc makes a very solid fist of it.

The film’s most compelling moments
surprisingly come after the laughter stopped for
Chaplin. His later years, mulling over his exile
from America in a Swiss mansion, get closest
to revealing the contradictory man behind the
icon: capable of being peevish and mean, but
still possessing the grand vision of humanity that
birthed the Little Tramp and his finest on-screen
moments, like ‘City Lights’ and ‘Modern Times’.
His universal rallying call at the end of ‘The Great
Dictator’ gets great play here, but so too does
his on-set bullying of ‘City Lights’ actress Virginia
Cherrill and other relationships that would never
have survived a 1930s #MeToo moment.

Even though, amid all the imaginatively used
archive footage, animated sepia photography
and old interviews, co-directors Peter Middleton
and James Spinney never quite locate the
private essence of the man, no one else does
either: even his children, several of whom are
interviewed here, recall being keptatarm'’s
length from a distant patriarch. And maybe, their
vibrant doc hints, Charlie Chaplin lost himself
a little along the way too. B Phil de Semlyen
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Atrio of thorny

relationship stories

from Rydsuke
Hamaguchi.

To reconsiderthat
planto catch up
with an ex.

Director Rydsuke
Hamaguchi (15).
121 mins. Out Feb 11.

JAPANESE AUTEUR RYUSUKE Hamaguchiis
back with another magnetic piece of slow cinema
to show why he’s a superstar in the making,
barely a few months since the release of his last
film, the Saabs-and-sorrow opus ‘Drive My Car’.
Like that mix of Murakami and Chekhov, the trio
of urban relationship tales that make up ‘Wheel
of Fortune and Fantasy’ concern themselves with
the heart. This time, each 30-odd-minute section
takes the perspective of a different woman, each
with a deeper heartache and confusion that
steers them in emotionally dangerous directions.
Hamaguchi deftly hooks their stories around
showier narrative devices —a love triangle, an
attempted honeytrap at Toyko uni (the director’s
alma mater) and a case of mistaken identity ina
digitally disconnected world (a surprise, and very
gentle, dip into the realms of sci-fi)—and all are
bewitching in their own way. But the real drama
plays out on the faces of his characters, each
tussling with the ghosts of their past. If it wasn’t
pretentious to do so, you might call it Proustian.
The writer-director’s greatest gift is in wringing
intense emotion from each moment, with
meticulous blocking and careful camerawork that
guides his characters towards —and away from —
each other, and the odd sudden zoom that feels
like a bomb going off. It's another intoxicating
human drama —the only downside is that each
chapterisn’tabookin itself. mPhil de Semlyen

PARENT TRAP THEN: BUENA VISTA PICTURES; NOW: JESS HAND; REAL CHARLIE CHAPLIN: ALTITUDE; WHEEL OF FORTUNE AND FANTASY: MODERN FILMS



UNORTHODOX: AIYUSH PACHNANDA; RISEN: GIRLS DON'T SYNC

Not entirely up to speed on the latest nightlife trends in London? Here are some

YOU MIGHT BE out of practice
because of lockdown. Maybe you
came of age in the past two years
and you've never really, properly,
actually been out in London.
Perhaps you're finally emerging
from your extended winter
hibernation. Whatever the reason,
here’s what to say to make you
sound like you know your gabber
from your G-funk when you go
out-outin 2022.

valuable tips on where to go and, crucially, what to say

‘Sunday is the new
Saturday,yeah?’
Sunday seshesare now
athing, soyoucanwave
goodbyetoyourday of
rest. Phonox hasaten-
hourset from Hunee
locked in for March 6
and Fabric frequently
programmes 7am-start
parties. What’s more,
most Sunday events

Unorthodox

finishup around 10pm, which
meansyoucanbecosyinbed
with your PJson by midnight.

‘| don’t listen to anything
below 140bpm’
Although house, techno, and,
darelsayit,tech-house have
allhad theirmoment, things
are seriously speeding up. With
throttling percussion and speaker-
shakingbass, genreslikejungle,

February 8 — 21 2022 Time Out London
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Music & Nightlife

Next Door Records

footworkand drum ’n’ bass are
backinbusiness. Aswell asvital
Londonlabelslike Hooversound
and Rupture, there are exciting
nightslike Unorthodox, the UK’s
first queer drum ’n’bass party, and
Bassment, anintimate gathering
spotlightingup-and-coming DJs.
You’re spoilt for choice.

‘An all-male line-up? Pffft’

Femaleand non-binary artistsare
dominatingthesceneright now,
with entire nightsand even festivals
dedicated totheirtalent. AllQueens,
curated by Mary Anne Hobbs, is
atFabriconMarch 12, withan
exclusively femaleline-up, featuring
Jossy Mitsu, Laurel Haloand Nia
Archives, and only femalestaff. Then
there’sRisen, anew female-led dance
music festival that’staking over
Hackney Wickvenueson April 9.

Jungle,
footwork
and drum
'n’bass
are back

‘You can hear music better
whenyou're sitting down’
Maybeitwasallthatseated partying
we were forced todo over the
pandemic, butgoingout-out doesn’t
have tomean sticky dancefloors

any more. Itcanalso meansipping
cocktailsinnice-lookingbarsand
pamperingyour ears with vinyl-only
setsplayed from high-specspeakers.
Brilliant Cornersin Dalstonis about
toopenanew Japanese-inspired
musicvenuejustdowntheroad, and
Next Door Recordsin Shepherd’s
Bushhasaprogramme ofintimate
seated gigsand DJ sets.

SinkThe Pink

‘Eurgh - don’t take a photo!’
Fabricnowhasano-photoand
no-video policy. Sodoes Fold.
Abidebytheserules, or youwillbe
shamed.

‘Remember all those nights
at Bethnal Green Working
Men’s club?’

Allgood things must cometoanend,
includingone ofthe capital’s most
iconicparties. The groundbreaking
LGBTQ+ clubnight Sink The Pink
hasbeen goingfor13years.In
thattime, it’sdone noteworthy
collaborationswith thelikes of Little
Mix, Mel Cand Pink, has gone from
puttingon tiny showsat BGWMC
tomassive venues like Wembley
Arena,and hasbecome morethan
abitofaninstitution. Butnowit’s
time for thelightstocomeon. The
collective will be hostingitslast ever
night at Printworkson April 15,and
you'rereally not goingtowantto
missit. Expecttrashy popand a fair
amount of glitter.

‘Have you sorted what you’re
wearing to Crossbreed?’
Although we’re waving goodbyeto
STP, there’sahostof other LGBTQ+
nightsthataredictatingthe capital’s
clubsceneatthe moment-afact
confirmed whenthey cametogether
forthe first Body Movements festival
lastyear, whichisreturning for2022
onJuly 30. Togetstarted clubs-wise,
checkout Crossbreed’ssex parties,
Inferno’sradically funtechno

raves, and Knickers Off’s eclectic
fashionblow-outs. There’s also GGI,
anew nightspotlighting London’s
queer, transand non-binary ESEA
community. Eventscateringto
minoritiesare having theirmoment,
andwe’reso here forit.

‘I don’t even know

who’s playing’

Waterworks festival madeits debut
lastyearwith ano-headliner bill,
and Boiler Room festival hasbeen
atitforawhile. Couldline-up
hierarchybeathingof the past?

NEXT DOOR RECORDS: ALEX LAMBERT; PHONOX: JAKE DAVIS; SINK THE PINK: JEAN GOLDSMITH
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arrangement with UTA present

IQUE TOUR

31.03.2022
ROYAL ALBERT HALL
LONDON

METROPOLISMUSIC.COM
ROYALALBERTHALL.COM

|iﬁ|‘|

Royal AlbertHall

METROPOLIS MUSIC BY ARRANGEMENT WITH CAA PRESENTS

CORINNE
BAILEY RAE

THU 21 APRIL 2022

LONDON
SOUTHBANK CENTRE’S
ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL

METROPOLISMUSIC.COM

LIVE AT
ROUNDHOUSE

SOLD OUT

SUNDAY 3RP JULY 2022

METROPOLISMUSIC.COM
AMETROPOLIS MUSIC PRESENTATION BY ARRANGEMENT WITH PARADIGM AGENCY

EXTRA DATE ADDED DUE TO DEMAND

JoE T
O W 0 5

FRIDAY 4 MARCH
THE O2, LONDON

WITH SPECIAL GUEST
GREGORY ALAN [sAKoOV
AXS.COM | METROPOLISMUSIC.COM | TICKETMASTER.CO.UK

FOLLOW ON WE [ THELUMINEERS.COM

METROPOLIS MUSIC PRESENTATION BY ARRANGEMENT WITH ATC LIVE

THE BEST OF

# THE DIVINE COMEDY

UK TOUR 2022

EXTRA DATE ADDED DUETO DEMAND

Tue o3 May  Wed o4 May
The London Palladium

METROPOLISMUSIC.COM
THE NEW ALBUM ‘CHARMED LIFE - THE BEST OF THE DIVINE COMEDY' OUT NOW

A 1S MUSIC BY WITH 13 ARTISTS



CROSSTOWN

—~CONCERTS ——
PRESENTS

TOUR 2022

THURSDAY 20 OCTOBER
RESCHEDULED SHOW - ORIGINAL TICKETS VALID

“HITS TO THE HEAD”

FRANZFERDINAND.COM BY ARRANGEMENT WITH CAA

PLUS SUPPORT

VLURE

SATURDAY 26 MARCH 2022
LONDON EVENTIM APOLLO

W HEIETRESIIEESSHE GROEM

BY ARRANGEMENT

SEBASTIAN

rescheduled shows - original tickets valid

b

WITH X-RAY

SINEAD
O’BRIEN

{mon 14 only)

DRUG STORE
ROMEOS

(tue 15 only)
moni4 & tue15 November

the roundhouse
london

belleandsebastian.com

by arrangement with x-ray

DEAD CAN DANCE

EUROPA - 2022

SUNDAY 10

& MONDAY 11 APRIL
LONDON
EVENTIM
APOLLO

DEADCANDANCE.COM

BY ARRANGEMENT WITH X-RAY

TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM
SEETICKETS.COM - GIGANTIC.COM - TICKETMASTER.CO.UK
ROUNDHOUSE.ORG.UK - EVENTIM.CO.UK - DICE.FM

Music & Nightlife

Top nights out this week
timeout.com/ clubnights

Body Movements

Time Out London February 8 — 21 2022
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Steam Down

‘Fancy a midweek

jam session?’

Forahealthy dose of freestyle
jazz, afrobeat, hip hop and more,
getdowntoajamsessionand
experience some of the freshest
musical talent that the capital has
tooffer. Steam Down has aweekly
night at Matchstick Piehouse on
Wednesdays and Colour Factory
hosts Orii Jam every Monday.
Placescan fillup fast, though,
sobesuretoforward-plan
and getdown early.

‘Had a massive one at

the opera last night...’
Mendelssohn, Verdi...
Skrillex?! Electronic musicis
kickingdown the doortosome
of London’s most prestigious
venues (and then politelysitting
downinthestalls). Fabricand the
English National Operaare collabing
tobringlive performances fromtop
DJsand producers (including Frank
Wiedemannand LCY)tothe London
Coliseumon March 9, Overmono are
performingasell-out show at York
HallonFebruary25and Bonobois
making hisRoyal Albert Halldebut
inMay. Getinvolved.m

By ChiaraWilkinson Who
definitely can’t remember
those nights at BGWMC.

STEAM DOWN: STEAM DOWN; BODY MOVEMENTS: PAOLA PELI



JAMIE LLOYD: KAI D.; CYRANO DE BERGERAC: MARC BRENNER

IT WAS GOING tobesucha

good year: Jamie Lloyd’s wildly
acclaimed James McAvoy-starring
‘Cyrano de Bergerac’ was just about
to go to New York; his production
of “The Seagull’ featuring Emilia
Clarke was in previews; and he had
Jessica Chastain lined up for his
next play. Then lockdown hit, and
it all went out of the window. Two
years on, ‘Cyrano’ and its star are
back in London and ‘The Seagull’ is
ready to fly again.

We were expecting ‘The Seagull’ to
return but it was a nice surprise to
see ‘Cyrano’ again...

‘Ttjust feltgood to get everybody
backtogether. We got asked to take it
to BAM [in New York], but we wanted
tobe partofthereopeningofthe
West End aswell, tobringitbackasa
celebration —and create somejobs!’

It’s quite a far-out ‘Cyrano’.
‘Youcouldactuallydoavery
traditional production of our text.
Butitwasaconsciousdecisionto
castpeoplewhowereintorapor
spokenword. They make it their
own, whichiswhythelanguage
oftensoundslike rap or slam poetry.’

TheWestEnd’s

dark princeis back

Director Jamie Lloyd - the most tattooed man in theatre,
and possibly the nicest — had his starry 2020 season squished
by the pandemic, but he’s bounced back

Did you have any doubts about
taking out Cyrano’s big nose?
‘Thereare greatteachingsin these
classicplays: the bigspiritualand
philosophical questions of our
history. Then with “The Seagull”,
everyoneisalwayslike: have you
gotasamovar? Andit’sso funny:
that’snotwhatthe playisabout.
With this, it’sjust not about
havinganoseonstage.’

James McAvoy is your
regular star - what’s
so special about him?
‘Tjustthinkhe’sa
greatartist. Hetakes
suchboldrisks, he
goesintothereal

depths of human emotions, but
hehasthislight touch. Buttobe
honestthe mainthingis, he’sareally
good guy:lookatthe pandemic,
allthe money he gave tothe NHS,
and that’sjust the stuffthat people
know about. He’s constantly looking
out for other people and wants
everybodytohaveagoodtime
and be cared for.Iabsolutely
lovehim.

How was it when ‘The
Seagull’ had to close?
‘Tactually wasn’tthere
thatdaybecauseIhad
whatIassume was
Covid. When Broadway
gotshutdown,Iwas

thinking: 'm notsurethatit’sacool
thingtodo, tobe asking people to
sitinapackedtheatre.Sowhenthe
decisionwasmade, it came as a bit
ofarelief.’

Is there a sense of unfinished
business in ‘The Seagull’ company?
‘Yeah, for sure. But WhatsApp’s
amazing, isn’tit? It’'saway of
keepingalittlecommunity together.
It’llbetwoand ahalfyears, and
weonlydid afew performances:
it’stotally unfinished. We’re all
different people now.’

Will ‘A Doll’s House’ with Jessica
Chastain still happen?

‘We were emailingjust the other day!
She’saspassionate aseveraboutit.
It’sjustacase of findingthe dates
asshe’sobviously very busy. Maybe
thisyear, maybe nextyear, butitwill
happenforsure’.m

-> ‘Cyrano de Bergerac' is at the Harold Pinter
Theatre. Until Mar 12. ‘The Seagull’ is at the Harold
PinterTheatre. Jun 29-Sep 10.

By Andrzej tukowski
Who once got locked out of a
building with James McAvoy.

February 8 — 21 2022 Time Out London
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A Number

1. 0.8.8.¢

THE YEAR 2002 gave us both
the regrettable Star Wars prequel
‘Attack of the Clones’ and Caryl
Churchill’s cloning drama ‘A
Number’, and | think it's safe to say
that there’s not much contest over
which one has stood up the better.

‘ANumber’ is now a modern
classic, and this Old Vic revival
from Lyndsey Turner comes just
two years after a superb Bridge
Theatre version.

It stars Lennie James as Salter,
a middle-aged man whom we see
in a series of encounters with his
sons. Except most of the sons are
clones, all played by ‘I May Destroy
You’ star Paapa Essiedu. First we
meet the gentle, confused Bernard
1,who’s beenraised as Salter’s
son but has just discovered that he
has numerous artificial siblings.
He quizzes his dad about it,and is
bewildered when Salter’s blustering

Red wall Lennie James and Paapa Essiedu

reassurances collapse, and he
confirms that Bernard too is a clone.
Next we meet Bernard 2:
unstable and angry at discovering
the existence of Bernard 1,
determined to do something about
it. Late on, we meet Michael Black,
a third version, whose utter lack
of introspection stands in ironic
contrast to his anguished brothers.
The sons are a gift of arole to
ayoung actor looking to show off
his range. Essiedu is wonderful
in all three, but especially as the

Moulin Rouge! The Musical

Bernards, two damaged young
men who try to resolve their
shattered sense of selves in very
different ways.

Ultimately, though, ‘A Number’
stands or falls on its father and
James —in his first stage partin
aeons —nails it. There is something
pitiably smalltime about his
geezerish Salter, who cloned his
son through a deluded desire to
atone for his past mistakes, then
lied about it to everyone. You
keenly sense that he’s a man who

The Glow

Caryl Churchill’s
unnerving cloning
drama is back again.

Lennie James and
Paapa Essiedu
give superb
performances.

0ld Vic. Until Mar 19.
£12-£65.

has always taken the easy way
out and now it's come back and
bitten him.

Turner’s taut production keeps
things minimal, with Es Devlin’s box
setan apartment painted entirely
in a monochromatic, womb-like
red. Startling quick changes of
Essiedu’s clothes delineate the
scenes. Butit's ultimately unshowy
and stark, an epic tale of a father’s
horrifying failure compressed into
a single hour, dense and heavy as
dark matter. mAndrzej tukowski

* ok

THE FRIEND WHO was supposed to come with

The Broadway stage
musical of the Baz
Luhrmann classic.

me to ‘Moulin Rouge!’ dropped out because of a
migraine, and honestly, hard relate: director Alex
Timbers’s dementedly maximalist ‘remix’ of Baz
Luhrmann’s smash film is pure sensory overload.

If you can remember any of the 2001 movie’s

Because you think
the pop medley
isman’s greatest
achievement.

music beyond ‘Lady Marmalade’ you'll recall that
the soundtrack largely consists of mash-ups, for
example ‘Sparkling Diamonds’, aka ‘Diamonds
Are Forever’ smooshed into ‘Diamonds Are a
Girl’s Best Friend’.

Timbers and music supervisor Justin Levine

Piccadilly Theatre.
Until Jul 23. £25-£225.

have gone nuts with the idea, pumping the story
full of pop songs old and new, fragmented and

whole. ‘Moulin Rouge!” is now bulked into a
veritable behemoth of millennial pop bangers.
There must be at least 50 songs in the mix
here: it’s less a jukebox musical than a frantically-
pressing-shuffle musical. But it’s also...

Time Out London February 8 — 21 2022

ridiculous? And not in a good way? More so than
the film, ‘Moulin Rouge!” The Musical’ is entirely
leveraged on the idea that pop medleys are
amazing. But the form is not so dizzyingly brilliant
that | felt forgiving of the plot when it did finally
crawl out of bed.

Beneath the songs, we're stuck with a generic
plod through the romance of the club’s doomed,
beautiful star performer Satine (Liisi LaFontaine)
and penniless American dreamer Christian
(Jamie Bogyo). For all its tongue-in-cheek
chutzpah, when the music stops you're not left
with much. mAndrzej tukowski

¥k Kk

INVICTORIAN ENGLAND, menacing spiritual

AlistairMcDowall’s
new drama about
awoman with
unearthly powers.

medium Mrs Lyall (Rakie Ayola) finds a nameless,
virtually mute young woman (Ria Zmitrowicz)
locked in an asylum. She abducts her, names her
Cassie, and brings her home to act as a conduit
for herrituals. Instantly, Mrs Lyall seems able to

contact the dead. But what is really happening?

It's haunting and sad
and unlike anything
else outthere.

Alistair McDowall’s brain-melting horror-
dramas ‘Pomona’ and ‘X’ were quite unlike
anything else on the English stage. And newie

‘The Glow’ is very much in their lineage.
It’s also tricky to write about without divulging

Royal Court Theatre.
Until Mar 5. £12-£45.

the enormous twist that occurs at the end of
the first half, which more or less blows the

original premise out of the water. Trying to be
restrained, let’s just say that the focus switches
to Zmitrowicz's intense but heartbreakingly
plaintive performance as a being —also known
by the names Brooke and The Woman —blessed

with unfathomable powers.

Touchstones here are perhaps the more
existential end of the superhero genre and the
darker, sadder side of ‘Doctor Who': to drop the
biggest spoiler, it becomes clear that The Woman
has been alive for a very long time, and suffered
immensely. Andyet ‘The Glow’ isn’t really about
her pain or her powers, but the connections she
forges with other people along the way.

McDowell has undoubtedly come up with the
goods again in this strange and beautiful play, a
mix of sci-fi, folk myth and elegy for humanity. m
Andrzej tukowski

ANUMBER: MANUEL HARLAN; MOULIN ROUGE: JOHAN PERSSON; THE GLOW: MANUEL HARLAN



VINCENT VAN GOGH (1853 - 1890), SELF-PORTRAIT, SEPTEMBER 1889, NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART, WASHINGTON DC

IT’S HARD TO look him in the eyes,
Vincent Van Gogh. His gaze is deep,
over-intense, rigid, unending. You'd
definitely avoid eye contact with
him in a bar. But in self-portrait
after self-portrait in this show, he
stares right out, his eyes drilling
straight into you.

He painted 35 known self-
portraits,and agood chunk of
themareondisplayinthisneat
little exhibition; some of them are
masterpieces, some ofthem aretotal
duds. Itstarts with his first works
inParisinlate 1886.Theearliest
painting hereisdarkand brooding
and filled with slabs of solid ochre
andblack, likeavery moody goth
Cézanne.

Butbyearly 1887 thecolours
arelighterand the brushstrokes
havestarted splodgingaboutin
their millions. He’snotan assured
painteryet, though:lotsof these
earlier piecesare tentative, unsure,
questioning-somearen’teven any
good. Butonespring 1887 piece,
made of countless orange and
greenmarks, isthereal beginning
ofsomething. Vincelookslikea

Eye-to-eye
withVincent

‘Van Gogh. Self-Portraits’

creature made out of
natureitself, likeall the
coloursofthetreesand
flowers have coalesced
intoaman.

Eventually, he
movestothesouth of
France, and itall comes
tolife. Thesearewild,
personal, experimental
works.Inonehe’s
sicklyand pallidina
world of bodily, crappy
browns. Inanotherhe’s

Yk Kk

Piercingly intense
selfies by a modern
master.

It'sVan Gogh, it's self-
portraits: you know
you're goingto love it.

The Courtauld Gallery.
Until May 8. £18, concs
available.

allswirlingbluesand
dizzying, spiralling
greens.

Thegreat paintings
here are great because
oftheiremotion.
Allthat tumultous
paintand spinning
composition: these
areimagesofamanin
variousstates of decay,
amaninthe process
ofexplodinginto
emotional static. When

he’satthissickest—inanunbearably
tormented August 1889 work - his
gaunt, haunted facelookslikeit’s
collapsingin onitself, while his
edgesarefrayingand shimmering.

Justaweeklaterand he’sbecome
solid again: patches of orange and
yellowinaworld of blue. Thisisa
guy goingthrough someshit, and
workingitall outin paint.

That’swhat makes Van Gogh so
specialtosomany. Yeah, yeah, the
sunflowers and starsarenice, butin
hisbrutal, extreme, intense honesty,
hebecomesacontainerofours. We
find beauty inthe ups and downs
ofhisemotionallife because we’re
desperatetofindunderstanding
throughart.

What theimpressionistsdid
forlight -exposed it, exalted it,
wallowed init - Van Gogh did for his
ownemotions. Hisstoryistragic, but
we’relucky hetoldit,and told itso
beautifully. m

By Eddy Frankel
Who at no point said ‘earwe
go’ while looking at this show.

v
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Art

BEST OF
THE BEST

The top exhibitions you have
to see in London right now

‘Francis Bacon:

Man and Beast’
Vicious, visceral images by
everyone’s favourite painter of
tormentand angst. This show
focuseson hisanimal-influenced
work, and it’sstaggering.

-> Royal Academy of Arts. Until Apr 17. £22-£24.50.

Dominic Watson, ‘England, Their England’

“Testament’

1. 8. 8.8 ¢

MONUMENTS HAVE HAD ahardtimeofit ~ bestofall is Ghislaine Leung’s amazing
lately, what with getting knocked down and inflatable pub, because if there’s anything
vandalised and being chucked in harbours. we can all agree should be celebrated it's
So GCCA has asked 47 artists to propose the local boozer.
new ones more fitting for 2022 than a It’s not all fun. Roger Hiorns’s display of
statue of slaver or a fountain for a princess. placards against the vCJD scandal is brutal
Migration pops up repeatedly, as in and moving; Oscar Murillo’s chairs covered
Adham Faramawy’s film about a parakeet in charred bricks is a memorial to the loss
garden, or JJ Chan's installation of rocks of working-class identity; Yuri Pattison’s
and sickbags. There’s a lot of inversion, passport control desk is a great up-yours to
too: Edward Thomasson wants a sinkhole borders everywhere.
as a monumentto a sinkhole and Aaron Look, this show’s a total mess. It's
Ratajczyk wants to dig a huge ramshackle, incredibly over-
cave in the middle of London, wordy and quite a lot of these

‘Helen Frankenthaler:
Radical Beauty’
Mesmerisingly beautiful
woodcutsbyagiant of abstract
expressionism, all full of soft
colours and gorgeous shapes.
-> Dulwich Picture Gallery. Until Apr 18. £16.50

both of them trying to turn Pitches for new artists have absolutely phoned
monuments inside out. public monuments itin. Some seem to have
There’s a lot of drawing, by 47 contemporary missed what a monument

textandvideo here, but the
best works are the actual
models for monuments. Olu

artists. even is. The exhibition would
be an absolute stunnerifitwas
15 amazing works, instead of

Ogunnaike’s Fourth Plinth
made of discarded wood
veneer is sharp and smart;
Dominic Watson'’s working
fountain of a prime minister
getting abooze enema

is hilarious and satirical;
Monster Chetwynd’s giant
beast’s head is ridiculous;

Time Out London February 8 — 21 202

Well,they can’tbe
any worse than Anish
Kapoor's‘Orbit’, can
they?

Goldsmith’s Centre
for Contemporary Art.
Until Apr 2. Free.

such a huge over-ambitious
mixed bag.

Butit's also fun, moving,
intelligent and full of ideas.
We should build them all,and
let future generations push
them into harbours. It's what
monuments are for. m
Eddy Frankel
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Allison Katz: ‘Artery’
Weirdly surreal images of
chickens, eggs and cabbages.
This Canadian painter knows
howtounsettleaviewer.

-> Camden Art Centre. Until Mar 13. Free.

DOMINIC WATSON, ‘THEIR ENGLAND’, PHOTO BY ROB HARRIS. FRANCIS BACON © THE ESTATE OF FRANCIS BACON. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED, DACS/ARTIMAGE 2021. PHOTO: PRUDENCE CUMING ASSOCIATES LTD. HELEN FRANKENTHALER, MADAME

BUTTERFLY, 2000. © 2021 HELEN FRANKENTHALER FOUNDATION, INC. / ARS, NY AND DACS, LONDON / TYLER GRAPHIC LTD., MOUNT KISCO, NY. © ALLISON KATZ; COURTESY OF THE ARTIST AND LUHRING AUGUSTINE, NEW YORK.



CIRCOLO: CLERKENWELL BOY

Circolo Popolare

Howto have a non-shit meal
onValentine’s Day

Whatever you think of V-Day, there’s no denying that planning a special romantic
dinner can be stressful. Luckily, London has many chill options for February 14

NAFF CARDS, TEDDY bears,
chocolates, anything heart-shaped
and - above all — an intense
pressure to book somewhere a deux
for an unforgettable special dinner
have come to define Valentine’s
Day. But there are ways to enjoy
food and drink on the prescribed
day of love without succumbing

to clichés, breaking the bank or
developing some kind of romantic
PTSD. Whether you're loved-up

with your boo, flying solo or just
want to hang out with some pals,
here are savvy ways to eat out — or
in - this February 14 in London
and make sure it’s memorable for
all the right reasons.

Have areally great breakfast
instead of a mediocre dinner
Being ‘romantic’ doesn’t have to
meanalow-liteveningand an
impossible-to-find 8pm table.

Startyour day with avisittoSoho
stalwart Koya. There are nobookings
here,butifyoucan,tryandnaba
spotatthebarand orderthe oh-so-
satisfying english-breakfast udon
noodles. Slurping from the same
bowltore-enactthe famous ‘Lady
and the Tramp’ spaghettiscene
isoptional. For a fancier affair,
Mayfair’sThe Wolseley is the place
tobreakyour fast. Opt for the fried
duckeggwith bubble-and-squeak

and mushrooms, or the decadent
signature fishcake with poached
eggand hollandaise. Forataste
ofthe Middle East, treat yourself
toabigbreakfastat Honey & Co

in Warren Street. Choose froma
selection of mezze, eggs, pastries
and cakes. Then show you really
careand pick up one of its special
Valentine’streats hampers while
you'reatit.(Imean, not while you're
actually ATIT.)

»

9
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Ombra

‘? Pretend you're on holiday

Nothingsaysromance like sun, sea
andsand. London, sadly, generally
hasnone ofthese things. Buta
restaurant terrace can make you
feellike you’'vejetted off. Lambeth’s
Garden Museum Café (winner of
the city’sbest outdoor diningspot
inour2021 Bestofthe City Awards,
FYI)isabrilliant place foralunch
ofseasonal British fare. Or get that
dolcevitafeel at Circolo Popolare.
Yes, theinteriorsand food are OTT,
with pasta, pizza and giant puds, but
headtothegardenterrace for peace
and quiet, and picture yourself
lounging by Lake Garda.

Skip basic chocolates

and shop indie

Wantsome sweets for your

sweet? Putdown that synthetic
supermarket selection and opt for
something thoughtful, ethically
sourced andindependent. The
award-winning Pump Street
produces sublime handmade
chocolate using traditional methods
and all-naturalingredients. Its
bestselling Ecuador 60 percentdark
milkwith caramelised hazelnuts

Time Out London February 8 — 21 2022
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Awa Sparkling Sake

J>

isthestuff Plum Valley
of dreams.

Hackneybrand Land

Chocolate specialisesin bean-to-bar
single-origin chocolatein pretty
pastel packaging.

Go more original than bubbly
Broaden your fizzy horizons with
alternativesthat getlessofalook-in.
Tryacrémantd’alsace from Noble
Fine Liquor, alively sparklingwine
fromnorth-eastern France with
tangylemon and quince notes. For
somethingalittle closertohome,
English sparklingwines are having
(another) moment. Ridgeview’s
organic Bloomsburybottle has
hintsof peachand honeyandisan
ideal with seafood. Ifyouwantto
goleftfield, diveinto The Sparkling
Sake Brewery’s Awa, a crisp, clean,
melon-and-muscatdrink.

Don’t book somewhere wack,
tryyour luck at a walk-in
Leftittoolate tobooksomewhere
with yourbeau or besties? Nostress.
Noodle & Beer near Spitalfields,
which specialisesin Chongqing
flavours, has plenty of space for

Q

walk-ins. For those double dating
orinabiggroup, Shoreditch’s
barbecue haven Smokestak has
indoorand outdoor seatingwhere
walk-ins are always welcome.
Theveryunorganised can head

to Chinatown and rockup to Plum
Valley, Four Seasons or Food House:
they’reall open on a Monday night
and usually have plenty of space.

Try a set menu that’s, er, good
Valentine’s Day - like the horrific
Christmas work meal —isnotorious
forthe ‘special menu’, designed to
cause thekitchen minimum fuss,
asyou'reregaled with ‘aphrodisiac’
asparagustipsand strawberries
with melted chocolate. Instead,
opt for Bethnal Green’s Ombra’s
extravagant seven-course
dinner for £80 from 8pm
to9pm. Expectdishes
suchasgnocco fritto,
pumpkin tortelli
and aged turbot
. withseaurchin
| andartichoke. A
| laterdinner means
you’ll skip the mad
rush of once-a-year
romantics, too. Noble
Rot Soho and Noble
Rot Lamb’s Conduit’s
bargainlunch set menus
(two courses for £18, three for
£22)should getalookintoo.The
menu features wonderful dishes
like ricottaand turnip top, toast
androastsardines, orlentilsand
salsaverde.

Don’t go out at all. Stay in
Can’tbearsedtoleave the house?
Okay, maybe don’t phraseitexactly
like that. Impressyourloved one
with adelicious home-cooked
dinner,ieameal kitthatwilldoall
the hard work for you. The good
people at Hawksmoor do asteak
box containingthe full works: the
meat, sides, sauces, champersand
theoption toadd morebooze. All
you Cyranosout there should go for
the Pancakes and Poetry kit from
Where the PancakesAre: guaranteed
toscore brownie points with

your significant other. Both offer
nationwide delivery, soyou really
don’thave anyexcuse.®

ByAngela Hui
Who is secretly a real sucker
for a bit of romance.

OOMBRA: HARRIET LANGFORD




ANTILLEAN: ANTILLEAN

Antillean

188,88,

AS DIVERSE AS London is, Caribbean food has never been
celebrated in the same way as, say, French or Japanese.
Enter Antillean: London’s very first fine-dining pan-Caribbean
restaurant. Named after the beautiful Antilles islands, its
menu reflects the diversity of dishes found there, with French,

African and Chinese influences.

We started with small plates recommended by our waiter:
watermelon-and-beetroot salad, scallop ceviche, grilled
octopus and blue swimmer crab. All of it was bright and
vibrant, made up of fuchsias, emeralds and burnt oranges —
the authentic colours of the tropics on a plate. The flavours

didn’t disappoint either.

Next, mains. The rum-marinated ribeye steak was perfectly

pink and delicately seasoned. And the Bajan
staple of flying fish with cornmeal cou-cou
almost brought a tear to my eye. It tasted
exactly the same as the version | ate when

| was growing up.

To finish, a sharing dessert platter
featuring Guinness ice cream, carrot cake,
chocolate torte and plantain tarte tatin.

I must admit | was sceptical: traditionally,
plantainis served as a savoury side,

but here itis a pudding. Bizarre. Absurd.
But, dare | say it, genius? Its sweet notes
complemented the flaky pastry exquisitely.

It was heartwarming to see familiar
Caribbean dishes served in a fine-dining
environment —the sleek interiors and high
ceilings reminded me of the region’s coastal
restaurants. I'd definitely go back — if just for
that plantain tarte tatin. m Emily Canegan

A high-end pan-
Caribbean restaurant
and bar.

Forauthentic dishes
like flying fish with
cou-cou.

74 Blackfriars Rd,
SE1 8HA.

Get 20% off and a drink

at Ronnie Scott’s

Discover more offers at timeout.com/ offers
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DinTai Fung
Selfridges

ok k

THIS CELEBRATED Taiwanese
restaurant chain’s arrival in
Selfridges is part of the store’s

shiny new ‘dining complex’, but it Department store
felt more like a soulless food-court outlet forthe
concession than a restaurant. Taiwanese dumpling

The menu here is a lighter version chain.
of the first Covent Garden branch’s .
offering. We started with a trio of - ?
wonderful cold appetisers: wood S50 Forthe soup
ear mushrooms; green beans dumplings, aftera
with diced pork and prawn; and were faultless. | tried some of the until 11pm, so there was still time shopping spree.
Shanghainese drunken chicken. exclusive dishes, but they didn’t for pudding. The sweet red bean and

Service was swift, but was also impress. The chicken-and-truffle chocolate lava xiao long bao were 400 Oxford St,W1A 1AB.
sometimes robotic... literally. Two soup tasted clean, but not much disappointing, but the fluffy salted
‘BellaBots’ —grinning cyber cats — else. The chicken-and-vegetable egg-yolk custard lava buns from the
wove between tables, helping the wontons were a little bland. steamer underneath were pure bliss.
human waiters. Maybe this is the Atone point, aloud vibe-killing Would | visit again? It's probably
future: the robots aren’t coming to announcement blared out: ‘Thank not worth a special trip to the big
eat us, they’re coming to feed us. you for shopping at Selfridges, the yellow department store when the

Now for the main event: the store will be closing in 30 minutes.’ OG site isjustdown theroad. m
dumplings. The pork xiao long bao Thankfully, this place doesn’t shut Angela Hui

d listing ——

SUSHISAMBA
SAYS:

Weekender from February 24 to 27.
Enjoy samba dancers, batucada
drummers and DJs spinning Brazilian
grooves, plus Carnaval-inspired menu
specials and Caipirinhas shaken

book visit www.sushisamba.com.’
Various locations.

‘SUSHISAMBA is back with its Carnaval

tableside. For more information and to

STUART PHILLIPS
SAYS:

‘The award-winning Stuart Phillips
salon is situated in the heart of Covent
Garden, on Monmouth Street, and

has been established for nearly three
decades. We offer style, comfort (lay
back on our reclining shampoo chairs)
and great client care. Our friendly team
look forward to meeting you!’

25 Monmouth St, WC2H 9DD.

Support our local partners.

PANTON YOKOCHO
SAYS:

‘Got a curtain to catch? Try Panton
Yokocho’s new pre-theatre menu.
Explore 1970s Tokyo and feaston a
retro ramen menu, with two courses
and a drink for just £17.50. Sitamong
hanging lanterns, noren curtains,

retro lights and vintage posters,toa
soundtrack of J-pop tunes from the era.’
35 Panton St, SW1Y 4EA.

SEA GARDEN & GRILL
SAYS:

‘We source the finest seafood from St
Ives in Cornwall and have some great
offers to help warm up these cold winter
days. Try our mouth-watering cream
mussels and triple-cooked chips for just
£10 and, on Wednesdays, get two-for-
one surf’n’ turf— simply delicious!”
99-101 Broadway Market, 29 Tooting
High St, SW17 ORJ.
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IT’S SINGLE ORIGIN
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. DARK-'--,
AND MILK CHOCOLATE
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NO.1 THE DECADENT CHOCOLATE W a I T R O S E
TRUFFLE EDITION

& PARTNERS

olate Truffle Edition 410g, £1¢ es. Subject to availability. Minimum online spend and delivery c oly. Prices may vary in Channel Islands, Little W e & Partners





