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Advertisement feature

Claus for
celebration

Make up for lost time by heading to these
fun experiences across London

espite the short nights
Dand occasional freezing

downpour, there’s nowhere
quite like London when Christmas
rolls around. Picture snowy
pavements and twinkling light
displays, cutesy festive markets
and cockle-warming comfort food in
cosy haunts. While 2020 may have
been a write-off, we've teamed up
with Schweppes to help you make
sure this year is better than ever.
#MerrySchweppesmas
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Natural History Museum

i e

Sip cocktails with a view
at Aviary’sigloos

Like the idea of dining above the
city in your own private igloo? Snap
up a spot at Aviary, where you'll
be able to enjoy Christmas menus
with panoramic views. Decked
out in faux fur, foliage and cosy
furnishings, it’s sure to add a little
wow factor to your night out.

-> 22-25 Finshury Square, EC2A 1DX.

Try dancing onice at the
Natural History Museum
Show off your moves by heading
to the Natural History Museum’s
ice rink. Back in South Ken for its
final season, the place will be giving
you wholesome festive vibes until
January 16. Make sure you don’t
forget to snap pictures under the
tree while you're there.

- Cromwell Rd, SW7 5BD.

Loy Carnaby Street’s
lights with a message
Carnaby Street is always a knockout
around the Christmas period,

but this year? They’re well worth
checking out. Raising awareness
for Choose Love, a shop which
supports refugees all over the
world, this dazzling installation is so
much more than just a pretty thing
to look at.

-> 24 Carnaby St, W1F 9PB.

—

Dine at afab restaurant

'Tis the season for stuffing your
chops, so you've got to book into
one of London’s best restaurants.
We’d recommend swinging by
House of Ho in Fitzrovia for delicious
pan-Asian cooking, or heading
overto Marylebone’s Devonshire
Arms for hearty comfort food or

La Brasseria for a slap-up Italian
feast, all paired with refreshing
Schweppes drinks.

-> Various sites.

Advertisement feature

Buy gifts at the
Southbank Centre’s
winter market
Honestly, is there anything more
Christmassy than a market? We
think not. Taking over Queen’s
Walk until December 24, this free
pop-up sells seasonal goods and
boasts alpine chalets serving food
and booze. Whether you're buying
presents or just having a nosey, this
is one fun winter experience.
- Queen’s Walk, SE1 7PB.

Belt out carols at the
Royal Albert Hall

Taking place at the Royal Albert
Hall from December 18 to 24, these
carol concerts features a healthy
blend of trad and modern Christmas
tunes. While you may not have the
range of Mariah, you can still enjoy
the city’s ultimate singalong in an
unbeatable atmosphere.

-> Kensington Gore, SW7 2AP
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Jingle Fizz

Slimline Elderflower Tonic * Gin °
Cinnamon Stick * Dehydrated Lemon Wheel
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THE UK’S FIRST

WI-FI

Only BT’s hybrid broadband gives you an
unbreakable home connection backed up by 8

Why settle for anyone else? BEYOND
Search BT hybrid broadband. LIMITS

88% UK availability. 4G coverage and BT fibre required. 4G network connection takes up to 175 seconds. To verify visit BT.com/verifyhybrid




ILLUSTRATION: ELEANOR SHAKESPEARE; THE CAUSE: MIGUEL MARTIM/WE ARE ONE; MANTECA: ANTON RODRIGUEZ

InSide Thatwas...2021

The Marble Arch Mound, Salt Bae,

This issue of Time Out Mr Arse Flare Twat, oh, and some
in no time at all actually good stuff. Thanks, London!
PAGE 20

N
Just Cause

We mourn the Tottenham club that
Londoners went wild for and that
saved us during lockdown

PAGE 39

Manteca

We have a nose for an iconic dish
and it’s led us to the stuffed pig's
snout at this five-star eatery

PAGE 79

West Side Story Kids’ stuff
Finally, something westside we Hallucinatory grottos, directional
like. Only joking. Phil de Film gives gingerbread, searing lights —junior
Spielberg’s musical retread top marks London Christmas is here
PAGE 63 PAGE 59
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Joe Mackertich ' I time for s o reveal our Best of the Gty for thisyeas

London Editor =

@j_mackertich

About one year ago, in this very editor’s letter, I loudly and
annoyingly proclaimed ‘This year sucked’. I went on to
guarantee that things were about to get ‘way, way better’. I was,
as usual, wrong. Less than a month later the whole country
entered the grimmest lockdown ever. It was like the first
lockdown, but instead of videos of Italians singing from their
balconies, the Rule of Six and Zoom quizzes, we had freezing
rain, darkness and the Covid-related death of Captain Tom.

You'd think I'd have learned my lesson when it comes to
making bold, unfounded proclamations. Psyche: I haven’t!
Things are definitely about to get way, way better. Because no
matter what happens, the people of London will have a laugh,
by God. And that’ll be the case whether it’s in a bustling pub,
a theatre lobby or by a park bin with some tins and one mate.

In this issue, we show some love to the businesses, people and
places that shone brightest during an intermittently dismal
year. Congrats to all the award winners, but congratulations to
you too. Because the one proclamation I am confident making
is that you've earned a restful, beautiful festive period.

THE EDITOR’S ESSENTIALS Three things I still have to do in London

SEE this

¥ DRINK he

re
I’'m extremely keen to get down to Isamu Neguchi? Iconic, mid-century My old mates Ed and Jamie, the
Rita’s newish, all-grown-up Soho design? The Barbican? Five stars Four Legs duo, opened their new
spot. The duck taquitos? Yeah, I'm from our art critic Eddy? How have | pub The Plimsoll in Finsbury Park.
going to need to try those. not been yet? Shocking behaviour. Looks like a winnerto me.

@timeoutlondon f facebook.com/timeoutlondon y @timeoutlondon ‘7“ timeout.com/news
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DUCK &
SPICED
ORANGE

E.‘ID". e L L
BRITISH DUCK
FAINT s,

The Foodies have spoken.
Presenting to you, this festive seasons' must have...

What happens when you give London'’s top foodies a taste of Christmas? You get an Instagram feed full of the
new Christmas treat from Amazon. So next lunchtime, why don't you take a minute and go full foodie with the
new Duck & Spiced Orange Pretzel Roll?

% % % % %

“Cheat on turkey with duck this Christmas! Amazon fresh have dropped their festive pulled
duck and orange spiced Christmas pretzel and it's even better than it looks”

Ming Taylor @top_london_restaurants

Scan to find your local store

Product available in-store only. Terms apply. See amazon.co.uk/freshstore/terms

london_restaurants

@top_

@sassy__foodie
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. YOU CAN TASTE WHEN
IT’S MADE WITH SWISS GRUYERE

CHRISTMAS GRUYERE FONDUE

Waitrose & Partners Gruyere Fondue 2 6, £ cted stores. Subject to availability. Minimum online spend and delivery charg apply. Prices may vary in Channel Islands, Little Waitrose & Partn




SHOP IN STORE OR AT WAITROSE.COM

WAITROSE

& PARTNERS




Official fuel consumption for the Audi Q4 e-tron range in mpg (L/100km): N/A. CO2 emissions: 0g/km.

The Audi Q4 e-tron is a battery electric vehicle requiring mains electricity for charging. Range figures were obtained after the battery had been fully charged, are for
comparability purposes and may not reflect real life driving results. Zero emissions while driving. Please consult your Audi Centre for further information. Image for illustrative
purposes. Model shown includes optional equipment. Wheels and selected other features are not UK specification.
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London life lessons from 2021

This year has been... a lot. But we’ve learned a lot, too. We ask experts from different industries across
the city about the most important things they’ll take from 2021. Illustration Geo Law

Shamil Thakrar

Co-founder, Dishoom

‘How willingeveryoneisto help
each other. Everyone says how
competitive the restaurantindustry
is, butthroughout the pandemic,
everytimeIreached out for help
from a competitor, everyone

really wentabove and beyond.
I'msurprised at how open people
havebeen, which hasmadeit

much easier.Ithinkthatshared
experience of navigatingthe same
storm hasdefinitely created atighter
communityintheindustry.’

Amelie Snyers

MD,Village Underground
‘Welooked atouractsand thought
that, diversity-wise, itjust
wasn’tgood enough. Duringthe
pandemic, we’ve diversified our
programmingand made changes
sothatourline-upsare more
representative of London, and of
Hackney specifically. It feelslike
aresponsibilityasavenue -you
wanteveryone to find something for
themselves. We’ve been proactive
inseekingoutnew artistsand we’ve
realised what’s possible.’

Shereen Jasmin Phillips
Director,Taking Part at the Young\Vic
‘Working with the community
isessential. This year wasn’tjust
about people comingtothetheatre,
itwasaboutgoingoutto people
and bringing world-class theatre

to them.We went to spaces like
ThamesReach todeliver work

to homeless people, we went
toschoolsand care homes. We
brought musicand artto places
where there’salack of accessibility.
When youdothat, audiences come
outinabundance.

Deano Moncrieffe
Co-founder,Hacha Bar
‘Thedrinksindustry wantsto get
better.Since things reopened,
there’sbeen asense of unity. My
platform Equal Measuresraises
awareness around the importance of
diversity in hospitality. This year, we
launched a mentorship programme.
Whenwe reached out to people

tobe mentors, the response was
overwhelming. It’s great seeing
peopleunderstand that our industry
should reflect the societyitserves.’m
Interviews by Chiara Wilkinson

December 2021 Time Out London
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Sunday in Brooklyn’s

seriously stacked pancakes

What goes into the London plates
that everyone bangs on about

WHEN IS A PANCAKE not a pancake?
When it’s more like a cake cake. That’s
the deal with the signature dish at
Sunday in Brooklyn, the New York
restaurant that opened its first London
branch in Notting Hill this year. ‘On

a busy day, almost every table will be

ordering the pancakes,’ says head chef
Esteve Prats Grau. ‘We have a dedicated
pancake maker: that’s their only job.”
Grau talks us through the dish that’s
become a cult favourite on both sides of
the Atlantic. B Chiara Wilkinson
- 98 Westbourne Grove. £9-£18.

The butter
‘We finish the pancakes
with a dollop of butter, which
we cook until it goes a dark
brown colour. It tastes smoky
and bitterand adds an
extra aroma when it
startsto melt’

The taste
‘Sometimes pancakes
can be a bitbland, butthese
are very much the opposite.
They're like a [flavour] bomb

in the mouth. Rich, intense,
and sweet - but not
too sweet!

The batter

‘We use a basic recipe
with buttermilk and malt
powder.The secretis to mixthe
ingredients by hand and leave
all the lumps in. If you mix
too much, they won’t
be fluffy!

The syrup

‘The pancakes are drizzled
with a hazelnut praline syrup.
We toast hazelnuts until they're
almost burntand mixin the
syrup. It'swarm and
thick, like a gravy!

The size
‘They’re 20 centimetres
in diameterand two
centimetres thick.Oneisa
decent size fortwo people to
share, otherwise it’s like
eatinga whole cake
by yourself!

Time Out London December 2021 14
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THE STREET THAT CHANGED MY LIFE

J

Reggie Yates on the
area that changed his
understanding of class

IN THE LATE 1980s, I used
to walk down Liverpool
Road every day to go to
school. The Angel end was
shiny and lovely, and the
Holloway end, where I grew
up on an estate, not so
much. For Halloween, my
mum wouldn’t buy me and
my sister costumes, so we'd
put on black bin bags and
go to all the fancy houses
to get shitloads of Snickers
and Mars bars, rather than
the penny chews we’d get
from our block.
Isoonrealised that mylife
was probably very different
tothatofsomekidsin my
class.ButIalsorealised
thatIcouldliterallylive
nextdoortothethingsthat
Iwasdreamingabout for
my family and thatitwas
tangibleand achievable.
WhenIbeganacting,
asakid, peoplestartedto
treat me differently when a
chauffeur-driven Mercedes
was pickingmeuptogo
towork. Understanding
whoyou are versus the way
peopleseeyouwasahuge
lesson for me. WhenIdrive
down Liverpool Road these
days,Ioccasionally zipinto
theestateand sayhelloto
some of the peopleIgrew up
with. Those surroundings
didn’tdefine methenand
theystilldon’t,butthey’re
ahuge partof whatmade
mewholam. Bl Interview by
Chiara Wilkinson
-> ‘Pirates’, written and directed by
Reggie Yates, is in cinemas now.

Explore more of the city at
timeout.com/thingstodo

PANCAKES: BEN ROWE; REGGIE YATES: NINOSLAV VRANA
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JUST BEGAUSE YOU MISBEHAVE
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3 for 2 on Aussie

Cheapest Free :
in store | boots.com | app Let’s feel good
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City life

LONDON FIRSTS

Munya Chawawa

We asked the comedian about his landmark
moments in this city

First posh meal you had?
‘ThelvyinSoho.Iwastakenthereasatreat.
Iknew it was posh because they didn’t even offer
the option of tap water. Usually you gointoaplace
andthey askifyouwantstill, sparkling or tap, and
giveyoualittlewink.Ididn’teven get the wink or
the suggestion of tap. That’s when I knew: Okay,

First time you fell asleep on the tube?
‘Ttused tobe constant. My best sleep happens
whenI'minaninconvenient place,soI'm praying
Inevergetinvited toaUN meeting. The tube was
the perfectenvironmentto fall asleepinwhenI
first moved to London. It’swarm and has agentle
rocking motion, like ayacht. The furthest place

W@®RD
ONTHE
STREET

The most ridiculous
things we’ve overheard
in London this week

‘Stop fat-
shamingSanta.’

‘Fuckit.Ilike
havingsex.Idon’t
wanttogobowling.’

‘'mtheheirto
acarpetdynasty.

‘Twould notpay £25
toeatpheasant.

‘GeneKellyisa
fuckinggreat
dancer. He’s better
thanFred Astaire.’

‘Streatham: where
Guccicametodie.’

we’reinthebigleague now.’ I'vewokenupinisHarrowonthe Hill. ‘The barwas
First friend you made? First pub where you felt like a local? groaningunderthe
‘AboxingcoachinClapton. Hewassuper-friendly, ‘TheEast Dulwich Tavern.It’s cosy, the food’s welght ofgammon.’
fromthe Caribbean and would alwaysshakeyour  good, the people are nice andIfeel like a proper . .
hand and then continue holdingit.Imet himon middle-aged manthere. I've never had ataste for Ballsacksare getting
thestreetrecently and he wasso pleased tosee beer, somynormal order would be some sort of alotofairtimetod ay.’
methat heended up holding my hand for about pixie-dust chocolate-sprinkle cocktailthing.’m
halfan hour.Ithinkeveryone around usthought Interview by Chiara Wilkinson ‘Humans are
wewere havingareally romantic moment, when - Munya Chawawa's new show ‘Race Around Britain’ is available iust inherently
actually we were talkingabout my right hook.’ on YouTube now. . e 4e 5
disappointing.
‘Tdratherhavea
Chinese takeaway
thanashag.’
LONDON MAKERS amerehoD
he’sapsycho, but
. : : that’swhatIlike
Tucked away in a Peckham industrial abouthim.’

unit, you’ll find Kanpai: the UK’s
first sake brewery. Using traditional

‘Ifeellike egg-peeling

Japanese methods to make rice wine, atworkisafauxpas.’
it creates special-edition bottles as well
as cans of pre-mixed ‘session sake’. -~ T

- www.kanpai.london

Overheard something weird?
Tweet us #wordonthestreet
@timeoutlondon
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Are you a
read-this-
at-arms-
length-er?

If you're fed up with being a read-this-at
-arms-length-er or a huge-font-er or a
zoom-in-er, it might be time for an eye test.

Specsavers

Book yours at specsavers.co.uk




City life international

Despite everything, plenty of big new art galleries
popped up around the world this year

OPENING A HUGE new museum? We can only
imagine it’s really, really difficult. When people
have forgotten how to go out — and many don’t
want to - it’s even harder. But in spite of the
global shitshow that spilled over into 2021,
some impressive cultural venues did manage to
open their doors this year. Here’s our pick.

LumaArles

This Provencal city isnow home
toashimmeringstainless-steel
tower filled with contemporary
art. The Frank Gehry-designed
Lumaopenedwithan
exhibition featuring Olafur
Eliasson and Diane Arbus,

and there are many more
blockbuster shows to come.

Academy Museum of Motion s o O

Pictures LosAngeles
Finally, abigol’ museum dedicated toall things
Hollywood. Nexttimeyou’rein LA, you film
buffscansee Dorothy’s ruby slippers, the only
surviving shark model from ‘Jaws’ and all kinds
of otherlegendary propsand costumes. You can
alsostepuptoreceive a Best Picture Oscar (sadly,
you can’ttake thelittle man home with you).

Time Out London December 2021

M+ Hong Kong

First conceived more than two decades ago,

thismonumental waterside museum of

contemporary visual culture wasintended to

showcase Hong Kong’sbestart. Since then, there

have been some pretty, erm, generous donations
from mainland China,and many of the

original artistsinvolved have accused

the museum of ‘self-censorship’.

. Regardless, it’ssure tobecome one

of Hong Kong’s main attractions.

Musan: Museum of
Underwater Sculpture
Ayia Napa
First we gotunderwater hotels
and thencametherestaurants.
Andnowitseemsgalleries
could bethelatesttrend to hitthe
ocean floor. That’swhat Musan is:
abigcollection of sculpturesthat can
bevisited by scubadivers. Peer into the waters
around Ayia Napain Cyprus, and you’ll now spot
stone children playing with cameras, families
watching TV and stout, spiky trees. Bestofall, it’s
hoped the statues will provide a new habitat for
marine plantsand otherwildlife.m
Sophie Dickinson

18

CITY

ENVY

Great things that we
love in other cities

|
Turin’s
eco-mall

Sustainable shopping
options in London are,
frankly, pretty dire. If
you’'re lucky, you might
come across the odd
zero-waste store, and the
closestyou getin most
supermarkets is the meat-
free aisle. Butin Turin
there’s an entire retail
park dedicated to eco-
friendly shopping. Run by
the guy behind the Eataly
empire, Green Peais a
mall offering five floors

of stores selling only
stuffthatis in some way
good for the planet, from
furniture to cosmetics.
What that means is all

66 shops specialise in
reusable, recyclable and
locally sourced products.
One day, we hope, all
shopping centres will look
like this. m Ed Cunningham

Formore unique looks
atLondon life,head to
timeout.com/news

LUMA: ADRIAN DEWEERDT; MUSAN: © MUSAN/COSTAS CONSTANTINOU



SAMSUNG

Holiday opens up
with Galaxy

Discover your perfect gift at samsung.com
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RESTOS, BANTER

LET'S BE HONEST,
this year didn’t exactly
get off to a great start.
It was cold, it was bleak
7 and everything was
closed. But hey, at least we all had
loads of time to binge-watch and
weep over the truly excellent TV
show ‘It’s a Sin’. And remember
when it snowed that time in
January? That was nice.
Butifwe’velearned onething
fromthisyear, it’sthat Londonis
resilient. When the big outdoor
hospitality reopeningin April
cruelly coincided with torrential
downpours, we dutifully sat sipping
cold pintsunder dripping wet pub
gardenumbrellas. And you know
what? We were ecstatic aboutit.
Aseverythingunlocked,
Londoners flocked torestaurants,
bars, cafés, theatres, cinemas,
galleriesand museums, reminding
ourselves why we love this city.
Thisyear saw the sweaty, joyful and
euphoricreturn of festivalsand

21

oA

PUBS AND CLUBS

clubs. Itwasthe year that football
properly, nearly, actually came
home.Itwastheyearthat weall
laughed at stupid stufflike The
Marble Arch Mound and aman
charging thousands of pounds for
salty slabs of meat. Forayear that
started off soterribly, 2021 has not
beenwithoutjoy.

Atthetimeof writing, things feel
uncertainagain. Aswe’ve learned
fromthelast (nearly) twoyears, the
situation can change overnight. But
now we know that, no matter how
shiteverythinggets, Londoners
still know how to laugh, they still
buzzwith creativity and new ideas
—andthere’salwaysachancethat
someone might evensticka flare up
theirbuminthe name of football.

Sohere’stocelebratingthe
greatest things that happened this
year. Thisisour rundown of the best
bits, fromssilly news stories tothe
editor’s picksin our Best of the City
awards.Seeyou ontheotherside.
Isabelle Aron

December 2021 Time Out London
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The joyful
family-run
Thaiplacein
Leytonstone

Food and drink writer

Angela Hui on how her
local restaurant
kept her going
this year

Truestory:Imovedto

Leytonstonejusttobe nearer

to Singburi, my favourite
restaurantin London.
Duringthe pandemic,

this tiny family-run Thai
restaurantcloseditsdine-in
areaand focused ondoing
takeaways instead. Like so

many others, ithad tochange
the way it operated. But chef-

patron Sirichai Kularbwong
never stopped cooking —and
hismum Thelmanever

stopped picking up the phone

totake orders.

WhatIlove aboutthis
placeisthatithasnoPRand
nowebsite. Itsonlyonline
presenceisanInstagram
accounttoshowcasea
blackboard menu of daily
specials, which keeps things
freshand interesting.
Whether I'm trying new
dishesorreturningtoold
favourites such asthe moo
krob (crispy fried porkbelly),
eating here always feels like
aneducation.

Thisyear, T hittheripe
old age of 30 and was lucky

Time Out London December 2021
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enoughtoactuallybeable
tocelebrate with 15 of my
nearest and dearest. We satin
my narrow garden onapicnic
bench, moved thedining
table outside and we were still
short of chairs. We ordered
more than £300 worth of food
and ate it off mismatched

crockery on one of the hottest
daysoftheyear. It was hectic,
glorious, sweaty and the best
low-keybirthdayIcould
have wished for.I’'m counting
downthedaysuntilIcaneat
inattherestaurantagain.

-> Singburi, 593 High Rd Leytonstone,
E114PA

THE GREATEST RIP-OFF

You kind of have to admire the ballsiness
of Nusret GOkce aka Salt Bae, who opened
his first London restaurant this year. He’s
created a cult-like hype around throwing salt
on slabs of meat and now punters are racking
up £37k bills after a sodium-studded meal.

-> Nusr-et Steakhouse London, The Park Tower, 101 Knightsbridge, SW1X 7EZ.

This
wicked
celebrity
hotspot

The evolution
of chef Asma
Khan'’s restaurant
Darjeeling Express
is nothing short of
incredible. Having
started out doing
supper clubs at her
home, she opened
her first restaurant
in2017. Attheend
of lastyear (after
delays thanks to
Covid), she opened
anew and bigger
Darjeeling Express
in Covent Garden.
Her loyal following
has continued to
grow this year, but
her fans aren’t just
Londoners. In 2021,
a flurry of Hollywood
stars flocked to
herrestaurant,
including Paul Rudd
(he’s practically a
regular), Dan Levy
and Riz Ahmed.
Which A-lister will
turnupin 20227
Only time will tell. AH
-> Darjeeling Express. 2a
Garrick St, WC2E 9BH.

SINGBURI: ANGELA HUI; SALT BAE: LAURENT KOFFEL/GAMMA-RAPHO VIA GETTY IMAGES; ASMA KHAN AND RIZ AHMED: @DARJEELINGLDN
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LONDON

ANIMAL

POWER
LIST

The creatures that ruled
the city this year

This huge crab

At 12 inches wide,
the large-pincered
big boi was found in
Teddington’s Bushy
Park.No-one knows
how it got there.

Ravens

This year, the Tower
of London ravens
ensured their reign
would continue with
the birth of two new
goth-like chicks.

Sharks

Tope, starry
smooth hound

and spurdog: nota
supergroup, butthe
species of shark in

theThames.

u ’ u
The cook who just wouldn't quit
Born atLondon .
Z00, this little guy Imad Alarnab was a successful chef in Damascus, forced to flee
was namedTerry, his war-torn home. This year, he opened his first London eatery

afteralong-serving
zookeeper. He just
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Biggest comeback?

We're not sayingitis
Jess from ‘Postman
Pat’IRL, but it's
black and white
and snuckintoa
postman’s van.

judged on myjourney. Butwhen

I knew that London was strong
and would get back to normal.
Wetried toopenin November last
year, butitdidn’tworkbecause
oflockdown. Wetried againin
Januaryandtheyextendedthe
lockdown. It was really difficult.

24

then, we’ve been fully booked.

feels good. Iraised £500,000 for
charitybetween 2017 and 2020.
Iwasshorton equipment for

my restaurant,sollauncheda
crowdfunder.Iwasn’t surprised
we hitourtarget: 'm lucky. We’re
payingbacknow, with £1 on
everybillgoingto charity.

loves hanging out. When | arrived in London sixyears  Imad’s Syrian Kitchenisn’ta Every day is challenging because
ago, I'd travelled from Damascus restaurant, it's my kitchenandmy  of the staff shortage, thanks to
in Syria. Thad mybackpackand diningroom. Whenweeventually  the pandemic and Brexit.1owned
Beavers looked like arefugee.I'd been openedup,itwasamazing.Since  threerestaurantsin Damascus

and my team made my life easy.

The beavers that IgottoKing’s Cross, noone gave Imissthem-we’restrugglingto

were reintroduced adamn.Icouldjustbe myself. I want guests to get the feeling find the right people tohire.

toTottenham after | got when my mother cooked

being extinct there I've been planning this restaurant ~ for me. Our customersbecome I love London so much, but what’s

for 400 years. since March2017.Everywherel  ourfriends. One came from surprising is that London loves
saw was over-budget. ButwhenI Edinburghjust forlunch. me back. The only reason for our
viewed this Carnaby Street venue successisgivingthatlove.

This cat inJune 2020, it gave me hope. Giving back to the community

If I had to sum up this year in one
word, it would be ‘hope’. This has
beenayearofcomingbackto
beingarestaurateur, something
T'vemissedsince2012.Ican’t
imagine doinganythingelse.m
Interviewby Chiara Wilkinson
-> Imad’s Syrian Kitchen, Kingly Court, W1.

IMAD ALARNAB: ORLANDO GILI; ANIMALS: SHUTTERSTOCK

ANIMAL POWER LIST: KATE LLOYD
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thrived against the odds

Theatre editor Andrzej anedition out of the hat at
Lukowskilooks at how allin2020is nothingshort
one of the city’s of remarkable. But this

best festivals
bounced back

year’sachievement felt
particularly impressive.
Theatres have beenreopening
since May, but the usually

Allof London’s theatresand lively international touring
festivals have had tobattle circuit haseffectively been
against terrible oddsover stopped dead by a mix of
thelast couple of years. But Covid uncertainty and Brexit
there’ssomething uniquely admin woes. But GDIF took
inspiring about Greenwich agamble and pulled offa

+ Docklands International genuinely classic edition
Festival. The fact it pulled that mixed the return of old

Time Out London Dece . .

The performing arts festival that

favourite eventslike the
Greenwich Fair with exciting
European work, like a Belgian
take on Dennis Potter’s ‘Blue
Remembered Hills’ and Swiss
artist Dan Acher’sremarkable
‘Borealis’, are-creation of the
Northern Lights so popular
that Mayor of London Sadiq
Khanbroughtitbackaspart
ofthis month’s Winter Lights
season. GDIF didn’tjust
survive thelast two years —it
thrived in them.

-> festival.org/ gdif

THIS
HORRIBLY
MEMORABLE
MOMENT
FROMTHE
EUROS

oy

All the
A-listers on
the London

stage

One sign that
theatre is bouncing
back is the number

of celebs who've
graced the stage
this year. There was
Michael Sheen in the
National Theatre’s
reopening show
‘Under Milk Wood’,
Hollywood superstar
Saoirse Ronanina
hot-ticket ‘Macbeth’
at the Almeida and
Eddie Redmayne’s
first stage outing
in ages, inamuch-
hyped revival of
‘Cabaret’. AL

The never-
ending
Cinders

saga

The most riveting
Andrew Lloyd
Webber show since
‘Phantom...” wasn’t
his new musical
‘Cinderella’ but his
torturous battle to
getthe damn thing
open. He declared
he’d rather go to jail
than open it with
social distancing;
he rebuffed the
PM’s dodgy offer of
a special distancing
exemption for his
show; and he pulled
the entire thing for
acouple of weeks
atthe height of the
pingdemic. AL

GREENWICH + DOCKLANDS INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL: CHRIS PARKES; BUM FLARE GUY: ELLIOTT FRANKS; SAOIRSE RONAN: MARC BRENNER
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Your best days out this year

We ask Londoners about the greatest thing they did in 2021

[ A

E,

Paz, 30 Nathaniel, 23 Pamela, 35 Ram, 84

‘| took my dog Lloyd to the SuperDog ‘I've got into film photography and I've ‘I'm here on holiday. My first day, | went ‘My favourite exhibition was Paula Rego
Awards gala. It commemorates enjoyed finding new things to capture. to a Spanish restaurant and met two atTate Britain.Today, I'm seeing Paula

dogs that have rescued people and I love being in central London because people who were also by themselves, Rego’s work again at the Victoria Miro
assistance dogs. It was so sweet! there are so many little side streets! so we chatted and had dinnertogether! gallery. It should be very nice!

’777*7’ "’7

i L:Q.

Josh,30 | Niamh, 23 Liam, 32 Katherine, 21

‘Getting tattooed at Nine Tails Tattoo. ‘Eating tapasin Soho. Itwas all ‘l went to watch West Ham, the mighty ‘| wentto ALT+LDN, a festival in
It's my second tattoo - a sleeve with a pedestrianised and we were sitting in Hammers. | went to The Boleyn pub for Clapham. I just went for Playboi Carti,
tiger and dragon. My first wasn't great, the street drinking wine.Then | saw afew beers, watched the football then but | did see LilYachty too. | went with
so I've gota bad one and a good one! ‘A Ghost Story’with LilyAllen. It was great! had pie and mash and more beers! acouple of friends: it was cool!

This revolutionary response to
London’s rough-sleeping crisis

In October, an innovative solution arrived in Tottenham to help the
city’s homeless: 33 ‘pod homes’ that aim to provide a more stable
base than the streets, hostels or shelters for rough sleepers,
helping them to eventually move on to permanent accommodation.
Ataround 24 square metres, they have a living area, kitchenette,
desk, washing machine and a separate bedroom and bathroom.
Sure, they might look like grey shipping containers, but inside
they’re much nicer than lots of the dingy London rentals on
Rightmove. And they cost around £5 per week in running costs,
which is notbad at all. Here’s hoping this is just the start. CW

Time Out London December 2021

VOX POPS: LUIS KRAMER; POD HOMES: SIMON J HARVEY
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Aniconic
East End
screen

Film editor Phil de

Semlyen waxes lyrical
about the cinema
he loves mostin
the capital

Genesisisthe London cinema
I'd mostliketolive across
theroad from (a prestigious
accoladeinitsownright,
obviously). Time Out’s award-
winningcinemafor2021 has
emerged from the hellscape of
multiplelockdown closures
withaspringinitsstep. It
wasthe first cinemalIvisited
when cinemas reopened way
backinwhenever-the-heck-
that-was, and justsitting
inone ofitscomfyscreens
elevated Russell Crowe’s
road-rage tosh ‘Unhinged’
intoanunforgettable cinema-
goingexperience. That’sthe
powerful halo effectagreat
cinemacan have, and Genesis
isdefinitely one of those. What
makesitsuchanEast End
treasure? It’s partly the luxy
modconsatbudget prices

(it offers £5.50 tickets most
weekdays) that makeitaseasy
onthewalletastheeye. This
isaseriously sexy cinema,

Our most absurd
new landmark

No, this isn’t one of those online security things
where you have to ‘select every picture that

has abusinit’,these are all Instagram snaps
0of 2021 ’s unlikeliest —and unluckiest — pop-
up. The Marble Arch Mound was announced in
February to universal whaaaaa? An artificial
viewing platform overlooking Hyde Park, its
apparent purposelessness was borne out by
its subsequent career. It opened before it was
finished, shut down, reopened, hosted an infinity
room in its scaffolding-supported tummy, led to
council resignations and finally went free, after
costing £6m. It was this year’s Garden Bridge.
Except that it actually happened. Chris Waywell
-> UntilJan 9 2022. Free, but book in advance.

Time Out London December 2021

make no mistake -butthere’s
alsoabaked-insensethatthe
people herereally care: about
films, about the filmgoing
experience and aboutyou,
the person whoisinterested
intryingahomebaked pizza
named after one of the Kray

3 MILLION
* DIEINTHE

XME

ways 10
WEST

MOVIES, MOCH
& MARTINI

N

Twins (ask for the Pepper-
Ronnie). It’snotstanding
still, either, with new outdoor
space The Yard expandingits
realm outdoorsforwhenit’s
eventually sunny again. Tobe
honest,’'d moveinifIcould.
-> Genesis Cinema, 93-95 Mile End Rd.

THEYEAR’S
BIGGEST
FILM

At what felt like

the seventeenth
attempt, ‘No Time
to Die’ finally came
out this year — and
it was worth the
wait. Barring a
wishy-washy villain
and an ending that
upset purists,
it exceeded
expectations,
and the ticket
sales were a
lifeline for
the city’s
hard-pressed
cinemas. PdS

GENESIS CINEMA: GENESIS; NO TIME TO DIE: NICOLA DOVE/® 2021 DANJAQ, LLC AND MGM; MOUND, CLOCKWISE FROM

TOP LEFT: @AMORMART75, @ORAMP1979, @MISSY__VON, @CHUMLEYCHICKEN, @JOHNINLDN, @SHAUN_LILLIE94
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THE BEST
GREEN
PROJECTS

Chosen by Dr Hannah
Peck from eco-charity
Cool Earth

— I

Sustainable event:
‘We Are History’ at
Somerset House
‘This exhibition looks at the
perspective of artists living
across the Global South
atenvironmental damage
and the climate crisis
and its ties with historical
colonialism. It brings alive
the importance of the
discussions that happened
in Glasgow at COP26!

- ‘We Are History’. Somerset
House. Until Feb 6 2022. Free.

Green space:
Gaia’s Garden
‘It's a free community

garden builtto educate
Londoners about
sustainability. Communities
all around London can hold
events there. It’s partof an
initiative to fill repurposed
commercial spaces across
the city with creative activity.
-> Gaia’s Garden,
64 Holborn Viaduct.

Sustainable venue:
Silo London
‘Silo shows that food
can be environmentally
sustainable and delicious.
Its concept of high-quality
food and minimal food
waste will hopefully form
the basis for more venues.
- Unit 7,Queen’s Yard, E9 5EN.

Time Out London December 2021

An unpretentious galleryin
New Cross (aka the city’s
coolest place to see art)

Art & Culture editor
Eddy Frankel on his
favourite new
gallery (even if

it’s far away)

T

There’ssomething very
special down in New Cross:
Goldsmith’s Centre for
ContemporaryArt. This
relatively new art gallery
has quicklybecome my

favouriteartinstitutionin
London. Largely, because it
putsonsuper-adventurous,
challenging contemporary
art, without any regard for
sales or commercialism, but
alsobecauseitdoesitwith
nobullshit. Itsshows are
intelligible, approachable
and unintimidating, all
without compromisingon
concepts. It’sgiven space
toartistsatthestartof their

GALLERY

careerslike Issy Wood and
OliviaSterling, done shows by
more established nameslike
Mika Rottenberg, and puton
brilliant historical exhibitions,
likeitsjawdropping Chicago
Imagistsshowawhileback.
Ithinkit’samodel for other
similar London institutions,
likethe ICA orthe Chisenhale,

showing howyou can presenta

huge variety of wild, new ideas
withoutbeingadickabout
it.Itsprogrammeis great, its
approachisgreat. Theonly
thingwrongwithitisthat it
takes me ten million hoursto

getthere fromnorth London.m

-> Goldsmith’s Centre for Contemporary
Art, St James’s, SE14 6AD.

The biggest overachiever

What were you doing aged 18? Whatever it was, tennis
player Emma Raducanu made us all feel like absolute
wasters by comparison when she won the US Open final
in September, having just finished her A-levels. Born

in Canada but raised in Bromley, she became the first
British woman to scoop the trophy in more than

40 years. Afterwards, she became a household name
and got invited to the Met Gala. Bit of a different vibe
from going to Reading Festival after your exams, eh? IA

SONGBIRD EVER SUNG, COURTESY OF THE ARTIST AND ALISON JACQUES, PHOTO MARK BLOWER;

GOLDSMITH'S CENTRE OF CONTEMPORARY ART: SOPHIE BARBER, THE GREATEST SONG A
SILO: MATT RUSSELL; EMMA RADUCANU: TPN/GETTY IMAGES
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1.'The Marcon Court
Project’s founder Laura

is helping to redefine the
perception of secondhand
clothes by transforming
preloved garments into highly
covetable “new” pieces. Her
half-and-half blazers and ric-
rac-trimmed shirts are iconic.
-> www.themarconcourtproject.
co.uk

2.‘The intricacy and beauty
of Leo Flowers’s paper
blooms blow our minds.
Each one is carefully made
by hand and, because

they're everlasting, they're a
lovely way to commemorate
special occasions!
- www.leoflowers.
co.uk

4.‘With a background

in antiques and auction
houses, tastemaker
Jess from Foxberry
Vintage has

an eye for
3. The first cherry-picking
time we saw really exciting
Son of Pear’s vintage
handmade homeware. Her
wiggly vases highly curated
they really stopped edits are way
usinourtracks.They're ahead of the trends’

original, beautiful and
classic all atthe same time!
- www.etsy.com/uk/shop/
ShopSonOfPear

- Instagram @foxberryvintage.

5.‘Stained glass is a craft
that can’t be replicated by

Time Out London December 2021 34

BEST
STREET
MARKET

machine, so we have so much
respect for Monti founder
Dee’sincredible skills. She
manipulates coloured glass
into the most breathtaking
mini-artworks.The way they
refract light is just heavenly!
- www.montibymonti.com

6. ‘Pepper Loves’s
conversation-starting
candles are so joyous.

Their witty slogans and
hand-painted designs would
liven up any mantelpiece
ortablescape’

- www.pepperloves.co.uk

2021
LIFE
LESSONS

— N

You can’t dance
sitting down to
DJ sets, no matter
how hard you try.

There’s such a thing
as too many walks.

Londoners will sit

intheraintoeata

meal they haven’t
had to cook.

Don’t wear your
best shoes to the
club on the night

that clubs reopen.

Drinking a can of
lager standing by
abinin the cold
is actually fine.

A face mask goes
through a smell
odyssey the longer
it’s left unwashed.

Don’t work from
bed - you’ll have to
take up yogato
fix your achy
breaky back.

The adrenaline of
drinking a pintin a
pub after not doing

it for months will

get you shitfaced
quite quickly.

The word
‘immersive’ is
getting bandied
around a lot
right now.

Face masks are
great for secretly
tutting at people

on the tube.

Football may never
come home.

- T

ASOUTH LONDON MAKERS MARKET: BEN ROWE; STALL: DOLLY ROCKET
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The best new
event that
was more
than just

a festival

How Body Movements
was a joyful celebration
of queer culture
for Events editor [ .
Rosie Hewitson ="
Y N
I'velosttrackofthe number of
world-classartistsI've had the
chancetoseeovertheyearsat
Field Day, Lovebox, All Points
Eastand therestof London’s
brilliant festivals. But for all
thehoursI'vespent queuing
forthe portalooswhile trying
nottomiss my favouriteact,
Ineverrealised how genuinely
importantand affirminga
festival could be untilIwent
to Body Movements.
Debutingin October
across 16 canalside venues
around Hackney Wick, the
massive, joyful celebration of
London’s LGBTQ+ nightlife
wasexactlywhatthe city’s
queer community needed
followingthe events ofthe
previous 18 months, which
saw our safe spaces close their
doorsand our Pride parade
cancelled for two summers
inarow. Spotlighting dozens
of different clubnights,
collectives and performers,
fromlongstandingand

The greatest unverified rumour

established partieslike Pxssy
Palaceand Infernotomore
nicheoneslike Harpies,
Hungamaand Transmissions,
and even lockdown-spawned
eventslike Queer House
Party, Body Movements felt
like Carnival for London’s
queers.Ithad all ofthe best
bits of Pride without the
internal politicsand corporate
Sponsors.

(which we really hope istrue)

Sure, ancient-grain sourdough is great and all, but you

know what’s really great? Greggs. And you know what'’s

even better? MegaGreggs. That’s why Londoners went into

a frenzy at the news that the high streeticon is possibly,
maybe (definitely?) opening a big branch in Leicester
Square. It submitted plans to Westminster City Council this
year and could open in February 2022, which would coincide
with the moment you give up the whole ‘new year, new you’
thing and return to your sausage-roll-guzzling ways. IA

Time Out London December 2021

Thedeath knell wasbeing
sounded for our city’s LGBTQ+
venues even before the
pandemic, but this festival
was proofthat our queer
partysceneis morevibrant,
inventiveandresilientthan
ever.Itshowed the cultural
contributionsthat London’s
queer community makesto
thiscity. Roll on next year.

-> www.bodymovements.co.uk

Read the full list
of award-winners at
timeout.com/london

DJs’ BEST
MOMENTS
BACKIN
THE CLUB

Five record-spinners
on the songs that
sent the crowds wild

Bradley Zero
“Toca’s Miracle”
by Fragma. | played
that at Gala festival
because it felt a bit
miraculous that everyone
was back together and that
the event actually happened
in such a smooth way. It just
kind of went off with 3,000
people singing along: “I need
amiracle”.Thatwas a nice
moment.

James
Hillard

Horse Meat
Disco

‘A Michael Gray
remix of Donna Summer’s
“MacArthur Park”.The remix
takes the psychedelic nature
of the original track and
builds oniit. It has everything
that everyone wants these
days: good drops, builds and
amazing vocals’

Sancha

~. Gaereand

L - LouAmini,

* Sicaria

-2 Sound

‘We played 3WA's “Balinha”
that first night back and
we've rinsed it ever since. It's
the perfect mash-up of heavy
bass, repeated vocal sample
and an afro-drum pattern. It
makes you shake your hips
and screw up your face.”

Jodie Harsh
alt| ‘“Tell Me
Something Good”
by Ewan McVicar.
It came outjust

as we were emerging from
lockdown. He was a pretty
unknown DJ and the track
had 10,000 streams or
something. | started playing
iteverywhere. I thought it was
such a clever record, and it
would really unite people!
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DJ INTERVIEWS: CHIARA WILKINSON
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‘IT’S INTIMATE AND grimy, but
in all the right ways,’ says Michelle
Manetti, Adonis resident DJ and
regular party-goer at The Cause.
‘It’s raw, cool, unadulterated...

It’s hard to put into words.’

The Causeisagritty music venue
innorth London,justathree-
minutewalk from Tottenham Hale
tubestation. Although itstarted as
a400-capacity nightclubin2018,
itswiftly grewintoasprawling
labyrinth of rooms, dancefloors
and outdoor courtyards. And when
pandemic measures prevented
indoorvenues from opening for the
bestpartofayear,itwasasaving
grace —for the first time in months,

ChiaraWilkinson looks back at

I
C

L
Since it opened in 2018, Tottenham nlghtclu
A welcomed thousands of Londoners As it gearsup to hostits final party,
brlef but heart—warmlng history

London’sdance musicand queer
communities had somewhereto go.
Now, anew residential
developmentis promptingthe
founderstoshut The Cause’sdoors
forgood. Butthe closureis far from
adefeat:it’satriumphantwin, a
final blow-out for the thousands of
revellerswho have danced, sweated,
cried and laughed under the venue’s
roof. Asthe countdown to The
Cause’slast party begins, welook
backatitsrollercoaster of ahistory.

Itwaslate2017:ableaktime for
clubbersinthe capital. Venues were
shuttingdown and the news was

ause
and effect

The ause has

awash with storiesaboutthe ‘death
of London’s nightlife’. The Cause

co-founders Stuart Glen and Eugene

Wild had each been runningunder-

the-radar partiesin warehousesand

onboats, before stumblingacross
the Ashley Roadsiteinlate2017.
Atthatpoint, The Cause wasan
empty car-repair garage: abigtin
shed screamingtobefilled with a
rumbling sound system. Glen and
Wild gotthe keysinJanuary 2018.
Thenitwastimetogetintogear.
Itwasamassive gamble. At that
point, Tottenham wasn’texactly
known foritsclubscene. Glenand
Wild didn’thave stacks of cash for
fancy production and they didn’t

December 2021 Time Out London
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The Cause

havealicence. ‘Ourideawastobuild
studios upstairsto facilitate running
aclubwithout much money, says
Wild. ‘We reused materials we found
inthebuilding, which contributed
tothe DIY aesthetic.’

Bitsofscrap metal became
the fascia of the bar. Eucalyptus
floorboards found on Facebook
marketplace became the walls of the
toiletsand junkwasused to create
the now-iconic caged DJbooth.
Friends from the DIY party scene
built the custom Core sound system.
They called in favoursand did a
fundraiser for the rest, raising five
grand out oftheir target of £25k.

Somehow, it came together. “The
ideawasto create aspacetosupport
underground culture, says Glen.
‘Wedid it. Despite opposition from
the police and council fora 5am
licence, we managed to getone. By
that point, it wasall systems go.’

Getting the party started
The Causeopened on April 25
2018, withelectro-heavy selector
Adam Shelton and genre-hopping
DJ Voigtmann onthedecks. ‘Tt was
asmall, nichething, says Glen.
‘But peopleliked the vibe.” Within
five weeks, it had transformed
fromasingle-room clubto having
five sound systems. They added
speakerstothe frontand backyards,
created asecond room (nowthe
Garage) and rented outabarber’s
shoptocreate another dancefloor.
Soon,itgave birth to Adonis, an
iconic monthly queer party now
known all over the world. The club
hashosted Keep Hush, acollective
showcasingjungle, D’n’Band
breaks DJs. Cult nameslike house
pioneer Derrick Carter have
played,aswellasThe
Blessed Madonna,
FourTetand Daniel
Avery.Andit’snot
justelectronic
stuff-inthelast
fewmonths,
The Cause has
hosted an Abba
vsFleetwood
Mac party, Boiler
Room festival’s
jazzprogramme
andareggae night.
Animportant part
of The Cause’sidentityisits
mission toraise money for charity.
When they first opened the doors,
Glenand Wild setatarget of raising
£25,000-initially partnering with
mental health charities, like Mind
inHaringey and CALM. Since then,
they’veraised more than £150,000,
with huge dance music nameslike

Time Out London December 2021

Costa del Tottenham, The
Cause’s summer alter-ego

Bicep and Shanti Celeste chipping
intoplay free shows. ‘Jamie XX has
beenanabsolutelegend,’ says Glen.
‘Hisagentrangup and said “Jamie
wantstodoafundraiserbecause he
likesthe club.” He’'sdone three or
four shows with us for charity.’
When The Cause threw its first
birthday partyin May 2019, itdidn’t
reveal the line-up. Itstill sold out.
‘Itwasaturning point,’ says Glen.
‘Werealised people were
coming fortheclub.’

Navigating
lockdown
Thenthe
pandemic
happened. Jobs
werelost, clubs
wereboarded
up. People had
tocometoterms
withthe factthat
theywouldn’tseea
dancefloorforalong
time. Some venues shut
down for good, and The Cause
wasstruggling.
‘Weweresuddenly paying
about fourtimesas much
rent,becausewe’'d
doubledinsizejustbefore
lockdown,’ says Glen.
‘Wewere closetoclosing.’

‘Itwas
the saving
grace of
lockdown’

Unsureoftheir fate, they negotiated
withtheirlandlord and launched
another crowdfundertostayafloat
—raisingaround £45,000. Then, in
July 2020, itwasannounced that
outdoorvenuescould reopen.
Itwasabigmoment. Onethat
people had longed for. Going out
was back (ifalittle different). ‘We
decidedtogoforit, says Wild. They
boughtloads of German beer tables
and created Costadel Tottenham:
analfrescospace forsocially
distanced events, where Londoners
could cometoeat, drinkand listento
music. The demand wasimmense.
Theytookon another space round
the corner atthe Cannon Factory,
where Adonislaunched arunof
rowdy open-airdragand cabaret
shows called Touché. ‘Beingina
space amongother queer people
and watchingsomething queer, in
atimethat felt very repressed, was
soimportant,’ says Manetti. ‘We’d
beenlocked up forsolong. It wasthe
savinggrace of lockdown.’ Similarly,
dragstar Bimini Bon Boulash told
Time Out that performingat

>, Touchésavedthem. Ttgavealot

of queer peoplejobs,’ theysaid.
. “It’sreallyspecial.
Whenrestrictions were
pretty much fully lifted in
England come July 2021,

DJ: LUKE CURTIS; GIRLS: MIGUEL MARTIM/WE ARE ONE
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BARTENDER AND DANCERS: SANDRA EBERT

The Cause

Three more
clubs with
a DIY-feel

Venue MOT
Unit 18
Housed in a former
test centre, this
warehouse venue
has a stomper of
asound system,
alate licence and
exciting bookings.
It's a serious FU
to commercial
clubbing.

-> Orion Business
Centre, Surrey Canal

Rd,SE14.

Studio 9294
With spray-painted
murals, junk and
bicycles hanging
from the ceiling,
this Hackney Wick
canalside hotspot
hosts live music and
club events all year
round.And there’s a
huge disco ball.
- 92 Wallis Rd, E9.

Fold
This place is
basically a box with
asound system and
LEDs, but once you
visit Fold you realise
thatyou really don’t
need anything more
thanthat.lthasa
vibe that radiates
the raw energy of
grassroots clubbing.
- Gillian House,
Stephenson St,E16.

More than 220,000 people
have partied at The Cause

The Cause’s parties had come back
bigger, better and longer. Events
now lastupto20hours-startingat
10amand finishingat 6am -with
allrooms at full pelt, stacked with
different DJs, crowds and hosts.
Butwithareturntodrug-taking
and partying, therisks associated
alsoreturned. Shortly after The
CausereopenedasaclubinJuly,
a21-year-old man called Billdied
aftertaking drugs there. The venue
was plastered over the newsand
managementagreed with the
policetoshutitsdoors forawhile.
‘Twasdistraught knowing that
someone’slife had beenlost,’ says
Glen. ‘Unfortunately, people do
takedrugs. Ifyou can getthem into
prisonthen you can get them past
securityinaclub.Itwasjusttragic.’

The neighbours are movingin
InNovember, The Cause announced
onInstagram that it would throw its
last-ever party on New Year’s Day.
The comments filled up with broken
heartemojisand commentslike
‘Tmnotfuckingleaving’and Tm
notcrying, you'recrying.’

Theroad had become one big
developmentsite, with new flats
nextdoorready for residentsto

movein. ‘We knew it was going
tohappen, says Wild. Instead

of becominganeighbourhood
nuisance, it wastime tobow

out. ‘Hopefully we’ll encourage
developerswith emptybuildingsto
givetheirspacesup forinteresting
projects,’ says Glen.

The knock-on effect will
befeltbytheentire
clubbingecosystem.
Around 60to70
artists play each
weekend, with
30security,
bar staff,
management
andeveryonein
between.

WhatThe
Cause hasachieved
initsshort,and
Covid-interrupted, life,
isphenomenal. ‘Tt would never
havebeenasensible choice,’ Glen
admits. ‘When Itold peopleIwas
openingaclub, everyone thought
Iwasmad. Everythingwasstacked
againstit. The Cause wouldn’t have
happened withoutso many people
pouringtheirheartandsoulintoit.’

Asfor the future? Glen and Wild
hope to have a proper new venue
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open by next summetr, probably
with pop-up eventsinbetween.
They have the Ashley Road sitein
Tottenham until March 2022, so
they might flipitintoafood-and-
drink operation or hire it out.
Thelast party at The Cause aswe
know itisadouble whammy, with
anight-and-day blowout
called ‘Goodbye
Sweetheart’ on New
Year’s Eve, followed
by Adonis’s final
partyatthevenue
onNew Year’s
Day. ‘We’d prefer
toendonahigh,
rather than piss
everyone off[in
the new flats], says
Glen. ‘We'retryingto
workouthowlongthe
New Year’s celebrations
will go on for, before we get into
trouble.’ Needlesstosay, there’s
goingtobealotofemotiononthe
dancefloor.m
-> The Cause, Ashley House Depot,N17 9LZ.
Find more info on the closing parties on p72.

Find more party places at
timeout.com/clubs
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The artist collective
preserving a pub for the people

Rising Sun Collective is fighting to become a co-op and save its home

NESTLED BETWEEN PECKHAM and New
Cross, Rising Sun Collective (named after the
former pub it calls home) is an LGBTQ+-friendly
music and arts creative house. With studios,
event spaces and affordable housing, it’s played
host to gigs from AJ Tracey and Jamie XX. But
recently all of that was suddenly put at risk.
Thegrouphadbeenlivinginthebuildingona
rolling contractsince 2015. ‘When we first moved
inthey [thelandlord] only wanted to give us a six-
month tenancy, says Scott Bowley, arecording
artistand co-founder of the collective. Fear of
evictionloomed over their heads. ‘Every year that

Do more of what you love. Tube it. Bus it. Train it.

Time Out London December 2021

went by, more of acommunity built up around the
place and there was more at stake.’

When, duringthe pandemic, the eviction
notice finally came, the group decided to fight
back.Theiridea? Toraisethe £1.1 million needed
tobuythebuilding. With the help of advisors,
theybuiltaplantoturnthespaceintoaco-op
using donationsand loan stocks (a type of simple
loanthatanyindividual can givetothe co-opfora
certainamountoftime).

Ifthey’re successful, it'll mean they can keep
thebuilding - and aslice of culture alive in south
London. Tenants will still pay rentbutitwill go
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tosupportthecollectiveratherthantoaprivate
landlord. The groupstill have to find £68,000
before they canbuy the space, says memberand
burlesque performer Chloe Curry. When they do,
thewinwill go far beyond the collective.
Theyplantoinvestinother co-ops, helping
them to put down deposits and show that, for
low-earning London artists, there’san alternative
tobeingtied to the whims oflandlords. Curry is
hopeful: Ifthis were to spread across London,
and there were to be more examples thatstartup,
that’ssuch apositive thing.” Niellah Arboine
-> risingsun.space

RISING SUN COLLECTIVE: DANIEL HAMBURY/EYEVINE



The Prince
of Peckham
‘Not your average pub by any
means.The Prince of Peckham is
a versatile spot fora quiet drink or
alively fun night out, with amazing

Daphanie’s food, great tunes, board games
Taste of the and events. It's my local.
Caribbean > 1 Clayton Rd, SE15 5JA.

‘The firsttime | ate at Daphanie’s,

| was met with such a friendly and

warm atmosphere.This is your go-to for

generous portions of authentic and
bloody gorgeous Caribbean food.
Escovitch fish and patties are my
personal favourites!

-> 173 Peckham High St,

SE155SL.

Peckham
Levels
‘Avibrantand cool place to
hang,and home to a variety of local
businesses.There are plenty of things
to eat, drink and see. Peckham Levels

— = hosts some really cool events, from
Queens Road live music jams and exhibitions to
(Peckham)

pop-up cinema screenings’
- 95aRye Lane, SE15 4ST.

NEW CROSS GARAGE

Forza
Wine
‘Arooftop bar offering a
great selection of wines and
small plates.They have even been
S0 generous as to grant me access to
the aux cord, allowing me to blast out
Mariah Carey’s entire discography
while taking in the captivating view
of the city’s skyline.
- 133aRye Lane,
SE154BQ.

PECKHAM

Peckham Rye

Nunhead
<

Peckhamplex
‘An independent and affordable
cinema located rightin the heart
of Peckham. Peckhamplexis a

charming and integral part of the
local community. Definitely worth
supporting if you're a movie lover!

- 95aRye Lane, SE15 4ST.

Two Hundred
Rye Lane
‘This is a very cute and cosy spot
for cocktails and brunch. It's the
best place to start a slow Sunday.
The huevos rotos and mushrooms
on sourdough are to die for’
-> 200 Rye Lane, SE15 4NF.

Tele%'aph
Hill Park
‘This park really got me through
lockdown. | took daily walks here
afterwork, arriving at the top of the
hillin time to take in the breathtaking
views of the city as the sun set each
evening.There is also a cute
farmers’ market on Saturdays.
- 75Kitto Rd, SE14 5TN.

Peckham

v 4

Picked by Veda Black,
aPeckhamsinger-
songwriter and producer
whose debut EP ‘Sad Girls
Club’isout now.

TRANSPORT

#letsDolLondon MAYOR OF LONDON FOR LONDON

EVERY JOURNEY MATTERS
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Cyberdog

‘Everythingin there is

just so futuristic. It's got really
incredible things you only
see in movies, and some

amazing displays.
- Stables Market, Chalk Farm Rd,
NW1 8AH.

Sai Sai
‘Sai Sai sells punk- and goth-style
clothes. | always see things here I've
neverseen before anywhere else. It's a

underground cultures.
I have a beltand a corset from
here thatladore!
- 26 Chalk Farm Rd,
NW1 8AH.

really special place for goths, punks and

NW1 8AG.

Camden
Market
‘They have everything in
Camden Market.You can find vinyl
records, see shows at Shaka Zulu,
take pictures with the statue of Amy
Winehouse, eat so many different
types of food. | love sweet food and
there’s a lot of it there!
- Camden Lock Place,
NW1 8AF.

Camden

v 4

Camdenresidentand
punkAnderson Garcia
Rodrigues givesus
hisguidetoLondon’s
indiest neighbourhood

Time Out London December 2021

CAMDEN MARKET

Inverness
Street Market
‘I like this street next to
the station because you can
eat different things - Mexican,
Portuguese, Brazilian, Spanish -
notjustthe classic fish and chips.
I really like the restaurant
Made in Brasil!

- Inverness St,NW1 7HB.

RE'GENT:
CANAL

Camden Town

The
HawleyArms
‘This is the pub Amy
Winehouse played in. | like it
because you don’tjust see pictures of
Amy here, you see old photos of the Sex
Pistols,The Clash, The Rolling Stones,
plus all their autographs. You feel like
time’s stopped.The architecture
inside is also really amazing.
-> 2 Castlehaven Rd,
NW1 8QU.

©

Boys
Don’t Cry

NW1 7BX.

Camden
Guitars
‘This is important: when
people go to CamdenTown they
always ask me where they can get
their guitar fixed or buy an instrument.
Thisisthe one. I have aT-shirt,a
guitar, a lot of things from here from
whenever | walk past.
-> 23 Chalk Farm Rd,

Camden Road

Tattoo and Piercing
‘This was the first place | got
work when | came to Camden
Town. | was designing tattoos for the
shop. Everybody is friendly. | love it
because you can be yourself there
- talkfreely,and get a tattoo.
-> 269 Camden High St,

el
LOVE©LOCAL

Time Out’s Love Local campaign supports
local food, drink and culture businesses
in London. Find out how you can help the
places that make our city great.
timeout.com/lovelocallondon

CYBERDOG: CKTRAVELS.COM / SHUTTERSTOCK; INVERNESS STREET MARKET: ERIC LAUDONIEN / SHUTTERSTOCK
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The community kitchen -
feeding Europe’s hungry

From Calais’s refugee camps to London’s homeless

‘IT WASN'T REALLY a case of why,
but of why not,” says Janie Mac
about starting Refugee Community
Kitchen (RCK), a charity providing
hot meals to people in need in
France and the UK.
RCKwasfoundedin2015in
responsetotherefugee crisisin
northern France, after Macand
travelled over to the Calais Jungle,
therefugee and migrantcamp
thathoused thousands and was
dismantled five years ago. The group
setupakitchennearthe camp,
and made meals from donations
of surplus food. Butitwasn’tlong
beforetheyrealised alot of this food
didn’thavealongenough lifespan
tomakeitto Calaisand, motivated
by therisingnumber of homeless

peoplein London, setup outreach
servicesto feed people heretoo.

RCK’sCamden outreachisits
longest-standing projectinthe UK.
It gets most of its food from the Felix
Project, acharity thatsavessurplus
food from going towaste, and serves
hotmealsthroughout theborough
of Camden. ‘Chefscomeinand
provide adelicious meal for those
inneed, says Mac.RCK also has
servicesin Brixton, east Londonand
Edinburgh.

The group’skitchensclosed
duringthefirstlockdown but
reopened afterwards and have
continued tooperate throughout
the pandemic. ‘“Theservice provided
onthestreetis much bigger thanjust
ameal,’ says Mac. ‘People arelonely.

Theycomebecauseit’s asafespace.’
The organisation continues
toprovide 1,500 mealsadayto
refugees. Arotating group of
volunteersserves food wherever
people are congregating, providing
mealstomigrantsand refugeesin
Germany and northern France.
RCKraises money forits work
through donations, itsshop and
very popular recipe calendars. This
year’s calendar features dishes from
RCKresidentcooksaswellas Andi
Oliver and Giorgio Locatelli. Mac’s
favourite recipeis Afghan eggs,
cooked inaspicytomatosauce.

‘Peoplesitaround and eatittogether

and commune, shesays. ‘It’'sa
lovely dish.’® Nicole Garcia Merida

£ .
g ykitchen.org

> www.

SAFER
TRAVEL AT
NIGHT

Download the
TfL Go app or visit TfL
Journey Planner to plan
your journey home in
advance, using public
transport.

If using a taxi, please
rememberthatonly a
black cab ora minicab
booked with a licensed
operator are safe.
Always check that the
driver or car picking you
up is the same as your
booking confirmation.
Find out more at tfl.gov.
uk/safer-travel.

TRANSPORT
FOR LONDON
EVERY JOURNEY MATTERS

Travel in Zones'2-6

for £1.70 off-peak

Do more of what you love.
Tube it. Bus it. Train it.

Fare stated is the adult off-peak pay as you go fare
on Tube, DLR, and most London Overground services,
not travelling through Zone I.

MAYOR OF LONDON
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Food, drink, screenings and pop-ups. Behold our exclusive offers and discounts

Mathura

Whatis it? Three coursesand
aglassof proseccoat Mathura

by Atul Kochhar.

Why go? You know the name.

He’s won two Michelin stars

for his take on Indian cooking.
He’s been on every food show
ever. He’s got a bunch of posh
restaurants. Why would you not?
Wait, how much? Turns out you
don’t need to sell your soul for
dinner in Westminster. This is

amere £29.

-> 4 Greycoat Place. www.timeout.com/mathura

‘Pride and Prejudice*
(*sort of)’

Whatis it? Afeminist twist onJane
Austen’s much-loved and much-
adapted classic novel.

Why go0? Thisall-female show
ditches pageantry and waiting
around foramanin favour of
karaoke parties, quotable one-liners
and all-outanarchy.

Wait, how much? Jointhe fun

with 50 percent off! Prices start at
just£19.50.

- Criterion Theatre. www.timeout.com/pandp

Teeth Whitening at
Boutique Spa

Whatis it? The chanceto have your
teeth whitened ata Fitzroviaspa.
Why g0? Areyourteeth more grey
than glistening? Boutique Spawill
fixthat. After your appointment,
peoplewillneed sunnies when you
smile. There’s an optional take-
homeKkitthrownintoo.

Wait, how much? Glow up for £99
andyou’llsave a huuuge £500.

- 19 Newman St.
www.timeout.com/boutiqueteeth

Goldfish

Whatis it? Bottomlessdimsumand
aglassofbubbly.

Why g0? Thisisn’t your average
avoand 'secsbrunchdeal. Ohno.
Goldfish, aten-year-old Hampstead
mainstay, will put your guttothe test
with all-you-can-eatdumplings.
Wait, how much? Normally this
placewould charge you£45ahead,
butwe’ve managed togetthatdown
toatasty £24.90.

-> 16 Hampstead High St.
www.timeout.com/goldfish21

Theatre, music, events: get the best deals in town. Search ‘Time Out offers’

Time Out London December 2021

Christmas Baroque by
Candlelight

What s it? Afestive concertin
Southwark Cathedral.

Why go? Itdoesn’t matterifyou
don’tknow your Bach from
your Boccherini, thisisaunique
introduction to classical music.
There’sevena Crimbo twist.
Wait, how much? You’ll befilled
with Yuletide cheer after nabbing
aticket forjust£19.

-> Southwark Cathedral.
www.timeout.com/xmasbaroque



Christmases
past

0O Silent Night

DennisSevers’ HouseisaGrade
II-listed Spitalfields property
thathasbeen painstakingly
reconstructed todepictthe home
lifeofafictional familyinthe 1700s.
Experience Christmasasitwould
havebeen for them as you wander
around by candlelightinsilence,
observing crackling fires, ticking
clocksand the smell of oranges
wafting through the air.

-> Dennis Severs’ House. Until Jan 9 2022. £20.

OThe Housemaid’s
Christmas Tour

Charles Dickens’s housekeeperisa
busylady, butshealsoloves gossip,
soexpecttohearafewenticing

Things
to

Edited by Rosie Hewitson
timeout.com/thingstodo @timeoutiondon

morselsabout the author’s private
affairs on this festive tour of his
home, aswell as details of how the
family are celebrating Christmasin
1838 and fascinating gobbets about
Victorian life. No humbugs allowed.
-> Charles Dickens Museum. Dec 21. £18.

Festive films

The LunaWinter Cinema
This pop-up cinema is scattering
stardust over two historic London
buildings for screenings of “The
Holiday’, ‘It’'s a Wonderful

O Christmas Past Life’ and other festive
Learn how Christmas faves. Book a comfy
and other winter sofa, grab a mulled
festivalshave been wine from the bar
celebratedinthe and settle in at
homeoverthe Kensington Palace’s
past400years, picturesque

asthe Museum of Orangery or the
theHome’s ‘Rooms I Victorian town hall
Through Time’ exhibit I Ie S cl”  that houses Battersea
getsafestive makeover. Arts Centre, both of
Everwondered aboutthe which have been spruced

origin of Christmas trees? Or why
December 26 isknown as ‘Boxing
Day’?Here’s your chance to find out.
-> Museum of the Home. Until Jan 9 2022. Free.

up with giant Christmas trees and
twinkling lights for the occasion.

-> Kensington Palace. Dec 12-23. From £17.50.
Battersea Arts Centre. Dec 14-23. From £15.50.

Dennis Severs’ House

© Christmas Pyjama Party
Quirky Leicester Square kino the
Prince Charles loves a good movie
marathon, so it’s no surprise that
it’s hosting two festive all-nighters
again this December. On the bill?
‘The Muppet Christmas Carol’,
‘Home Alone’, ‘Elf” ‘Gremlins’ and
certified Christmas film ‘Die Hard’.
-> Prince Charles Cinema. Dec 11, 18. £22.50.

G Backyard Cinema’s
Christmas Movie Spectacular
The Troxy’s gorgeous art deco
picturehouse is being transformed
into a ‘Christmas movie palace’ by
Backyard Cinema this December.
Choose from family-friendly hits
‘Love Actually’, ‘Elf” and ‘Home
Alone’, which will be screened
alongside performances from
alive choir and storytelling by
wordsmith George The Poet.

- Troxy. Until Dec 24. From £15.

DENNIS SEVERS' HOUSE: LUCINDA DOUGLAS-MENZIES; BACKYARD CINEMA: GENEVIEVE GIRLING

O Central @ North @ South @ East ) West © Streaming = Outdoors
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at KENWOOD HOUSE Y

JAPAN HOUSE
GILES COOPER ENTERTAINMENT BY ARRANGEMENT WITH PRIMARY TALENT INTERNATIONAL PROUDLY PRESENTS

N9EL GALLAGHERS
HIGH FLYING BIRDS

PLUS VERY SPECIAL GUESTS

JAKE BUGG

WINDOWOLOGY

New Architectural Views
from Japan

BIEIXWTHY. XfekTH>D
SUNDAY 19 JUNE 2022 .
KENWOOD 1 December 2021—10 April 2022 e ™,

WINDOW

HAMPSTEAD HEATH LONDON & High Street Kensington

INSTITUTE
TICKETMASTER.CO.UK  NOELGALLAGHER.COM  HERITAGELIVE.NET

.

ROYAL ALBERT HALL AND . :
BIRMINGHAM ROYAL BALLET PRESENT

THE - )
NUTCRAC\"

28 -31 December 2021
7 performances only

™ e,

THE TIMES LONDONIST
%k Kk Yk %k ok

..wonder "The biggest
and spectacle’ Nutcrackerin London’

SR TR 7 MR BIRMINGHAM ROYALBALLET
1 R @ Royal Albert Hall royalalberthall. com/chrlstmas

No.1061012 undedby @ |Bimingham | i coini
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TOBACCO DOCK IGLOOS: HAYDON PERRIOR; ST PAUL'S: GRAHAM WESTLEY LACDAO

Christmassy
cocktails

© Miracle

Returning to the Henrietta Hotel
for another year of 1970s-inspired
festivities, this gloriously kitsch
Christmas pop-up is replete with
retro decor, colourful fairy lights
and a cracker of a cocktail menu.
Pay a visit to try concoctions like
the spiced cranberry, rosemary and
absinthe-mist Christmapolitan, the
bourbon, dry vermouth and mulled
wine reduction Jolly Koala and the
Bad Santa spiced-rum hot toddy, all
served in novelty glasses so tacky
they’ve come full circle and are
actually now very cool.

-> Henrietta Hotel. Until Dec 23. Free entry.

OWinter Forest

Swanky Soho cocktail bar 100
Wardour St has collaborated with
Belvedere vodka on its latest
seasonal pop-up. Nestle among the
snow-topped trees and twinkling
lights and sip festive specials like
the pear and ginger vodka, apple
juice and absinthe Pining for You
and the blackberry and lemongrass
vodka, Chambord, Strega and

lime juice Sleigh the Day. You're
guaranteed to be feeling pretty
merry after those.

-> 100 Wardour St. Until Dec 31. Free entry.

Carol concerts

O Christmas at St Paul’s

Get yourself feeling ridiculously
festive with an evening of carols
inside Sir Christopher Wren’s
architectural masterpiece of a
cathedral. The legendary London
landmark has a jam-packed
programme of carol services
across advent and the Christmas
period, most of which are free and
unticketed. These include a night
of organ-led glory from French
composer Olivier Messiaen, a
family-friendly nativity ceremony
and a delightfully traditional
service on Christmas Eve.

-> StPaul’s Cathedral. Until Dec 28. Prices vary.

& ""'H'i; L 1‘.-.
L | StPaul's

Tobacco Dock igloos J‘

O Carols at the Royal

Albert Hall

In our view, you can’t truly claim to
have ‘done’ Christmas in London
until you’ve experienced the full
majesty and power of hearing 5,000
Londoners belting out ‘Oh Come
All Ye Faithful’ at the Royal Albert
Hall. Head to this barnstormer

of a carol service for traditional
numbers, classical ballet scores,
jazzed-up arrangements and an
unbeatable festive atmosphere.

-> Royal Albert Hall. Dec 18-24. From £20.

© Raymond Gubbay
Christmas Festival

Curated by classical music
impresario Raymond Gubbay,

this series of festive concerts
includes Carols by Candlelight
performed in period costume, a
rendition of Beethoven’s Ninth
Symphony and an epic quest taking
in the Death Star, Gotham City,
Hogwarts and the Temple of Doom
via the film scores of Hans Zimmer
and John Williams. You can’t get
much more Christmassy than the
‘Harry Potter’ theme music.

-> Barbican. Dec 18-Jan 12022. Prices vary.

Igloo antics

O = Jimmy’s Winter

Snow Globes

Winter igloo pop-ups are all the
rage these days, especially after last
year’s pared-back festivities, when
they proved a handy method of
enforcing social distancing
between groups. Pop-up
king Jimmy Garcia’s
Thamesside pods

were some of the

first to appear in

the city and have

become a staple of
London’s Christmas
calendar. Book for an
indulgent alpine feast
featuring steak, fondue and daily
specials, with boozy hot chocolate
for afters. Drool.

-> Southbank Centre. Until Jan 3 2022.
Minimum spend £600 including £250 deposit.

= Skylight Igloos

Skylight has planned more igloo-
themed fun than ever this winter,
with loads of the transparent
geodesic domes installed at both

51

Things to%

its original Tobacco Dock rooftop
bar and its new Peckham outpost.
At the east London site you’ll find
canalside domes and a sprawling
rooftop igloo village overlooking
the city skyline featuring ‘Europe’s
only real ice rooftop skating rink’.
Or pay a visit to the recently opened
south London location to be one
of the first to experience its
igloo terrace.
-> Skylight Tobacco Dock. Until
Feb2022. From £60. Skylight
Peckham. Until Feb 2022. £90.

@ = Winterland
Igloos
From October
toMarch, Fulham’s
Neverland Beach Club
venueistransformed intoacosy
Alpinewonderland, where you can
snuggle up under faux-fur blankets
inside one of sixigloos nestled
amongan urban forest. Had your
fill ofigloos for this winter? You can
alsosipfizzina ‘skilift bubble’ or
chillwithawarming mulled wine
inaBavariantent, winter chalet or
‘moose cabin’.
-> Neverland. Until Mar 2022. From £99.
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London'is back on top form with

a whole year’s worth of unmissable
events — all of which you can find
on Skiddle pr

he biggest night of the year
Tis back with a bang. In 2020,
you spent New Year's Eve
popping bottles over Zoom, dancing
around your living room and missing
out on midnight kisses from all your
mates. But now? London is ready
to party. These massive events
will, fingers crossed, have you
heading out in full glam, rocking
fancy dress or donning neon
garms to rave the night away.
Countdownto 2022 in epic,
unforgettable
fashionas we
show you
the bestten
eventsyou can
book through
Lomr the Skiddle
app today.

1Ro||er Nation’s roIIing
into 2022 New Year’s
Eve party

This event in Tottenham does
exactly what it says on the tin: it's

a club night on skates (whichin
itself will make it a very fun time)
but alongside the disco dance floor
and first-rate DJs, there’s also going
to be a bar, a diner and an outdoor
space. The party will run from 8pm
until 3am —that’s a lot of skating.
The tunes will range from afrobeat
and R&B right through to the roller
classics: disco and house.

-> Roller Nation, Bruce Grove. Dec 31. £25.

2LWE presents Love
Unlimited NYE

Famed venues can make an event
all the more special, so a party in
the art deco palace of London’s
music scene, 02 Academy Brixton,
was always going to be a ball. Add to
thata golden line-up, including The
Blessed Madonna, Jayda G, Hunee
and TSHA, and frankly you have a
banging night out. Love Unlimited
might be new, but it’s coming in
hard. If you wind up there, you can
expect the last night of the year to
be full of stompers ranging from
disco to techno. And good loving
vibes, of course.

> 02 Academy Brixton. Dec 31. From £39.50.



Lost in Surrey

You'll feel so fancy at this
exclusive and classy party to mark
the end of the year, which has ared-
carpeted entrance and champagne
reception. It'll take place inside an
opulent and lovely-looking marquee
which, crucially, is heated and will
be enclosed all evening. Add to
that a massive cocktail bar and
DJs pumping out R&B, hip hop and
house music, and you’ll have a
pretty great bye-to-2021 hoorah.
-> Richmond Athletic Ground, Richmond. Dec 31.
From £50.

4:.’1\, p On The Roof NYE
ith Norman Jay MBE
and Terry Farley

Should you fancy a boogie into

the New Year as opposed to that
oonts-oonts stuff, drift overto Up
On The Roof with sound system
godfather Norman Jay MBE on the
decks at midnight. It’s at The Prince
of Wales in Brixton, a spot where it's
practically impossible to not have a
great night out. Supporting Mr Jay
you have house hero Terry Farley,
Rob Alldritt, Alena Arpels and more.
-> The Prince of Wales, Brixton. Dec 31. From £20.

5Eg§ London Pres: NYE -
Deborah De Luca .

The headline says it all here:
Egg London with frickin
Deborah De Luca, you know,
just one of the best dance/
electronic DJs on the planet.
She’ll be keeping the crowd
moving from 11pm all the
way through until 9am. A
monster set of ten hours.
That’s Egg London for you:
it’s no less than a nocturnal
music-lover’s dream.

-> Egg London, Caledonian Rd. Dec 31.
From £35.

Cafe Mambo
Ibiza Classics
So it might still be the
most wonderful time
of the year, but not
everyone agrees. Some
people want to be in prime
Ibiza season. If that’s you,
this night will no doubt do the
trick. Cafe Mambo brings Ibiza
to London like no other night
out. It'll take place at the newly
refurbished Q! In Shoreditch: prime
party territory. There’s a three-
course dining and early entry option
too, nice.
- Q! Shoreditch. Dec 31. From £38.75.

7LWE presents Tobacco
DockN

LWE is known for putting on some of
the most anticipated events in the
calendar. If you're wrapped up with
the family for NYE, why not go to an
NYD party instead? Tobacco Dock’s
line-up isn’t a bad place to start.
Enzo Siragusa, Loco Dice and Hot
Since 82 are all hitting the decks.
Three huge players in the club
scene, from techno to house. It'sa
guaranteed good time.

-> Tobacco Dock, Shadwell. Jan 1. From £49.50.

Orange Nation

New Year’s 2022
All Access Pass
Should your criteria for New Year’s
Eve essentially be ‘the party to end
all parties’, this might well be the
event foryou. It's a three-in-one,
baby. Rock up to Fire in Vauxhall for
4amon January 1 (that’s right), stay
there until the afternoon, have a
nap, then head to Electric in Brixton
for 11pm, party on, and be back
at fire for 4am, where the party
goes on until Sunday January 2nd.
Monday is a bank holiday, you'll be
pleased to know.
- Multiple locations. Jan 1-2. From £40.

Breakin Science x

Moondance NYD 2022
More of a night fest than arave,
from 10.30pmto 6.30am (!) you'll
find more than 20 artists at E1, with
top-notch sound systems to boot.
Not bad. Though given the event is
by Breakin Science and Moondance,
it’s unsurprising. Artists span D&B,
jungle, UK garage, house and more:
something for everyone. It’s a ten-
minute walk to the overground and
you’ll probably have a decent choice
of public transport by the end.
- E1,Shadwell. Jan 1. From £25.

1 A DiscoinaStr!

Club: NYD with Joe
Goddard (Hot Chip)
‘Doit,doit,doit,doit,doit,doit,do
it now.” The DJ for this party wrote
that tune (but will he play it?). This
NYD event, which is, yes, taking
place in a strip club, is guaranteed
to be full of fun, debauchery and
hedonism. A high-energy, and very
reasonably priced, event to kick off
2022 (soundtracked by an eclectic
range of house and disco, no less).
- Metropolis, Bethnal Green. Jan 1. From £5.

e g skiddle

more than a ticket.
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ANTI CHRISTMAS FAYRE: MANKO

Merry markets

©®The Empowerium Pop-up
Get your Christmas shopping done
while doing your bit to smash the
glass ceiling at this King’s Cross
pop-up raising funds for The Girls’
Network, a charity supporting
young women in disadvantaged
communities. You’ll find all sorts
of unique gifts, from spoof items
that raise awareness about real
issues facing women (double-
standard bifocals, for example) to
pieces donated by cult brands and
celebrity patrons.

-> Coal Drops Yard. Until Dec 10. Free entry.

O Female Founders
Christmas Market

London’s first market exclusively
for female-founded companies
will be arriving in Spitalfields this
month, with lady costermongers
from around 40 small businesses
on hand selling everything from
food to fashion. It’s all in support of
anew app focused on creating safe
spaces for women, so if you don’t
go you'’re basically admitting to
being a huge misogynist.

- Hanbury Hall. Dec 11. Free entry.

Anti Christmas Fayre

OThe Social Christmas
Market

You’ll find indie sellers hawking
vinyl, books and vintage
curios at this boutique
Fitzrovia club’s annual
festive market.

This year’s eclectic
array of stallholders
include artist and

NTS Radio host

Babak Ganjei, Elliot
Eastwick’s World
Famous Hot Sauce and
Rough Trade’s new publishing
arm Rough Trade Books.

-> The Social. December 11, 18. Free entry.

@ Christmas Independent
Ceramics Market
Showcasing work from more than
100 ceramicists ranging
from students and DIY
potters to celebrated
designers, this festive
market is a brilliant
place to pick up
lovingly crafted and
inexpensive ceramics.
You’ll find plant pots,
crockery, jewellery and
trinkets in a huge range
of different styles, all of which
would make great Christmas gifts.
- Truman’s Social Club. Dec 12. £1 entry.

Things toDo

O Satanic Flea Market
Anti-Christmas Fayre

Allergic to all the tinsel and festive
goodwill? Fed up of navigating the
Oxford Street crowds while going
about your Yuletide shopping? The
Satanic Flea Market has just the
thing for you. Shop for tarot cards,
witchy fashion, prints, taxidermy,
zines, spell books and even

actual human skulls at this occult
bazaar. It’s the perfect antidote to
December’s saccharine festivities,
and a great place to pick up gifts for
the goths in your life.

- Electrowerkz. Dec 12. £3 entry.

OTurning Earth Haringey
Ceramics Market

There’ll be at least 70 makers
peddling their wares at the
inaugural market in ceramics
studio Turning Earth’s swish new
Haringey premises. One of its first
few markets since the pandemic
promises to be a celebration of
‘the creativity that comes from
crisis’. As always, it’ll be a lively
affair featuring street food, mulled
wine and live music, which should
make your manic last-minute gift-
buying quite fun.

-> Turning Earth Haringey. Dec 18-19. Free entry.

55

roh.org.uk/cinemas
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From dazzling light displays to
family festivities, it’s time to
embrace winter in the capital

ondon is packed with magical
Lsights right now. Have you

marvelled atthe Mayor’s
twinkling winter light installations
across the centre of town yet?
There’s plenty more festive fun
where that came from and we're here
to inspire you to get out there and
make the most of it. We've teamed
up with Transport for London to bring
you seven awesome things to do this
winter —all of which are best reached
on the TfL network, which is your
key to getting around affordably and
sustainably.

Tube it. Bus it. Train it. Do more of
what you love. #LetsDoLondon

1Fee| fancy at Fulham
Palace House & Garden
If you’ve never visited the former
home of the Bishop of London,
Christmas is the perfect time to
doit. Dating back to medieval
times but with Tudor, Georgian
and Victorian additions, this grand
manor house will be sumptuously
decorated and offers tours and
talks on Christmas traditions
through the ages. Getin quick if
you also want to pre-book a festive
wreath-making workshop.

- © Putney Bridge. Free.

Winter Light
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Putter about at Birdies

Crazy golf has never lived up
to its name as much as it does
here. Challenge your mates to
mind-bendingly bizarre courses at
Birdies, located under the arches
of Battersea Power Station (it's
right near the brand new Northern
Line extension!). Navigate nine
holes of gadgets, tricky patterns
and neon lights —and don’t forget
to take some surreal snaps while
you're there.

- © Battersea Power Station. £12.

2Let it glow at

Winter Light

The Southbank Centre’s radiant,
free outdoor exhibition is bound to
boost your mood. A celebration of
light and colour, ‘Winter Light’ brings
together nine stunning artworks
designed to interact with locations
around the Royal Festival Hall, the
Hayward Gallery, Queen Elizabeth
Hall and more. Download the map
on your phone, or simply turn up and
follow your curiosity...

- © Waterloo. Free.
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Glide over to Ally Pally
ake a spin or two on Alexandra

Palace’s famed rink, then watch
the city light up from the epic
terrace view. It's not just skating on
offer, either: for an extra-magical
afternoon, take the little ones to
Santa’s Grotto (until December 23)
or catch Mark Gatiss in his own
retelling of Dickens’s ‘A Christmas
Carol’ (until January 9) at the
gorgeous Victorian theatre.
-> © Finsbury Park then W7 bus. £9 (skating),
£16-£69.50 (‘A Christmas Carol’).

58eek peace at BAPS
Shri Swaminarayan
Mandir

Looking for a slice of serenity
amongst all the shopping and
partying? This temple in Neasden,
a masterpiece of Indian design, is
currently closed but you can follow
them on Twitter @neasdentemple.
Built entirely using traditional
methods and materials, the Mandir
is a hugely important place of
Hindu worship.

-> © Neasden. Closed currently.

GGet into the spirit
at the Prince

Charles Cinema

If, foryou, it’s not Christmas unless
you’re bobbing along with Kermit
and Michael Caine to ‘The Muppet
Christmas Carol’, then catch the
film atthe PCC where, at certain
screenings, Santa will visit! The
cinema is also showing classics
like ‘Elf’, ‘Home Alone’, ‘The
Holiday’ and ‘Scrooged’.

->© Leicester Square. Dec 3-24. £12.50-£13.50.

Birdies

7Have avery Victorian
Christmas at Museum
of London Docklands

The Victorians basically invented
the festive traditions we know and
love; so find out where it all began
at this grotto and Christmas display.
The halls of the Sailortown Gallery
will be thoroughly decked —and

you can visit Santain his den and
receive a gift (£12.50).

- © Canary Wharf. Open Wed-Sun. Free entry but
check availability online.

-> More inspo at www.timeout.com/rediscover-london

Advertisement feature

GOING OUT OUT

#LetsDolLondon

GETTHERE
WITH TFL

Thanks to Transport for London’s
off-peak fares, you can get
even better value as you travel
across the Tube. Off-peak
fares apply on all Tube, DLR,
London Overground and TfL Rail
services across London and can
be accessed every weekday
between 9.30am and 3.59pm,
and after 7pm. They also apply
all day at weekends and on
public holidays. Always touch
in and out with the same card or
device to pay the right fare.

Travel into Zone 1 for£2.50
Fare shown is for an adult off-peak
pay as you go journey from Zone 2 into
Zone 1 on Tube, DLR and most London
Overground services.

To plan your journey, visit TfL's journey
planner or download the real-time travel
app, TfL Go, to find the quieter times to
travel. It's available on iOS or Android.

Wherever you're going, by choosing
public transport you’re making a good
choice for you and a more sustainable

choice for London.

For more than 800 Time Out-
recommended museums, galleries,
markets and more, search for the
Cultural TfL Map.

TRANSPORT
FOR LONDON

E\I‘ER\" JOURNEY MATTERS




Things to Do

Festive drag

O ‘Dick Whittington’
Experiencing pangs of withdrawal
sincethelastseriesof ‘DragRace
UK’ ended? Thenyou’llbe gagging
tosee TuckShop’sall-dragrendition
of classic Christmas panto ‘Dick
Whittington’ (cue enthusiastic
shoutsof ‘Ohnowewon’t!’). Series
one’s Cheryl Hole takesthelead
role, with Choriza May and Kitty
Scott-Claus from series three alsoin
the castasQueen Ratand ‘The Spirit
of Soho’. We predict death dropsand
tongue pops galore. And as many
dickjokesastheycansqueezeinto
atwo-hour show, naturally.

- PhoenixTheatre. Dec 12,19; Jan 4,9 2022.
From £25.

O Diane Chorley:
‘Ding Dong
Merrily Diane!’
Drag queen

Diane Chorley is
bringing loads of
special guests to

this one-off date \
at the camp-as-

club Re-bar back in the *90s, and
has toured all over the place since.
It will be blanketing Soho’s premier
drag and cabaret venue in Yuletide
merriment for the first time later
this month. Expect a gloriously
chaotic mélange of ‘questionable
song, unnecessary dance and
overburdened costumes’.

-> Soho Theatre. Dec 14-30. From £13.

Foodie fare

OTamdhu x Brindisa Whisky
and Jamon IbéricoTasting
Scottish distillery Tamdhu has
collaborated with Spanish food
expert Brindisa for these tasting
sessions, where its new
sherry-cask-matured
single malt has been
\ paired with a flight
~— ofdry-cured
Spanish ham.
Tickets include a
bottle of the good
stuff, two glasses
and a serving

Christmas Clapham board carved from
Grand, including An Evening of Cheese whisky barrels.

telly comedy panel Forget cheese and wine,
regular Mawaan Rizwan this is the hip new duo.

and a host of emerging comedians.
The self-appointed ‘Duchess of
Canvey’ and her sidekicks Ron
and Milky promise to fill you with
so much Christmas cheer that
you’ll shine brighter than the star
of Bethlehem. Best take a pair of
sunnies with you, then.

- The Clapham Grand. Dec 16. From £20.

OThe Dina Martina
Christmas Show

The ‘Second Lady of Merriment’
Miss Dina Martina’s hysterical
festive show became a renowned
Christmas tradition at Seattle gay

-> Brindisa Borough Market. Dec 7-8. £95.

OAn Evening of Cheese

This ‘cheese-themed extravaganza’
is a long-standing festive tradition
at Borough Market, with a whole
herd of cheesemongers rocking up
for the evening to host tastings and
provide expert advice on curating
the perfect Christmas cheeseboard.
After all, this is the only time of
year when it’s socially acceptable
to inhale an entire wheel of brie

in front of “The Royle Family’
repeats. Beautiful.

- Borough Market. Dec 15. Free entry.

12th December

Carols by Candlelight; 5Spm

19th, December
Family Service, Tlam

westminsterchapel.org.uk/christmas
Westminster Chapel, Buckingham Gate SWIE 6BS

Time Out London December 2021

Big gigs

© Somerset House
Summer Series

Somerset House celebrates

the return of live music to

its picturesque neoclassical
courtyard next July with a bunch
of hugely varied and properly
exciting names on the line-up.
Carly Rae Jepsen is bringing

her effervescent pop to town,
there’s a Saturday evening

date with John Legend and
young Londoner Arlo Parks will
perform hits from her poetic,
soulful debut album ‘Collapsed
in Sunbeams’. But it’s not all pop:
emerging rock stars Black Midi,
experimental five-piece Squid
and south-east London jazz artist
Yussef Dayes also feature.

-> Somerset House. July 7-17 2022.
Pricesvary.

GAll Points East

East London will once again
play host to heaps of massive
international artists next
summer, with a double
weekender in Victoria Park
featuring the likes of Gorillaz,
The Chemical Brothers,
Kraftwerk, Tame Impala, James
Blake, The National, Disclosure,
Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds,
Fleet Foxes and Idles in the big
slots. We can’t bloody wait!

- Victoria Park. Aug 19-28. Prices vary.

2022 is just arqund the corner.
Start planning a great year!

® Somerset House

Blockbuster
exhibitions

O ‘Titanic: The Exhibition’
This immersive exhibition
featuring real artefacts from the
infamous ‘unsinkable’ ship was
originally scheduled to arrive in
Surrey Quays in February, but
it’s proved so popular already
that the organisers have brought
it forward by two months. Book
soon to experience the notorious
shipwreck first hand (in a good
way!), tracing the story from the
Titanic’s commissioning through
to the tragic disaster that shook
the world.

-> DockX. Dec 17-Mar 20 2022. From £27.90.

©‘OurTime on Earth’

Aimingtoharnessthe power

of creativity toinspire action
onthe climate emergency, this
major exhibition is co-produced
with Quebec’s Muséedela
Civilisation, and arrives at the
Barbican’s contemporary art
gallery The Curvein May. It will
feature collaborative pieces made
by artists, innovators, scientists
and conservation charities from
around the world, who present
radical visions of the future for
life on earth. The show promises
tobe anemotive and powerful
calltoarms.

-> Barbican. May 5-Aug 29 2022. £18.

AN EVENING OF CHEESE: DAVID PARRY/PAWIRE; SOMERSET HOUSE: © SOMERSET HOUSE



RAYMOND BRIGGS' FATHER CHRISTMAS: RICHARD LAKOS; NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM: CAROLINA FARUOLO

Raymond Briggs’s
‘Father Christmas’

Ice skating

O © Natural History Museum
The Natural History Museum’s
gorgeouswintericerinkhasbeena
staple of London’s festive calendar
foryonks, but thisisthe final year
thatyou canenjoyit’s chilly charms
beforetheareaisturnedintoan
urban garden. Get your skates on if
you fancyonelastglidearound its
enormoustwinklingtree, asit’sonly
stickingaround until mid-January.
-> Natural History Museum. Until Jan 16 2022.
From £12.65,£8.80 child.

@ & Hampton Court Palace
Henry VIIT'’s sixteenth-century
pad is an impressive backdrop
for an ice-skating rink, and this
Thamesside arena is a whopper
at 1,040 metres squared. It’s
family-friendly too, with penguin-
and dolphin-shaped skate aids
available for the little ones if you
book in advance.

-> Hampton Court Palace. Until Jan 9 2022.
From £16,£11.50 child.

O ®The Queen’s House
London gets plenty of gorgeous

ice rinks in the winter, but this

one might be the most scenic of
them all. Head to the dramatically
landscaped Unesco World Heritage
Site on a crisp winter day to

skate in the shadow of
England’s finest piece
of seventeenth-
century Palladian
architecture.

-> The Queen’s House.
UntilJan 9 2022. From
£15,£8.50 child.

@ Canary
Wharf

Filling Canary
Wharf’s business
district with festive
fun, this 1,200-square-
metre outdoor covered (and
therefore weatherproof) rink will
be open for ice-skating beneath
twinkling lights for weeks after its
competitors have shut up shop.

- Canada Square Park. Until Feb 26 2022,
£17.95,£11.95 child.

Natural History Museum

Festive kids’
shows

O‘Cinderella:The Awesome
Truth’
Acrossbetweenapanto, a
= musical and amorality
lecture, thisinventive
and wholesome
»  spinonthe
rags-to-riches
fairy tale from
Wimbledon’s
PolkaTheatreis
akinder, gentler
alternativetoa
full-on panto, and
isaimed at children
aged five-plus.
- Polka Theatre. Until Jan 30
2022. From £10.

O ‘The StormWhale’

Little Angel’s Christmas show

for kids aged four to eight is an
adaptation of Benji Davies’s book
about the delightful relationship

59

between a young boy, Noi, and the
little whale he rescues after a storm
washes it up on a beach. Adorable.
-> Little Angel Theatre. Until Jan 30 2022.

£14, £12 child.

@ Raymond Briggs’s

‘Father Christmas’

A co-production with Pins and
Needles theatre company, this
adaptation of Raymond Briggs’s
second most famous festive

kids’ book (after “The Snowmarn’,
of course) returns to the Lyric
Hammersmith for another
season. It tells the story of a rather
cantankerous Santa who awakes
from a pleasant dream of sun,

sea and sand to discover that it’s
actually Christmas Eve, his busiest
day of the year, and features plenty
of fake snow, a charming hand-
painted set and a spectacular
sleigh. And in an original twist,
the music and sound effects

are performed live onstage by a
musician perched in an attic-style
room above the action.

-> Lyric Hammersmith. Until Dec 24. From £10.

December 2021 Time Out London



Kids

Grottos galore

O Santa’s Grotto at Hamleys
As is befitting what is quite
possibly the most famous toyshop
in the world, the Hamleys grotto

is an ultra-festive affair complete
with a snowy Christmas tree and
stockings hanging around the cosy
fireplace. Visit for a téte-a-téte
with the jolliest bloke in town, and
you’ll leave with an all-important
Hamleys goodie bag. Get in!

- Hamleys. Until Dec 24. £45 for up to three kids,
additional children £15 each.

@ Santa’s Grotto at
Alexandra Palace

Ally Pally is practically halfway

to the North Pole, so it makes a
convenient stop-off point for Mr
Claus this December. He’ll be
swinging by every day to distribute
gifts and pose for photos with the
young ‘uns. As you can imagine
he’s a pretty in-demand fella so
tickets are thin on the ground, but
keep checking the website as his
elves are working overtime to fit in
more slots. Give ’em a raise, St Nick!
- Alexandra Palace. Until Dec 23. £12.72.

—

London Transport
Museum

© Santa on the Strand
Santadoesn’tsetup grottosin
anyold Premier Inn. He chooses
atmospheric establishmentslike
the West End’s Strand Palace hotel,
where he’staken up residence this
winter. Visittosay helloto the Big
Guy, tour his Victorian toyshop
and even meetsome furry friends.
Feeling peckish? Tuckinto a festive
afternoonteainthehotel’sartdeco
diningroom afterwards.

-> Strand Palace Hotel. Until Dec 24. £25.

O Christmas with Shrek

Mr Claus will be parking up his
sleigh in the swamps of Far Far
Away on weekends this December,
tocheckinwith hisold pal Shrek,
distribute sweets and say hito
youngvisitors. Listen, it might
sound abitweird, butyou’llbe
countingyour blessings when all
the non-ogre-based grottos are sold
outandthekids are wailingbecause

Santadoesn’t knowwhattoget them.

-> Shrek’s Adventure. Until Dec 24. £27.

O Festive Fun at the London
Transport Museum

Youd think he’d have more
pressing things to attend to this
month, but Father C will be
alighting daily at the London
Transport Museum in the run-up
to Christmas. As well as the usual
grotto meet and greets, there’ll be
an interactive game where you can
help fix his broken-down sleigh,
and you’ll win a prize if you locate
the Big Guy wandering about the
museum with his TfElves. If they
don’t go on strike again, that is.

-> London Transport Museum. Until Dec 23. Free.

O Christmas Grotto at

St Pancras

We weren’t aware that there were
any direct trains to the North Pole
from St Pancras International, but
that must be the case because the
man in red will also be putting in
a few weekend appearances at the
historic station this December to
read stories, host treasure hunts
and chat one-to-one with the little
ones. It’s a wonder he gets any
present-making done at all what
with all that chinwagging.

-> St Pancras. Until Dec 23. £31.71.

TITLE SPONSOR

.,

MAJOR SPONSOR

‘THE BEST THING YOU CAN
DO IN LONDON WITH KIDS*

THE EQUINOR GALLERY

equinor %< (grenco

Time Out London December 2021

BOOK NOW

*Terms and conditions apply. Visit sciencemuseum.org.uk/wonderlab

TIME OUT.

20% OFF
TICKETS*

QUOTE:
TIMEOUT20

LONDON TRANSPORT MUSEUM: LONDON TRANSPORT MUSEUM



GINGERBREAD CITY: LUKE HAYES

Chrisgmas
classics

O ® Enchanted Eltham
Palace

Eltham’s lovely medieval
hall and art deco mansion is
once again having its annual
Christmas glow-up, when
the buildings and grounds

Kids

SO
\]
Gingerbread City

andicing. Thisyear’sedible
townisthemedaround ‘nature
inthecity’,soalongsideall the
usual manor houses, town halls
and skyscrapers you’ll find
gingerbread meadows, parksand
forests, aswell as models showing
theeffectsof pollution, flooding
and climate change.

-> 6-7 Motcomb St. Until Jan 9 2022.
£14,£8.50 child.

are illuminated with O @ Winter

colourful displays “ , W Wonderland
accompanied by You might know it
sound installations. % as a freezing cold,
There’ll also tourist-packed

be old-timey and exorbitantly
fairground expensive place
attractions to try @ o sip sickly sweet
out, and a range Q mulled wine come
of warming winter E “ \ the festive season,
food and drink options, but Winter Wonderland
including decadent hot is actually a great place to

chocolates and marshmallow-
toasting on an open fire. You’ll
see the English Heritage-owned
former royal residence in a whole
new light.

-> Eltham Palace. Dec 9-30.

From £14, £9.50 child.

© Museum of Architecture
Gingerbread City

The Museum of Architecture’s
festive display arrivesinanew
locationin Belgravia this year.
Morethan 100 architects,
landscapeartists, engineersand
ecologists have worked together
tocraftthe minisettlement,
madeentirely of gingerbread

take the kids in the run-up to
Christmas. You’ve got loads of
child-friendly theme-park rides
in Santa Land, an immersive
frost-covered kingdom of ice
sculptures, ice skating around
the iconic Victorian bandstand,
areal ice slide and jaw-dropping
acrobatic entertainment from
Cirque Berserk and Zippos
Christmas Circus. They’ll sleep
like logs after all that fun.

-> Hyde Park. Until Jan 3 2022. From £5 entry,
orfree if you spend £20 online in advance on
attractions, rides or games.

Find more kid-friendly fun at
timeout.com/london/kids

JEDOWN %
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EXPERIENCE OUR MAGICAL LIGHT
TRAIL & FESTIVE FUN AT OUR
ADVENTURE PARK & ZOO

3rd December - 3rd January

Pre-book online:

www.hobbledown.com

Epsom, Surrey — 30 mins from Central London
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WEST SIDE STORY: NIKO TAVERNISE, © TWENTIETH CENTURY FOX

IF, LIKE ME, you think “West Side
Story’ is just a lot of blokes in vests
climbing over fences, interrupted
by the odd song about rumbles,
Steven Spielberg would like a
word, daddy-O. His breathtaking
new version circles back to the
original Broadway musical in its
smart structural tweaks, nodding
respectfully to the 1961 movie by
recasting Rita Moreno in a small
but key role, while supercharging
an age-old story with new urgency.
How do you outdo a film that won
ten Oscars? Here’s how.

There’sasubstrataof genius-
level artists here: from Spielberg,
whodelivershisbest filmin 20
years, tothelate, great Stephen
Sondheim (lyricist), Jerome
Robbins(choreographer), Leonard
Bernstein (composer) and William
Shakespeare (ideas guy) —and you
canreally feel it.

Thesongsarestill great,
Bernstein’sbrassyscoreisthe sound
of New Yorkin flux, and the story
remainssturdy and simple.

Asistraditional, twogangs—the
Caucasian Jetsand the PuertoRican
Sharks—and their twostar-crossed
lovers, Tony (Ansel Elgort) and
Maria(Rachel Zegler), scrap, dance,
romance and eventually melt down
acrossarubble-strewn corner of
the BigApple. The gangleaders,
Riffand Bernardo (Mike Faistand
David Alvarez, both terrific), cajole
their crewstowards a dust-up that
will decide ownership of the turf for
good.Itwill, of course, end in tears.

But Spielbergand screenwriter
Tony Kushneruntap fierce new
resonanceinthestory’streatment
ofimmigration, race, genderand
gentrification. An early encounter
with the neighbourhood’sbigoted
detective, Lieutenant Schrank
(Corey Stoll), akind of racist Officer
Dibble, setsthe tone: the hoodrat
Jetsareethniccleansingthe barrio,
and the cops have their backs.

Itechoesthroughout,in
particularduring centrepiece
migrantanthem ‘America’,
blisteringly staged by

" Get ready torumble

Q ‘West Side Story’

Steven Spielberg’s
adaptation of the
classic Broadway
musical.

The songs! The
dancing! The
vicious gang war!

Director Steven

Spielberg (TBC) 156 mins.

OutDec 10.

’
B
]
]

choreographer Justin Peck, that
doesn’tbothertohideitsrage amid
the hypnotic swirl of flowingskirts.
Othercharacters are given new
dimensions here, includingthe
spurned and vengeful Chinoand,
most significantly, wannabe Jet
Anybodys, played by non-binary
actor IrisMenas. A quiet moment of
acceptanceisbeautifully played.
Sowhatare the flaws? Thelovey-
dovey central couplearealittle
underpowered compared with the
live wiresaround them. There’s also
anawfullot of finger-snapping.
There’sabit of diet Brando about
Elgort’s reformed bad boy-turned-
lovebird, but Zegler brings a lovely
brand ofinnocence and conviction
toMaria. And don’tbe surprised
tosee Moreno (or for that matter
Spielberg) winning another Oscar.
Justanother nine more needed...m

By Phil de Semlyen
Who now has ‘I Feel Pretty’
living in his head rent-free.

December 2021 Time Out London




Film

Goingwhere notiny figurine
hasgonebeforeisthe crew
of Playmobil’s USS Enterprise.
Released tomark 55 yearssince
‘Star Trek’ first aired, it comes
packed with fun details. Mind meld
itontoSanta’slist.
- £449.99 www.playmobil.co.uk

2 ‘Home Alone’ doormat

1 Playmobil USS Enterprise

Sporting the kiss-offline from

theiconic ‘Home Alone’ film-
within-the-film ‘Angels with Filthy
Souls’, thiswelcome matisboth a
festive in-joke and the perfect place
foradelivery driver to plonkalarge
pizzabefore scarperingin fear.
> £22.49. www.limelace.co.uk

Bond villain mugs

BellaFreud’sodesto007’s

iconicvillains have the names
of Dr No, Oddjob and Goldfinger
printed onthemin 9-carat gold,

presumably lifted from Fort Knox.
- £35. www.007store.com

Time Out London December 2021

EHANSONE
FRETT

Screen swag

’Tis the season to gift someone a tiny USS Enterprise,
aLego ‘Home Alone’ house or some funky soap

Time Out contributor Helen

O’Hara’s much-praised book
provides food for thought to go
alongwith all that food for, you
know, eating this Christmas. It casts
aforensic eye over Hollywood’s
dark pastin page-turning fashion.
- £9.99. bookshop org

5 Lego ‘Home Alone’ house

4 ‘Women vs Hollywood’

Thisbrickrecreation of Kevin

MccCallister’shousehas 3,955
pieces, each of which could double
asacaltrop should you find yourself
inasimilar home-invasion scenario.
Iteven comes with the Wet Bandits’
vanand swinging paint cans.
- £229.99. www.lego.com

A24 test card soap
Modelled after a colour-test

card, this fragrant artisanal
soapisacollaboration between
indiestudio A24 and American
designers Wary Meyers. Or could it
be marketing for an arty horror film
aboutavengeful soapmaker taking
down less eco-friendly rivals?
- £12. shop.a24films.com

‘Lady Bird’ screenplay
Did you know that Greta
Gerwig wrote to Justin
Timberlake to ask for his permission
touse ‘Cry MeaRiver’in ‘Lady Bird’?
That missive isjust one of the quirky
facts within thisscreenplay book.
- £45. shop.a24films.com

64

More giftideas at
timeout.com/london

Dune:A Game
of Conquest and
Diplomacy
Thisupdate of the classic 1979
board gametiesin with the new
‘Dune’ movie. Vying for control
ofthe galaxy’s most precious
commodityis guaranteed tobring
spice tothoselong winter nights.
- £28.99. www.board-game.co.uk

9 Overlook Hotel key ring

Should you ever mislay your
keysinasnowy maze, this
cheeky ‘Shining’ stocking-filler
will helpyou find them again in
time for your evening bath.
- £6.99. shop.bfi.org.uk

‘Chansons d’Ennui
Tip-Top’
Oneofthejoysof ‘The

French Dispatch’ was Jarvis Cocker
as Gallicchanteur Tip-Top. This
spin-off LPsees him doingthe Great
French Songbook.

- £26.99. www.sisterray.co.uk

SCREEN SWAG: BEN ROWE
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Film

THERE ARE FEW surer bets than a new Paul
Thomas Anderson movie. Sure enough, the
easy-breezy *70s-set ‘Licorice Pizza’, is another
killer PTA joint. Located in LA’s San Fernando
Valley, it stars Philip Seymour Hoffman’s son
Cooper as a 15-year-old with his heart set on
twentysomething Alana (Haim’s Alana Haim).

Did you have Cooper Hoffman in mind for the role

when you were writing?

‘Tremember quite clearly having a flash halfway
through, thinkingabouthim and going: Oh,
no,don’tthinkthat. Then we auditioned young
actors and most of them seemed more interested
inbeinginsitcomsoronInstagramthanacting.
Itwasonly afterayearthatIrealised I had the
perfectkid for thisrightin front of my face.’

Alana Haim is great too - as is Tom Waits.

Why do musicians make such good actors?
‘Well, it helps that they’re comfortable
performing, but without naming them, some of
thegreatrockstarscan’tact.Ithinkthereason
Tom Waits hassuccess atboth isbecause he’s
never not truthful, and I'thinkthat extendsto

Licorice Pizza

TIME OUT MEETS

The 20 best films 0f 2021
timeout.com/film

PaulThomasAnderson

On ‘Licorice Pizza’, Valley girls and the perils of Instagram

*%x %% Boiling Point

Alanaaswell. She’sincapable of performing
somethingthat doesn’t feel honest to her. Lord
knows, there were times thatItried [to make her].

Did she scream that line from the trailer - ‘You're
not my director!’ - atyou?
(Laughs) ‘That was one of her favourite lines.’

Are there things that movies get wrong about the
Valley, your home turf, that get under your skin?
‘It’swild that the Valley stereotypes, which
started backin the’80s, have had such alonglife.
Idon’tthinkthere have been any films about it
inrecent memory, butit’snow a catch-all: most
peoplein Europe probably thinkany girl west
ofthe MississippiisaValley girl. Those are the
stereotypes, right? They’re all kind of horseshit.’

‘PhantomThread’ was set in Fitzrovia. Do you think
you might make another film in London?
‘Iwouldloveto, and there’savery good chance
thatthat would happen. Idon’t know howsoon,
but without question Iwould make another film
there.It’sjustamatter of when.’® Phil de Semlyen
-> ‘Licorice Pizza’ is out Jan 7 2022.

Yk kk

Afreewheeling
hangout movie
from PaulThomas
Anderson.

For Bradley Cooper’s
coked-up, deranged
movie exec buying
awaterbed.

Director Paul Thomas
Anderson (15). OutJan 7.

PAULTHOMAS ANDERSON'’S sunniest movie
yet (admittedly, not a high bar to clear) this
"70s-set LA memoir is so bubbly, it floats off the
screen. Its greatest coup, though, is the casting
of its two leads: Alana Haim, of LA band Haim,
is 25-year-old Alana Kane, a photographer’s
assistant bemused to find herself being asked
out by Gary Valentine, a smooth-talking high-
schoolerten years herjunior. He’s a child actor
with a ‘Lucille Ball’-like hit sitcom to his name
and commensurate levels of self-confidence.

Their evolving relationship, a less carnal one
than Gary would like, gives this loose and lovable
movie its spine. Cooper Hoffman, son of Philip
Seymour Hoffman, continues the family tradition
of being terrific in a PTA movie. Alana Haim is
great as her firstnamesake, a tricky role she
makes look effortless —that of wise owl around
Gary but fledgling out in the world.

Aided by Jonny Greenwood'’s delicate score
and a ton of feelgood needle drops, every scene
brings a fresh consignment of belly laughs.
When ‘Licorice Pizza’ dips into the machinations
of "70s Hollywood, they’re provided by Bradley
Cooper’s apocalyptically coked-up movie exec
Jon Peters and Sean Penn’s weathered A-lister,
modeled on rabble-rousing actor William Holden.

Both nearly steal the show from their younger
co-stars, but this is an unstealable movie.
‘Licorice Pizza’ just gallops along with an energy
that even a fired-up Peters couldn’t match. It left
me with a contact high. B Phil de Semlyen

Time Out London December 2021

Asingle-shot drama
setinalondon
restaurant at
Christmas.

Fora bang-on-form
Stephen Graham as
achefonthe edge.

Director Philip Barantini
(15). Out Dec 29.

A RESTAURANT SHOULD feel effortless. The
diners should never sense the jolt of panic

as the turbot runs out or hear a stressed-out
Liverpudlian chef shouting: ‘Foook lad, sort it!”
when his cowed commis mucks up the oysters.
This cortisol flood of a culinary drama, filmed in
one single shot, is what happens when it doesn’t.
And the fact that the stressy Liverpudlianis
played by Stephen Graham gives this tight-wire
device the perfect actor around which to orbit.

Graham is star chef Andy Jones. Or at least,
he was star chef Andy Jones. It's clear that the
top man at this buzzy east London restaurant
(it was filmed at Dalston’s Jones & Sons) is now
saucing more than just plates of lamb. There are
ahundred coversin, it’s Christmas and morale
isinfreefall. Oh, and the nut allergy on table 13
isn’tin the system. What could go wrong?

Director Philip Barantini expands his own
22-minute short film without losing any tension.
The relentlessness of the ever-rolling camera (a
digital lens on arig) in a confined space slowly
sucks the air from your lungs. You start feeling
like you're pulling up a seat for a relaxing evening,
and end up weeping by the bins.

But ‘Boiling Point’ is more than a gimmick,
and the script gives other characters their due
when Graham isn’t in frame. Vinette Robinson,
in particular, is terrific as sous chef Carly, a rock-
solid professional trying to fill a gap left by a man
crumbling away. All in all, it's the best kind of
worst-ever restaurant trip.mPhil de Semlyen

PAUL THOMAS ANDERSON: JOHN PHILLIPS/GETTY IMAGES FOR UNIVERSAL; LICORICE PIZZA: PAUL THOMAS ANDERSON; BOILING POINT: CHRISTIAN BLACK



PINKPANTHERESS: BRENT MCKEEVER

Music &
Nightlife

timeout.com/music
@timeoutmusic

ok Surlounded byageneral sense of
mystery (she’sonly recently shown her facein

7 photosand hasyettoreveal her realname), she

hasbecomeaGen Zicon with her shortsongs,

- relatablelyrics,and samples of°90s and Y2K hits
~ byartistsfromSweet Female Attitude to Linkin/

Park. During her rapid ascent she’s already

~earned co-signs from Charli XCX, Grimes and

Lizzo, and performed arun of sold-out shows.

Herdebut mixtape "To Hell with It hittheTop20 , /'
~ despiteclockinginatjust 18 minuteslong. S

Listen to Just fo1 Me” i

December 2021 Time Out London



CROSSTOWN

CONCERTS —
PRESENTS

PLUS SUPPORT

VLURE
SATURDAY 26 MARCH 2022

LONDON EVENTIM APOLLO
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BY ARRANGEMENT WITH X-RAY
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TOUR 2022
FRIDAY 01 APRIL

“HITS TO THE HEAD"
FRANZFERDINAND.COM

BY ARRANGEMENT WITH CAA

:
B E L L E a s tonn '

SEBASTIAN

plus special guests

SINEAD
O’BRIEN

(mon 14 only)

DRUG STORE
ROMEOS

(tue 15 only)

mon 14 & tue 15 february

&
the roundhouse /" ]

london

belleandsebastian.com

by arrangement with x-ray

TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM

SEETICKETS.COM - GIGANTIC.COM - TICKETMASTER.CO.UK

AXS.COM - ROUNDHOUSE.ORG.UK - EVENTIM.CO.UK
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Central Cee

Withamelodic take ondrill

and an ear for genre-blending
beatsthatemphasise his west
Londonupbringing (fromthe
Carnival-ready sounds of reggae
and dancehall, tojazzand soul),
Central Cee hasbecome one of
the UK’s biggest new rappers.
Capitalisingon lastyear’s run of
breakoutsingles, Cench (ashe’s
alsoknown) earned astring of
Mobonominationsin 2021, while
his ‘Wild West’ mixtape showed
hecouldeasily hold hisown
without guest features.
And following his
PinkPantheress-
sampling
‘Obsessed

with You’
andarecent
collaboration
with popstar
FKA Twigs, he’ll
likely be making
noiseoutsidethe
drillscenein2022.
Listen to ‘DayintheLife’

Yung Singh

Clubs might have been closed
for halfthe year,butthathasn’t
stopped Yung Singh from
becomingone of dance music’s
mosthotly tipped new names.
Followingastring of online mixes
that captured his rapid-fire mix
of UK sound-system genres
(heblendsold and new tracks
from the Punjabiunderground
with garage, grime, rapand

s
: " aremixofLady

Central Cee

funky classics), hissetat this
September’s Dialled In festival —
hosted by Daytimers, a collective
of South Asian creative talent
including Singh —became one

of London’s first major post-
lockdown clubbing moments.
Listen to The Punjabi Garage
Mix for ‘Shuffle’'n’ Swing’

Shygirl
Shygirl’ssexually charged lyrics

areall flesh and fantasy, delivered

over hard steel beatsand
industrial-grade sub-bass.
Alreadyacultfave
after working with
avant-popicons
like Arcaand

Shygirl

in2021:
hersingle
‘Uckers’ went
viral on TikTok,
she featured on

Gagaand Blackpink’s
‘Sour Candy’ and she starred in
aBurberry campaign alongside
Kendall Jenner. Alongthe way,
shealsoteamed up with Slowthai
forthe frankly filthy ‘BDE’.
Listen to ‘Freak’

Fred again..

Fred again..ishardly anewcomer
tothemusicbiz: hehadahandin
producing around 30 percent of
the UK’s Number Onesinglesin
2019, and tookhome a Producer

thelateSophie,

crossed worlds

YUNG SINGH: HARK1KARAN; CENTRAL CEE: JOSEPH OKPAKO/WIREIMAGE; SHYGIRL: TRINITY ELLIS



S.J.M. CONCERTS PRESENTS

y » J »
SJM s & on b g n CAA

David Gray

| » Hit adde

White Ladder: The 20t Anniversary Tour

Performing White Ladder in its entirety and greatest hits

EXTRA TICKETS JUST RELEASED
Fri 27 May The 02

All previously purchased tickets will be valid for these dates

WHEN You SEE YOURSELF TOUR gigsandtours.com \ AXS.com \ Limited VIP packages available

davidgray.com \ @davidgray
FRI 01 gexTibo22

EXTRA DATE ADDED

SAT 02 JULY 2022
THE 02

GIGSANDTOURS.COM | AXS.COM
LIVENATION.CO.UK | TICKETMASTER. CO.UK

PRESENTED BY SJM CONCERTS & LIVE NATION BY ARRANGEMENT WITH ICM PARTNERS

GGARY NUMAN

THE

INTRUDER

UK TOUR 2022
WITH GUEST: DIVINE SHADE

THE SS€ ARENAWEMBLEY

~ |SIMPLEMIVDS

TOUR 2022

THURSDAY
31 MARCH

THE

'SSE ARENA
WEMBLEY

GIGSANDTOURS.COM
TICKETMASTER.CO.UK
SIMPLEMINDS.COM

PRESENTED BY SJM CONCERTS
BY ARRANGEMENT WITH 13 ARTISTS

com TOUR ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRIORITY BOOKING FIND US ON fYy B o=



METROPOLIS MUSIC BY ARRANGEMENT WITH CAA PRESENTS

CORINNE
BAILEY RAE

THU 21 APRIL 2022

LONDON
SOUTHBANK CENTRE’S
ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL

METROPOLISMUSIC.COM

10 MARCH 2022

LONDON

METROPOLISMUSIC.COM | LAURAMVULA.COM

A METROPOLIS MUSIC PRESENTATION BY ARRANGEMENT WITH CAA

PINK NOISE
OUT Now 3
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ofthe Yearaward at the 2020 Brits.

But havingworked with everyone
from Ed Sheeran to Stormzy,
Headie Oneto Brian Eno, the
producer now hassolosuccess
inhissights. Hereleased his
debutalbum ‘Actual Life’in April,
launchingitwith anewlive show
at All Points East.

Listen to ‘Marea (We’ve Lost
Dancing)’ (feat The Blessed
Madonna)

India Jordan

IndiaJordan’s euphoric ‘For You’
seemed destined tosoundtrack
summer festival stages following
itsreleasein 2020, but with mass
eventsinrecess, itinstead became
oneofLockdown 1.0’s most
enduringanthems. After clubs
reopened, the Doncaster-born,
Brockley-based DJ and producer
saw themselves playing to packed
dancefloorsupand downthe
country-andjustintime forthe
release of their ‘Watch Out!’ EP,
which mixes high-energy club
soundswith personal themes of
queernessand self-love.

Listen to ‘For You’

ChubbyAndThe Gang
Working-class punk-rock
anthemsexploringdead-end
jobs, inequality and the seedier
side of London are what Chubby
And The Gangdobest. They’re
veterans of the UK’s hardcore

India Jordan

sceneand their2020debutalbum
‘SpeedKills’ was compared to the
amphetamine-charged pubrock
of DrFeelgood, while this year’s
“The Mutt’s Nuts’demonstrated
their more musical side. Add
rambunctiouslive showsintothe
mixand Chubby...arebecominga
rare group to cross over outside of
their DIY community.

Listen to ‘All Alongthe

Uxbridge Road’

cktrl

Cktrl hasspentyearshoning
hisexpressive experimental
sound. Contemporary classical
musicisamajor partofhislatest
EPs, ‘Robyn’and Zero’, butthe
Lewisham multi-instrumentalist
and producerintroduces
elements fromjazz, soul, hip
hop, R&B and electronic music
tohissound. He’salso played a
quietbutimportantroleinthe
Blackunderground creative
scene, working with musicians
Kelelaand Dean Blunt, artistand
filmmaker Jenn NKkiru (who cast
himin Beyoncé’s film ‘BlackIs
King’) and the recently departed
fashion and creative polymath
Virgil Abloh.m

Listen to ‘Robyn’

By Selim Bulut, a music
journalistwho runs the
Substack Life of Surprises.
Follow him at @selbulut.

CKTRL: RONAN MCKENZIE; INDIA JORDAN: OLIVER VANES
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FRIDAY 01 APRIL 2022
THE O2

THEO2.CO.UK GIGSANDTOURS.COM TICKETMASTER.COM STEREOPHONICS.COM
NEW ALBUM OUT 4TH MARCH 2022

AN SJM CONCERTS PRESENTATION BY ARRANGEMENT WITH X-RAY

PLUS SPECIAL GUESTS
|

HEYAIN

WED 30 MARCH

NEW ALBUM
TYPHOONS
OUT NOW

SJM Concerts by agreement with Primary Talent International presents

jan - feb 2022

thu 27 jan london 02 academy brixton
frsold outain london 02 academy brixton

extra date added due to demand

sat 29 jan london 02 academy brixton

tickets on sale now
gigsandtours.com ticketmaster.co.uk

THE
KOOKS

INSIDE IN / INSIDE OUT ™semsace=r
15TH ANNIVERSARY TOUR

THESTSH 17 & FRRISKTTS

EXTRA AND FINAL SHOW ADDED
SATURDAY 19 FEBRUARY 2022
O2 ACADEMY BRIXTON

GIGSANDTOURS.COM TICKETMASTER.CO.UK
THEKOOKS.COM

com TOUR ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRIORITY BOOKING




Music & Nightlife

EXIT 2021
IN STYLE

Go out-out at New Year’s,
just like in the old days

Tobacco Dock
CogoandKiss Nights
aretakingoverthe
GradeI-listed venue
withasweltering
line-up. Aswellas
huge nameslike
Rudimental, Joel

NEW
YEAR’S EVE

Love Unlimited
Anightoftop-notch

houseanddisco. Corry,and JaxJones,
Theline-up hasall- you’llalsogettosee
Tobacco Dock

star DJ The Blessed bassline collective
Madonna, feelgood Bad Boy Chiller Crew.
spinner Hunee,aswell | Almostdefinitely
Grammy-nominated betterthanyour NYE
artistJaydaG. Nice. onthesofalastyear.
-> 02 Academy Brixton. -> Tobacco Dock. 7pm-2am.
9pm-5am. From £35. From £45.

Festive fun from...

Xmas Parties
02 Academy Islington

Fromage on Ice
Ally Pally Ice Rink

N.Y.E Party
The Bohemia

\
<,

-

-
S——

Clubdefromage.com

Time Out London December 2021

Goodbye
Sweetheart
Thisisn’tjustanyold
NYE party, it’sthe
official goodbye from
The Cause family,
astheclub shutsits
doorsforgood. (Read
aboutthatonp39.)
Theline-upissecret,
butit’llhave huge
names.

- The Cause. 1pm-6am.
From £10.

Rhythm Section
Peckham’sfinest
party people
arehostinga
no-nonsense,
no-line-upNYEdo
withtheirwhole
musical brood. It’s
curated by Bradley
Zero,soexpect high-
energy, bigbassand
splinteringbeats.

-> Corsica Studios.
10pm-6am. From £20.

Dancingin
the Dar
Boogieinthe new

yearwith’80s
bangers. Moth
Clubwill beblaring
Whitney, Bowieand
Fleetwood: perfect
for asingalongorif
youwanttogetas
far, faraway from
minimal techno.
- Moth Club.
10pm-3am. £22.

NEW
YEAR’S DAY

Transmissions
Hiddenawayonan
industrial estate,
Foldisthrowing
ahugeNYDrave
withaline-up of
heavyweights.
There’s Blawan,
known forblistering
experimental techno
and MadamX,
addingabit more
bass.Soundslike an
absolute stomper.

- Fold. 11pm-6am.

From £15.

Adonis
Thisisthecult

queer NYD party
where anythingand
everythinggoes.
Withits fun-loving
vibes, thisannual
eventisgoingtobe
biggerthanever
before, asthe Adonis

familybid their
goodbyetothe The
Cause (theday after
theofficial one).
Musicwise: acid,
technoand feelgood
houseabound.

- The Cause. 8am-10pm. £25.

Fabric NYD
Onesexy line-up.
Toppingthebillis
Overmono, the DJ
brotherswho have
beendoinghuge
things. They’llbe
joined by Anz, Call
Super, CraigRichards
and Midland -avery
coolgangofpeople,
ifyouaskus.

-> Fabric. 7pm-7am.

From £15.

Vengaboys
Admitit: Vengaboys
areyour guilty
pleasure. Timeto
giveintothatviceand
enjoytheultimate
nightof pure cheesy
filth, with live shows
fromtheiconic Dutch
group happeningat
the Clapham Grand
onboth New Year’s
Eveand Day.The
rumoursaretrue: the
Vengabusreally is
coming.m

- The Clapham Grand.
9pm-3am. From £23.

TOBACCO DOCK: LUKE DYSON; BLESSED MADONNA: BURAK CINGI/REDFERNS



LIFE OF PI: JOHAN PERSSON

Tiger feat

‘Life of Pi’
Fo Ak K

THIS STAGE VERSION of Yann
Martel’s Booker Prize winner has
to stand as one of the most visually
stunning theatre shows I've ever
seen, especially the feverishly
beautiful second half in which hero
Pi finds himself adrift in the Pacific
on a lifeboat inhabited only by him
and a tiger named Richard Parker.
Max Webster’s production is
anout-and-out triumph for the
technical team. Tim Hatley’s
versatileset thrustsoutintothe
crowd, full of hidden tricks, notably

thelifeboat that popsoutinseconds.

Tim Lutkin’slightingand Andrzej
Goulding’s video are sublime,
conjuringtheunimaginably vast
strangeness of the ocean.

Andthenthereare Nick Barnes
and Finn Caldwell’s puppets:
avibrantly realised menagerie
ofbeastswhose everybreath is
immaculately choreographed.
Fromtheterrifying, dominating,
unknowable Richard Parker -who
hassix puppeteersassigned to
himinvariousrotations-downto
the shoalsof luminescent flying
fish, every puppetisaknockout.
Andwhenthelight, video, setand
puppetsworkin concert, the effect
isextraordinary, like being plunged
intoawakingdream or strange alien
landscape.Itisincredible.

Less mindblowingis the story.
Twenty yearson, and transposed

tostage, it feelslike the visuals
areneededtocarryit.InLolita
Chakrabarti’sadaptation, the first
halfisalltwinkle-eyed whimsy,
aswe'reintroduced toHiran

puppet-based japery. Abeysekera
ischarmingly eccentricin therole.
Butthe fact heis morethan double
Pi’'sage underscoresthe fact that
the productiondoesn’treally try

Abeysekera’s Pi - full tosellhim asentirely
name Piscine - and his believable. And a
family, whoownazoo Yann Martel’s smash problem with the move
intheIndian coastal novel finally hits the tostageisthatthe
town of Pondicherry stage. more philosophical
inthe’70s. Alarmed elementsofthenovel
atThe Emergency, arelostwhenit’s
they take the fateful It's a total visual simplytold asapacy
decisiontorelocateto stunner, especially two-houryarn.
Canadabyboat. the puppets. Butthen...the

Pi, aphilosophically second halfisso
inclined 16-year-old, stunningly realised
whoisasigned-up Buy tickets at thatnone ofthat
Hindu, Muslim timeout.com/ seemstomatter. Pi’s
and Christian, tickets various peculiarities
initiallyseemslessa feellessrelevant
compellingcharacter, Wyndham’s Theatre. thanthesimple fact
moreauseful human Until Feb 27 2022. ofhimasahuman
focal pointamidthe £27.50-£127.50 beingstruggling for

survival against cataclysmic odds
aftertheboat founders. Abeysekera
absolutelysellsPitousasayoung
man adriftinawaking nightmare
andalso -inthe framing flash-
forward scenes —assomebody
livingwith the trauma of what may
ormay notreally have happened
duringhis227 daysatsea.The
special effects make the show, but
Abeysekeraisvitalasthe human
beingexperiencingitall, our proxy
tothisterrible wonder.

Ifyouthinkthataplayissimply
somethingthatexistsonapage,
this production of ‘Life of Pi’ isnot
aclassic.Butasaworkofliving,
breathingtheatreitis, atitsbest,
utterly transcendent. m

By Andrzej Lukowski
Who would probably just let
the tiger eat him tbh.
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Theatre & Dance

Aladdin

2.8, 8.0¢

THE FIRST MAJOR London
pantomime to make it to press
night since 2019 doesn’t pussyfoot
around. Written by comic Vikki
Stone, the Lyric Hammersmith’s
2021 ‘Aladdin’ kicks off with a
sublime showstopper set-piece
reworking of Blur’s ‘Parklife’ (they
shout ‘panto!” instead).Qasim
Mahmood'’s layabout hero wanders
a chaotic Hammersmith peopled
by a neverending stream of panto
clichés: particular shout-out to the
cow thatruns across the stage and
is never seen again.

It's a truly giddy bit of fun, and if
it's the high point of the entire show,
then Abigail Graham'’s production
remains a treat throughout.

Intro aside, the most notable
thing about Stone’s writing debut
is that she’s not afraid to go in
with studs re: the current state of
British politics. Kate Donnachie’s
Emperor of Hammersmith isn’t
officially named Boris, butas he’s a
poshly bumbling leader with a mop
of blonde hair and clown shoes,
it's pretty obvious what the show is

Time Out London December 2021

driving at. That’s even before we're
hit with gags about Peppa Pig World,
‘forgive me, forgive me’, idiotic
posturing with flags and money
spunked away on an underused
media briefing room.

The Lyric panto has traditionally
been a bit more cerebral and cynical
than its peers, and while there’s
plenty for kids to enjoy, Stone
carries on this tradition. Mahmood’s
Aladdin is a self-absorbed wide
boy whose ill-advised attempts to

The iconic Hackney
panto returns.

It's a wholesome
and hilarious
embrace of a show.

Hackney Empire.
UntilJan 22022. £10-£42.

impress the Emperor’s daughter
Jasmine (Ellena Vincent) trigger
a series of events that lead to
him picking up a magic lamp and
its beatboxing Genie (Donnachie
again). She’s able to grant infinite
wishes, so Aladdin magics up an
endless stream of gaudy tat that he
hopes to impress Jasmine with.
Fortunately, Irvine Igbal’s
thunderously plummy Abanazer
is after the lamp too, and his
convoluted schemes lead to our

The Lyric
Hammersmith’s
panto returns.

Vikki Stone’s
sardonic script is
a proper laugh.

Lyric Hammersmith.
Until Jan22022. £10-£32.

hero learning that there’s more

to life than 24-hour bling on tap.
Along the way there are some
marvellously weird bits, featuring
Angry Birds, an evil chicken and

a sea shanty quartet, plus a lovely
piece of stage trickery in the
sweet magic-carpet sequence.
For all its cynicism, everything
comes good in the end. Ultimately,
even ‘Boris’ redeems himself -

a Christmas miracle indeed. m
Andrzej t ukowski

Jack and the Beanstalk *x»xx

SORELY MISSED LAST year,
Hackney Empire’s beloved panto
returns to us under new-old
management. The show’s long-term
writer-director Susie McKenna has
left the building... and in has come
Clive Rowe, long associated with
Hackney as its dame, now doubling
up on direction duties (alongside
co-star Tony Whittle).

Does it feel any different? Not
really, although Rowe and Whittle
have turned in a less political panto
than McKenna tended to.

Really, though, it's just a lovely,
joyful night out, defined by Rowe’s
typically glorious turn as Dame Trot:
powerhouse vocals, arch audience
interactions and a neverending
stream of comedy frocks. Plus a
host of well-rounded supporting
characters, lush fairytale sets from
Cleo Pettitt and a real showstopper
inthe enormous puppet giant.

The story follows wholesome
BFFs Jack (Rochelle Sherona), Jill
(Ellie Ruiz Rodriguez) and Simple

74

Simon (Kat B) as they go about

their business in the cheerful but
giant-ravaged town of Hackney-on-
the-Verge, where Simon and Jack
live with their dangerously horny
widowed mother (Rowe’s Dame Trot)
and their cow Daisy. Sadly Daisy has
stopped producing milk and Dame
Trot tearily instructs Jack to sell her...
and you know what happens next.

It’s familiar, but it's done with love,
wit and a definite eye on the kids
in the audience. There’s loads of
interaction, a sweet turn from panto
regular Kat B as the easily confused
Simon, and a charming, effectively
queer romance between Jack and
Jill. The songs are pleasant and the
concluding cover of The Beatles’
‘Got to Get You into My Life’ is an
absolute joy, sunshine on tap.

If Rowe and Whittle’s debut is to
some extent a retreat into a panto
comfort zone, then | think that’s
what most of us want this year.

A welcome hug back of a show. m
Andrzej tukowski

ALADDIN: HELEN MAYBANKS; JACK AND THE BEANSTALK: MANUEL HARLAN



DENZIL FORRESTER JAH SHAKA 1983. COLLECTION SHANE AKEROYD, LONDON © DENZIL FORRESTER

BRITISH CULTURE HAS been
endlessly shaped and reshaped
by Caribbean immigration for 70
years. And this show — exploring
the work of Caribbean-British
artists - is all about how without it,
this would be a very, very different,
and probably very boring, country.
Itkicksoffinthe 1950s with the
first wave ofimmigration from
thoseislands tothis one, with artists
like Aubrey Williams and Frank
Bowling, bothbornin Guyanabut
working over here. Williamsisall
hazy abstraction, Bowlingis pop
collidingwith political ire. Then you
getJohn Lyons’sswirling paintings
thatlooklike Van Gogh has melted,
and Paul Dashreimagining Picasso’s
Blue Period with Black figures. All
these painters take the boringold
Westernartcanon and fill it with
theirownideas.
Buttheshowisatitsbest when
the Black British experienceis
pushed right up in your face.
Horace Ové and Neil Kenlock’s
photographsare clear, crisp, stark
documents of political life for

Fighting
for survival

‘Life Between Islands:
Caribbean-BritishArt 1950s-Now’
) 0 & ¢

young Black people
inthe UK. There’sa
Union Jack/swastika
mash-upthat’sbeen
torntoshreds by
Eddie Chambers, Tam
Joseph’sjawdropping
image of a Carnival
masqueraderbeing
kettled by the police
and Denzil Forrester’s
horrifyingimage ofa
manwhowasKkilledin

Adeep dive into
the artand lives
Caribbean Britons.

Atits best, this
show is a wild, joyful
celebration.

-> Tate Britain. Until Apr3
2022.£16.

police custody, shown
nextto his painting
ofawest Londondub
club. That’s the duality
atplayinthisshow:
people who want
todance, thinkand
live freely, but who
arestuckinasociety
riven with violence,
racismand lack of
acceptance. And with
policeviolence and

Denzil Forrester,
‘Jah Shaka’

the farright bothstill ever-present,
itremainstotally relevant today.

Butinthemiddleofitallisa
bigroom of Peter Doig paintings,
followed by works by Lisa Briceand
Chris Ofili. They’re all gorgeous
images. Butthey’re not fromthe
Caribbean, and twoofthemaren’t
even Black.Igetthatthisbitisabout
dialogue - all three of them work
orhaveworked in Trinidad - butit
feelstotallyincongruous.

Therestofthe showalso feels
disjointed,a mess, with narrative
threadsthatlead nowhere. Maybe
thisshould have been two separate
exhibitions, or maybeitshould’ve
just narrowed its focus.

Butwhen thisshow’sgood,
it’sawild celebration.It’'sheady
and aggressive and shockingand
beautiful and heartbreaking, and
itmakes you damn grateful for
immigration. B

By Eddy Frankel
Who is also the result
of immigration.

4
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‘Mayfair Tennis Ball Exchange’

‘Mixing It Up: Painting Today’

LAST CHANCE

You’ve only got a couple of weeks to catch
these incredible exhibitions

JHl

15 Oct 2021-13 Feb 2022 e

Helen Levitt:
In the Street

Time Out London December 2021
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‘Noguchi’
This pivotal modernistsculptor
and designer’sexperiments

with material and light were
groundbreaking. Thisexhibition
isallsoft yellowlights, curving
stonesculpturesand radical
experimentalism, and it’s
presented beautifully. Thisis
what happenswhen culture
is properly influential,
whenartseepsinto
the mainstream,

and totally
changeshow
theworld looks.

-> Barbican Art Gallery.
UntilJan 9 2022. £18.

Theaster Gates:
‘A Clay Sermon’
Americanartist Theaster Gates’s
most recentshow hitsyoulikea
ton of bricks: mainly becauseit’s
amini history of ceramics, and
thatcomeswith alot of weight,
both metaphorical and physical.
Thisisartabout material, stories,
race,and context. Nopot hereis
justapot,and nobrickjustabrick,
buttheyall hityou pretty hard
anyways.

- Whitechapel Art Gallery. Until Jan 8 2022. Free.

David ShriFIey: ‘Mayfair
Tennis Ball Exchange’
David Shrigley’s gone full
Ronseal. ‘Mayfair Tennis Ball
Exchange’is exactly whatitsays
itis:agallery filled with fresh new
tennis ballsthat you canswap an
oldball of yours for. That’sthe
show. And it’sabrilliant bit of
conceptual art, asstupid asit
isclever:ie, very.
-> Stephen Friedman Gallery.
UntilJan 8 2022. Free.

‘Mixing It Up:
PaintingToday’
Whatcanthere
belefttosaywith
apaintbrush after
Leonardo, Manet

‘A Clay Sermon’
and Rothko? Turns

out, ashitload. Thissurvey of
contemporary painting —almost
all recent work from UK-based
artists —isabrilliant statement of
the medium’s staying power and
relevance, full ofideas, aesthetics
and approachesthatwill leave
youdizzied. m Eddy Frankel
- Hayward Gallery. Until Dec 12. £12.

Read the latest reviews
timeout.com/art

EXCHANGE: STEPHEN FRIEDMAN GALLERY (2021). COPYRIGHT DAVID SHRIGLEY, COURTESY THE ARTIST AND STEPHEN FRIEDMAN GALLERY, LONDON, PHOTO BY MARK BLOWER; A

MIXING IT UP: RACHEL JONES, LICK YOUR TEETH, THEY SO CLUTCH, 2021, © RACHEL JONES. COURTESY OF HAYWARD GALLERY. PHOTO: ROB HARRIS; MAYFAIR TENNIS BALL
CLAY SERMON: DAVID DRAKE, FOUR GALLON JAR, 1862, COLLECTION OF C PHILIP AND CORBETT TOUSSAINT



London’s tastiest dishes
anddrinks of 2021

\
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IT’S BEEN ONE

helluva year trying

to recover from the

consequences of you

know what, but it has
made me a lot more appreciative of
the smaller things in life. Like being
able to sit inside with family
T haven’t seen since pre-pandemic
days with a glass of wine, or the joy
of navigating a blackboard menu
with more than five friends. So I'm
shining a light on the tenacious
hospitality industry for serving up
my favourite dishes of 2021.

Best starter

Eatingat Bibiwas such an exciting
journey: it feltlike goingonatripto
Indiawith chef-patron Chet Sharma.
The nashpati bhel with pear granita
wasadish full of clever contrasts and
flavours: spicy, crunchy puffedrice,
topped with abracing pear granita
thatcooled everythingdown.

- 42 North Audley St, W1K 6ZP

Bestside

Where doIstart with Café Cecilia’s
chips?Iwasso captivated eating
these crunchy-on-the-outside,

Tlm_'e Out’s Food & Drink writer Angela Hui
reveals the best things she ate and drank
at London restaurants this year

fluffy-on-the-inside, golden potato
stripson my lunchtimetriptothe
restaurant, that foramomentI
forgotentirely whereIwas. Truly
anout-of-body experience.It’sa
shamethatthey’re only served
withthe ongletsteak, becauseif
thesechipscameontheirownasa
separate side, I'd happily order two
bowls for myself, dip them into their
housetartaresauce and spend an
afternoon watching people wander
alongthe canal outside -in astate of
utter contentment.

- 32 Andrews Rd, E8 4RL.

77

Morny Bakehouse

Best main

Planque isthe placetogo forthe
most genuine French fare you’ll
getwithout havingtohoponthe
Eurostar. The duck-offal choux farci
was packed with gutsy flavours.
Thejuicy meatwasswaddledina
softly steamed cabbage wrap and
coated in peppercorn-butter sauce.
Ifitwasacceptable, Iwould’ve licked
theplate clean. 'mstill racking my
brain working out how chefSeb
Myers managed to execute it.
Quitesimply, it wasaperfectdis.

- 322-324 Acton Mews, E8 4EA.
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Advertisement feature

These exclusive wine
boxes will expand your
palate. Sip sip hooray!

hetheryou're buying it
foryourself or someone
special, this is a gift that

keeps on giving. Wine Club by
Majestic lets you try delicious new
discoveries that aren’t available
anywhere else, as experts use
their 40 years of experience to put
together a quarterly instalment of
carefully curated bottles.

1

Every time you receive a case, it’ll
be dedicated to a different region,
country or grape. Why? Because
it'll help you sample different
bottles you never would have tried
before —from limited-release
wines by independent producers to
hidden gems that were so fantastic
Majestic’s buyers just had to have
them. And (since 'tis the season),
there’s even an optional Christmas
case intime for festive gatherings.

2

Really, really get to know the wine
you're sipping. These cases come
with stories about the winemakers,
vineyards and processes. Plus,
they’ll include detailed tasting
notes, paired recipes and videos
sent from the producers.

- Find out more at www.majestic.co.uk/mywineclub

Ready to discover your new favourite
wines? Get signed up to Wine Club
by Majestic, where you'll receive

a handpicked selection of unique
finds that get delivered straight to
your door.

3 58aygoodbye to picking up three

for atenner from the off-licence’s
bargain bin. This works out at
around £8.25 per bottle, and you're
getting only the finest quality sips.

No seriously, by signing up to Wine
Club by Majestic you'll get heaps

of perks. Not only is there members-
only access to exclusive digital
contentand webinars, you'll also
joinathriving community of
enthusiasts that have their
own Facebook group.

4

It doesn’t matter ifyou
prefer red or white, you
can choose between the
two or enjoy a mixed case
of 12 or 24 bottles. And if
you’re not feeling the vibe ! ) i
of an upcoming delivery : - B : -
you can choose to skip ‘ - :
the order at any time.

ine Qb
o Majestic -

i|l|

"0rcADAS Dy [
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SONORA TAQUERIA: JUSTIN DE SOUZA; HOKO MILK TEA: HOKO, DECATUR: BEN ROWE

Best dessert

Lighthaus Cafe has gotthe dessert
game down. Itsraspberry bakewell
tartwasall about the flaky almonds,
gooey frangipane and crisp pastry
shell. Butitwas the scoop of silky
smooth creme fraiche it came with
thatreallytied everythingtogether
and madeitsing for me. The fine
balance ofthickcream, punchy
raspberries, sugar and unfiltered
childlike delight created a nostalgic,
sweetdream. It waseverything
Icould ever wantinadessert.

- 11 Argall Ave,E10 7QE.

Best snack

Whatis a Gilda skewer, you ask?
It’'sone of the most famous Basque
pintxos, consisting of an anchovy,
anoliveand apickled guindilla
chilli, stuckonastickand drizzled
with extra-virgin olive oil. On paper
itmight notsoundlike that much,
butinthefleshit’sabriny, salty
and spicily powerful morsel that
pairsbeautifully with whatever
you'redrinking, makingittheideal
pre-dinner fodder. Nick Bramham
at QualityWines, isan evil genius
forcreatingthe onlybarsnackin
London truly worthy of your time.
-> 88Farringdon Rd,EC1R 3EA.

Best alcoholic drink
Mywinner form thisyearis atwist
ontheclassicgin Gimlet that was
better than the original. Newly
opened sustainable restaurant
Warehouse uses foraged sea herbs
initsWarehouse Gimletand has
managed to capture the essence
oftheoceanwithinadrink. It
wastangy, sweet and salty, with a
subtle aroma ofthe spirit. Imagine
abotanical wave that warms your
tastebuds and sets you up for the
mealahead.

-> 6 Langley St, WC2H 9JA.

Best baked goods

I'mdefinitely notamorning person,
buttheonethingthatgot me out
ofbedin2021? Morny Bakehouse’s
lemon meringue pie wave. This
modernviennoiserie,

from the people behind !

Leyton’sdarling
MarmeloKitchen,
hasbeen quietly
pumpingoutsome
ofthecity’sfinest
bakesand pastries
forawhile now.
Thisoneislikea
ray of sunshine.
Thetwice-baked,
beautifully golden
flaky pie crust
topped with bright,
zingy blobs of

Hoko milk tea

Sonora Taqueria

lemon curd and torched mini swiss-
meringue swirlslookslike art. Itis
somagical, itwill brighteneven the
darkest of days.

- 216b Francis Rd, E10 6PR.

Best non-alcoholic drink
Thad tocancel big plansto visit my
extended family in Hong Kong,
manyofwhomIhaven’tseenin
morethanthreeyears. WhenIwas
givenapouch of Hoko milk teaby
afriend, my homesickness was
instantly cured. Laichais Hong
Kong’stake on the classic British tea

with milkand sugar. But thisis
notlikeyourregular cuppa;it’s
arichblend ofblackteas.
- www.hokolondon.co

Best meal kit
Chef-founder of Decatur
Tom Zahir Browne’sspicy
shrimp boilis the king of
meal kitsand madeall
thelockdownsbearable.
Thedish comesloaded
with extra-largejumbo
shrimp, potatoes, smoked
andouillesausagesand
fresh corn, allswimming

inalip-tinglingly spicy broth. It

was seriously outstanding, soulful
Southern cookingand avisceral way
ofeatingtogether.

- www.decaturlondon.com

I’'msure

my body is
about 95
percent
taconow

e SPOEY

Best takeaway
IamnotashamedtosaythatIhave
probably queued at SonoraTaqueria
moretimesthanIhaveseen my
motheroverthe pastyear.IThave
eaten barbacoabeefribandshin
tacos precariously perched
onbinsinthefreezingcold.
Thavebittenintojuicy
carnitasand managed to
| getitalldownmycrisp
whitetopwhilesitting
inLondonFields.Iam
prettysure mybodyis
about 95 percenttaco
now.Iregretnothing.
Trustme, itisworththe
queue.®
| = Netil Market,
13-23 Westgate St, ES 3RL.

T
e

The newest reviews and the
gastronomic stars of 2022:
timeout.com/food-drink
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Manteca
Fe H ok F Kk

DO YOU EAT meat? If you
answered no, skip to the sixth
paragraph and then stop reading.
Theelevator pitchwould be
that Mantecaisablend of Trullo/
Padella’seye for ‘proper’, hand-
rolled fresh pastaand St John’s nose-
to-tailminimal waste. To my eternal
discredit, Iwasn’t brave enough to
try the off-menu, stuffed pig snout
main.Ishould have. That’son me.
Manteca’s pastaisrightupthere
withthebestin London. And that’s
from someone who worships at
thealtar of Trullo. The fazzoletti
with duckragu, made with hearts
and gizzardsbraised inred wine
and stock, deservesthe plaudits,
butyou’d struggle togowrong
anywhere. Silky-smooth crab cacio
pepewasa properly thicc saucy boi.
I'mnotusually a fan of squash-filled
cappellacci, butthisone made me
nod my head like a halfwit.
Thenthere’severythingelse. The
starter thateveryonezeroesinon
isthe pig-skinragli with parmesan.

Thedishisacrispysuperstar,and
mightalreadybeaLondonclassic.
EverythingIateand drankwas
great-to-excellent. AndIateand
drankalot. My pork-chop main was
juicy and crunchyinall theright
places. Even the desserts display
acommitmentto zero-waste. The
chocolate tart was made from
leftover whey. It’slike finding out
your favourite footballerownsa
chain ofindependent bookshops.

Allthevegbitswerenice. Isit
possibletogoto Mantecaand eat
justgreens? Maybe. Butit would be
like going to the Royal Opera House
and only visiting the cloakroom.

Evenaftersuch ameat-heavy feast

neither myselfnor my friend Stan
feltuncomfortably stuffed. Thisis
powerful, flavourful food butit’snot
dumb. Youwon’twaddle away from
Manteca. You'llglide.I'm goingback
forthatsnout. mJoe Mackertich

- Aspecial night out
. forthe discerning
flesh-eaterin your
life.

For stunning hand-
rolled pasta and...
all the meat.

49-51 Curtain Rd,
EC2A 3PT.

PANTON YOKOCHO
SAYS:

‘Experience 1970s Tokyo-style retro
history of ramen and the differences
of broths and noodle genres from
across Japan. Enjoy hanging lanterns

J-pop tunes from the era.’
35 Panton St, SW1Y 4EA.

ramen at Panton Yokocho. Discover the

between regional noodle cuisines, with
speciality bowls that showcase a variety

and vintage posters to a soundtrack of

T

Q@ Lonon BRiDGE

LONDON BRIDGE ROOFTOP
SAYS:

‘Step into Christmas at Winter on the
Rooftop at London Bridge Rooftop.

Look out over the city while curled up
under blankets (and heaters), with
mulled wine and festive hot dogs to
hand. Whatever the weather, there’ll be
cosy vibes. Book for lunchtime drinks,
after-work hangs, weekend brunches
and date nights with a seasonal twist.’
Colechurch House, Bridge Walk, SE1 2SX.

DUCK & WAFFLE
SAYS:

‘Celebrate the joy and magic of the
Christmas season aboard Duck &
Waffle's Polar Express in the sky. The
restaurant has been transformed

into an imaginative train station in the
clouds, with handsome, old-fashioned
fixtures and charming interiors. Guests
will delight in the wonder of childhood.
Book now at www.duckandwaffle.com.’
Heron Tower, 110 Bishopsgate, EC2N 4AY.

i listing —

Support our local partners.

BURGER & LOBSTER
SAYS:

“'Tis the season to get together and tuck
into some cracking crustaceans. In our
book, there’s no better way of sharing
the joy of Yuletide than over a fantastic
meal of spicy lobster, truffled treats and
festive tipples. The Christmas menu

at Burger & Lobster is well-stocked to
make this festive season extra special.
Available until December 31.

Various locations.

Time Out London December 2021
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MALLOW: JOHN CAREY; WAREHOUSE: EDWARD HOWELL PHOTOGRAPHY

Mallow

Yk kk

VEGAN FOOD CAN be many things. It can
be cheeze and facon, or it can be droopy
salads. Butitdoesn’t need to be. That's the
idea behind Mallow, the sister venue to cult
veggie restaurant Mildreds.

Like at Mildreds, it’s world flavours,
plant-based and seasonal —a millennial’s
wet dream. A couple of small plates to
start: the skordalia and chargrilled celeriac
skewer with jerusalem artichoke mash
was very beige, but tasted satisfying. As
for the kimchi dumplings with gochujang
dip, | wanted to lick the ramekin clean. For
mains, we ordered the sharing market thali:
arainbow plate of masala vegetables, kiri
hodi, red lentil dhal, pickle, chana basmati
and two slices of naan. Flavourful, filling and
an absolute steal for £16.

We don’t really have a culture of ‘going out
for dessert’ in the UK. We need to change
that, because I'd come back just for the
pudding. When | took a spoonful of the salty,
crunchy chocolate hazelnut financier and
mousse | actually heard angels singing.
Almost as good was the carrot cake sticky
toffee with cream cheese: sour, sweet,
dense and nostalgic in all the right ways.

The overall atmosphere felt more
sophisticated than Mildreds and definitely
no facon rashers in sight. m Chiara Wilkinson

Polished plant-based
eating from the folk
behind Mildreds.

Fora dessert so
indulgentitsurely
can’tbe vegan,
but somehow is.

1 Cathedral St,SE1 9DE.

Warehouse

Food & Drink
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‘WE’VE TRIED TO make it cosy, but sexy,’ says
Paul van Zyl of The Conduit members’ club about
the busy decor of its new public restaurant,
Warehouse. But nothing about this place screams
sexy. Cosy? Yes, but the decor felt too try-hard and
incongruous with what was being served.

As for the food, ex-head chef of zero-waste
restaurant Silo, Brendan Eades, brings his
environmental credentials to the table, with a

Azero-waste
restaurant from
former head chef of
Silo, Brendan Eades.

Forenvironmentally

m.'T]dEd food menu that focuses on locally sourced ingredients
Lot seasqnal from artisan suppliers and producers.
_and Su.Stamable My vegan pear, celeriac and lovage salad was
ingredients. overly fussy and the pickle and nutty flavours
didn’t quite work. | had serious food envy of my
6 Langley St, WC2H 9JA.

mate’s soul-soothing roasted pumpkin dukkha.

For mains: a thick pork chop with browned
anchovy butter and capers was a juicy, salty, herby,
winning combo, and one of the most tender things
I've evertasted. My pal’s slow-roasted venison
had a lot of contrasting, gamey components going

- on-Iwasn’tafan,buthe lovedit.

Both of our desserts were surprising delights.
The white chocolate and chestnut mousse dome
filled with pear purée was simply transcendent.
And the rice pudding with a caramelised top was
a pool of pure, sweet pleasure.

The ambience and food didn’t match up, but
there’s some obvious talent here. mAngela Hui

' PANTON YOKOCHO

retro ramen downtown

35a Panton St Leicester Square
London SW1Y 4EA

Book Now: ramenyokocho.com
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“Another one that didn’t
. make the grade”

y

A.l. is too important to be
left in the hands of machines

The A.I we’re referring to isn’t Artificial Intelligence,
it’s Ale Intelligence, of course. We're not technophobes,
we just don’t trust anything incapable of smelling,
feeling or tasting to create something as delicately
balanced as Landlord. That’s why we have five hands-
on, Heriot-Watt trained brewers involved in every step
of the process. This way, we can make sure that every
sip of Taylor’s is as delicious as humanly possible.

All for that taste of Taylor’s

December 2021 Time Out London






The music

Carols at Christmas are non-
negotiable —even the moodiest of
teenagers that sits arms crossed
and grumpy on the Northern line at
strange times of the day knows that.
Carols at Christmas (December 15)
at Southwark Cathedral supports
the Alzheimer’s Society and also
brings loads of talent to a screen
near you. Your host Grace Dent will
welcome ‘Britain’s Got Talent’ semi-
finalists Shalom Chorale, who'll
sing festive bangers in their soulful,
gospel style.

The entertainment

Quizzes come into their own at
Christmas, especially on the telly.
But you know what the best kind is?
That's right: a pub quiz. And you can
bring this one home. Pub In a Box
by Walthamstow brewery Signature
Brew includes ‘the world’s greatest
music quiz’, some snacks, a pint
glass, curated playlists and a pack

_ of craft beers for good measure. You
- can make them go further by adding
lemonade to make a shandy...

The snacks
Mince pies are great, and the

ones at Flor Bakery in Borough
Market are the stuff of Christmas
legend. This year, they’'ve created a
meal kit which will allow you to
make the goodies from your own
kitchen, which is certain to be a fun
and delicious activity. They also

do delivery on their actual mince
pies if you can’t be bothered with
the making and baking.

Advertisement feature

The drinks /_\

Try a festive spritz. It's a good
citrussy highball cocktail made with
Schweppes lemonade, pink gin and
star anise, which adds a mulled
spice twist, making it a perfect

and easy-to-assemble Christmas
beverage. No big metal shakers
required here. When it comes to
the gin, Gordon’s is as classic as
London gin gets, and theydo a

pink one, so you might as well get

a bottle of that in to try the drink

in all its glory. Christmas cheer(s)
all around! For more delicious

and festive Schweppes cocktail
recipes, visit www.timeout.com/
schweppeschristmas.

The theatre
Across three dates this December
(10,17 and 24),you can turn
tradition firmly on its head with
the iconoclastic performance
artist Taylor Mac. This filmed
performance of a production
at the Barbican, ‘Holiday
Sauce... Booster!’,
blends music, film,
burlesque and random
/ ‘ acts of fabulousness in
the most subversive and
cathartic event of
the year. And you
can deconstruct
those traditions
from your own
sofa. How
refreshing!

-> Find more festive inspiration at www.timeout.com/schweppeschristmas
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