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While shampoo can
be applied anywhere,
conditioning the tips

of your hair helps to
nourish and prevents

an oily scalp.
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Most Boots stores. Subject to availability. Herbal Essences Dazzling Shine

Shampoo 400ml and Dazzling Shine Conditioner 400ml, both £0.50 per 100ml. Slnce ]849
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Yeah, it’s cold. But London looks

This issue of Time Out flipping awesome in autumn, so go
inno time atall get misty and mellowly fruitful
PAGE 29

All hail the season of consumer
profligacy! This year, though, spend
your cash at a local independent
who really needs your support

PAGE 38

Locktails

Barred from bars for a bit? No probs,
some of London’s greatest mixers
are bottling their cocktails for home
delivery. Drink this: you'll feel better

PAGE 35

Immersive gaming, indie reads, podcasts The whole of this year’s Festival of Light
and Mrs T going toe-to-toe with Her Maj. is taking place under lockdown: allow us
Your home entertainment awaits... to provide some online inspo
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Joe Mackertich

London Editor =
@j_mackertich

One day soon, London will return to normal. Bus seats won’t
be covered up. Our theatre stages will be full of actors doing
bad American accents in Arthur Miller productions. Waiters
won’t wear plastic welding masks. Rappers will rap, guitarists
will shred and DJs will pretend to twiddle the cross-fader.
Comedians will once again be able to die on their arse in front
of 20 people above a pub in Soho. You won’t wince every time
people on TV shake hands.

I cannot tell you when this day will come. But come it will.
And in the meantime we make do with the quiet, semi-
shuttered winter city we currently call home. We still have our
parks (best in the world, no contest), we still have bone-broth
ramen delivered to our doors and, crucially, we still have each
other. London’s most valuable commodity is Londoners, and,
Lord knows, those are not in short supply.

So talk to each other. Talk to your friends. Talk to strangers.
Talk to me, if you like (disclaimer: many people who
know me would strongly advise against this).

Our city is brilliant, our city is strong, and so are you.

THE EDITOR’S ESSENTIALS Three things you have to do in London

SUPPORT this

SHOP here

Patron is a little French restaurant Mighty Small is like a supermarket St Mungos has re-housed people
in Kentish Town. Its DIY option, of small foodie brands. It works with  through the pandemic. Now it’s cold,
Maison Patron, is lots of fun. FoodCycle, a charity that provides your donations mean even more.
Getinvolved. free community meals. www.mungos.org/winter

@timeoutlondon f facebook.com/timeoutlondon , @timeoutlondon ’?“ timeout.com/news
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Welcome
to Page 5G!

Soon, working from home
could involve attending
meetings as a hologram.
As you'll learn from
Samsung’s 5G-focused
podcast ‘Whatever Next?’,
our working lives are about
to transform dramatically

‘Whatever Next?’, then strap

in fora wild ride, buddy. So far,
Samsung’s fascinating 5G podcast,
hosted by Dr Hannah Fry and
comedian Suzi Ruffell, has delved
into all the ways the next gen of
wireless tech is already shaping
ourworld: think everything from
mind-controlled gaming to robot
chefs. Episode five is dedicated to
all the ways 5Gis going to change
the way we work.

I fyou haven'tyet listened to

Office work

Sorry, but your days of wearing
pyjamas all day and simply turning
off the camera on work calls are
limited. Thanks to 5G’s huge leap in
data and speed, virtual offices can
become a reality — featuring you,

in holographic form, examining 3D
images of projects you're working
on with your colleagues. Your actual,
real-life office will level up, too:
5G-connected security cameras will
allow for unmanned receptions, and
heating and cooling systems will
automatically react to the weather.

Medicine

If there’s any field which demands
supreme precision, it’s surgery.
Until now, wireless speeds haven’t
been fast enough to allow for
operations to be done remotely.

But using 5G, doctors could control
tools remotely to perform surgery
from thousands of miles away. The
impact will be seen in other fields of

medicine, too: a paramedic could
perform an ultrasound on a patient
from the ambulance, instantly
transmitting information to the
doctor who can prepare to treat
them —thereby saving precious
minutes (and maybe even lives).

Firefighting

Leap into a burning building, point
the hose at the flames, save the
day. That's firefighting, right? Well,
yes... but 5G is about to make this
dangerous occupation a lot safer.
American company Qwake has
created a 5G-enabled helmet with
an in-built camera which sees more
effectively through thick smoke,
then instantly relays back video to
the brave emergency worker. That
sounds amazing, but we reckon
we’ll stick to magazines, thanks...

Listen to episode five: ‘Remote
control surgeons’ on Spotify, Google
Podcasts and Apple Podcasts.

- Tune into the ‘Whatever Next?’ podcast today!

FLYINGTO
WORK -
REALLY?

Forget sweating your way
to work on the Northern
line. Flying taxis (known
as eVTOLs) are closerto
becoming a reality than you
might think. Major brands
like Hyundai and Boeing
are developing electric
taxis that could cruise at
altitudes of 1,000 feet and
above at a speedy 180
miles per hour. 5G will be
crucial to ensure aircraft-to-
ground communications.
Just think: you could live
almost anywhere in the
country and still enjoy a
breezy commute to work.

SAMSUNG
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Join the Big Climate Fightback

The threat we all face from climate change hasn’t gone away.

And trees are still our strongest warriors..

Be part of the Woodland Trust’s climate change army
and help get 50 million more trees in the ground over the
next five years.

Because every tree counts. Search
) : . Wo?dl""d Trust
#BigClimateFightback Big Climaqte
F'ghtqu-l.(
and get [nVO[Ved
today,

The Woodland Trust is a charity registered in England and Wales no. 294344 and in Scotland no. SC038885. A non-profit-making company limited by guarantee.
Registered in England no. 1982873. The Woodland Trust logo is a registered trademark. Image: iStock.com/fotoVoyager 15036 10/20




PORTRAIT: ORLANDO GILI
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For more on
our Love Local
Campaign turn
to page 38

Buy local, so shops like this survive

Independent stores are facing hard times. The story of this venerable Harlesden record shop
shows why these places matter more than ever, even if you temporarily can’t visit them

THE GREENGROCER THAT puts your local
supermarket to shame. The bookshop with
the owner who talks your ear off. The record
shop where no request is too niche. London’s
independent shops make the city what it is —
and right now, they need support.

Hawkeye Recordsin Harlesden (above) is
aprime example of how shops supportand
sustainlocal communities. Harlesden and the
surroundingareas were once a hub for Black
music, with the mighty Trojan Records, Planetone
recordingstudio and Jet Star Recordslocated
there. Now, Hawkeye and Starlight Records across
theroad are the only two record shopsleft.

Localreggaeartist Bobby Davis (pictured) is
aregular at Hawkeye. He’sbeen a customer for

decadesandstill popsinatleast once aweek.
Daviswasamember of The Sensations, avocal
harmony group that played with ahost of reggae
legendsinthe’70s and 80s. ‘Hawkeye [co-owner
Roy Forbes Allen] played football with us and
that’showIgot to know him and started goingto
theshop, hesays.

Gerry Anderson, the straight-talking other
co-owner, whoworks behind the counter, is
regarded asareggae guru, using hisconnections
totrackdown hard-to-find records for his loyal
customers. ‘When it comestoreggae music, Gerry
knowsalot.Icangotohimandsay: “Gerry,Ineed

thisparticularsingle” and he will get it,’ says Davis.

Theshopwasonce ameeting place forthe
reggae community, with famous faces passing

7

through. ‘Peoplelike [reggae producer] Bunny Lee
would come in. Everyone would drop by —itwas
oneofthe mainrecord shopsatthetime, explains
Davis. “You could hangoutand chat music.’

The photoshows a space thatstill packsa
punch, inspite of the challenges the pandemic
hasbrought: Anderson slashed his pricesby 20
percentafterthefirstlockdown.

‘Ifwe don’tsupportthe record shops, they’llgo
outofbusiness, says Davis. He’s hopeful that this
isn’ttheend, though. ‘They’ll get through, they’ll
survive. Musicistrickling, rather thanselling, at
record shops. Some of them are still there, though,
purely for the love of the music.’®mMarcus Barnes
- This photo is from the ‘Bass Borough'’ series by Orlando Gili,
commissioned as part of Brent Biennial.
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QPEDisy
Chin Chin’s scarily

OTT hot chocolate

What goes into the London plates

GARRICK
STREET WC2

THE STREET THAT CHANGED MY LIFE

J

that everyone bangs on about \

CHIN CHIN IS famous for its incredible Akbari-Kalhur. ‘But we had this sorbet

nitro-blasted ice creams. In fact, as a with marshmallow cream. Then it rained
result of Lockdown 1 (and just in time for for a month and people only ordered hot
another one), its latest trick is to send ice chocolate. We had litres of marshmallow,

cream in the post. But its most ‘grammed so we scooped it on to hot chocolate

dish isn’t a towering sundae: it’s the instead.” As Chin Chin marks ten years,
OTT hot chocolate. ‘We always served he talks us through it. @ Emma Hughes
hot chocolate,” says co-founder Ahrash - Online starter kit £9.95. www.chinchinicecream.com

The
marshmallow
‘Ourmarshmallow fluff is
asecretrecipe.We scoop it
ontop of the hot chocolate,
then bring a blowtorch to
the party for that fuzzy
campfire feel!

The logistics
‘We serveitinacup
within a bowl.The bowl is
essential: sometimes it squirts

everywhere when you digin.
We suggest using a spoon:
that way you get a bit
of everything’

The extras
‘Some customers add
ourice-cream toppings to
theirhot chocolate.The truffle
crumble, which we make with
black truffle, works a treat:
it's salty and earthy!

The
chocolate
‘We use aValrhona 80
percent chocolate. We make
small batchesinthe old-
fashioned way - on the stove
with constant attention. It

takes an hourto make
five or six litres.

‘lttook a while for word
to spread, butthen it went
viral and, honestly, it's kept our
business going. One freezing

cold January day we had

Chef Asma Khan on
how her life came full
circle in Covent Garden

| NEVER DREAMED rd
open a restaurant on
Garrick Street. I thought

it was out of my reach,

like opening somewhere
in Buckingham Palace.
Despite living longer in
London than I did in India,
T've always felt like a tourist
in some places I visited as
a child. Somehow, those
memories don’t fade.

The firsttimeIcame here
wasonholidayinthe’80s.
We’d planned it for years. I
told my parents that when
wesaved enoughtogoto
London, we mustgoto
Covent Garden.I hadthis
VHS of ‘My Fair Lady’ that
Iwatched onrepeat. The
partin Covent Gardenreally
excited me. My parents
indulged me and we walked
from Leicester Squareto
Covent Gardenand onthe
corner of Garrick Street,
therewasapersondressed
upasaflowergirl.Icouldn’t
breathe!IfeltlikeI'dbeen
transported into the film.

Garrick Streetstill hasthat
sense of magic for me. And
now, thatcorner iswhere
my new restaurantis.Icried
whenIgotthekeys:itall
connected up, more than
threedecadesapart.It’sa
beautiful feelingwhen life
comes full circleand you’re
backonastreet corner
which meantsomuch toyou
yearsago —and now it’s for
atotally different reason.m
Interviewby Isabelle Aron
- www.darjeeling-express.com.

people queueingin the
snow forit!
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Explore more of the city at
timeout.com/thingstodo

HOT CHOCOLATE: ANDY PARSONS; ASTHMA KHAN: MING TANG-EVANS
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City life

LOCKDOWN

AP

How to take up rﬁnning and
actuallystick to it

Nike Run coach and Track Mafia founder Cory Wharton-Malcolm shares his tips

Reboot your running garms

You're far more likely towear somethingifyou
like thelookofit. Think about this when picking
outyourkit. Winterisapproaching, sotake the
opportunity togo bigor bright when it comes to
your gear —whatever itisthat’s going to make you
want to don those new kicks or sexy jacket.

Make it count (literally)

There are days when the first 20 minutes are like
an eternity, my breathingis offand my body feels
heavy.Icould turnround. Instead,Iconcentrate
on my breathing and count stuff: cars, seconds
between planes, other runners, dogs, squirrels —
theoptionsare endless. Start counting and those
thoughtsabout cutting your run short will pass.

Curate your playlist
MakeaplaylistasifyouwereaDJ: thinkabout
whatyourbody goesthrough onarun, think
aboutwhatyourbodyneedsatacertaintime

and match that up with the tempo. Running s
rhythmical, asis breathing, so no power songs at
thestart oryour legs and heart will want to follow.

Get lostin nature

Runningisagreat way to explore the canalsand
trailsthat we might not have known were close by.
My favourite placesto getlostin are Sydenham
Hill Woods and Dulwich Woods. Aswell asbeing
good foryour mind, it’s great for the body, as
runningontrailslowerstheimpact onyourlegs.m
- Follow Cory Wharton-Malcolm on Instagram @bitbeefy.

LONDON MAKERS

Inspired by NYC’s breweries and
bodegas while living there, Londoner
Sammi Marwan started making hot
sauce using hops. Back in London, he

el .| S launched Hop’t from a Kilburn kitchen

Time Out London November 10 — 23 2020

where he makes it in small batches.

> www.hoptsauce.co.uk

W@®RD
ONTHE
STREET

The most ridiculous
things we’ve
overheard in

London this week

‘Ohyes, thereare
some ponds over
there —buttheyare
quite pathetic.

‘Ahwell,IguessI’ll
justshitmyselfin
thevineyard, then.’

‘For God’s sake,
there’snothing forus
in Cockfosters!’

‘Ow! Your phone
justhitmeon
thebollock.’

‘My armpits smell
like barbecue crisps.’

‘Yes, that’san
oxymoronbuta
lotoffartsare.

‘Icould neverdate
someone who runs
forthetube.’

‘IfImoved tosouth
LondonImight
aswellmove out
ofLondon.

‘Would yourather
fightone horse-sized
duckorahundred
duck-sized horses?’

‘Tobeerornot
tobeer, thatis
the question.’

- T

Overheard something weird?

Tweet us #wordonthestreet
@timeoutlondon

CORY WHARTON-MALCOLM: GEORGE TEWKESBURY; SAUCE: ANDY PARSONS
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| DRY CLEANING * SHIRT SERVICE * IRONING |
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I Laundry, Dry Cleaning '
Ironing service
Contactless Service
075 1515 4086

Mugeem Bakhtari, owner of Launderette, London

With Google Maps, you can update your
business hours to let customers know
they can pick up their dry-cleaning later.

We're helping local businesses across
the UK adapt to new ways of working.

Find free tools for you and your '
business at g.co/helpforbusiness

Launderette
4.3

Open Closes 20:00
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USA

Isthiswhat the future of live
concertslookslike? Performing

in Oklahoma City last month, The
FlamingLipstested outa ‘bubble
concert’idea, with the performers
and eachaudience member encased
ingiantinflatable bubbles. The
happening was primarily staged to
shootanew musicvideo, butalso
served asatest run fortheband,

Brace yourself for the arrival
of bubble concerts

Edited by James Manning
timeout.com/travel @timeouteverywhere

The best stories from our
editors around the globe

who’vebeen ponderingtheidea
since the pandemic hit. (Fans will
know of singer Wayne Coyne’slong-
term propensity for bubble-based
crowd surfing.) Will it catch on? Will
everyone have to purchase hisor her
own gigbubble? And whatabout the
sweat? Regardless, we’re grateful to
the Lips for being proactive about
revivinglive music. Anna Ben
Yehuda, Time Out USA

Time Out London November 10 — 23 2020

USA

Flights to NewYork could be

back on by Christmas

Transatlantic tourism has been offthe cardssince
March -butnow the US and UK governments,
alongwith airporthonchos, are aimingto reopen
travel with quick-turnaround, pre-boarding
Covid tests. Accordingto reports from the USA,
thetargetistorestartregular flightsby Christmas
with amuch-reduced quarantine period. (Right
now, Brits are banned from entering the country
altogether.) Your post-lockdown travel options
mightbebetterthan you'd hoped. Huw Oliver
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SYRIA

A giant puppet will stride across
Europe nextyear

Having made its name with a pop-up playhouse at
the Jungle refugee campin Calais, Good Chance
Theatre hasbig plansfor2021.1t’ll literally walk
an 11-foot puppet of arefugee girl, called Little
Amal, from the Syrian border to Manchester: a
distance of nearly 5,000 miles. She’ll cross seven
international borders, stopping in more than 70
places, including London. See you soon, Amal -
we’ll put the kettle on. Andrzej Eukowski

-> www.walkwithamal.org

UAE

Never mind WFH, you can now WFD
With awinterlockdown nowin place, we’re
awfully tempted by the latest destination to
launch aremote working visa: Dubai. The UAE’s
biggest city willnow let you stay for up toayear
whilestill working for overseas firms. There’s
onesnag: you must earnatleast $5,000 (£3,800)
amonth toqualify. Not quite in that tax bracket?
Thentry balmy Mauritius, which islaunching
a‘premium travel visa’ —all you need is proof
ofyourlong-stay plans. Ifyou need us, we’llbe
Zooming from our sunlounger. HO

City life

Getthe latest from cities
worldwide at timeout.com/news

'
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JAPAN

Super Nintendo World is a-go in Osaka

Princess Peach’s castle. Bowser’s fortress. Piranha Plants popping out of tubes and
Goombas crawlingabout. Ifall of that has sent you into nostalgic feels (rather than,

say, total bafflement) then you’ll be very excited to hear that Nintendo is opening its
long-awaited Super Mario theme park area next spring in Osaka. Super Nintendo World
willinclude an IRLversion of Mario Kart, an adorable Yoshi ride and a Mario-themed
restaurant. What’s more, Japan is planning on readmitting tourists from spring, ahead of
the postponed Tokyo Olympics. It’s-ame, your dreamtrip! Tabea Greuner, Time Out Tokyo

AUSTRALIA

Melbourne’s airport

is turning green

With Australia’s second-biggest city
staying at home through notonebut
two full-on lockdowns, Melbourne
Airporthasbeenvery quiet over

the past few months. Thankfully,
it’sbeenusingits downtime for
something worthwhile. No, not
perfectingitssourdough:it’s
buildingasolar farm to power its
fourterminals. Fromearly 2021,
theairportishopingtosource 15
percentofitsannual electricity
needs from the sun-notbad for
anotoriously cloudycity,and a
decent first step towards making air
travel that teensy bit more planet-
friendly. Heathrow, Gatwick:
timetostep up! mRebecca Russo,
Time Out Melbourne
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Rina Sawayama emerged from
Lockdown 1 as a global-TV-ready
superstar. She tells Zing Tsjeng about
music, dogs and why she quit Animal
Crossing. Portraits Andy Parsons

‘AH SHIT, MY LAPTOP’S about

to die — hang on, let me get my
charger, a slightly grainy Rina
Sawayama shouts from her screen.
Welcome to interviewing pop stars
in the time of Covid — a process
facilitated by Zoom, a piece of
technology none of us had heard
of a year ago.

AsSawayama frantically
scramblesto plugcablesin,I'm
treated toaview of her new place
insouth-eastLondon -oratleast,
the ‘glorified shed’ that the 30-year-
old Japanese-British musician is
currently calling her rehearsal room
and gym. Like many of us, March’s
lockdown precipitated arealisation
thatahouseshareis not the optimal
placetospendapandemic. Like
fewer ofus, shewasabletodo

17

somethingaboutit. Twaslike, “I
can’tlive here any more,” she says,
widening her eyesin mockdistress,
‘and thenassoonas[lockdown]
lifted, Iwaslike: Right, ’'mout.

She mightbeinnestingmode-our
chatisprefaced by awarningthat
she’sgot paintersin and they might
accidentally cut offthe wifi —but
right now Sawayamaisone of the
most hotly tipped acts to emerge out
ofthe UK. A day after we speak, her
worldwide TV debuton “The Tonight
Show Starring Jimmy Fallon’is
announced. She hits 100 million
streams on Spotify a few dayslater.

It’sall because of ‘Sawayama’ -
herdizzyingly extravagant debut
album. It’'sarecord thatleapfrogs
genreswith the dexterity of amid-
concert Gagacostume change,

November 10 — 23 2020 Time Out London




Rina Sawayama

spanningglamorous house and
anthemicqueerballadryand
samplingeverything froma
Beethoven sonatato Final Fantasy
IX.Tocallit ‘ambitious’isabit

like callingthe Shard ‘quite atall
building’. Nowonder Elton John
proclaimed ithisrecord of the year.

‘l just miss festivals so much:
being in a big crowd of people’
That’s nottosay Sawayama’s 2020
hasexactly goneto plan (whose
has?). Thesinger hasspent thelast
sevenyearsbuildinguptothisone.
In2013, shereleased her first solo
track.In2017,her EP ‘Rina’puta
voicetothebleakness oflife online.
Meanwhile herformidable army

of fans - ‘Pixels’—stanned harder
and harder, generating droll memes
comparing her favourably to Karl
Marxand painting herinto ‘Ghostin
aShell’movie posters.

Thisyear, Sawayamawas meant to
cruise from her Aprilalbumrelease
andstraightintoa UK and North
Americantour. She evenshot this
week’s Time Out cover atan eerily
empty Barbican -lookinglike a
‘Blade Runner’ replicant at Chelsea
Flower Show. Now all her concerts
havebeenrescheduled tonext
year, with a Roundhouse headliner
pencilled in for November 2021.

Atsome pointin Lockdown 1,
shefound herselfon her couch,
watching the documentary
‘Blackpink: Lightup the Sky’ on
Netflixand feelingadullachein
her chestasshewatched the K-pop
girl group perform at Coachella. ‘T
just miss festivals somuch,’ she says
mistily. Justlive music,beingina
bigcrowd of people.Icanimagine
thatI’'m not the only person who’s
missingthat.

In March, asthe gigs were pulled
and thevideo shoots were cancelled,
shetried tomaintain asense of
perspective about the whole thing.
‘Rina, there’sapandemic, like, chill
out,’sheremembers telling herself.
She played Animal Crossingon
Nintendo Switch untilshe realised
itwas ‘evil’ (‘Youowe moneyasa
mortgage...thenyougetabigger
mortgage that you have to work
extrahardto pay.Iwaslike: This
issodepressing.’) Sheread Ocean
Vuong’s ‘On Earth We’re Briefly
Gorgeous’(‘sogood’) and ‘Sour
Heart’ by Jenny Zhang (‘probably
one of my favourite books of all
time’). She hungout with her dog,
Kaya; impulsively pre-ordered
thenew PS5. ‘Twasstressingatthe
beginning,’ shesays. Twaslike,
fuck, Taylor [Swift] has written
another record, Charli [XCX] has
written another record during 4
lockdown. Why am Inot writing? \”t

‘London
was
probably
the best
place
forme to
grow up’

Time Out London November 10 — 23 2020

ButthenIwasjustlike: Everyone,
justcalm down. Justdo what you
can.Ithinksome people are very
inspired by thissort of feeling that
thistime hasgiven them and some
peoplearejustsonotinspired.
Andthat’sme.

‘I'mworried about the whole
music industry collapsing’
Sawayama’sin a pensive mood
today, huddled over herlaptop
inaNikebasketball hoodie and
oversized specs thatlookatiny bit
Steve Urkel. There’san enormous
swiss cheese plant, the trademark of
millennial apartmentliving, lurking
inthebackground. Ifitwasn’t forthe
empty magnum of Moét behind her
—-apresent from VogueJapan -and
thetwoguitarsvisiblein the back
ofthe frame,IcouldbeonaZoom
call with any London office-dweller
intotheirseventh month of working
from home. She exhalesloudly. T'm
justworried about the whole music
industry collapsing, basically.’

Like mostof usduringlockdown,
Sawayama has had alot of worries.
Bigexistential onesabout the whole
economy crumbling and relatively
smaller, but nolesstroublingones,
aboutthe government’s treatment
ofthearts. “Yeah, artists canjust go
away and then comeback, she says,
puttingon aspoilt posh baby voice.
‘Encouraging peopletoretrain
—how many people are actually
goingtobeabletocomebacktothis
industry?’ Sawayama halfshouts,
tossingher head sohard that her
plaited hairalmost comesloose.
‘Literally, what would Ido?’

The fiery,impassioned tone
reminds me of the last time Ispoke
toSawayamain July. She’d just
found outthatshe’d beenbarred
from goingup for the Britsand the
Mercury Prize because of alittle-
known nationality clause that
stops peoplelike her —who’ve spent
almosttheirwholelivesin the UK
onlong-termvisasbutdon’thave
aBritish passport - from entering.

STYLING: KATE IORGA, ASSISTED BY MACARENA DELGADO; MAKE UP: HAYLEY MASON FOR MAC COSMETICS UK;

HAIR: TOMI ROPPONGI AT SAINT LUKE USING FF@R. LIVE IMAGE: ROBERTO RICCIUTI/REDFERNS
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Rina Sawayama

Awards organisers have said they are
lookingintotherules,but Sawayama
isn’toptimistic. ‘Westill are yetto
hearanythingaboutatimeline, she
saysbluntly, hervoice hardening.
‘It’saweird situation.’

Sheequally doesn’t mince words
whenitcomestothedesperate
predicament facing the live music
industry. ‘There’sliterally tens of
thousands of people who are out of
work,’ she says, punctuatingevery
otherword with fury, ‘anditisupto
theartiststosupportthem.’

We're speakingjust afew days
aftertheannouncementofthe
first round of funding forarts
organisations from the initial £500
million bailout, but as Sawayama
explains, itisn’t thatsimple when it
comestomusic. ‘Really, everyone
inthecreativeindustryisona
zero-hours contract. Ifyou'rea
freelancer, there’s no contracts,
there’snoobligations. Soyeah,I
try and support peopleasmuch as
possible...It’sjustbrutal.’

Time Out London November 10 — 23 2020

Above left: at the
Roundhouse, 2018.
Left: at Heaven in
the same year

‘lwas so op(i)osed to being
stereotyped’
Inapandemic, Sawayama’s
commitment to honesty and plain-
speaking has cutstraight through to
audiences. It’swhy ‘Sawayama’is —
onceyoustripaway all the Clarence
Clarity-produced bellsand whistles
—essentially adeeply empathetic
family portrait, one that’sinstantly
recognisabletoanybody who’s
struggled with theiridentity or
relationship with their parents,
butwhichtakesonevendeeper
resonance ifyou - like Sawayama —
areof Asian orimmigrant heritage.
She grewupinnorth London,
atransplant from Niigata, Japan.
Her parents’ marriage broke down
and she wasraised here by her
abruptly single mother. She was
embarrassed by her, she says. Her
imperfect English was one of many
remindersthat they were different.
‘London was probably the best
place for me to grow up, because
there were so many immigrants

and so many people from different
social backgrounds, she says now.
That difference got even more stark
when she went to Cambridge. ‘T
didn’tfeel connected toanyone
inmy college and that wasreally,
really hard.
It’sasentimentimmortalised
in ‘Dynasty’,a maximalist rock
operathat finds Sawayamasinging
aboutinherited painand family
trauma. ‘Alot of artistsbelievein
things politically, but they may not
necessarily reflectitin theirwork or
intheir music,’ she says. ‘Iwentinto
asessionrecentlyand Iwaslike:I
wanttowrite about white fragility.
The producerthought Iwasjoking.
Iwaslike:I'mnotjoking.’
Leaninginto her heritage for
‘Sawayama’didn’t come easily.
Atfirst, she wanted to disavow
it—nothanks, presumably, to
theracismshe encounteredin
the musicindustry, whichran
from microaggressionslike being
described as ‘kawaii’ because she’d

20

dyed herhairorange tostraight-

up prejudice (amusicexec calling
her ‘RinaWagamama’behind her
back). Twassoopposed tobeing
stereotyped, shesays. ‘Tttookme
acoupleyearstoacknowledgethe
otherside of things. By shutting out
my Japanese-ness, [wasshutting
outalltheexperiencesThadasa
Japanese person.’

Then her mother moved backto
Japan. And, in London, oceans away
and nine hoursbehind, Sawayama
feltunexpectedlyliberated. Today,
she turnsthe wordsoverin her head.
‘TthinkIfeltlikeIdidn’t wantto
writearecord that would embarrass
herinawayorreveal toomuch
aboutour family,’ she finally says.
‘Butactually, that was what made it
morerelatable for people.’

‘lwas a stan.I’'m always a stan’
Like many Londoners her age,
Sawayamaspentalotof herteenage
years queuing outside Brixton
Academy on chilly mornings for the

ROUNDHOUSE & HEAVEN: BURAK CINGI/REDFERNS
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sweetrush of beingthefirsttolegit
tothe front ofagig. In white skinny
jeans, of course. Twasobsessed.
Cajun Dance Party, bloody Bombay
Bicycle Club, any band with “the” in
frontofiit,’ shelaughs. Every Friday
nightshe’d sneakinto Koko, because
atthetimetheyweren’tchecking
IDs. Then Peaches Geldof got caught
by thetabloids. ‘Afterthatthey got
sostrictInever wentback,’ she says.
Her highlight of the era? Making it
intothe Franz Ferdinand afterparty
fortheir Ally Pally show when she
was16.‘Whatamood -aaaah!’
shescreeches, delighted with her
teenageself.

Scrawny white guys with guitars
arealongway fromthe average
RinaSawayamashow. Even at her
earliest gigs —in sweaty venues not
sodifferenttothe onesshe grew
upwatchingbandsin-shehad
the spirit ofasuperstar: backing
dancers, complicated costumes,
bum-length wigsand adramatic
stage fan that Beyoncé would be
proud of. What had her queueing up
tomakeittothe frontofaBraverygig?

Time Out London November 10 — 23 2020

‘Beingthat closetoaninstrument
and beingthat close tomusicians,’
sheexplains. ‘Talwaysjoke that
IwasastanandI’'malwaysastan.
Tunderstand what people feel when
theyare obsessed with an artist.’

Thelast time I saw Sawayama
perform was at Brixton Academy,
where she’d queued up all those
years ago. She was opening for
Charli XCXinnipple-swishing
braids and silver assless chaps from
Chinesedesigner Di Du, looking
like aspace-age Christina Aguilera
inher ‘Dirrty’ phase.She came on
stage tocheerssoloud they almost
knocked the pint of lukewarm Coke
outof my hand. It was herlastlive
gigbefore ‘Sawayama’ came out.
‘Thadtodoafilmed thingacouple
of weeksago’—sheletsoutan
incredulouslaugh - ‘and Iwaslike:
Fuck,I’'msooutofpractice!’I'm
almost fooled intobelieving her.

Aweekafter our chat, Sawayama
makes her debuton “The Tonight
Show Starring Jimmy Fallon’,
complete with custom dollar
billswith her face onthem. The

performance trends on Twitter in
the US, Brazil, the Philippines and
Singapore; lessthan 24 hours later,
there’s already fan art of her outfit.
Going from rebellious stan to fully-
fledged pop star duringa pandemic
-it’soneway of getting to the front
ofthe queue. Now, barely aweek
after that, the UKislooking down
thebarrel ofasecond lockdown.
It’saheartbreaking moment for so
many people in the musicindustry,
forartists, fans and venues. For
Sawayama, though, 2020, with its
high highs and super-low lows will
always have a special resonance.
‘Therecordsthat came outduring
[the first]lockdown mean so many
differentthings now, shesays. ‘It’s
notbackground music. It’ssuch
animportantline of optimism for
people now, youknow?' ®
- Rina Sawayama’s album ‘Sawayama’ is out now.
She plays the Roundhouse on Nov 17 2021.

ZingTsjeng writes for

publications including

Vice and British Vogue.

Get through lockdown;
timeout.com/timein

WHAT
RINA
EATS

The food-obsessed
pop star’s
standout London
takeaway joints

S

-,

X |

‘This is one of the few
Black-owned Michelin-
starred restaurants. One
co-founderisAsian and
one is Black. It’s like
Asian-Black fusion. | had
the smoked jollof rice
with aged sheep kebab
and crab mustard. It's
probably my favourite
place that I've been
torecently.’

‘It's atiny place opposite
Leicester Square.You
can choose anything with
dao xia mian or la mian,
two different types of
noodles. | always have the
sourspicy sliced beefin
asoup with the daoxia’

‘Normally, kimchi has fish
sauce in it, butthey've
taken itout so it's veggie-
and vegan-friendly.

I highly recommend
getting their banchan, the
small dishes they offer.”

CLOTHING: RED PATENT LEATHER COAT BY STEVE O SMITH; TOP AND SHORTS BY CHARLOTTE KNOWLES, SANDALS BY ROGER VIVIER;

YELLOW DRESS AND EMBELLISHED CRYSTAL BRA BY JW ANDERSON; EARRING BY ACNE STUDIOS
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The best way to eat your lockdown feelings?

A new wave of restaurant DIY Kkits that guide

you to flavour nirvana. Time Out editors try
London’s most comforting ones

The massive kebabs that will
feed you for dinner tonight
and breakfast tomorrow

The folks at Persian restaurant
Berenjak are socommitted to giving
youthetoolstocreate an authentic
kebabathome, their DIY Kabab

Kit (£30) includes bespoke metal
skewersimported from Tehran.
Theylooklike swords and will make
you feellike you are runningalegit
kebab shop. The box comeswith two
massive flatbreads, mast-o-masir (a
yoghurtdip), tomatoes for grilling,
onionsand herbsand packets of pre-
prepared lamb and chicken, enough
tomake four very generous kebabs.

Time Out London November 10 — 23 2020

Theinstructionsare clearand
there’sevena QR code which takes
youtovideoguidance. Wrangling
those skewers feelslike quitean
achievementeven though Berenjak
hasdonealmostall the hard work.
Mostimportantly: theend resultis
truly delicious and you will almost
definitely have leftovers. Izzy Aron
-> www.berenjakbazaar.com

PizzaPilgrims |

(orjustfindingout what goesinto
them -FY], it’snot health food)
thenthe P&BDIY Kitisadoddle.
For £25 you get four posh patties
and briochebuns, plusbacon,
cheese, pickled onions and P&B
mayo. (Vegan alternatives are
available.) Thataddsuptotwo Ari
Gold and two Smokey Robinson

Burﬁers that’ll make your flat
smell of meat (in a good way)
It’sjustaburger, right? Weeeeellll...
notexactly. Patty & Bunservesup
top-dollar meat sandwiches, and
ifyou fancy making one yourself

24

burgers. Warning: your kitchen
will smell of beef fat for days.
James Manning

-> shop.pattyandbun.co.uk

Belly-warming ramen to sob
into on cold, dark days
Ifyou're already missingthe slurpy
joysoframen, Shoryu’ssignature

DISHOOM: CHARLIE MCKAY



GansosoupisaDIY delight. The kit
costs £20 and servestwo hungry
ramen fiends. All the trimmings —
includingcharsiu porkbelly that

you’llneedto fry—comein pouches.

Butit’sallaboutthe broth, and the
tonkotsuiseverybitas flavourful as

you’d expectinaTokyonoodle shop.

You can freeze thekitforuptoa

month, but why would you want to?
PhildeSemlyen

- www.shoryuramen.com/ diykits

Three whopping salt beef
sarnies, serving ‘Sunda
afternoon food coma’ vibes
The hunkofsaltbeefatthe heart of
Monty’s Deli’s £38 kit (£28 for the

There’s alonger list at
timeout.com/DIYkits

-

Patty & Bun

pastramiversion), which comes
with enoughingredients forthree
stacked Reuben sandwiches, needs
tobesteamed for a few minutes, and
thebread toasted, but otherwise this
isasimple assemblyjob. Youslather
theryebread with squeezy mustard,
pile onthe melt-in-your-mouth
meat,add aheap of Monty’sown-
madesauerkraut, balance aslice of
Swiss cheese on top and cover with
theaddictive Russian dressing.
Voila! Adeli classic. Sarah Cohen

-> www.montys-deli.com

Pizza you can cook in a frying
pan while you're necking
subscription beers

The DIY kit from Pizza Pilgrims (£15)
wonacoveted Time In Award for
keepingyoulot happyinthelast
lockdown. Sowhat’sall the fuss
about?The packagingisappealing,
for starters: asnazzy pizzabox
thatopensonallyouringredients.
Inside, there’senough dough for

25

twozas and it’s pretty fun spinning
thatround beforeyouslapitinapan
and top with pre-made marinara
and mozzarella (ahandyvideoon
the website shows you how). It’s
quite hardtogetacrispy crustunder
thegrill without the right kind of
pan, buttheresultisstill delicious
and made within minutes - easy
aspie. You could get experimental
with toppingsifyou fancyrelivinga
classicrainy-day childhood activity,
butastraight-up margisjustas
bellissima. Laura Richards

- www.pizzapilgrims.co.uk

Chips and a load of gourmet
greasy stuff that’ll get all
over your pyjama top
Whichever maverick thoughtto
smother a pile of skinny fries with
fresh chilli, spring onions, jalapefio
dressingand moreish chunks

of miso-glazed lamb belly has
invented anew diner delicacy. Dirty
Bones’ Lamb FriesKit costs £13 and
containsenough ingredients fora
three-person feast. The instructions
areabitwoolly -howlongdoyou fry
thelamb for? -but the result rivals
theversion we’'ve eaten at Dirty
Bones: the chipsare softer — perhaps
becausethey’re baked rather than
fried?-butthelambiscrispierand
less fatty. Naked chips will never be
enoughnow.SC

- www.dirty-bones.com/dirty-at-home-kits

Avery famous breakfast
sarnie that you can now eat
athome inyour pants
Dishoom’s #iconic bacon naanroll
isadelicious mash-up of greasy-
spoonrealnessand Irani-Indian
flavour. It’'snotimpossible tobodge
your own version at home, but now
youdon’thave to: Dishoom’s DIY
kitcontainsbacon, chilli-tomato
chutney, cream cheese, herbs

and three balls of dough to make
yourownnaans. Youevengeta
spiceblend tobrew Dishoom-style
masalachai. There areenough
ingredients forthreerolls, which
aretotally deliciousand pretty easy
toassemble, though make sure the
doughisatroomtemperature before
rolling it —and be careful when you
takethe hot naan panoutofthe oven
(ouch!). Thecost? £16includinga
charity donation. mJM

- www.dishoomathome.com

November 10 — 23 2020 Time Out London
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LOND@N FOR LESS

Food, drink, screenings, pop-ups: don’t miss our exclusive offers and discounts

Hiver

Whatisit? A pack of 24 artisanal
beers for just £1 a bottle: eight
Hiver Blondes, eight Amber
beers and eight session IPAs.

Why buy? For the outrageous
value, obviously, but also to

try something new. Born from
admiration of London’s urban
beekeepers, Hiver makes unique
honey beers that taste bee-utiful.
Wait, how much? Only£24 for 24

beers - that’s less than half the

regular price.

A dea

Readly

Whatis it? Two months of unlimited
accesstomore than 5,000digital
magazines, including Elle, Vogue,
Cosmopolitan, Delicious and more.
Why buy? Erm, because magazines
areamazing (trust us, we make one).
Asyoureadthe pagesyougetto
immerse yourselfin something you
genuinelylove. And that’s priceless.
No, literally, it’s free.

Wait, how much? Still free. Nothing’s
changed since thelast paragraph.

- www.timeout.com/readly

Laithwaite’s

Whatis it? Sixbottles of Laithwaite’s
wine, plustwo free Darlington
glassesand free home delivery.
Why buy? Because wonderful wine
deservesagreatglass—and you’ll
getboth. Plus you’llbe sampling
sixsensational wines from around
the world forjust £6.99 perbottle -
you've got tolove good-value vino.
Wait, how much? Lessthan

£42 (okay, only by 6p, but who’s
counting?).

- www.timeout.com/laithwaites2020

Cafédirect

Whatis it? TwoKkilos of Peruvian,
Congolese or Honduran coffee from
anethical Londonroaster.

Why buy? To getyourhandsonsome
beautiful beans and support growers
atthesametime. Cafédirectscours
theworld insearch of the most
sustainable coffees, and pays a fair
price for them, before transforming
them atits London Fields roastery.
Wait, how much? Just £20 fortwo
whole kilograms of the good stuff.

- www.timeout.com/cafedirect

Delivery deals and online offers to get you through lockdown. Search ‘Time Out offers’

Time Out London November 10 — 23 2020

Love Yourself

Whatis it? Your first week of daily
home-delivered meals forlessthan
halfthe normal price.

Why buy? Forawell-earned break
from daily cooking. You’ll get five
breakfasts, five lunches, five dinners
and tensnacks, all freshly madejust
foryou. And you can choose from
diet plansincludingvegetarian,
pescatarian and dairy-free.

Wait, how much? Only £50 forall
those marvellous meals.

- www.timeout.com/loveyourself
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Edited by Katie McCabe
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Get out and stretch your legs and brain. Antony Gormley’s physics-inspired ‘Quantum Cloud’ questions our
relationship to the world and its particles. Track it down on ‘The Line’ sculpture trail. Turn to p33 for more.
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Things to Do

Diwali online

O Diwali cooking classes
Iftheban onbig family gatherings
meansyou’llbeincharge of cooking
your own Diwali feast for the first
timethis year, getahelpinghand
fromthese online cookery classes.
Cyberspace culinary specialist
Diaspowill be streaming free
workshops for Hindus, Sikhs,

Jains and anyone else who wants
tocreatetasty dishestocelebrate
the festival of lights. Led by skilled
home cooks, each with more than
30years’experience of making their
traditional, generational recipes,
the hour-long workshops will

show you how to put together top-
notch thali plates, pakoras, chai,
samosasand chutney that’ll rival
your grandma’s. There’ll alsobe
workshopsinrangoli, the colourful
floor patterns that are made over
the festival. Another thingtoadd to
your portfolio of lockdown hobbies.
- Until Nov 15. £10. www.joindiaspo.com

O Diu Kadia Nyati Samaj-UK
Diwali Celebration

Diwaliis closely associated with
the Hindu goddess of prosperity
and symbolises the victory of light
over darkness: basically, it’sthe
festival we all need right now. This
online fest from Brent-based Hindu
community group Diu Kadia Nyati
Samajwill be broadcasting singing
and dance performancesstraight to
your living room via Facebook Live.
That’sthe entertainment covered,
butit’sstilluptoyoutolightthe
candlesand get the food in.

- Nov 14. www.facebook.com/dkns.uk

Storytelling
nights

O Storytelling for Adults:
MerfolkTales from Trinidad
andTobago

Aswell as all that flowery wallpaper,
artistand socialist William Morris,
incorporated mythical creatures
intohisdesigns, like the Romantic-
style mermaid figures that pop up
inhisfabrics. Inspired by these sea
nymphs, thisonline storytelling
night from the William Morris
Gallerywill feature gripping
merfolktales from Caribbean lore.
Professional storyteller Wendy
Shearerwill be spinning yarns

full ofaquatic hauntings, chilling
cursesand bewitched fishermen.

Challenging, terrifying, eroticand
bizarre: notbad fora Thursday
nightin.

-> Nov 12. Minimum donation £1.
www.wmgallery.org.uk

© WhatWordsAre Ours
Listeningto a ‘poetry-clown’ spit
silly stanzas might sound like a
nightmare, butgiveitachance. This
ishowTaliaRandall, the organiser
ofthis much-loved poetry-cabaret
show describes herself, and she’ll
beaimingtofillyourears with

Diwali cooking

performances from BSL poets,
punaficionadosand satirists at
thisonline edition ofthe D/deaf-
inclusive spoken-word variety
show. Performed live on Zoom, it’ll
feature poets Belinda Zhawi and
Stephen Lightbrown and Midlands
slam champion Jasmine Gardosi.
- Nov 12. Free. www.thegulbenkian.co.uk

© Booker Prize Shortlist

Readings

The Oscars ofthe book world is
fast approaching. If you’re not

Time Out London November 10 — 23 2020
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sure who toroot for towin this
year’s Booker Prize, the Guardian
hasconveniently gathered all of
thisyear’sshortlisted authors
foraneveningofreadings and
conversation, hosted by writer
and critic Alex Clark. Then you’ll
haveeight daystobuyand read
thebooks you like the sound of
beforethe winnerisannouncedon
November 19.If you do feel moved
tobuy the shortlisted books, we
recommend using anew website
called Bookshop.org (see p45),
which hasunited loads of the UK’s
favourite independent bookshops,
including plenty in London, so you
canbagagoodread without helping
toline the pockets of some mega-
billionaire type.

- Nov 11. £5. membership.theguardian.com/
events

Home cooking

> Ma%%ie’s Christmas
Bake Off

Wasbananabread your gateway
bake into hardcore cake-making?
Putyour new-found prowess with
aballoonwhisktothetestin this
virtual Christmas bake-along
that’sraising money for cancer
charity Maggie’s. It’s hosted by
Rosie Brandreth-Poynter, a former
semi-finaliston ‘The Great British
Bake Off’, who'll teach you how to
make the perfect chocolatelogand
hopefullyindulge us with some red-
hot Paul Hollywood gossip.

- Nov 12. £10. www.facebook.com/
maggieslondon

© Borough Cooks Live

The ‘GroundhogDay’ effect is
now in full force as London’s
iconic Borough Market pivots
backtostreaminglive cooking
demonstrations. Thisedition
features food writer Skye McAlpine
teaching you how tomake a
flourless chocolate, chestnut and
rosemary cake - pretty useful if
essentials stockpiling startsagain.
- Nov 11. Free. www.boroughmarket.org.uk

Park walks for
winter

O = Greenwich Park

Parksare havingtheirmomentinthe
sunagain, beingthe only placeswe’ll
feasiblybe abletohaveasocially
distanced meet-upwith amate
nowwe’reinlockdown again. But
it'sgoingtobe anawfullot chillier

second time around, soratherthan
apicnic,abriskwalkwith aflask of
hottoddyisonthecards.South-east
London’sonly Royal Parkistheideal
backdrop for the swift-but-freezing
stroll. Strut through the grasslands
and woodlands,checkouta
tourist-free Royal Observatory and
Greenwich Meridian Line
(fromadistance),and
maketime foranatter
ontopofthehillthat
offersapanoramic,
‘Blade Runner’-style
view of Canary Wharf.
-> Greenwich Park.

O = Waterlow Park
Ifyouneedtochewthe
fat with a pal from another
household, there are more than 20
acrestowanderinthis Highgate
Cemetery-adjacent park, soyou

cangetintoeverythornylockdown

detail. Swap sourdough starter tips
around the edges of the park’s three
ponds, discuss your next Zoom
quizstrategy in front of the historic
Lauderdale House, orjust take in
the sweet sight of its handsome
auburn-leafed trees rustlinginthe
wind before you're back and locked
downinyour flatagain.

- Highgate Hill.

72 6 = Hollow Pond
Itwon’t take you
longtogetintothe
‘OMG, isn’t nature
beautiful’ phase
againonceyou find
yourselfbackinthe
greatoutdoors. One
London ‘if you know, you
know’ wonder that’s definitely
worth avisitisthiseccentric
Leytonstone park. Exploreits
gnarly, twisted trees thatlook like

Things to Do

Louise Bourgeois sculptures, its
swampy clearings, serene watery
poolsand the factthatthe pond was
entirely manmade by unemployed
Londonersin 1905.

-> Whipps Cross Rd.

O = Tower Hamlets
Cemetery Park

There’sno need tostay in watching
David Attenborough boxsets.
Head tothisdisused nineteenth-
century cemetery, which, thanks
toitsstatusasanaturereserve,

is packed with wild plantsand
animals. On the Friends of Tower
Hamlets Cemetery Park website
you’ll find self-guided audio
walks created by artists, botanists
and local people, ranging from
atmospheric story walks to sonic
mapsbringingto life the histories
ofthe peopleburied there.

-> Southern Grove.

OThe
Mermaid’s
Tongue

As a 16-year-old
Grand Theft Auto
meme once said:
‘Ah shit, here we
go again. We've
entered the
opening credits
of alockdown
sequel nobody
wants to starin,
but at least we've
learned a thing
or two. We know
that habitual self-
obliteration with

conspiratorial gothic
artheist. The worse
you are at following
clues, the more you'll
hear from Daisy.

For some people,
being tasked with
code cracking comes
with the same
dread as opening a
pure maths A-level
exam paper. What's
appealing about The
Mermaid’s Tongue is
that it involves another
important skill: online
research. If you've
ever spentan evening

wine deliveries isn’t sustainable. We know that
subscribing to every on-demand film and TV
service going isn’t enough to stay entertained.
And we know —in our very bones — that the
charm of Zoom quizzes has a shelf life of
approximately two weeks.

Thankfully, online entertainment has
improved a lot since lockdown part one, thanks
to interactive ‘experience makers’ like Swamp
Motel, who use a mix of theatre, storytelling,
gaming and puzzling to help people socialise
through a screen. Its latest, The Mermaid’s
Tongue, is essentially a computer-based murder
mystery where your ‘team’ plays detective. It
begins with an innocent online life-drawing class,
until increasingly urgent chat messages from
awoman named Daisy get you tangledupina

unearthing the Flickraccount of an old boyfriend
and listening to Myspace mp3s of a band even
he’s forgotten he was in —you have the chops
required to solve this mystery.

Sadly, if you’re the team member tasked with
‘sharing screen’, it can feel like you're bungling
a dull presentation in front of very impatient
colleagues: ‘Click on the CCTV link, no THE OTHER
LINK’. But Swamp Motel’s use of hammy acting,
horrortropes and personal text messages makes
the whole thing feel genuinely creepy.

You become invested in the ludicrous journey
in the same way you might get addicted to the
contorted plot of airport crime fiction, only this
way, you have someone else to talk to when the
story comes to an end. m Katie McCabe
- Until Mar31 2021. From £15pp. www.themermaidstongue.com
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Seven reasons
]

Thailand

should be on top of
- your 2021 travel list

Dreaming of a sunny escape?

Not only does this Southeast Asian
gem have very few Covid cases,

but you can also reduce uncertainty
by booking with Flight Centre

)
=

ot until 2020 hit did we truly

understand the meaning

ofthe phrase, ‘I deserve a
holiday’. Think about it: we literally
stayed inside for months. But now,
astheyeardraws toaclose,we're
finally able to plan for 2021. The
world is reopening and, right now,
some countries are ready for
visitors. We've teamed up
with the travel experts at
Flight Centre to tell you why
you really should consider
Thailand —in all its golden,
glimmering glory —for your
2021 adventure. And, most
importantly, we reveal why
booking with a travel agent adds
ultimate flexibility and peace of
mind in these uncertain times...




Thailand is a safe
place to visit
Thailand is handling the whole
pandemic thing incredibly well.
The country has a strong health
system —one that was ready
to engage in the fight against
Covid-19 after their experiences
with Sars in 2003. Mask-wearing
was encouraged from the start, and
lockdown and quarantine measures
were implemented quickly. Of the
70 million residents, only 3,800
cases have been recorded (at the
time of printing).

2 It’s the perfect escape
into nature
Postcard-perfect beaches are par
for the course in this coastal nation.
The southernislands, like Phuket,
Koh Samui, Koh Tao and Koh Phi Phi,
blanketed in emerald rainforest,

are perennial favourites. Butit's not
all sunbathing, diving and turtle-
spotting. Up in Thailand’s northern
province of Chiang Rai, visitors hike
through tropical forests, explore
caves, sail down the mighty Mekong
River and climb limestone peaks.

The beachresorts are

second to none
Ask any seasoned travellers for
top Thailand tips and they’ll tell
you that the southernisland of
Phuket is the place for pure seaside
bliss. Honestly, they’re not wrong.
By booking with Flight Centre, you
could stay at the Katathani Phuket
Beach Resort for eight nights —with
an extra four nights free — from
£1,069pp. Did we mention that’s
inclusive of flights? You can also
get great rates with Flight Centre at
other much-loved beach resorts like
Amari Koh Samui, The Vijitt Resort
Phuket and the Rayavadee Resort
in Krabi.

Katathani Phuket Beach Resort

4 Booking with Flight
Centre removes all
uncertainty

Now, more than ever, it’s so
important to feel secure in your
holiday plans —and that’s where
Flight Centre comes in. Ifyou

do need to change, postpone or
reschedule your booking due to
Covid-19 or changes in Foreign
Office advice, they won’t charge
change fees. On top of that, you
can pay a low deposit of £49 with
the final payment not due until six
weeks before departure.

5 Experts will tailor-
make your trip

Flight Centre’s friendly Travel
Consultants work closely with
partners around the globe, so
they’re armed with all the latest
travel advice during Covid-19. Not
only that, but they're passionate
about exploring; they’ll get to know
you, your travel style and your
budget to tailor-make a holiday to
suit. All their itineraries — like the
epic ‘Bangkok, Jungle & Beach’ —
can be fully customised, with flights,
accommodation and tours included.

SuratThani, KohTao

Advertisement feature

6 Responsible tourismis
abig focus for Thailand
In recent years, Thailand’s tourism
industry has stepped up its
commitment to sustainable tourism
(something that Flight Centre and
Time Out are equally passionate
about!). The hugely popular
elephant sanctuaries have been
more tightly regulated, but it’s still
best to do your research, and get
advice from your Flight Centre travel
expert before you go. Scuba diving
is still on the cards (particularly near
Koh Tao), but it’s best to choose a
dive school that helps to maintain
the health of the reef.

7 Enjoy world-class
drinking and dining
Think you've tried proper Thaifood?
Get ready for the real deal. You'll eat
well at any price point in Thailand
and in every region. Start your lazy
beach day in Phuket with hot flaky
roti cooked over charcoal, which
you’ll dip into a bowl of rich dhal.

In Bangkok, try the definitive pad
thai at Thipsamai, or sip cocktails
88 storeys above the city on the
revolving deck of Baiyoke Sky

Hotel. The charming northern city
of Chiang Mai has a food culture all
its own. Trust us: if you see gaeng
hanglay (salty, sweet curry often
served with pork belly) on the menu,
order it. You're welcome.

Visit Flight Centre online to

book, or chat to an expert Travel
Consultant on 0808 239 6981.

Baiyoke Sky Hotel

amazing

THAILAND
A\

FLIGHT

CENTRE
Al Favel, No worries

Book before November 30th, 2020. Blackout dates apply. Final balance must be paid no later than six weeks prior to departure. Changes can be made up to six weeks prior to departure without incurring Flight Centre
change fees (any additional holiday cost will be payable). Changes to alternative air carriers are not permitted. Normal change fees apply for changes within six weeks of departure. This promotion is in addition to
statutory rights. All other standard booking conditions apply as set out at www.flightcentre.co.uk/legal/booking-conditions.



Things to Do

Christmas
lights

© Oxford Street

Sure, 2020 hasbeen amaelstrom of
unprecedented events and non-stop
confusion. Butdoyouremember
2019,whenthey CHANGED THE
OXFORD STREET CHRISTMAS
LIGHTS? Outwent the giantbaubles,
incame 27 LED ‘light curtains’.
Thisyear, Londonersareinvited to
nominatetheir 2020 hero’toliterally
seetheirnameinlights, displayed
abovean eerily quiet Oxford Street
forseven full daysoverthe next
sixweeks.

-> UntilJan 6 2021. Free. Find out more at
www.oxfordstreet.co.uk

© Carnaby Street

Designedin collaboration with the
street’sannual Choose Love pop-up,
which hasraised millions forthe
charity Help Refugees, Carnaby’s
2020’slightsare made up of neon-
pinklightboxesthat run thelength
ofthestreet. They feature simple
slogansthatspeaktothecharity’s
message of hope, compassionand
solidarity, whichwecanall parkthe
cynicismtoenjoy, atleast for five
minutesor so.

- UntilJan 5 2021. Free.

Books to
your door

® New Beacon Books

Whenit first opened on Stroud
GreenRoad in 1966, New Beacon
was the first Black publisherand
specialist bookshop in the UK. Over
the summer, it saw asurge in the
demand for Blackliterature. But
this spike ininterest from white
communities cannot not begin
and end with picks from anti-racist
readinglists —shopslike New
Beacon need consistent support.
Right now, you can order books
through its website (for national
and international dispatch). Spend
the next four weeks with Chigozie
Obioma’s ‘The Fishermen’, Ngligi
waThiong’o’s ‘Petals of Blood’ or
the essaysand poems of Audre
Lorde for company.

-> www.newbeaconbooks.com

© London Review Bookshop
Avisittothis Bloomsburyshop
usuallyinvolvesthreethings:tea,
cakeand languorousbookbrowsing.
Thenatural orderofthingsatthe
LRBhasbeenscuppered, for now,
butit’llbeencouragingcontactless
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ONE UNMISSABLETHING

Once a year, Somerset House is given over to the artists who call the
building home (or studio, at least), but now the whole shebang is
moving online with a stream of five new commissions. Watching artists
writhe about on the gallery floor to trap music is much more fun in
person, but at least you won’t have to traipse there in the rain.

collection, aswell asorders from
itsonline shop. Ifyou're feeling
indecisive, the LRBsite hasregularly
updated recommendations. The
latest? Kevin Barry’s “That Old
Country Music’and “The First
Woman’ by Jennifer Nansubuga
Makumbi. Ifyou find yourself
doomscrolling, doyourselfa
favourand follow the shop on Twitter
forsome oddball bookseller humour.
- www.londonreviewbookshop.co.uk

O Persephone Books
Partbookseller, part publisher,
Persephonespecialisesinbooks
bywomen writers of the twentieth
century, reprinting theirworks
withitshallmark dove-grey covers.

Being Human Festival
=

-> Nov 12. Free. www.somersethouse.org.uk

Ithasbignames (Virginia Woolf’s
‘ARoomofOne’sOwn’) alongwith
rediscovered novelsthat would
otherwise have gone outof print
(like ‘Miss Pettigrew Lives foraDay’,
whichitpublishedin2001, and
waslatermadeintoafilm).Ithasa
subscriptionservice thatdelivers
onebooktoyourdooramonth (£132
fortheyear)oryoucanorderasingle
copy foraround £13 (notincluding
postage).Ifyoucanhandleit, the
shopwilldeliverallitstitlesin one go,
soyoucanturnyour houseintoyour
own personal Persephonelibrary.

-> www.persephonebooks.co.uk

Virtual
festivals

© Being Human: A Festival
of the Humanities

The study of ‘humanities’ covers
everything from modernlanguages
tophilosophy and anthropology,
socondensingitinto atwo-week
national festival soundslikea
Sisypheantask (always knew that
one Ancient Greekstudies class
would come in handy). But that will
notstopthe hundreds of researchers

and historiansinvolvedin Being
Human from delivering theirideas
with aseries of experimental online
events. For starters, visitthe Time
Machine cafétoflick through radical
publications from’70s and’80s
activists, takean audiowalk guided
by roboticvoices, listen to Neil
Gaimandiscuss the magical mind of
Terry Pratchettorbookaplaceata
creative writing class that’sall about
booze. It’sbroad, vague and full of
strange waystokillan hour-soit’s
arrived atjusttherighttime.

- Nov 12-22. Prices vary.
www.beinghumanfestival.org

© Kendal Mountain Festival
Did youbookanambitious hiking
holiday thathasbeen made
redundantbylockdown? Try this
online festival that will probably
paleincomparisontoyour plans,
buthave someinterestingstuff
goingonnonetheless. Atthe

virtual version of Kendal Mountain
Festival, you can watch adventure
docswith nameslike ‘Overthe Edge’
and ‘“Ten Thousand Bolts’ and get
tipson open-water swimming from
peoplewho have dedicated their
livesto freezing outdoor dips. If
you preferadventures thatinvolve
readingnotdoing, there’s free
event The Lost Spells, where writers

SOMERSET HOUSE: SAM WILLIAMS; BEING HUMAN: SWANSEA UNIVERSITY AND BEING HUMAN FESTIVAL



KENDAL MOUNTAIN FESTIVAL: © JAMES FRYSTAK; THE LINE: EMILY LOVELL; PARKLAND WALK: ANDY PARSONS

Robert MacFarlane and Jackie
Morriswill read to you from their
littlebook of natural spell poems.
- Nov 19-28. Prices vary.
www.kendalmountainfestival.com

Home parties

O The Spirit of Rave

What couldbringyou closertothe
bigpupilsand massagingbasslines
of’90srave culturethanlistening
toJeremy Deller calmly discussits
influence on British design? Well, a
lotofthingsreally, but this Design
Museum-organised chatbetween
Deller, fashion designer Martine
Roseand DJ Trevor Jacksonisbound
tofeature somedecentstories from
theglorydaysofacid house.Join
themonlinetofind out whythat
bigyellowsmiley faceissaying
somethingmuch moreinteresting
than ‘haveaniceday’.
- Nov12. £5.
www.designmuseum.org

© Queer House
Party ftYshee
Black, Blii
Romantic and
Black Peppa
London’sstreamed
micro-raveispacking
upitsspeakers and travelling
toBirmingham’s LGBTQ+ Shout
Festival. West Midland drag artists
like Black Peppa, Blii Romanticand
Yshee Blackwill bejoining the QHP
team for death drops, emotional
balladsand Lizzo lip-syncing by

Kendal Mountain Festival

thelaptops. You'd thinkwatching
extremely confident peoplein their
twentiesdanceto CardiBin pink
cowboy hats would make you feel
more alone, butthe Queer House
Party crew’s energy isimpossible
toresist. By 11pmyou’ll be mixing
cocktails with the last of your spirits
andtryingto high-kickto “WAP’in
yourKkitchen.

-> Nov 13. Free, register in advance.
www.facebook.com/queerhouseparty

London
Jazz Festival

O Conversations in the
Era of Black Lives Matter:
RevolutionaryVersus
Reactionary
Tostate the extremely obvious: jazz
musicwasbornand shaped by Black
culture, soit makessense that
EFG London Jazz Festival
willacknowledgea
summer defined by
BlackLives Matter
protests. Atthisonline
talkseries, journalist
and authorKevinLe
Gendre and guests will
discuss therole the music
industry hastoplayinthe
fight forequality. The firstin the
programme, Revolutionary Versus
Reactionary, willaddress how we
cantakethe conversations ofthelast
fewmonths, and translatetheminto
real, positive change.
- Nov 17. Free. www.efglondonjazzfestival.org.uk

Things to Do

THREE OF THE BEST

Asawalk, “The Line’ isneither straight nor
straightforward, but thissouth-east/eastart
trail - spanning three miles of waterways
—isallaboutdiscovery, with artworks
appearingand disappearingeach year.

-> Planyour route at www.the-line.org

Follow this disused tree-lined railway
onanature walk from Finsbury Parkto
Muswell Hill. Look out for the sculpture of
aspriggan by Marilyn Collins who pops out
ofthewall ofafootbridge in Crouch End to
laugh at passingjoggers.

-> Start at Finshury Park station.

Travel the towpath of Little Venice, pass
Regent’s Parkand walkright up to Camden
Lock. Theairwill be crisp, the leaves will
be crunchy, the narrowboats quaint and
multicoloured. It’s picturesque as hell.

-> Start at Little Venice. Full directions at www.tfl.gov.uk
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Things to Do

Gigs

© BST Hyde Park

Afteralong, wretched summer
almost completely devoid of live
music, youcanbetthat nextyear’s
festival season will feel that
bit more special than
usual. Satisfy your
craving for half-hour
portalooqueuesand

£6 pintsof warm
Carlingbybooking
forone of Pearl Jam’s
rescheduled headline
datesat British Summer
Time, with support from
PixiesandIdles.

- Hyde Park. Jul 9-10 2021. From £79.

O Solange

These days, the artist formerly
known as Beyoncé’s sister could
easily sell out stadiums, so this
intimateliveshowatthe 2,700
capacity Royal Festival Hall is not
tobemissed. Grabaticket while
they’restill available and take a seat
atthetable for araresoloUKdate
from Knowles, who’ll be performing
aspartofthe Grace Jones-curated
Meltdown festival.

-> Royal Festival Hall. Jun 11 2021. From £60.

Exhibitions

O ‘The Making of Rodin’
Tate Modern’s major summer 2021
exhibition will be emphasisingjust
howradical Auguste Rodin was.
Inasort-of ‘behind the scenes’
approach,it’lldraw attention to
theartist’suse of clay and plasterin
producing his best-known marble
and bronze works. It’'sagreat
opportunity tosee famousdisplays
from France’s Musée Rodin without
gettingon the Eurostar.

- Tate Modern. May 6-Oct 10 2021. £tbc.

© Ryoji lkeda

Japanese artist Ryoji Ikedais well
known for eye-melting installations
full of lasers and distorting patterns
of light. His biggest ever European
exhibition will be no different.

The subterranean show is meant
tomimicthefeelingofenteringa
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Fill your glass and/or boots with
these brilliant things to (hopefully)
doin2021

‘The Making of Rodin’

blackhole by filling tunnels with
strobe lightingand giant speaker
sculptures. If youwon’t go for
theart, go forthose sweet, sweet
external stimuli.

-> 180 The Strand. Early 2021. £15-£20.

© ‘Sneakers Unboxed:
Studio to Street’

The humble sneaker hascomea
longway since a certain Phil Knight
began selling Japanese track shoes
tocollege athletes out of the boot
ofhiscarinthe 1960s. Learn how
thefootwear phenomenon has
revolutionised sports, taken over
the catwalk and spawned a $2 billion
resale industry, at this collector’s
item of an exhibition featuring
cultclassics, limited releasesand
innovative new designs from your
fave trainer brands. Just make sure
towear your freshest creps.
-> Design Museum. From Apr30 2021.
From £12.

O Yayoi Kusama: ‘Infinity
Mirror Rooms’

From the Wellcome Collection’s
mistroomstothe Saatchi Gallery’s
selfie exhibition, to Olafur
Eliasson’s kaleidoscopic shadows
last winter, every year London gets
oneexhibitionthat’sjustbegging

tobeplastered all over social
media. These infamous mirror
installations from the treasured
Japanese artist Yayoi Kusama
will no doubt be next year’s most
Instagrammed show when they
returntothe Tate for the first
timesince 2012, alongside
photosand footage of her early
performance works.

-> Tate Modern. Spring 2021. £tbc.

Comedy

O Trevor Noah:

‘Loud & Clear’

Before he became the host of
‘The Daily Show’, the South
African comedian was astand-
up deliveringjokes on politics,
race and classwith nodeskto
hidebehind. See himlive and
unedited as he hits The O2 for this
rescheduled tour.

- The 02. Sep 10-112021. From £31.

O Stewart Lee:
‘Snowflake/Tornado’
Putting the word ‘snowflake’ in
thetitleofashowisasuresignit’ll
be packed with politically minded
jokes. Next year, the iconoclastic
Lee-acomedianright-wingers
lovetohate - will be tackling
confrontational materialin his
trademark cynical, patience-
stretchingrepetitive style.

-> Royal Festival Hall. May 18-23 2021. £22-£32.

Theatre

0O ‘Good’

CPTaylor’s1981 play abouta
supposedly decent, reasonable
Frankfurtliterature professor’s
eight-year progress tothe upper
echelons of Nazi Germanyisa
powerful warning for our times.
David Tennant will starin the
rescheduled run of Dominic
Cooke’snew staging of this

.\ unsettling piece of political

theatre.

From £20.

-> Harold PinterTheatre. Apr21-Jul 17 2021.
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JUSTIN DE SOUZA

SunTavern

Eleven elite bars delivering
cocktails toyour door

For Lockdown 2, many of these hotspots are winging booze citywide!

OurnumberonebarinLondon

isambitious asever, despite the
bumpy year. Bottled cocktails from
Tayér (the more elevated of the pair
inthistwo-partbar concept) are now
availabletoorder fromall around
the world viathe Whisky Exchange.
Therange of five special drinks
includesaSandalwood Martini
thatyoustoreinthe freezer before
serving—and that could probably
alsodouble aslockdown cologne
(inagood way!). Other cocktails
feature their very own range of

1 Tayer + Elementary

Muyuliqueurs. It’s seriously refined
at-homeimbibing.
- From £24.95. www.whiskyexchange.com

The SunTavern

Bethnal Green’s spirit-focused

boozer The Sun Tavern comes
fromthe folksbehind Umbrella
Brewing, sothey were quicktosuss
out how todistribute good liquorto
Londonersstayingsafe at home. You
can currently select two from eight
bottled versionsofthe classicsand
havethem delivered to your door as
partofafull ‘QuarantiniKit’ (nice!).

Choose fromthelikes ofan Old
Fashioned, aBoulevardierorevena
Banana Daiquiri (forget the banana
breadin Lockdown 2, you're gonna
need somethingstronger).

-> Kits cost £30. www.thesuntavern.co.uk

Kwant

Youcansitdrinkingone

ofthisluxe Mayfairbar’s
bevviesonyoursofainthe new
world order. Kwantisoneofa
handful of awesome watering holes

toworkwith drinks distributor
Highball Brandson delivery

35

service the Drinks Drop. Place an
orderanywherein London before
3pmon Thursdays, Fridaysand
Saturdaysto guarantee same-day
deliveryofa£7.50cocktailinan
extra-chilled pouch. The Kwant You
isanexceptional savoury take on
the White Negroni, featuringolive-
brine and sherry. Ooh, get you!
Fancyabar crawl? BlackRock, Dofia
Bar, Happiness Forgets, Satan’s
Whiskers, Trailer Happiness, Laki
Kane, Artesian and Swiftarealsoall
onThe Drinks Drop.

- £7.50 per cocktail. www.thedrinksdrop.com
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Food

Swift

While we can’timagine two of

Swift’s most famous cocktails
travelling especially well -one an
Irish Coffee and the otherasorbet-
topped Sgroppino -the Sohobar
still has plenty of intoxicating drinks
to offer by the bottle while its doors
stay shut. The Swift Bottle Shop sells
pre-batched wondersthatcanbe
poured overiceortopped with soda
orsparklingwine, from a Whisky
Highball toaSolstice Spritz. Bottles
varyinsize, buteitherservefive,
sevenor ten cocktails. Still desperate
forthatIrish Coffee, though? They
have aDIY kit for that, don’tworry.
- £28 per bottle. www.barswift.com/shop

Three Sheets

You know whatevery

lockdown needs? A magnum
of Negroni. Theteam behind
Three Sheets knows exactly what
itscustomers want right now. The
Dalstonbarisbatchingup cocktails
thatarethenbeingsentout farand
wide viasister barand restaurant
Top Cuvée’sonlinestore, Shop
Cuvée (made very famousduring
Lockdown1). Youcanalsoorderits
Earth Martiniand Old Fashioned, or

. -
Swift A"

theever-popular French 75, whichis
servedstraight fromthebottleinthe
bar, anyway.

-> Cocktails from £29. www.shopcuvee.com

Hacha

Yes, the Margaritamaybe one

ofthe easier cocktails to master
athome (tequila, triple sec, lime),
butit’shardtorecreate Hacha’s

n.,-% @

Mirror Margarita—-adrink Time Out
named thebestin London. Lucky

o VW
- You know
whatevery
~ lockdown
. needs?
Amagnum
of Negroni

-

foryou, then, that this Dalston bar
iswingingbottles of the cocktail to

doorsnationwide. Each packsin

fourserves ofthe see-through take
ontheclassic. Andiflimescan fight
scurvy, who knowswhatelse they

may be good for?
-> £70 for two bottles. www.hachabar.com

AQUA
SAYS:

‘Think of Lockdown 2.0 as the
opportunity to broaden your horizons.
Travel may be off the agenda, but
whether you're craving sushi or

deliciously unique Japanese dishes of
Aqua Kyoto or contemporary northern
Spanish tapas of Aqua Nueva from the

Delivery across London.

croquetas, you can now experience the

comfort of your own home via Deliveroo.’

Support our local partners.

THE ESPRESSO CARTEL
SAYS:

‘Find The Espresso Cartel in the heart
of Catford, close to Catford Bridge
Station. We aim to serve coffee that’s
like nothing anyone’s seen in Catford
before, bringing you the first official
speciality coffee shop in SE6. Perfect
coffee, tasty small plates, a beautiful
bakery, cool tunes and great friendly
service.

3a Doggett Rd, SE6 4PZ.

PARK CHINOIS
SAYS:

‘Park Chinois is here to ensure
Londoners are well fed, with exceptional
Asian dining delivered to your doorstep.
Available seven days a week between
noon and 10pm, take your pick of our
most celebrated dishes. A 2.5-mile
delivery radius is operated by Deliveroo
and Supper, whilst collection via Supper
is available for those outside this zone.’
19 Berkeley St, W1J 8ED.

d listing —

Q@ CAMDEN MARKET

CYBERDOG
SAYS:

‘Cyberdog Camden, aka the Mothership,
is a futuristic neon paradise that offers
an out of this world experience to all
visitors. So much more than just a store,
with live DJs and dancers on weekends,
and an intergalactic environment to
transport you into another world and
create a unique shopping experience.
Stables Market, Chalk Farm Rd,

NW1 8AH.
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Little Nan’s Bar
Mostbarsare focusingon
getting their polished drinks

topunters, but Little Nan’s Bar is
channellingits freneticenergy
intobringingthevibestoyours.
Itslockdown party bags and boxes
containallthebitsand piecesyou
needtothrowakitschbashinyour
own flat plus ajam-jar cocktail to
pour overice and enjoy. Youcan
also purchase or hire party props
withyourdrinks, if you wanttogo
all out (you totally should - when
willlockdown happen again, eh?),
orsnap up aChristmas party packto
makethat flatshare more festive.
-> Party bags from £27. www.littlenans.co.uk

Nightjar
Werecommendyouturnthe

lightsdown really lowand the
tradjazz musicupreally high when
enjoying Nightjar’s cocktailsat
home. Afterall, it’'llbe the experience
side ofthings you’ll miss the most
fromoneof London’sbest-loved
speakeasies. But the fantasticdrinks
canstillbeenjoyed by thebottle,
includingaBarrel Aged Zombie
containing four different types of
rum. Trysaying ‘speakeasy’ three
times fast after that. Sister speakeasy
Orioleisalsoinonthebottled act.
- From £15. www.speakeasyathome.co.uk

9 Bao Cocktail Rescue

Itfeelslike we could all do with

rescuing - from the humdrum,
mostly. Well, Bao has felt your need.
Therestaurant group branched out
into cocktail delivery earlier this
year, servicingmuch of north-east
Londonwith The Cocktail Rescue
—-and now it’sgone nationwide.
Futuristic-looking cocktail pouches,
each containing five pours, are great
forslinginginthe freezerincase
ofemergencies. For whisky lovers,
there’sahighball ora Milk Tea Old
Fasioned. Butoursisatantalisingly
tart-tasting Umeshu Negroni made
with plum sake.
- From £18. www.baolondon.com/shop

Hawksmoor

More lockdown cocktails
timeout.com/locktails

Little Mercies
Crouch Endlocals
and beyond canstill

beblessed with brilliantbevvies.
Five-star neighbourhood bar Little
Merciesisbatchingup someofits
memorable cocktails for nationwide
delivery. Add alittle sweetnessto
life athome with a pre-made Bellini,
aStrawberry Cake Sazerac, orthe
bar’smuch-loved White Chocolate
Old Fashioned, bottled to serve six
toeighttipples. Or gothe whole hog
and order athree-bottle bundle

for £75 - variety isthe spice of
lockdown, asthe old adage goes.

-> From £25. www.littlemercies.co.uk

Hawksmoor
London’s meaty
restaurant group

delighted locked-down Londoners
lasttime around with a Hawksmoor
at HomeKit featuring a steak the size
of'your face plusawholelot of booze.
Thistime - and given that we’re well
into Christmas party season —it’s
decidedtofurtherhoneinonthe
alcohol options. You canstill order
stomach-busting rib-eyekits, but we
recommend gettinginaround ofthe
bestbottled Martinis going. Orone
of four new cute canned cocktails
—idealifyou’redrinkingsolo (no
judgement!) - includingatwiston
the Cosmofilled with ‘natty’ orange
wine.® LauraRichards

-> From £12.www.thehawksmoor.com

Food

Here comes his deliver
from Timothy Taylor's...

Even if you can’t get to a pint of Landlord,
apint of Landlord can still get to you.

Deepinthe heart of our brewery in Keighley, Yorkshire, our packing
team are working hard, at a suitable distance of course. They're
carefully packing and sending out precious orders of beer from our
online shop. We stay true to our traditional brewing methods, but
thanks to the wonders of modern technology you can now order
beer directly from our brewery at timothytaylorshop.co.uk. You can
choose acase of your favourite Taylor’s beer, or any combination from
our full range with a pick and mix case. Our packing team will send
them to you anywhere in the UK, with free delivery. So even if you
can’t get out to enjoy a pint, you can still enjoy that taste of Taylor’s.

All for that taste of Taylor’s
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Shop so they
don’tdrop

As Lockdown 2 arrives, independent
London shops need your business right now.
Illustration Geo Law

KNIVES HAND-FORGED in
Kennington. Hot sauce brewed
up in Peckham. Fizz from Bethnal
Green (yes, really). Our city has a
great scene of independent makers
churning out amazing things. As
jewellery designer Carole Mourier
of Full Moon says, ‘London is a
great place to be a maker. There’s
inspiration everywhere: people,
buildings, colours, shapes, textures.’
Artist Linda Baritski aka Season
of Victory agrees: ‘No one comes
to London to take photos of office
buildings, they come for creativity.’
When Lockdown 1 happened,
London’sindependent businesses
were among the first tosuffer. Some
ofthemadapted: barsbottling
their cocktails, restaurants turning
their platesinto DIY kits. At Time
Out, we made acommitment to
champion London’slocaland
independentbusinesses. Our Love
Local campaign has gone global,
supportingthe placeswelovein
citiesacrosstheworld. Athome, we
have helped campaignstosavethe
Jazz Cafe, The Gun pub and Dalston
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Curve.Andwe gotyoutotellus
about the heroesround your way
who were makinglife bearable.

Lockdown 2 will bedifferentin
lots of ways. Frostier, with more
gravy and more adverts promoting
revolting perfume. Onethingisthe
same, though: our small businesses
need your helptoget them through
this. Sofor the next few weeks, we’ll
be highlightingsome of the London
makerswho are worthy of your
cash. Sackoffthebigboysand buy
something unique from somewhere
like We Built This City instead.
‘Indie makersarebeingtested, says
Milena Mackowiak of florist Stems
Wilder. ‘Shop small this Christmas.’

We'll feature independent shops
inthe magazine (and online). And
we want to hear from you about your
local makers. Dobtheminat
hello@timeout.com and we’ll tell
other Londonersaboutthem.

So, pouraglassofbubbly, shuck
anoyster with arazor-sharp knife
(careful), splash on hot sauce and
reflect onthe creativity of your city.
Thengetonlineand getspending.




WHAT MOTHER MADE: TOM JACKSON

Why not start with these...

Best for: reading matter
RoundTable Books
Inclusivity through beautiful
booksisatthe heart of this Brixton
publisher and bookshop, which
started lifeasapop-up. The public
crowdfunded until theshopgota
permanentvenue.

-> 97 Granville Arcade, Coldharbour Lane.
www.roundtablebooks.co.uk

Best for: tiny clothes

What Mother Made

What Mother Made’s range of made-
to-order childrenswear adheres
toastrict no-waste policy. Styles

are timeless, unisexand so cool
you’llwant towearthem yourself.
The good news? You can: itdoes
coordinating grown-up looks too.

-> 192 Well St. www.whatmothermade.co.uk

Best for: things to get muddy in
Outdoor People
Socialenterprise and education
campaigner Outdoor People
bringstogether the best from big-
brand favourites and impressive
independentsand producers
makingadifference. Thisisexpertly
chosen, high-qualitykit, without the
background noise of big retailers.

- Netil Market, 13-26 Westgate St. www.
outdoorpeople.org.uk

Best for: cool decor

Pophams Home
Anonlineextension ofthebakery,
Pophams Home carries thingsthat
make where you live undeniably
chic. Expect ceramics so good you’ll
want to go Greek with your existing
tableware and the mostbeautiful
dustpanand brush you've ever seen.
- www.pophamshome.com

Best for: lubrication
ForestWines
Untilyou'reabletoenjoyan
in-person visittothis E17 shop,
checkoutitsspeciality range of
natural, organic and biodynamic
wines. If that means we can sip our
way through Lockdown 2 and be
healthy(ish), we’rein.

-> 149 Forest Rd. www.forestwines.com

Best for: worth-it calories
Luminary Bakery
Creatingcareer training,
employmentand asafe environment
forvulnerable women, Luminary
goes farbeyond stunningbaked
goods, thoughitdoesthemtoo.
Crownyour next celebration with
oneofitsbeautiful sharingcakes...
ifyoucan managetochooseone.®
-> Camden: 47 Chalk Farm Rd. Hackney:

71-73 Allen Rd. www.luminarybakery.com

| —
LOVEOLOCAL

Time Out’s Love Local campaign supports food, drink and culture businesses
in London. Find out how you can help at timeout.com/lovelocallondon
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Nooks to
book now

We’ll all need something to look forward
to when this new hell is over — and these
winter-ready UK stays are cosy AF

WE MIGHT CURRENTLY be shut
up at home, but there’s no reason
not to look ahead to when breaks
are allowed again, to 2021 and to
a stress-free stay in one of these
comforting spots. At the best of
times, winter calls for a shameless
injection of cosiness. Don’t shy
away from it now - it’s what your
poor, 2020-beaten soul needs.
And if, during Lockdown 2.0, your
London flat refuses to transform
into something soothing however
high you crank the central heating,
this lot will do the trick. Just
stepping into these cabins and
cottages will feel like a big hug
(remember those?).

The fairytale one

A‘Hanseland Gretel’-esque
thatched cottage beside astream,
this place hasbeen perfectingits
vibesincethe fifteenth century. The
insideissuitably quaint, and there’s
awornvelvetarmchairbeside the
ancient fireplace forsittingand
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defrosting your toes after walks
alongthe nearby coastal path.

-> Philham Water Cottage, Devon. Sleeps two.
From £70 a night. www.sawdays.co.uk

The one right by the beach
Everyroom ofthisbougie cottage on
theedge of Lulworth Coveisabalm.
Itwould be asweet spotinsummer,
butdon’tunderestimate itswintry
appeal thankstoitsfireplacesand
squishysofas. Settlein and close
those original shutters on the rest
of humanity.

- Cove Cottage, Dorset. Sleeps six. From £700
forthree nights. www.lulworth.com

The really tiny one

Thisdinky cottage offersareally
stylish alternative to wearing
thermal underwear, with underfloor
heating, asunkenbath and atoasty
logburner. Stockup onlocal comfort
food from the nearby town of Holt
and you'reset.

-> Spinks Nest, Norfolk. Sleeps two. From £310
fortwo nights. www.airbnb.co.uk

Close
those
shutters
on the
rest of
humanity

The rustic retreat
I'sanotowhitewashed wallsand
artistically placed scented candles
here: Bush Cottageisall chunky
beams, darkwood panellingand
ahugeopenfire.It’sinapretty
isolated position too, surrounded by
hillsand ancient woodland. Thisis
cosinessinthestyleofaTudorking.
- Bush Cottage, Shropshire. Sleeps four. From
£227 for four nights. www.landmarktrust.org.uk



MOONSHINE SHACK: WWW.LIAMMORLEY.COM

The log cabin

Shitweather? No problem. You are
nearthecoast here, butifyouneed
tospend the day feeding the wood
burner ortoppingup the hot water
intheroll-topbath, goahead and
stayindoors. There’sahottubonthe
deckifyoucanbe persuadedtogo
outsideeveragain. No pressure.

—> Moonshine Shack, Cornwall. Sleeps two.
From £190 a night. www.airbnb.co.uk

The one with the outside bath

There’satrio of waystowarm
yourbonesinthiscedarcabin:a
logburnerinside, and outside, a
steamingbath bigenough fortwo
plusafirepit. Fresh carbs on arrival
(sconeswithjam)and pet-friendly
credentials add tothis place’ssnug,
smug feel.

- The Nook, Gloucestershire. Sleeps two.

From £139 a night. www.airbnb.co.uk

The historic hideaway
Expectbrick floors, wonky ceilings
and darkwooden beamsin this
characterful cottage, whichisone
oftheoldestin atmospheric Rye.
Luckilyit’sbeenupdated a fair bit
sinceits Tudororigins. There’s
central heating for starters, aswell
asdeeproll-top baths, open
firesand softlinen sofas
tosinkinto. Let’s

unwind like

it’s1556.

- Tudor Cottage Rye,

East Sussex. Sleeps six.

From £300 a night.

www.kiphideaways.com

The onein

aforest

Astayherehasthe

potential tobe ascosyaswearing
asleepingbagasacoatorawoolly
hatinbed. Neither of which will
benecessary. Surrounded by
woodland and looking out over
meadows, The Huthasan Aga
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Make grand 2021 plans at
timeout.com/daytrips

(basically acooker-cum-enormous
radiator) and awood burner with a
plentiful supply of logs.

- The Hut, Dorset. Sleeps two. From £114 a night.
www.sawdays.co.uk

The one with the views
Aneasyshortcutto feelingall

warm and fuzzy inside?
Watchingother people
dealwith miserable
weather when you
don’thaveto. This
plush cottagesits
rightontheedge
' of Mousehole
- harbour.It’sagreat
. vantagepointfrom
which toseethe waves
whiptheseawalls (along
with any unlucky walkers)
while you enjoy the underfloor

heating, thelogburnerandabig,
warmingglassofred.m

Ellie Walker-Arnott

-> Harbour Moon, Cornwall. Sleeps two. From
£118 anight. www.sandandstoneescapes.com
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Edited by Phil de Semlyen
timeout.com/film @timeoutfilm

Stre

AS HISTORICAL MOMENTS

g0, this is one of the biggest in
British politics. It is May 4 1979,
and the UK’s first-ever female
prime minister stands outside 10
Downing Street. Clad in starchy
Tory blue, she gives the excited
crush of newshounds her first
interview as premier. Tl strive
unceasingly to fulfil the confidence
and trust that the British people
have placed in me, she intones

in that unmistakable, stern-
schoolmarm voice, before quoting
St Francis of Assisi. ‘Where there
is discord, may we bring harmony,’

Time Out London November 10 — 23 2020

quc

Hide your milk, Magg
on to “The Crown’. Dan 0
Number 10 at Els r €

|
]

i

qi

she begins earnestly. ‘Where there
is truth, may there be... Oh fuck it!
I forgot that bit!” Beneath a heavily
hairsprayed ’do, the Iron Lady
melts into the laughing form of
Gillian Anderson.
Inseason four of Netflix’s
‘The Crown’, Anderson
becomesthesixthactorto
shareanaudience chamber
with Queen Elizabeth IT
(currently Olivia Colman).
Herotherhalfisthe
show’s creator, Peter
Morgan. ‘Oneday
hesaid: “Hmm.

Doyouthinkyou’d be able toplay
Margaret Thatcher?”” Anderson
recallslater. Tunderstood why he
asked.Imean, ThatcherandIhave

some similarities, whichIwon’t
sharewithyou.ButifIdidn’t

thinkImightbeabletodo
4 it,Iwould havesaid:
“How dareyou!”™

It’sthe pre-lockdown
bitof2020, and
Anderson’s remarkable
transformationisn’tthe
onlyoneinevidence.
We’re on the backlot
of Elstree Studios,

once hometothe ‘Big Brother’
house. Now it hosts a faithful
recreation of the PM’s black-bricked
gaff. Orrather, its ground floor.
Above and behindloomsahuge
greenscreen, onwhich the restof
thebuildingwill beadded via VFX.
Ontheotherside ofthelotstands
Buckingham Palace.Itisasifthe
two havebeen deliberately placed in
opposition,inakind of architectural
staring contest.
Whichisappropriate, when you
consider thatseason fourtackles
thetenserelationship between
MrsTand QE2:11yearsinwhich,

THE CROWN: DES WILLIE/NETFLIX; DEFENCE OF THE
REALM: MOVIESTORE COLLECTION LTD/ALAMY



‘Thatcher
and the
Queen
should get
onh - but
they really
don’t’

DIR. BENJAMIN CARON
DOP. ADRANO GOLDMAN ASC.

Denis + menace
The Thatchers
(Gillian Anderson
and Stephen Boxer)
at Number 10.
Below left: Olivia
Colman as Her Maj

thankstoThatcher’sdivisivestyle
and policies, there was rather more
discord than harmony.

“They’re twowomen who seem to
havesomuchincommon, butyetso
little, says executive producer and
director Benjamin Caron. ‘For their
firstaudience, Iwasinterested in
mirroring these two women, so you
getthesensetheyareverysimilar,
and should geton. Of course, asit
progresses, theyreallydon’t.

AsCaron pointsout, none ofthe
Queen’s meetings with her PMs were
everrecorded. He’swary, then, of
anyonetreating the show’saudience

scenesas historyratherthan drama.
But “The Crown’ does strive for
authenticity initsrecreation ofan
era—thistimeoutit’sthe’80s—-both
throughthose Elstree setsand the
useoflocations, many in London.
Aside fromthe palace, little of the
capitalis off-limitstothe show. ‘I
still pinch myselfthat we get to close
The Mall down,’ says Caron. ‘We had
Emma Corrin, who’s playing Lady
DianaSpencer, drivingalong it with
herhead outthe window of a taxi,
thereal Buckingham Palace behind
her. It felt quite cheeky.’
BackatElstree, 'mgivena
fascinatingtour of such oddly
familiar placesasthe Queen’s
chambers (herbedistiny) and
the Cabinet Room, dominated by
thatlongtable where so many big
decisions have been made.
For Anderson, itwasinitially
all quite overwhelming. “When
Ifirstcamein forawigfitting, I
was casually walking through the
Cabinet Room and this massive
roomwhere Thatcher’sdeskwas,’
sherecalls. Tsuddenly felt the
weightof whatIhad takenon.
Butthenshewastakenupto
the flatabove Number 10, where
the PM held meetings with her
inner circle (and whipped up
amean kedgeree). ‘Somuch
attention, effort, care, loveand
detailhad goneintoit, Anderson
says. Here, interestingly, her fear
dissipated. It was almost like, amid
the painstakingrecreation of this
semi-domesticspace, she found
Thatcher’s —dare we say? - heart.
‘There wassomething comforting
aboutwalkingintothatset.Ifeltlike
itwasall goingtobe okay.’
Andthat’sthekeyto ‘“The Crown’:
asmuchasit’saboutbig, historical
moments, it’salsoroyally personal.m
-> ‘The Crown’ season four streams on Netflix
onNov 15.
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Best Netflix series to stream at
timeout.com/film

Big suits, big hair,
big conspiracies

(1985)
Gabriel Byrne’s dogged
reporter uncovers a nasty
political conspiracy in this
classic Brit thriller and risks
life and limb to get the truth
out. Her Maj would be proud.
-> Amazon Prime.

(1988)

This Bafta-winning drama was
futuristic when itaired - it's
setin the '90s during the reign
of Charles Il - and its socialist
PM Harry Perkins would stick
it high on Jezza's watchlist.
- 40D.

(1984)
John Hurtis a Big Brother-
defying everymaninan
adaptation of George
Orwell’s dystopian
masterpiece that brims with
Thatcher-era dissent. Fun
fact: Eurythmics did the
soundtrack.
-> Amazon Prime.
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MY STREAMING SALVATION

| AM UHTRED, son of

9 Uhtred. You, too, are
E. Uhtred, son of Uhtred.
i , Weall are, because this

=" 47# " ridiculous, over-the-
top, ‘historical’ drama drags you
so far back into Anglo-Saxon times
that, before you know it, you’ll
be stomping around Hyde Park
with your shirt off starting fights
with passing Danish tourists and
downing pints of ale in your local
inn like it’'s AD899.

‘The LastKingdom’ tells the story
of Uhtred of Bebbanburg, the son
ofaNorthumberland noble (also
called Uhtred, as you may have
guessed), asheiskidnappedand
subsequently adopted by stinking,
rampaging Danes. Heisraised as
oneofthem, but-gasp!-what’s
thisbubblingup within him? Could
itbeafeeling of kinship with the
cowardly Saxons? It bloody well is!
And hewill spend four seasons (and
counting) tryingto make sense of
hisdual allegiances, protecting King

Culture editor Eddy Frankel on his
small-screen happy place

Alfred, butloving his Danish family
atthesametime. Oh, he’ssotorn!So
ripped, too. Seriously, Uhtred looks
greatwithoutashirt.

It’s full of historical tidbits that
will leave you frantically googling
whatbecame of Aethelwold,
Beoccaand Aethelred asthey have
adventuresin Wintanceaster,
Eoferwicand Dunholm
(Winchester, Yorkand Durham). It’s
alovely mixture of drama, warand
English history.It’slike ‘Game of
Thrones’ without the dragons, and it
feelslike awarm, safe furblanketin
frontofablazing hearth in the court
of King Alfred. A time before Covid.
Itwasalsoatimejuuuust beforethe
Black Death, though, so, you know,
don’tgettoo comfortable.

T'vefinished all four seasons
now, soI must now sit broodingly
by alake and sharpen my sword
until season five arrives, all while
mutteringeach episode’sopening
line: Tam Uhtred, son of Uhtred.” m
-> Available on Netflix now.

Time Out staffers pick the shows that are have got them through this year

The Whisperer in Darkness

The earnestness of ‘serious’ podcasts

isn’t for me, which is why | loved this witty
meta horrorcast from the BBC, the successor
t02018’s ‘The Case of Charles Dexter Ward'. It
reunites us with the hosts of Mystery Machine,
afictional podcast devoted to exploring unusual
true crimes. And once again, it's a modern spin
on an HP Lovecraft tale that manages to mock
the conventions of the genre while also scaring
the living heck out of you. Andrzej t ukowski

Unruffled

As someone whose child reached the

badlands of toddlerhood as this all started,
this one has been a life saver. With episodes
including Meltdowns at Bedtime, Why Is My Child
Behaving This Way? and Is It Okay Just to Stick
Them on eBay? (okay, made that one up), child
whisperer Janet Lansbury calmly talks you off
whatever ledge you're on at the time. Not only is
she expertin the dos (stay patient) and don’ts (run
away) of parenting in lockdown, her voice also has
powerful ASMR qualities. Phil de Semlyen
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You're Dead to Me

The downside of getting your knowledge of

the past via ‘Horrible Histories’ is that you
can end up seeingitjust as a series of factoids
about poop, gruesome deaths and mad rulers.
If that’s you —and, honestly, same —let me
introduce you to the BBC’s adult version. Greg
Jenner hosts 30-minute episodes on everything
from LGBTQ+ history to the Byzantine Empire.
When the chemistry is right between the guests
(a historian and comedian), there are some real
laugh-out-loud moments. Rose Johnstone

Dolly Parton’s America

America could scarcely be more divided but

Dolly Parton manages to unite people from
all political stripes in this podcast. And her life
story has so much to tell us about the workings of
American society —all of which host Jad Abumrad
uncovers in this nine-episode series. If you don’t
like her music, don’t worry —this is mainly for
people who want to get a better understanding of
what makes America tick. Although, yes, there
are some country bangers too. mAlex Plim

LAST KINGDOM: JOE ALBLAS/CARNIVAL FILM & TELEVISION LIMITED
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London’s independent booksellers
recommend thinky tomes to curl up with

vz  Men andApparitions

Picked by Sam Fisher,

Burley Fisher Books, Haggerston
‘Thisanarchically hilariousand
movingnovel by Lynne Tillman riffs
onautofiction and toxic masculinity.
Itfollows Zeke, an academic who’s made a career
studying family photo albums. The novel mixes
analyses of snapshots with episodes from hisown
life, whichis rapidly slippinginto crisis. It’snot to
bemissed.’

-> Peninsula Press, £12.99. www.burleyfisherbooks.com

B Bulishit Jobs: The Rise of
_— Pointless Work, and What We
Lzl CanDoAboutlt
v\ PickedbyNik Gorecki, Housmans
" '\ Bookshop, King’sCross
(T ‘The working world is grinding
toacrawlagain and thisbookbytherecently
deceased and much celebrated anarchist-
anthropologist David Graeber is the perfect
material to help you contemplate whether
goingbacktotheratraceisinanywaydesirable,
necessary, orinevitable.’
-> Penguin, £9.99. www.housmans.com

No Modernism Without Lesbians
Picked by Erica Gillingham,
Gay’sthe Word, Bloomsbury
‘Thisbook will keep you company
onthelongnightsahead.It’san
extraordinarytestamentto Diana
Souhami’slife’sworkasabrilliant biographer of
modernistlesbianslike Sylvia Beach, Gertrude
Stein, Natalie Barney and Bryher, who shaped
thewomen theyloved aswell asthe movement
of Modernism.’
-> Head of Zeus, £8.99. www.gaystheword.co.uk

There Are Places in the World
4 Where RulesAre Less Important
weleoe  Than Kindness
Picked by Lloyd Sowerbutts, Libreria,
ks Spitalfields
%~ 'Thiscollectionofarticles, written
over the past decade by Carlo Rovelli, one of our
age’s most inspiring thinkers, offersintellectual
adventures for the curious. Rovelli writes of poets,
scientistsand philosophers, as the widest of
terrainis covered. Perfect forwhen our physical
movementiscurtailed.’®m
-> Allen Lane, £20. www.libreria.io

45

Timeln

Use this new website
to support your
local indie bookshop

Browsing the shelves at your
local bookshop is one of life’s
great pleasures - thumbing
the tomes, snorting up that
new-papersmell like it's an
illicit substance, picking a
book you know you're going
to getlostin forthe next few
days - butit's a pleasure
that’s just been ripped

from our hands again.

But before you go heading
off to whichever mega-corp
online retaileris most
convenient, we've got

some news foryou: you

can still support your local
bookshop from the comfort
of your settee, sofa or couch.
There’s a new website called
Bookshop.org which has
united loads of the UK’s
favourite independent
bookshops, including a
healthy numberin London,
so you can still buy reading
material without your money
going to another billionaire
who’s only going to use it to
buy a new superyacht.

The website lets you buy from
shops like Burley Fisher,
Gay’s the Word, Tales on
Moon Lane in Dulwich and
the V&A andTate bookshops,
t0o.And if you can’t find what
you're looking for, places

like Daunt Books and Skoob
have totally useable websites
of their own for all your
literary shopping needs. So
really, you've got no excuse
to notlose yourselfin a good
book. It's not like there are
anypubstogoto.m

Eddy Frankel

-> uk.bookshop.org

- T

November 10 — 23 2020 Time Out London



Timeln

IT’S HARD TO imagine how a
functioning, healthy adult human
can fit videogames into their life
in normal times. Between work,
exercise, commuting, going to
the pub and having to pretend to
be interested when your partner
tells you about their day at the
office, you don’t have a lot of spare
time for killing Nazis or hunting
zombies. But lockdown has
changed all that, and videogame
sales have gone through the roof.

Aslockdown comesback for
anotherswipe at your freedoms,
youmightbe consideringfilling
your evenings with Xbox instead
of Netflix, so here’salittle primer
onthe mostimmersive gamingout
there: openworlds.

Thisisn’ttherigid platformer of
youryouth, therearenolevelsor
even set tasks, necessarily. Instead,
it’sallaboutlosingyourselfin
richly realised worlds. It makes for
aseriously absorbing experience
when done well, halfway between
afilmanda‘Choose Your Own
Adventure’novel —and youare
totallyincharge.

Red Dead Redemption 2, the
biggesthitofthe pastfewyears, has

A trio of table-toppers to see

you through lockdown
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Need to get out more? These colossal gamescapes

T
e y
Assassin’s Creed Origins

you playingacowboy meandering
around the Wild West. It’s popular
and very beautifully made, butit’s
also painfully slow. Maybe hours
ofhorse husbandryisyourthing,

maybeit’snot.

are there for the exploring

LEAVE MONOPOLY and Cluedo in
the cupboard: there are plenty of
great new kids on the block to see
you through lockdown. Dan Jolin,
editor of independent board-gaming
magazine Senet, picks three gems.

RRP £16.99.

gamers

Gameslike Assassin’s Creed
Origins and its follow-up, Odyssey,
placeyouinancient worlds -
pharaonic Egyptand Spartan
Greecerespectively —and are so
engrossing, you’ll feellike you're

For newbies

‘If you’re looking for a family-

friendly game that creates a
bit of party atmosphere, you could
do far worse than Codenames. A
word association game with a Bond-
esque spy theme, it splits players
into two teams. Each selects a
Spymaster, who must use single-
word clues to help identify that
team'’s hidden field agents from a
shared grid of word cards —without
revealing any of the otherteam’s
agents. It’s furious fun.’

For seasoned board

‘One of the biggest hits of last
year was Wingspan, which gives
each player their own picturesque

literally walking around the white,
sandy beaches of Kefalonia orthe
desertsof Giza. Where would you
rather be: stuckin your damp flat
inBarnetorsweatingin ancient
Greece? Exactly.

Elsewhere, recent hit Ghost
of Tsushima is a sword-waving
adventure through stunning feudal
Japan, and ifyou're after some
classic guns-outshenanigans, then
Metal Gear SolidV:The Phantom Pain
is pretty unbeatable.

Forsomethingless, you know,
kill-y, try the meditatively slow
Death Stranding, in which you play
apost-apocalyptic messenger;

No Man’s Sky, where you get to
voyage around the stars; or Legend
of Zelda: Breath of the Wild, which
willlet you relive all your nostalgic
childhood gamingdreams.

Andall thisbefore we've even
spoken about Grand Theft Auto, the
Mafiaremake, the Fallout franchise
orthe mostrecent Far Cry games.
Look, there’sabiguniverse out
there, and it’s full of open-world
videogames that you absolutely
won’tregretexploring duringthe
new lockdown. Happy trails.®
Eddy Frankel

habitat and tasks them with
filling it with birds, each of which
is gorgeously rendered on one of
the game’s 170 unique cards. It's
competitive but never vicious, as
you populate your ecosystem with
the appropriate avians and trigger
their specific abilities to score
points. This makes it a gentle,
engaging way to bring the great
outdoors into your living room.’
RRP £59.99.

For tabletop titans

‘Gloomhaven is a sprawling

medieval fantasy epic in a box
—and the best tabletop experience
out there right now. Each player
chooses a fantastical mercenary
and you work together to complete
tough, battle-based scenarios. Like
the best binge telly, it will have you
hooked for months. And if it sounds
too intimidating, its entry-level
version, subtitled Jaws of the Lion,
is a great—and cheaper—way to try
itout” RRP£149.99

- www.senetmagazine.com

ASSASSIN'S CREED: UBISOFT



Missing Thealre?

Pledge your support for theatre now by buying
Theatre Tokens so you can visit your local theatre,
or see your favourite show when they reopen.

The perfect gift for you or your loved ones!

Redeemable at every West End Theatre and at
over 260 venues across the UK

You can have total flexibility as there is no expiry
date.

TheatreTokens.com
Giving back to theatre since 1984



SMARTY

Simple, honest mobile

50cB

Unlimited calls & texts

£12

Was £15

Black
Friday

Ends
8 Dec

20% off. No contract.
Enough said.

(X SMARTY mobile ) AT






