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Year of the
takeaway pint

Hello,
London

Joe Mackertich . ..and 49 other thi
London Editor gﬂ / you-kn
@j_mackertich

Despite my notoriously miserable face I am an advocate

for positive thinking. Yes, this year sucked. Yes, almost

everything life-affirming about London was curtailed,
diminished or banned. And yes, now when I unintentionally

glance at a reflective surface, I see a disheveled, twitchy gnome
where once there stood a giant (or at least, a slightly happier
gnome.) But unless we find some way to feel positive about
the future, the present becomes a grim place indeed.

This year, unable to rely on the conventional triad of friends,
nice food and booze, Londoners had to find new ways to channel
positivity. And for some people that involved Time Out. If this
was you, then thank you. Thank you for letting us into your
life and allowing us to be the conduit that connects you to the
impossible, infinite, irrepressible city in which you live.

This week also marks my one-year anniversary as editor of
Time Out. Despite sub-optimal circumstances, I've had an
absolute blast. Chatting to you each week has been my way of
staying positive. And If I ruined your favourite magazine, well,
it was hardly the worst thing that happened this year, was it?
Unless it was. In which case I'm sorry.

THE EDITOR’S ESSENTIALS Three things you have to do in London
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Future
festivities

Three ways that 5G is going to
take Christmas to the next level

ou think this Christmas
Yis weird? Wait until we're

eating 3D-printed yule logs
and reading each other Christmas
cracker jokes written by Al. For the
last few months, we’ve been bringing
you the eyebrow-raising highlights
from Samsung’s podcast ‘Whatever
Next?’, which is all about the ways

=

5Gis already transforming (and
improving!) every aspect of our lives.
Hosts Dr Hannah Fry and comedian
Suzi Ruffell have taken listeners

on a wild ride through everything
from mind-controlled gaming and
thinking prosthetics to parties
where everyone’s a hologram. If you
haven’t listened to the whole series,
then we really recommend you get
onto that. The final, festive episode
is allabout 5G and Christmas,

and it’s loads of fun...

Stress-free shopping

Love it or hate it, we all know
that stocking up on gifts is about as
relaxing as untangling a big ball of
Christmas lights. Thankfully, with its
super-fast data processing speeds,
5G might just take the edge off. You
could puton VR glasses and allow
augmented reality to show you to
the location of your purchase —or
even create an entirely virtual store
to visitin the comfort of your home.
You could ‘try on’ a piece of clothing
without actually putting it on (no one
needs to know about that novelty
reindeer suit!), orin the case of
lkea’s Place app, virtually place
pieces of furniture in your home.

Given the, ahem, ‘quality’
of some of the Christmas
number one songs over
the years, we wouldn’t be
surprised if Al could write
the next festive chart-topper.
In this week’s episode of
‘Whatever Next?’, Dr Hannah
Fry and Suzi Ruffell will work
with experts (some human,
some not) to write and record
an Al Christmas song. But is
itany good? You'll just have to
tune into find out...

No more late deliveries

You know the feeling: it's two
days before Christmas and that
ring light for your Tik Tok-obsessed
little sister still hasn’t arrived yet.
Nightmare! Luckily, the roll-out
of self-driving delivery robots is
justaround the corner thanks to
companies like Starship. These
electric-powered little friends —
which use tiny amounts of energy
compared to delivery trucks —
autonomously bring your gift over
while you track the journey on your
phone. Not only will they make
deliveries more sustainable and
cost-efficient, but they’re also great
for those who may struggle to carry
their own shopping.

Bringing families
together
If 2020 has taught us anything,
it's that humans really, really like
being together—but it's not always
possible. TeslaSuit has invented a
piece of haptic clothing which allows
two people to hug remotely. Not only
that, but 5G will bring super-fast
internet to remote areas without
connectivity, so that your online
hangs don’t have to be so pixelated.

Listen to episode eight, ‘Festive 5G
hugs’, on Spotify, Google Podcasts
and Apple Podcasts.

- Search for the ‘Whatever Next?’ podcast today! s AM S U N G
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Wash your skin gently by

creating a soapy lather
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THANKS TO OUR FRIENDS AT BISCUITEERS.COM FOR BAKING THESE EXCELLENT, TOPICAL TREATS, PHOTO ANDY PARSONS

Edited by Isabelle Aron

@timeoutlondon

The year that took the biscuit

It’s been a year of rainbows, Zoom calls and debates over substantial meals. As it crawls to
its end, Chris Waywell reflects on the ways the pandemic has left its mark on the city

BACK IN MARCH, as the prospect
of London going into lockdown
loomed, my neighbours Creepy Jon

' e and The Shrieker sprang into action.

They got a massive fridge-freezer
dellvered by AO, and they added a Kryptonite
D-lock to the metal security gate across their
front door. Then they settled down to wait for
the apocalypse.

That seemsridiculous now.Imean, it seemed
ridiculousthen. Still, at that point no one knew
what was coming. My neighbours feared the
worst: after the inevitable collapse of society,
hordes ofzombies on nozwould roam the streets,
slavering after their frozen Cauldron sausages.

Inthe round-up shows and end-of-year articles
(includingourson pp12-22), 2020 will be the
year of the bogroll, the stockpiler, the face mask
andtheZoom call. It willbe the year of the NHS,
therainbow, the takeaway pint; of the graveyard
dailywalk, the park heatwave and alot of dashed
dreams, shuttered businessesand isolation.

I'mnotsurprised that most Londoners have
turned outtobe decent, kind, and community-
minded.Tknew that,I'djust taken it for granted.
WhatIamsurprised by is my capacity tobe moved
byit. Asacynical lifetime Londoner, the thought
oflovingstrangers for banging pans and dropping
offgroceries discomfits me. It’slikeI've been
givenaninchoatebaby, and 'm notsure whatto

7

dowith him. Tell him I'm there for him? Put him
up foradoption?Send him to the shop forwine?

InLondon, againstabackdrop of sufferingand
sadness, there have been innumerable acts of
kindness, love and assistance; righteous anger at
the Black Lives Matter protests, huge sacrifices by
our frontline staff. Everything good that hascome
outofthisyearhasbeenaboutsolidarity, sharing
andsociety, and everything bad hasbeen about
division, selfishnessand blame.

So,yeah,in20201haven’t madebest friends
with my neighbours (not those ones anyway,
thank Christ), but I have got an exciting new
relationshipwith London and its people.

Which, all things considered, isn’ttoobad.m

December 15 2020 Time Out London
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Time Out readers share snaps
of festive window displays in
their local neighbourhoods

Matthew Scott,
Co-founder,Hot4 U

Unabashed optimism to set
you up for2021

Londoners who launched new businesses in the
pandemic share their tips for positivity

‘@cheeseshopmuswellhill looking
so gorgeous and festive.’

9090

i Y T4

NIGHT
Imad Alarnab Founder,Imad’s Syrian EricYu Owner,The LastTalisman - -BETORE ¢, - =%
Kitchen ‘Youneedtobebold, brave and ballsy when - G{R[ﬁmkﬁ
‘My time spent travelling across Europe and openinganew venue, whether that’sduring | : L
inrefugee campsin Calais gives me aunique apandemicor not. Stay true to your concept @joﬁboyru:sell ¥
perspective.Itrytobeoptimistic, evenindifficult —andtrustyourinstincts, there will be lots of y .
times.I'velearned that peoplearesurvivorsandI ~ opportunity once we come out the otherside of ‘Congrats @graceandthorn, so spot
know thatwe’ll get through this.’ all of this. Think glass half-full, not half-empty.’ on. Christmas window of the year!’
George Hartshorn Co-founder,The Farrier Matthew Scott Co-founder,Hot4 U
‘You haveto find the positives. Onesilver lining ‘We created Hot4 Uto spread positivity through
of Lockdown 2.0? The build process of our venue food when the pandemic hit,and we’ve learned
didn’tinvolve manoeuvringa200-kilomarble thatifyou keep each otherand those around you

bartopanda 500-bottlewinerackthroughhordes  optimistic, good thingscan happen!Havinga

of shoppersin Camden Market —ourbuilders are routine, of sorts, can help too. Starting the day
thankingusforthat. Thisisn’tthefirstorlasttime  withanespressomartiniand afried-eggsandwich
peoplewillbounce back from difficult times.’ hasseenusthroughthisweird old year.’m

‘Shoreditch, London
#christmaslights.

LONDON MAKERS

Launched in Lockdown 1 by Elephant
and Castle-based Ricki Lawal, Selfmade
Candle produces hand-poured candles
with eco credentials. The labels are
‘seeded’, so you can plant them in the -

jar when the candle’s done burning. ‘Beautiful Christmas window at our
- From £24. selfmadecandle.com favourite Ealing chemist.

= @retuned_style_amanda_ jei: .

Wantto see your picsin
print? Use #timeoutlondon

Time Out London December 15 2020 8
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.~ Weekend Christmas Market at Eccleston Yards R
*! Christmas shopping at independent shops and boutiques =1
f Festive feasting al fresco and indoors
..And the most Insta-worthy lights in London

Scan the QR code to find out more
1
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For more information visit:
Mayfairandbelgravia.com/Christmas-in-Belgravia

#FindYourBelgravia | @Belgravia_LDN | @EcclestonYards
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City life

WHAT | OWETO LONDON

West End trailblazer Arinzé Kene on
how the city has shaped his work

ARINZE KENE MOVED from Lagos, Nigeria

to Hackney in the *90s. He rose to fame with
‘Misty’, his one-man show about a Black man’s
experience of gentrified east London. When it
transferred to the West End, Kene became only
the second Black British playwright to stage a
play there. He’s appeared on screen alongside
Michaela Coel in ‘Been So Long’, stars in the just-
released film ‘T'm Your Woman’ and will play
Bob Marley in new musical ‘Get Up, Stand Up!".

Before anything, I’'m Nigerian. That’s mytrue
home. But London does feel like home. The older
Iget, the moreIappreciate it. When you grow up
here youtake for granted how multiculturalitis.

The first thing | noticed about London was how cold
itwas. Iwas fouryearsold and Imoved here with
mythreesiblings. Thadn’tseen mydad forayear.
He cameto London first, working asacabdriver
topay forour plane tickets. Welived inaone-
bedroom flatin Hackney.

London is my favourite city. It’s been a gift to grow
up here, work here and be influenced by the city.

Time Out London December 15 2020

I had my first kiss in Hackney Downs Park.Iwas 12,
hername was Amandaand we metinthe park—
shewas my first summer love. Ispent many days
and nights playing basketball on the courtsthere
too.It’swhereIfirst dunked abasketball.

I could see a change happening in Hackney.
EverytimeIcamebacktovisitmy mumwhen
Igotolder,I'd have conversations with people
T'dbumpintoonthestreet. Alot of people were
movingout of the borough; they didn’t feel like
Hackneywastheir home.

I wanted to speak about gentrification and the
things that we’ve lost. That’s why I moved backto
Hackney and wrote ‘Misty’. Ifeltlike Ineeded to
put pentopapersolcouldtell thatstory.

I was an involuntary whistleblower. Being the
second Black playwright with ashow in the West
End feltlike something that wasinflicted upon
me, notbestowed. Idon’t mean thatIdidn’t want
tobe, Ijust meanit wasn’tup tome. It feltlike my
show highlighted the fact that the industry needs
tochange.Itwasarude awakening for theatre.

10

Performing in‘Death of a Salesman’ at the Young
Vic was a career highlight. It meant somuch tome.
[Young Vicartistic director] Kwame Kwei-Armah
islike myuncle - he’s my mentor and one of my
idols.I’'velooked up to himsince Iwasveryyoung.

‘Get Up, Stand Up!’ being delayed gives me more
time to study Bob Marley and what it’slike tobe
arasta. We're fortunate that the showisloved by
lotsof people already, even though we haven’t had
one performance yet.

[Diversity in] theatre is better than it was 50
years ago. But there were good times that went
away before, like the Black theatre companies
thatexistedinthe’70sand’80s. Let’skeep our
eyesonthe prize, because while everybody’s on
the dancefloor, someone could be nickingthe
freaking coats. B Interview by Niellah Arboine.
- ‘I'm Your Woman’ is on Amazon Prime. ‘Get Up, Stand Up!’ is due
to open at the Lyric Theatre in June 2021.

Formore unique looks at London life,
head to timeout.com/stories

PORTRAIT: ANDY PARSONS



Expetience yous

MAYFAIR

Welcome back to Mayfair at the most magical time of year.
From world class dining, shopping experiences for every budget
to streets that are glowing with festive joy, Mayfair is a spacious
and welcome destination for all this Christmas.

Scan the QR code to
find out more

[=17:R =]

For more information visit: L
mayfairandbelgravia.com/experience-your-mayfair e

#experienceyourmayfair | @Mayfair_LDN
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A look back at
moments of joy
and excitement
from an ultimately
strange and bad
year. Interviews
Paula Akpan
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1 The city’s cornershops
are heroic

Around the second week of
March, supermarkets were
swept clean of the basics. All
that wasleft? Nescafé, rollmop
herringand taramasalata -
pilesofthestuff. That’snoway
tolive.So,thank God forthe
cornershop. Spices? Got’em
all. Looroll? Er,dowe! When
everyone wasyellingabout
shortages, theselittle guys
hadourback.

- Find chefs’ favourite cornershops in
London at timeout.com/locallifesavers

Wine subscriptions

aren’tjust for
Waitrose types...
...They’re now atitan-sized
trend, the outcome of the
city’sbars, restaurantsand
wine shopslayingdormant.

@00

‘You can still
find unexpected
pockets of joy’

Mile End Park

Picked by Ife Akinroyeje,
founder of Wanderers of Colour

‘Mile End Park and its canal became central to

so many of the things | did in lockdown. I'd go for
strolls that could last up to three hours because

the canal just goes on and on and it’s so beautiful.
It's so peaceful but it also so communal: there’s a
community there and you feel it. In June, | went for a
really long walk with my housemates, and on our way
back, there was someone playing music on one of
the balconies. They were DJing and had big speakers
that were booming techno in the sun.We dropped our
bags and started dancing and all of a sudden, other
people around the park did too. It was just such a
nice moment to be like, okay, let’s dance in the sun
and remember that there’s other people around. We
understood that we'd all gone through a tough time
but could still find unexpected pockets of joy.’

- Clinton Rd, E3 4QY.

Pioneered by thelikes of
Crispinand Top Cuvée, now
there’sawhole host of start-
ups, from Oranjto The Sorting
Tablesendingout curated
casesof natty vino—ideal ifyou
don’tknowathingaboutwine
exceptthatyoulikeit.

- www.crispinlondon.com

London’s pollution

problem is solvable
When flights were grounded,
roadsquietandalarge
proportion of Londoners were
working/havingexistential
crises from home, scientists
recorded significantdropsin
pollutant nitrogen dioxide.
Readingsalsosuggestthe
capital sawadropintoxic
carbon emissions by almost
60 percentbetween the start of
March and May 2020.

13

Drag queens
are our city’s
innovators

Three stars who
got creative in
lockdown

DollyTrolley
launched virtual
drag aerobics
sessions. Like Joe
Wicks with sass
and'80s lycra.
- www.
dollytrolleydrag.com

The Amused
Bouche did meal-
kit deliveries with
a side of dramatic
doorstep musical

numbers.

- @theamused.

bouche

Activistqueens
like Shakona Fire
used their platforms
toamplify the
Black Lives Matter
movement.

- @shakonafire




2020, begone!

Pies can be objects of desire

Yer man Will Lewis was puton furloughin

lockdown. Unlike alot of us, the St John and

Bratveteran didn’timmediately begin binge-
watching Studio Ghibli films. Instead he started what can
onlybedescribed asanascent pie empire. Made in Will’s
kitchen, and delivere by his mates, the pies have become
thetalkofthetown. The menuisever-changingbutthe
ethosremainsthesame. Piesarelife. Piesarelove.
- www.willyspies.com

7Andrew Lloyd Webber
will never ever die

Love himorloathe him for
hismusic, politics, etcetera,
thereisnodoubtthat ALW has
donehisdarndesttotryand
savethe UK theatre industry:
asavocal advocate in front of
the cultural select committee,
and by ploughing £100k of
his—admittedly substantial
—fortuneintotrickingout

the Palladium tobe social-
distancingcompliant. The
frontage of the Gillian Lynne
Theatre, whichisdueto play
hostto his next musical,
‘Cinderella’, currently bears
theline ‘openingspring 2021 -
ifthey’llletus!’

-> 166 Drury Lane, WC2B 5PW.

Londoners care

deeply about toilets
Thiswastheyearofthe wild
wee. With publictoiletsacross This cit
the capital closed, people hasaLOT
answered nature’s call, well, of classical
innature. Fines for public music
urination were handed venues

out, people campaigned
enthusiastically for the return
of publictoiletsand, once
WCsacrossthecitystarted
reopening,amap of London’s

With crushing

loads of people
into a room off
the cards forthe

publiclavs went viral. forseeable, seated
culture has had its

9R056 Glass might momentin the sun.
be the capital’s most One of the biggest
exciting film director winners? Classical
While everyone was busy concerts popping

tweetingabout Christopher
Nolan’sbaffling ‘“Tenet’,

up all across town.
Chamber music

anothermuchless heralded spotWigmore Hall
Londonerwasdoing herbitto was one of
save cinema.Rose Glass, an the few music
LCCgrad, wasthe mastermind venues to reopen
behind theimmaculate in September.

Meanwhile there

are also Spotlight
Chamber Concerts
inWaterloo.We're
all highbrow now.

spiritual horror ‘Saint

Maud’. Comparisonswith
Ingmar Bergman and Paul
Schrader camethickand fast -
and deservedly.

Time Out London December 15 2020

1 1A global pandemic
was all we needed

to make Londoners
(perhaps inadvisably)
talk to their neighbours

In 2020,
Alexandra Sims
went from not
knowing her
neighbours

to getting
shitfaced with them

InthesevenyearsI'velivedin
my flat,Ineverdreamed I'd

be drunkenly crawling out of
my downstairs neighbours’
doorat 3am after sixbottles of
wine overdinner. But, that’s
exactlywhat happenedin
July. Until thisyear, I'd only
known my neighbours as
thevaguely familiar facesI'd
mumbled odd greetingstoin
thehall, oranameonaparcel
I'dsigned for. Allthatchanged
in2020. Aswe spentmore
time athomethan ever before,
our meetingsinthe hallway
becameadailyoccurrence.
Then hallway chats turned

intocupsoftea, teaturned into
dinnerand before we knew it
we were drunkenly singing
alongtoPrinceintheearly
hoursofthe morning. When
surrounded by uncertainty, we
tend toclingtothose closestto
us, and for most of usthis year
that’'sbeen our neighbours.
We’ve cometogetherin
camaraderie againstthe
difficulties 2020 threwat us
through Covid Mutual Aid
groupsand friendly messages
onourlocal Facebook pages
and neighbourhood apps. I
signed up tomylocal Nextdoor
appgroupinMarch, and
overthelastfew months,I've
seenneighbourshelpeach
otherby collectingshopping,
swappingsourdough starters
and helpingwith DIY jobs.One
manwho lives by me posted
amessage sayingthe sight of
houses with Black Lives Matter
postersinthewindows had
made him feel moreathome
inourneighbourhood than
ever before. IfIdidn’t feel pride
inmylittle corner of London
before,Icertainly donow.

WILLY’S PIE: ANDY PARSONS
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_ The new Audl Q5.
_Wlth OLED rear light technoLogy

Future is an attltude

Official WLTP fuel consumption figures for the-new Q5 range in mpg (L/100km): WLTP Combined 31.0 (9.1) - 44.8 (6.3). WLTP.CO2 emissions: 165 - 206g/km.
Figures shown are for comparability purposes; only compare fuel consumption and CQ: figures with other vehicles tested to the same technical procedures. These figures
may not reflect real life driving results, which will depend upon a number of factors including the accessories fitted (post-registration), variation in weather, driving
styles and vehicle load. Data correct at 22 September 2020. Figures quoted are for a-range of configurations and are subject to change due to ongoing approvals/changes.
Please consult your Audi Centre for further information. Image for illustrative purposes only. Model shown includes optional extras.
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school ones’

Adana

Picked by Brodie Meah,
co-founderofTop Cuvée

as cheese.

wife or close friends.’
-> 25-27 Green Lanes,N16 9BS.

12‘The best
placesin
London are the old-

‘I live in Bethnal Green, so when |
cycle to work in Highbury, | go through
Stoke Newington. During lockdown, that
cycle between home and work became quite
afocal point of my day. Along that route is this
gozleme place, Adana, a huge restaurant on
Green Lanes thatyou can’t miss.

‘With things being so busy at work, we
don’t really have time to cook for ourselves,
so it became my go-to for picking up delicious
freshly made food for the team. It’s just the
right balance of fast food, kind of greasy but
not too bad because it's got spinach as well

‘For me, this period has allowed me to look
at my lifestyle and realise that we sometimes
get sucked into going out to the fancy new
wine bar but some of the best places in
London are these old-school places with
genuine hospitality and simple, flavoursome
dishes. | realised that these are the places |
want to go to spend time and money with my

1 3 Electric vehicles are

the future (just not
the ones we expected)
Inayearof ‘travelling as far
aswe canwithoutgettingon
publictransport’, E-bikesand
scooters cameintotheirown.
Lime, forexample, reported a
127 percentuptake in E-bike
ridesbetween March and
October 2020.

1 Notevena
pandemic can keep
us away from a car-boot
Ooh, old tat. Touched
by hundreds of grubby
unsanitised hands over the
years. Justwhatyouneed
duringaviral pandemic. Only
itis, apparently. Answering
demand, Peckham Car Boot
carried on virtually through
lockdown, runningitssales
online withsellers DMingin
theiritems. The spirit of Del
Boyliveson.
-> @peckham.carboot
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1 5East Londoners will

queue for plants...
When ColumbiaRoad flower
marketreopenedinJuly, the
queueswere huge. Like, really
big. Think of the line that forms
outside Palaceonadropday
or Dishoom on aweeknight,
exceptit’sToast-clad couples
waiting for cactiand cheese
plants. We did all have bleak
wfhset-upstobrighten up tbf.
-> Sundays. Columbia Rd, E2 7RG.

1 6...And for pastry too

eguarantee, ifyou
gotoPavilion on Broadway
Marketright this minute,
you’llfind atleast five people
standing waitingto get their
handsonacardamombun.
It’sbeenthatwaysince
lockdownstarted.
-> 18 Broadway Market, E8 4QJ.

1 Theatre audiences
are MASSIVE

Theatre hasareputationasan

elitistartform. But make it free
towatch (and force peopleto
stay at home for five months)
andsuddenlyitsaudienceis
huge: the National Theatre’s
weekly free streams of plays
achieved atitaniccombined
global audience of 15 million.
Now, ifwe canjustgetallthose
peopleintoactual theatres.

-> www.ntathome.com

16

Walkingin
Londonis
truly great

The three types of
Londoneryou'll see
taking a stroll

The
overstretched
work-from-
homer
You'll spotthem
outat4pm,
aftertheyfinally
manage to tear
themselves away
fromZoom.They're
wild-eyed and
stompingthrougha
15-minute circuit,
Slacking as they go.

The
overprepared
hiker
Assoonasthey
realised walking
was goingto be
abigdeal,they
fired up Blacks
and splashed
out£8000na
mountaineering
‘performance’
jacket.They largely
spendtheirtime
circling Hyde Park,
sweating profusely.

The mulled wine
walkers
They're looping
Broadway Market
in big fur coats and
lipstick like they're
Victorians taking a
‘turn’.Glam.Butin
30minutesyou'll

find them power-
walking home,
desperate fora piss.
We all love the
goddamn NHS

Furloughed Foodies, Meals

forthe NHS, The Felix
Project, Yard Sale, Crosstown Doughnuts
and more provided thousands of meals
for NHS frontline staffin lockdown.
Change Please, a programme that helps
gethomeless peopletrained asbaristas
started doing free coffees for NHS staff. So
did Grind and Paul Bakery. God, we're all
sonice, aren’twe?

BRODIE: ROB GREIG; NHS RAINBOW: MARIA WAN/SHUTTERSTOCK
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2 OLondoners will
standin the
freezing cold for a pint
The consistently good weather
inLockdown 1 meant that
when the takeawaybeeridea
emerged, thetrend popped
off. Somebody even created
amap thatplotted those pint
pick-up points. Did we foresee
itlastingintothe winter? Not
necessarily. Butsome canny
boozers-from The Red Lion
and SuninHighgatetoThe
Pelton Armsin Greenwich -
even started flogging takeaway
mulled wine, too.
- More at www.timeout.com/mulledwine

2 Outdoor artis
essential to the city
Turnany corner inthiscity,
and you’ll probably bump
intosomeart. It’salways been
there, butoutdoorartcame
intoitsown duringlockdown.
Beingstarved of galleries,

Time Out London December 15 2020

peopleflockedtoseethe
BarbaraHepworth ontheside
of John Lewisortowalk The
Linesculpturetrail. Youjust
can’tstop Londoners from
lookingatart.

22London cando
drive-in cinema
Drive-in cinema always
seemed like something
the Fonzwould
gotoonabalmy
Americannight.
Butitturnsout
it’s something
youcanalsodo
inalightdrizzle
inHendon. The
drizzle aside - peering

ata filmthrough afogged-
upwindscreenisnotgreat
—itfilled agap foranyone
yearning forbigscreensand
bigsnacks. Obviouslyalotless
soifyoudon’thaveacar.

- www.timeout.com/driveincinema

2 Soho’s streets
can look as sexy
as Paris’s
Justintime forthe UK’s
July 4 celebrations (not
Independence Day, butthe
reopening of hospitality
afterlockdown), Sohowas
giventhe green light for
pedestrianisation. Officially,
the plans were dubbed
the ‘SohoSummer
Street Festival’. Cue
Daily Mailhorror
headlines. But
the transformed
areaactuallyhad a
rather Continental
vibe: demi-pints
outside The French
Houseandthelike.

2 Towpaths are ace
ballet venues
While London’s great stages
were shuttered, agroup of
furloughed Royal Ballet

18

dancerstook mattersintheir
ownhandsand started staging
impromptudance showsalong
the Regent’s Canalin Hackney.
Forthedancers, it wasaway to
perform. Forthe public, it was
ararechancetoseelivedance
for free. It’snot often you hear
peoplescreaming ‘One more
dance.One moredance!’ neara
lightindustrial estate.

2 50ur parks can
double as ggms,
WeWorks and clubs
AsCovid upended ourlives,
parksbecamethe centre of
everything from socialising
tosocialchange. They were
settings for birthday parties,
work gatherings, alfrescogym
classes, impromptu concerts,
even protestsand illegal
raves. Weended up spending
somuchtimeinthem,some
parks putupsignstellingusto
gohometousetheloo.

Itis
possible to
go clubbing
sitting down

With nightclubs a
no-go,Londoners
turned to the next
best thing. Er,
sitting down to
listento DJsplayin
courtyards?

The Cause
Itrolled out more
seated events
thisyearthan
Borisrolled out
confusingrules.
Its best shout?
Queertechno
nightAdonis
became cabaret
showTouché.
-> Ashley House,
AshleyRd,N17 9LZ.

Brixton
Courtyard
The bit outside
Brixton Jamm
became a hub of
good street food
and great DJs, with
aline-up curated
by Percolate.
> 261 Brixton Rd,
SW9 6LH.

NightTales
Once abeer
garden, itbecame
anactual venue.
Its USP?You're
allowed to dance
there... solong as
you wear a mask
and stay within a
marked box.
-> 14 Bohemia Place,
E8 1DU.

ILLUSTRATION: CATHAL DUANE
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Mahdis Moghadam, owner of Piacere restaurant, London

Google is providing free 1-to-1
mentoring to help your business adapt.

We're helping businesses across the
UK adapt to new ways of working.

Find free tools for you and your

X 7
business at g.co/helpforbusiness

@ Video call with
Google Mentor

Today « 12.00 - 13.00

£ 10 mins before

o 2Quests
S ) ves



Online
shopping
doesn’t have
to be evil

Indies took on the
Internet proper
this year

For food
Borough Market's
online shop
expanded to
offer nationwide
delivery for
Lockdown 2.
- www.goodsixty.
co.uk

For books
Pages of Hackney,
TheWord and
Stokey Bookshop
pivoted to delivery.
Many shops
offered free local
drop-offs.

-> uk.bookshop.org

Forwine
Peckham Cellars.
launched its
delivery service in
lockdown 1, with
same day drops.
- www.
peckhamcellars.co.uk
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27 ‘You can travel
the world
virtually’

Otherworld

Picked by Leyla Reynolds, curator
and creative

‘This virtual reality arcade is the best place I've

ever been despite me not really being a gamer gal.

| initially went on a date there very early in the year
with someone awful but | ended up adoring the

place. You get a headset you put on alongside a lot of
sensors and then you can play a variety of games. It’s
great for escapism. Like obviously | couldn’t travel
this year but there’s a Google Earth setting where
you can just bound around the world. It feels like an
adventure during a time when you're quite terrified

of most actual interactions with people. I'd love to
see more digital interactivity in arts spaces. | know
there’s so much more we could do.’

- 336 Acton Mews, E8 4EA.

29 Londoners love 3 The city’s

their cinemas homelessness
Dalston’s Riosold nearly problem s fixable
8,000 memberships Whenthe UKwentinto
between March and August, lockdown, the government
while the eccentric Prince managed toimmediately

Charlesreceived £70k of
advanced salesahead of its
Octoberreopening.

rehouse London’s homeless
population. Something
they’d previously claimed
itwould takeyearstodo. It
30Nicholas Hytnerisa provedthatwithenough
theatre-saver political will (and resources)
Afterhaulingthe National no-oneneedstobe homeless.
Theatrebackintorelevance
duringhisgoldenagein 3 A pandemic won't
charge, Hytner’s new gaff stop us protesting
the Bridge wastheleading AstheBlackLives Matters
lightin what we might call protestserupted around
inter-lockdown theatre, theworldinthe wake ofthe

billed as ‘undiscovered’ ‘secret’ ‘exclusive’
‘ahiddengem’, it feltasthough therewasn’t
asquareinchofthecitythathadn’tbeen
thoroughly mapped, snapped, raked up
and reviewed by influencers, Google robots
and, well, peoplelike us. (Sorryabout that.)
Butnow?Overnight, the pubroundthe
cornerisservingtakeaway schnapps, the
derelict carwash nextdoor hasbecomea
sociallydistant comedy cluband yourlocal
restaurantisashop. Suddenly your know-
it-all friendsdon’t knowitall. Nor dowe,
probably. Word of mouthisback. And your
neighbourhood is full of surprises.

flawlessly executingastarry,
diverse, 12-play rep season of
monologuesthataccounted
forsomethinglike halfofthe
theatre thisautumn.

- 3 Potters Fields Park, SE1 2SG

3 The capital is
surrounded by
brilliant stuff
With proper abroad holidays
offthe cards, we discovered
that, hey, Londonisclose
toloadsofabsolutely great
places! Rye, Whitstable,
Hertfordshire... And when it
came tosummer hols? Turns
out Cornwall is basically
Ibiza with worse weather but
better pastry.
- www.timeout.com/weekendbreaks

killing of George Floyd, our
citycameoutineloquent
solidarity,includingahuge
demonstrationin Hyde Parkon
June 3andlotsoflocal, socially
distanced gatherings.

3 Connell from
‘Normal People’
lives in Hackney
MayinLondonhadahorny
energy. The humidity began
torise, the daysstretched into
warmnights, and Paul Mescal
-akathe manwhomadethin
silver chainshot-decided to
goforarunalongthecanalin
Hackney. Shirtless. Itstarted
with atweet or two from some
thirsty Londoners. It grewinto
afull-blown media flurry.

20

Culture can go
underground again
Pre-corona, despite
virtually everythingbeing

3 Steve McQueenisa
London expert
ALondonerrightdowntohis
anguished relationshipwith
Spurs, it feels almost counter-
intuitivethat McQueen hasn’t
setafilminthecity untilnow.
Boy, hashe madeup forlost
timewith ‘Small Axe’. From
Notting Hill tothe Old Bailey,
viathebest London house
party committed tofilm, its
celebration of the city’s West
Indian community fizzes with
authenticity and feeling.
- Available to stream on iPlayer.
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3 85upermarket vegis

far outshone by
our city’s veg boxes

Avoiding Tesco
led to Isabelle
Aron having a
revelation

My nearest
supermarketisatiny Tesco (or
Shit Tesco, to giveitits proper
name), whichI’'m convinced
existssolelytotrollme. Pre-
pandemic, I'd goin there with
ashoppinglist, thinking: This
timeit’llbedifferent.It never
was. Whatever Iwanted, they
didn’thave. Will they have
mushroomstoday? Nah.
Peppers? Noway. It was a bit
likealottery, the kind where
noonewinsanything, ever.
Duringthe firstlockdown,
Iwasfinally freed fromthe
shacklesof Shit Tescoby a
pluckyunderdog: the humble
vegbox.Iordered my first box
in AprilandI'vebeen getting
themeversince. Evenwhen

2020, be gone

the supermarkets stopped
resembling the aftermath
ofanapocalypse,Icouldn’t
bring myselftorevert from

my weekly delivery of brown
paperbagsfilled with fruit
andvegthatactually tasted

of somethingbacktosubpar
supermarket produce wrapped
insingle-useplastic. Thereare
somany vegdeliveryservices
in London (shoutoutto All
Greens, Pale Green Dotand,
Paulthe Veg Man). Some let
youchoosewhatgoesinthem,
butIpreferthesetboxes,
because sometimesthey throw
inroguestuffthatI’d never
usuallybuy (ifanyone knows
whattodowithapersimmon,
I'mallears). When the world
fellapart thisyearandall

our usual routines wentout

the window, the unwavering
reliability of my weekly veg box
was oddly comforting, which is
something’'ve never been able
tosayabout Shit Tesco. Ever.

-> Find delivery services at
www.timeout.com/groceries.

3 7 ‘People need to
be seen’

Lyric Hammersmith Rehearsal Room
Picked by Steven Kavuma, theatre director

‘I run a course with young people in theatre at the Lyric
Hammersmith. | have fallen in love with a rehearsal room there. It's
big and open. | think | feel so strongly about the room because of
the students I've been working with. I've clocked that these young
people need to be seen. What’s happened on their journey, before
they came to art, is that they simply weren’t. I’'m now having to undo
and untangle all these complications that people have had drilled
into their heads: they're not talented, they’re not worthy, that they
won’t survive in the arts. The openness of the space allows us to
educate but also to play games like four square. It doesn’t feel tight
or unusable — it gives our young people space to breathe, express
themselves and play. | think it's important for them to know that they
can be silly without feeling like people are watching and scrutinising
their every move and this room facilitates exactly that.’

-> Lyric Square, King St, W6 0QL.




3 Bird-spottingin the
cityis nice

London’s
flappy things
provided thrills
for Huw Oliver
this year

Forme, birds ooze asense of
mood cool.I'vealwaysbeen
obsessed. Forexample,
oncehad aflockofblackbirds
stencilled on my bedroom
wall. Thisyearalone, I'veread
books about the goshawk, the
robin and the blakiston’s fish
owl (veryedgy bird - checkit
out). Yeteven more weirdly,
despite thisunsettling
fixation, I've never been fussed
aboutspotting them myself.
Until,onedayinlockdown, a
bluetitlanded on my balcony.
Then another. Andsoonthere
were three peckingatour
already stunted veg farm. The
nextday, Iwandered alongthe
River Lea. There wereterns,
cormorantsand swansall
nestingwithin 100 metres of
the Blackwall Tunnel. What
resilience. Whatbeauty. Like
somany others, Iturned
twitcher overnight. Birds, it
strikes me, are the shitIRLtoo.
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4 1The Top Cuvée
founders should go
on ‘The Apprentice’
This Highbury bistro pivoted
itsbusiness model somany
timesin 2020 weimagineit’s
dizzy. Firstitbecame anonline
shopsellingbottled cocktails
fromtop bars. Insummer the
team cycled wineto punters.
Now, come winter they’ve
launched heat-at-homedinner
kits. Busy, busy bees.
- 177b Blackstock Rd,N5 2LL.

42 Making burgersis
funitturns out

DIY meal kits have shown us
allthat finediningisactually

22

JohnBoyegais an
actual, earthlylegend
Whenitcomestostanding
up andbeingcounted,
Peckham’s John Boyega really tookitto
thenextlevel atthe Hyde Park BLM protest
onJune 3. The ‘Star Wars’and ‘Attack the
Block’ star made an impassioned plea for
discrimination and racially motivated
deathsinthe USand UK not to drop off
theagenda, and for the next generation
tobe properly educated about them.
Acknowledging that his outspokenness
mightnotsit that well with Hollywood
castingdirectors, hesaid, ‘Look,Idon’t
know if 'm goingto have a career after this,

easy. Notsurewhatall

those stressed-out cookson
‘MasterChefthe Professionals’
aresoworked up about. You
just take bits of food out of
their containersand heatthem
up.Inanycase, the cuisine
that Londoners seem to enjoy
making the mostistheburger:
from Burger & Beyond, Patty &
Bun, Honest Burger and even
Burger & Lobster.

- www.timeout.com/diykits

4 3Seeing the cityon
screen will never,
ever getold

There’snothinglike seeing
familiar corners of your

Theatres are
masters of
adaptation

How do you make
an old venue new-
normal safe?

Ditch the
actors
Donmar

Warehouse’s
‘Blindness’
opened early
because itwas
technicallya
sound installation.

INTERESTING

Ditch the
audience
The eccentric legal
provision allowing
playsto go ahead
without audiences
during lockdown
was proven good
by the OldVic's In
Camera series.

=TT Ditch the seats

The Bridge and the
NationalTheatre

removed two-thirds
of seats, with the
audience nowin
isolated pockets.

e

Install the
perspex
Southwark
Playhouse putin
massive perspex
panels between
audience bubbles.
It was really, really
weird-looking, but
it feltvery 2020.

INCREDIBLE

hometownonthetelly -
especially when you’re not
allowed tovisitthemIRL. So
it'sbeenaheart-fillertosee
London gettingso much love
onscreenthisyear. Michaela
Coel’'smesmerising ‘TMay
Destroy You’ (BBC) tookatour
ofthe West End by night, while
‘Gangsof London’ (Sky) and
‘Industry’ (BBC) headed for
thefilthy-rich cornersofthe
City. And gazingatthem was
‘Rocks’ (Netflix), a film that
turned Hackney’s rooftops
intoaviewingstationacross
tothat Grand Canyon of cash.
Together, they werelike an
Oyster card for the eyeballs.

BOYEGA: DANIEL LEAL-OLIVAS/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES
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centre give homele '§.i F NO hOme.

point™ Young |Jpeop ’

o i, And no one
% o toturn to.

Will you help us be there for
young people at risk?

Homeless at just 16, Jen®™ would walk the
dangerous streets at night, trying to snatch a
few minutes sleep in doorways, but often too
scared to close her eyes. Jen's nightmare ended
when she found safety and a chance to turn
her life around with a room at Centrepoint.

Please give £20 After a year of crisis, demand for our services

this Christmas has never been greater. Yet it's become harder
than ever to raise the funds we need. This

to help give a Christmas, we must be there to keep young

young person people like Jen safe from harm. We cannot fail
them now. But we need your help.

Your gift could be the turning point for another
homeless young person.

CALL: 0800 055 79 47
VISIT: centrepoint.org.uk/help

*We use models and change the names of the young people we work with to protect their identity; Registered with
however all stories are true and as told by the young person. © Centrepoint 2020. Centrepoint Soho, egistered wi
operating as Centrepoint, is a charity registered with the Charity Commission of England and Wales FUN DRA|S|NG

under number 292411 whose registered office is at Central House, 25 Camperdown Street, London,
E1 8DZ and a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales under number 01929421. NAP2021M-01W REGULATOR
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return to’

This abandoned

ofthe Misery collective

you go to a green space and

- @communityapothecary.wf

45255

an easy thing to

allotment in Chingford
Aisha Mirza, DJ and founder

‘I booked a herbalism course for
me and my mum. Every month

learn about the herbs that grow there.
Rasheega Ahmad, a medical herbalist,
runs itand |l just got really into it.

‘She invited me to a weekly gardening
project called Community Apothecary and
every week, we go to different gardens
and slowly turn them into vegetable
patches, forest gardens and medicinal
herb gardens. Once they're ready, we give
them to the local community.

‘It's just such a peaceful activity to do
and this allotment in Chingford is one of
those sites. It had been abandoned for
20 years and was full of brambles —you
couldn’teven walk in it because there
were thorns everywhere. It’s taken us
about four months to clear it.

‘At a time when everything is fucked,
gardening is such an easy thing to return
to. You can’t argue with a plant that has
17 different medicinal uses, is free and
easy to turn into something useful.

4 We’'re all obsessed
with nice coffee

In2020,somehow, goingto
yourlocal café, buyingacup of
Joeandtakingitstraight home
seemed like areasonablething
todo. Meanwhile, ‘Save Pret’
became a meme: normality,
embodiedinacup of slightly
bitterand overpriced liquid.

47 London artis
extremely good at
‘going online’

Suddenly, everyonehad a
virtual gallery. Some places
(like the Guts Gallery) evendid
Instagram shows. That’s before
we start talkingabout Zoom
round tablesand 3D gallery
walk-throughs. There wasthe
#artistsupportpledge, where

Time Out London December 15 2020

artists put up works for sale
for£200; once they’d madea
grand they pledged tospend
£200onanotherartist. There
wasasense that things weren’t
shut, the focus had shifted.

- @guts_gallery

4 Dominic Cools-
Lartigue won’t quit
Originally planningtoopen
abigol’ food and culture hub
atthestartof2020,Domdida
switchtokindnessandstarted A
Platefor Londoninstead. Using
hisfood contacts,he made sure
tensofthousandsgot fed. Nice
one.Somehow healsofound
thetimetoopen food hall-slash-
workspace The Tramshed
Projectin Octobertoo.
- 32 Rivington St, EC2A 3LX.

Restaurant
merchis the
new band
merch

Fourfoodie faves
serving #looks

DarkArts Coffee
Itdoes a very, very
cool bucket hat.
> www.
darkartscoffee.co.uk

Dom’s Subs
Good sandwiches
and goodT-shirts.
-> www.impeccable

sandwiches.co.uk

Monty’s Deli
Theycallit
‘menschwear’and it
has big pickles on.
-> montys-deli.com

Yard Sale x
Mangal

A must-have top to

mark the collab.

-> yardsalepizza.com

And, finally... the best
takeaway food comes
vacuum packed
Eatingfood fromalittle
pouchisn’tjustforcats, astronautsand
Bear Grylls, London’s best restaurants
swerved Deliveroo to produce heat-
at-homeKkits. Hot4 Uwas a pioneer,
launchinga pouch-onlyservice before
findingahomeat The Plough. Thisisits
smoked mackerel with leekragout. m

-> 23-25 Homerton High St, E9 6JP.

See whatTime Out
was up to this yearat
timeout.com/timein

AISHA: ROB GREIG; VACUUM PACKED

FOOD: ANDY PARSONS



Thingstodo
iInLondon

Written by Katie McCabe and Alexandra Sims
timeout.com/thingstodo @timeoutiondon

See the photo Japan Railways’ at a pop-up from Insta feed Accidentally Wes Anderson, which is filled with
real-life moments of colour and symmetry that carry that familiar Wes whimsy. See p26 for more.
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Things to Do

Christmassy
evenings

@ Christmas at Kew
Justwheneveryonetold you that
fomowasn’tathingin2020,you've
opened Instagramtofind a post of
your mate gallivantingbeneath a
tunnel made up ofthousands of fairy
lightsin Kew Gardens, and nowyou
wantaslice ofthesparklyaction

too. Luckily, tickets haven’t sold out
thisyear forthebotanicgardens’
annualtechnicolour trail. Aswell
asphotogenic tunnels, you'll find
light ‘waterfalls’ cascading from

the Treetop Walkway, illuminated
singingroses, neon-littreesand abig
laser-filled lightshow finale
reflected inthe waters of
the Palm House Pond.
- Kew Gardens. Until Jan 17
2021. From £19.50.

Black Cab
Heritage

Tours: Magic of
Christmas Lights
London’s festive facelift of
glittering LEDs isthe sparkle
attheend ofthelong, darktunnel

we call2020,and nowyou cansee
allthe Christmaslightsthecity
hastoofferonthisprivatetourina
traditional black cab. From Regent
Street’ssoaringgolden angelstothe
Christmassyenclavesthatare Covent
Gardenand Trafalgar Square, they’ll
allbeincluded inthistwo-and-a-
half-hoursweep of the city, during
which yourdriver and professional
guidewill tell you stories about
London’sfestive traditionsand point
outcitysecrets. YES, it’'sexpensive,
YES, it’sridiculousand YES, people
onlytakeblackcabsinRichard

Curtis films. BUT adose of festive
decadenceisjusttheremedyaftera
grimyear.

- UntilJan 8 2021. £195 per cab.

O Christmas on the
South Bank

The South Bankisusually
hummingwith Christmas
cheerinDecemberas
peopleflock there for
festive marketsand
mulled wine. This
year, however,
it’salllooking
abitbarren.
But, with
themindset
thateverything
looksbetter
whenyouwhack
someshiny

Time Out London December 15 2020

‘Nine Lessons and Carols

lightsonit, theSouthbank Centre has
covered the Thamesside promenade
inlightsculpturestobrighten
thingsup. Theworksincludea
multicoloured neon canopy by David
Ogleweavingthroughthetrees,a
mirrorballinthe Hayward Gallery
foyerbyKatie Paterson and aseries of
large-scalevideos projected ontothe
Royal Festival Hall. Thebest thing?
It’sall freetoview.

-> Southbank Centre (outside and along the South
Bank). Until Feb 28 2021. Free.

Pop-ups

O AccidentallyWes Anderson
XThe 0ld BankVault
Almostasfamousasthe
films themselves, Wally
Koval’sInstagram
accountAccidently
Wes Anderson has
been posting pictures
ofreal-world scenes
thatlookstraight out
ofthedirector’smovies
since2017.Tocelebrate
thelnstafeed’stransitioninto
book form, thisexhibition willbe
displayingsome of the photographs
fromitandrevealingthe human
storiesbehind thescenes. There’ll
alsobeapop-upshopwhereyoucan
buythebook, merch and limited-
edition printsto make your flatlook
liketheinside of afondant fancy.
-> The Old Bank Vault. Until Dec 23. Free.

© Wavey Garms
XXXmas Pop Up
Ifwedidn’ttakeloungewear
seriously before, we’ve certainly
learned better after our yearindoors
and Wavey Garmsis here forour
new-found appreciation. The cult
streetwear collectiveis
behind thisSoho pop-up
selling’80s,’90s and "00s
geartosupportyouth
homelessnesscharity
Centrepoint. Shop from20
carefully curated sellers,
andseeart from Sports
%y BangerandTurner
% Prizenominee
Mark Leckey.
There’llalsobeaDJ
Hotlinewhich DJs
intheareacanring
tooffertoplayan
impromptuset. Who
knowswhoyou’ll
beboppingalongto
while youshop?
, -> Walker's Court.
Until Dec 24. Free entry.

..-.‘

ONE
UNMISSABLE THING

Somerset House put our skating
plans on ice this year, but it’s
making up for it by turning its
courtyard into an arty fairground
where you can ride designer
dodgems among colourful outdoor
installations. There’ll even be
Dodgem Lates with DJ takeovers,
just like the Skate Late days of old.

-> Somerset House. Jan 22-Mar20 2021.
Free entry, dodgem rides from £5.

O ‘The Dumb Waiter’

Oneof Hampstead Theatre’s heftier
claimsto fameisthatithosted the
premiere of Harold Pinter’s “The
Dumb Waiter’backin 1960, making
thisrevival an obvious choice tomark
itssixtieth birthday. Alice Hamilton
directstheunsettling story oftwo
hitmen, Benand Gus, hidingoutin
thebasementofaderelictbuilding
asanelectricdumbwaiterservesup
periodicsurprises. Expectabristling
one-actthriller full of absurdist
humour and Beckett-esque tension.
- Hampstead Theatre. Until Jan 16 2021.

Plays to see
asap

@ ‘Nine Lessons and Carols’
Were ‘Nine Lessonsand Carols’tobe
revivedin 20years, futureaudiences
mightbe confused astowhy one of
thesketchesinitsimply featuresa
man balefully recitingarecipe for
bananaloaf. Butofcourse, we know.
The Almeida’scomebackshowis
essentially thisyearinrevue. Itturns
asatirical eye onthe cultural detritus

ofthelast few months withan £10-£37.
extremely broad mix of styles: from
songstoparablestoan Edgar Allan O ‘Overflow’

Poe-indebted bitabout gettinga dog
duringlockdown. Thisshowis 2020,
stomped intojaggedshardsand
lobbed forcefully acrossthestage.

-> Almeida Theatre. Until Jan 9 2021. £10-£35.

TheBush Theatre hasfinally
reopened withanew and extremely
timelysoliloquy from trans

writer, actor and activist Travis
Alabanza. Following theirsmash

: iy
©® Central @ North © South @ East M West © Streaming = Outdoors
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2018 performance ‘Burgerz’,

which focused on transvisibility,
Alabanza’slatestshowisa
monologue about Rosie, who reflects
upontheencounters-goodandbad
-thatshe’shadinwomen’stoilets,
performed by transgender actor
and poet Reece Lyons. The Bush
Theatre’sreputation for urgent new
writingisstandingstrong.

-> Bush Theatre. Until Jan 16 2021. From £20.

Low-key
Christmas
club nights

O Good Life’s Christmas
Banquet

Oursociallivesrevolve around
substantial mealsnow, soit’sno
surprise clubnightshave turnedinto
banquets. Leeds-based party starters
GoodLifearebehind thisimmersive
festive dinner party, which promises
London’sbest DJsspinning house,
discoand Christmas classics AND
abrinedturkey dinner. Eachticket
alsoincludesadonationto Crisisat
Christmas. Putyourdrumstickinthe
airlikeyoujustdon’tcare.

-> Costa del Tottenham. Dec 19. £30.

0O Backto95 Festival Brunch
Onthethird day of Christmas
Backto95 will give to me: Six MC
hosts. Fourteen eager DJs. Blaring
houseand garage. Caribbean

street food. And BOTTOMLESS
ruuuuuuum cocktails.

- E1.Dec27. £27-£45.

e,
Pop Up Painting

Storytelling
nights

O MidwinterTales with

The Embers Collective

Cold, darkwinter nightsare perfect
forgatheringtogetherandtelling
tales—and, frankly, ifagood story
cantransportus fromthe nightmare
thatis 2020, we’ll takeit. Storytelling
troupe The Embers Collective will
beaimingtosendustofar-offlands
and daysofyorewith theirenigmatic
yarnsaccompanied by live music.

-> DonaBar. Dec 20. £15.

Winter Solstice with

London Dreamtime
Hadituptoherewith festive cheer?
Londonsstoryteller Vanessa Woolf
willbewhiskingagroup of grinches
offtoasecretlocation foranevening
ofghoststoriesand eerie midwinter
folklore settoalive soundtrackof
’80stunes.

-> Secret location. Dec 21. £5.

Drunk painting

@ Paint London at Christmas
Van Gogh had absinthe, sowhy
shouldn’t youhave aglass of

pinot? PopUp Painting isinviting
Londonerstogetcreativewitha
glassinone hand and a paintbrush
intheotherbyrecreatingascene of
Trafalgar Square at Christmas. Going
off-pisteisencouraged - and likely
afteracouple ofjars.

-> Britannia, Kensington. Dec 18. £35.99.
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BOOK NOW

©‘Good Grief’

Best known for her iconic turn as Phoebe Waller-Bridge’s uptight
sister Claire in ‘Fleabag’, Sian Clifford follows up her smash telly
hit,*Quiz’, with ‘Good Grief’, a-TV-theatre hybrid that’s launching
this February, with tickets available on the Time Out site now.

You really served your time in the London theatre trenches before
‘Fleabag’, didn’t you?

‘Yeah, yeah: I've been a professional actor for 14 years, | would say
I spent 12 of them in theatre. It's really nice to be celebrated for
“Fleabag” and to be a part of that world, but theatre is where it all
began forme.

Whatis ‘Good Grief’? Is it a digital play, basically?

‘It's neither film nor theatre; it's a hybrid, that’s why it’s so thrilling
to be part of it, something that’s so innovative and has been born
entirely of this chaos.

And regardless of genre, what's it about?

‘It’'s a two-hander by Lorien Haynes, an American writer, [performed
by me and] the excellent and formidable Nikesh Patel. It's sort

of hard to articulate, but it’s really thrilling, a bit of a brain maze,
structured around the stages of grief.

What'’s the thing you’re looking forward to doing the most in London
when this is all over?

‘Going to the cinema and going to the theatre: those are my happy
places. The image | have saved on my phone is the outside of
Picturehouse Central: it’s an aspiration to what we can return to,
because normally | live in that building. Getting back there —that’s
my goal. m Interview by Andrzej t ukowski

-> ‘Good Grief’ is online from Feb 15 2021. Tickets from £29 at www.timeout.com/goodgrief.

December 15 2020 Time Out London



Meet
the ,

trai

These three kind-hearted
individuals and their
teams have come up with
creative ways to combat

.

ccording to the housing
Acharity Shelter, a staggering

280,000 people were
homeless in England in 2019. As
winter sets in, Covid-19 continues
to make life even more difficult for
the UK’s homeless population.
Thankfully, there are fantastic
organisations out there empowering
people to break the cycle of
homelessness through training
programmes, mentorships and the
ability to open a bank account. In
partnership with HSBC UK, we're
telling their stories.

Lou Walker is a customer
experience manager
within HSBC UK’s
Financial Inclusion and
Vulnerability Team. She
helps to run its No Fixed
Address Service, which
has allowed more than 500
people to gainaccesstoa
bank account since 2019
in partnership with Shelter
and other local charities.

‘If you have no fixed address, it

can be very difficult to open a bank
account. And if you don’t have a
bank account, it’s much harder

to access benefits like Universal
Credit, receive salary payments

or secure a tenancy. It's a vicious
cycle. The No Fixed Address Service
was a follow-on to our Survivor

Bank Service, where we opened

the homelessness crisis . Pl :

bank accounts for victims of human
trafficking and modern slavery. It
was such a success that we used
itas a blueprint for other groups
without accounts. Since organising
apilotin Liverpool in 2019, we have
opened in excess of 500 accounts
across the UK in collaboration with
Shelter, Crisis and local charities
like Centrepoint. We are all human
and deserve to be treated in the
same way — it's amazing what a
difference a chat can make. We
have a member of the HSBC UK
team who had been passing a man
experiencing homelessness on the
street corner near his office every
day for years. He always stopped
for a chat, and bought him a coffee
and a sandwich. Once the service
had launched, he provided support
by contacting a local charity and
opening a bank account for him.

He made such a difference to this
person’s life. We all can.’

- Visit www.hshc.co.uk/no-fixed-address.

‘We’ve pioneered a
process that allows
people with no fixed

addresses to open 0 open bank

accounts’



Advertisement feature

‘'wanted Fat
Macy’s to give
people asense

of pride and
purpose’

Meg Doherty is the founding director
of social enterprise Fat Macy’s, a
catering business and supper club
that employs young Londoners living
in temporary accommodation and

trains them in hospitality.

‘About five years ago | started
working in a homeless shelter.
What | found really surprising was
how hard it was for people to move
out of hostels once they'd gotten
in. It’s very difficult to save money
forarental deposit, as hostels

can be way over £1,000 a month
and usually need you to be on

full benefits (which means you
can’'t work). It also surprised me
that loads of people experiencing
homelessness were young — 18 to
35. We came up with the Fat Macy’s
programme through conversations
with people living in hostels, and

- Discover more ways to help at www.timeout.com/hsbcuk

what kept coming up was a sense of
progression —having a pathway. So,
for every 50 hours of the traineeship
at Fat Macy’s, participants can apply
for a grant to cover a reward of their
choice. For some, that’s getting
their driving licence renewed. In

the last two years, we've helped
people to getjobs and buy things
like bedding and pots and pans for
their first flat. We've just got the
keys to our first permanent space in
Victoria, and we’ll be opening itas a
café-deli space and expanding our
training programme.’

-> Find out more at www.fatmacys.org.

‘It’'s about

empowering
people through

giving them
confidence’

Paul Ryan is the director
0 of Café Art, asocial
+ enterprise which
helps to connect
Reople experiencing
omelessness
with the wider
communit
through art.

‘In2012, I was introduced
to Michael Wong, who
had set up Café Art. He
was helping people who
were homeless express their
creativity by framing their work
and putting it on the café’s walls.
In 2013, we expanded to create the
annual MyLondon calendar, where
we hand out disposable cameras
to people facing homelessness
and they get seven days to take
photos of the London that they

love. Then we print the calendar
and people can sell itand get 50
percent of the sale price, like The
Big Issue vendors do. Not only do
they getto earn an income from
their own photography, they also
learn entrepreneurial skills and gain
confidence by talking to people and
telling their stories. This year, due to
Covid-19, we couldn’t do the project
in the way we normally would, so
instead we asked the public to vote
onthe 12 best photos that we've
collected over the years.

-> Find out more and order a MyLondon 2021
calendar at www.cafeart.org.uk.
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Things to Do

Fake show

O Leadenhall Market

We’ve had almost a full year of hastily
recreated real-life experiences, so
why stop atsnow? At Leadenhall
Market, we won’tjust be getting
theusual sparkling archway of
Christmaslights, oh no. Thistime,
therewill beafullindoor snow
installation, plusasnowflake
projection, justtohammerhome
that ‘white Christmas’ message. If
you’reone of the many Londoners
whowon’tbe abletotravel home for
theholidays, atriptoLeadenhall

will help you feel ostentatiously
festive. There’sawinebar,a
Frenchbrasserie,and 35
shopsofthe ‘boutique’
persuasion, all
containedinabig,

airy Victorianspace.

-> Snow installation runs

Dec 15-18 and 21-23. Free.

O Covent Garden
Market
Notcontentwith its 60-foot
Norwegian sprucetreeand 115,000
festivelights, whoever owns Covent
Garden Market (that’llbe Capital &
Counties Properties) hasdecided it
wasjust not Christmassy enough.
Afterawhimsical addition ofabig
Legoinstallation,agrottoand a
mulled-wine festival, it was recently
announced thatthere willbe daily
(fake) snowfall onthe market. Rest
assured, thesnowissustainable.
Itwon’ttaste good on your tongue,
butitlooksdamngoodin pictures.
-> UntilJan 32021. Snowfall takes place daily,

on the hour,noon-6pm. Free.

NYE planning

O The Cause NYE

Breakfast Club
Withvenuesrequiredtoshutat
11pm, mostofthe capital’s parties
willbegivingthe traditional
midnight countdown a miss this
year. The Cause, however, has got
abitcreativeand decidedtodo
itatmiddayinstead.Jointhem
from 8am forabottomlessbrunch
celebration with Bloody Marys,
BucksFizzand someearly morning
tunes. Ifyoumanage tokeep going
until ‘real’ midnight, we salute you.
-> The Cause. Dec 31. From £60 for a group of six.

O F*ck 2020

It’sonlybeen open for three years,
but The Prince of Peckham has
alreadygotarep forthrowinga
banging NYE celebration. See out
oneoftheworstyearsinliving

Time Out London December 15 2020
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Rave to the Moon

memory atthe mostraucous party
possible with anight of dancehall,
hip-hopand R&Btunes from

DJs Oneman and Plastician, and
substantial grub from White Men
Can’tJerk.

-> The Prince of Peckham. Dec 31. £15.

© Rave to the Moon
Featuringvirtual sets fromabunch
of massive namesincluding Rob
DaBank, Beardyman, DJ Yodaand
Heartless Crew (pictured above), this
online fundraiserisaimingtobethe
biggestvirtual rave of2020.

-> Dec 31. Free. ravetothemoon.tv

O Roller Nation’s Goodbye to
2020 and Good Riddance!
NewYear’s Eve bash

Did youtakeuprollerskating
duringlockdown? Try thisretro
NYEdiscoonwheels, where
you'llglideintoabetter year
withthehelp of’70s,’80sand
’90s anthems. Skate hire, a

glass of champagne and your
own private booth areincluded
intheticketprice.

- Roller Nation. Dec 31. From £50 fortwo
people.

Exhibitions
to see asap

O ‘Bags: Inside Out’

From Birkinstobackpacks, frog
pursestored ministerial boxes, this
brand new exhibition atthe V&A
exploresthestyle, function, design
and craftsmanship of bags fromthe
presentday goingall the way backto
the 1500s.

- V&A. Until Sep 12 2021. £12.

C) LynetteYiadom-Boall?e:
‘Fly in League with the Night’
Ifthere’soneart exhibition you
should motivate yourselfto visit
duringthatlong, lethargicstretch
between Christmas and New Year,
it’sLynette Yiadom-Boakye’s ‘Fly
inLeaguewith the Night’. Inthis
huge soloshow, you’re greeted by
mysterious portraitsthatsmileand
grinand frown andlaugh, and you
never know why. Inaworld full of
opinionsand hot takes, her skillfully
executed paintings createauniverse
with noanswers, noend points,justa
millionstoriestolose yourselfin.

-> Tate Britain. Until May 9 2021. £13.

© Michael Clark:

‘Cosmic Dancer’

The Barbican’ssmart, funnyand

slightly wonky retrospective
ofchoreographerand dancer
Michael Clarkisclosingin
ahandful ofdays, soget
moving! Evenifyou have zero
knowledge of Clarkasadancer,
his punkyvisuals and flashes
ofhectic 1990s London club

culturewilldrawyouin.

-> Barbican. Until Jan32021. £15-£17.

RAVE TO THE MOON: RIKI BLAC; BAG: © VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM LONDON
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Grown-up
pantos

O ‘Pricked’

South London’s legendary LGBTQ+
venue The Royal Vauxhall Tavern
wasn’tgoingtoletsomethingas
trivialasaglobal pandemic ruin
thenoble Christmastradition of

its (adult) pantomime. Thisyear’s
creativereinterpretation of ‘Sleeping
Beauty’ featuresasex-crazed
pop-star princessand araven with
identityissues.

-> The Royal Vauxhall Tavern. Until Jan 7 2021. £20.

© ‘Alice in Streamingland’
Ifyou’ve ever drifted off midway
throughaTVshow binge (who
hasn’t?)you’llidentify with the
protagonistin Phoenix Arts Club’s
adult panto, who fallsdownthe
rabbit holeinto Interflixland and
encountersavariety of characters
strangely similar tothose 0f2020’s
biggeststreaming hits. Ourmoney’s
on Olivia Colman asthe Queen of
Hearts (okay, probably not the real
Olivia Colman, she’san Oscar-
winner now, jeez).

-> PhoenixArts Club. Until Jan 32021. £20.

Park to pub

0O Walthamstow Wetlands
toThe Ferry Boat Inn
Ifyou’relooking fora winter walk
that’slow effort, high reward, this
isit. Walthamstow Wetlandsisa
good-lookingslice of London:it’s
gotreservoirsthat reflect the skies
like mirrored glass, an old copper-
mill pump house and confident
geesethatinsistonblockingthe
paths.It’salsoavery well-protected
habitat, which meansthere’sonly
somuch of it you can explore. Take
yourselfonatour from
the Coppermill Lane
entrance,andgoona
leisurely 20-minute
orsostrolltothe main
entrance, where The
FerryBoat Inn awaits (across
averybusyroad).Itgets
absurdlybusy, especiallyona
Sunday, so for Christ’s sake book
atable. Only then canyougetthat
firstsip of asweet, crisp post-walk
pint, safein the knowledge that
youdon’tdeserveitonebit.

-> Start at Coppermill Lane entrance,
Walthamstow Wetlands. The Ferry Boat Inn,
Ferry Lane.

]

THIS YEAR
SUGKED.
NEXT YEAR
WON'T.

* As long as you subscribe to our
newsletter and be the first to know
about openings, offers and all sorts
of tasty London tidbits. Sign up at
timeout.com/london-signup

Ime0ut

Forest to pub

O Epping Forest toThe Owl
Traipsingthrough the thicket of
EppingForestwhilestaringat
Google Mapsin place ofacompass
isascloseas manyofuswillgetto
beingan explorer. Butyou know
what? That’s okay, becauseit’sone
oftheeasiest waysto planyourroute

k| ‘Alice in Streamingland’
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Things to Do

to The Owl pub. Enter the forest via
Chingford Green, follow Bury Road,
and hangarightintothetrees. The
Google Mapsrouteiseasyto follow
from here and will take youaround
35 minutes. Youneed toexitthe
forest tofind The Owlat the top of
the (fairly steep) Lippitts Hill, but
whenyougetthere, you’ll discover
atraditional, dog-friendly pubwith
aspaciousbeergarden.

-> Start at Chingford Overground.

The Owl, Lippitts Hill.

O Highgate Wood to The Bull
Highgate Wood isan exceptionally
pretty and ancient woodland, full
ofgnarly oaktrees, hornbeamand
evergreen holly. Italsoonly takes
around 25 minutestodoa2kmloop
ofthe place, unless you haveachild
(there’savery good playground, and
oncethey’reinit, you're notleaving).
But,aslongaseveryoneisofdrinking
age,youcanenterat Archway gate,
absorbthatwood, return, and walk
theten minutestoTheBullon
NorthHill, adecent gastro-type pub
with countryside leanings. Think
weird beersand gin-cured salmon
withsodabread.

-> Start at Archway Gate, Highgate Wood.
The Bull, 13 North Hill.

December 15 2020 Time Out London



Things to Do

London for kids

Big days out

O ‘Antarctica 3D’ at Imax
Localcinemastill closed? Goand
overwhelm yoursenseswithan
extremely disorientating dose of
film atthe Science Museum’s newly
reopened Imax. It mightseem
gimmicky, butthisisoneofonly
twoscreensin Europe tomix high-
enddigitaland analogue, housing
bothanImaxlaserand 70mm film
projector. Chances are no kids will
careabout thisdull cinephiletech
info-they’lljust wanttosee some
coolshitonamassivescreen. And
theywill getit: right now the Imax is
showing BBC Earth documentary
‘Antarctica 3D’, which meanslots of
penguins.In3D.

-> Science Museum. Dates and times vary.
£12,£10 child.

O Queen’s House Ice Rink
Covid toppled London’susual
outdoorrinksonebyone, butthe
icearenaatthe Queen’sHousein
Greenwichisstillstanding. The giant
rinkhasthoselittle penguin skating
aidsforkidswhoarenervousonthe
ice,butmostimportantly, there’sa
caféthat serves hotchocolate.

-> Queen’s House. Until Jan 24 2021. From £14.50,
from £7.25 child.

Kids’ theatre

O ‘The Gruffalo’s Child’
Ifyouhavekids, chancesare youcan
reciteasizable percentage of “The
Gruffalo’s Child’ by heart.It’sarare
children’sbookin that it manages
tokeepitsenergyand charmafter

london
transport
museum

e

Wonderful

Winter

THREE OF THE BEST

Ifyourkidisjustaboutyoungenough
tobelieve fairies might bereal, keep the
magical ruse alive on this sprite trail across
the Hampton Court Palace gardens.

—> Hampton Court Palace. Until Jan 32021. Included in
palace admission: £24.50,£12.20 child.

L

Thewindows of 24 businessesin Nine
Elmshavebeen decorated bylocal artists
workingtothetheme of ‘Lightin the
Darkness’. Seeif you can find them all.
- Start at The Black Cab Coffee Co. Windows open until

at London Transport Museum Jan22021. Download a map at www.nineelms.org

A season of family fun inspired
by our iconic poster collection

Open daily from 10:00 a

London Zoo’s festive trail tasks kids with
gatheringintel to help Santadecide on
presents for the animals, which means you
canrelaxwhilethekidsracktheirbrains
over what’s the best gift for a flamingo.

- London Zoo. Until Jan 3 2021. Admission: from £23.64,

ltmuseum.co.uk

Registered charity number 1123122

MAYOR OF LONDON from £15.36 child. Download the trail card at www.zsl.org

PlP\_P‘Mf V.
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multiplereads, making it prime
source material foralongtheatrical
run. Tall Stories’ musical adaptation
of JuliaDonaldson and Axel
Scheffler’saward-winning sequel

to “The Gruffalo’ (which opened
inthe WestEndin2017)is packed
withinventive storytellingand furry
jumpsuits from the cast of three.It’s
now showingatasocially distanced
Ally Pally for2020.

-> Alexandra Palace. Until Jan 32021.
£12-£18, ages three-plus.

Santa meet
'n’ greets

O Underbelly’s Santa
atHome
Stressed about theidea of crowding
intoagrotto? Cut yourlossesand
bookanonlineaudiencewiththe
bigmaninstead. These callswill set
youbackahefty £54 foruptosix
kids, butitisatouchmore

“ , W personalthanbeing
O ‘Nutcracker Q @  usheredawaywitha
Delights’ repurposed Kinder
Twothingsthe Eggtoyfromthe
pandemicseemsto grotto present pile.
havebeenunable €» - until Dec24. From £54,
toshutdown (sofar, www.santaathomeofficial.com

touchwood, pray
tothe heavens): afew
pantomimesand “The
Nutcracker’,whichisreturningto
the London Coliseum in this heavily
truncated ‘best of -style version
from English National Ballet.
Runningatjust75 minuteswithno
interval,it’sclearlyanadaptationto
suitour ‘troubled times’, but willno
doubtupthe family-friendliness of
analready family-friendly affair.

- London Coliseum. Until Jan 32021. £10-£55.

E \x\Q

© National Gallery
Santa’s Grotto
Ifyourkidsaren’t quite old enough
toappreciate the gory Baroque art
of Artemisia Gentileschi, youcan
alwaysvisit the National Gallery’s

Christmas Experience to meet Santa.

Ifyourvisitisbefore Spm, you’llget
accesstothe Gallery Collection too.
-> The National Gallery. Until Dec 23. £10 adult
and child aged 12-plus (including refreshment),
£20 child under 12 (including gift).

Things to Do

ONE UNMISSABLETHING

Real animal specimens sit alongside
magical creatures from the world of
Magizoologist Newt Scamander at this

exhibition for ‘Potter’-obsessed children.
-> Natural History Museum. Until Aug 2021. £22, £13.25 child.

O
-,f». N

AN f o

» JL-J‘RAI" D

M.

SCIENCE
MUSEUM

FROM THE FILMMAKERS OF PLANET EARTH I

DISCOVER OUR LATEST IMAX®FILM THIS
CHRISTMAS ON A SCREEN THE SIZE OF
FOUR DOUBLE-DECKER BUSES. BOOK NOW
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Bacon butter burger
at Burgerand Beyond

thing | ate

thisyear

London chefs reveal the restaurant
dishes, meal kits and takeaways they
were obsessed with in 2020

Time Out London December 15 2020

Unagi meal kit

atMakes Miso Hungry

‘Yoko, who makesthese amazing
Japanese meal boxes, isn’tatrained
chef, shejusthasapassiontodeliver
theverybest.It’sallabout the
attentiontodetail. Yoko personally
goestoNew Covent Garden
Markettohand-select the fruitand
vegetables, she picksthesansho
leaves from her family garden, she
worksdirectly with fishermen at
Billingsgateto get the very best fish.
Easily thebest “cookat home” box
T'veeaten -those chefs better watch
out.’ Sven-Hanson Britt, Homestead
inLondon CityIsland

-> www.makesmisohungry.com

Roast chicken, morels and

vin jaune atNoble Rot

‘The best non-lockdown meal would
probably havetobethechickenI
had atthennew NobleRotinSoho
—-itwas WILD. Whenyouleavea

Iz

restaurant and wake up the nextday
thinkingabout theirroast chicken
you know they’re doingsomething
veryright! Avery healthy portion
fortwowith leftovers. The sauce
was so good we asked for seconds!
Holly Chaves, Wine&Rind

- Noble Rot, 2 Greek St, W1D 4NB.

Lobster and wagyu fat

at Frog by Adam Handling
‘Mybestdish oftheyear? That’s
ahard one.Iwould probably say
lobsterand wagyu fatby Adam
Handlingwas mega. Adamisa
buddy of mineand one hell ofachef.
James Cochran, 12:51

-> Frog, 75 Sloane St, SW1X 9SG.

Luto meal kits at Luto
‘Weauctioned offavintage
restaurantsign at Top Cuvée
(startingbid was one CapriSun)
and Mary eventually won thebid in
exchange forone of her Luto Diner

BURGER: JUSTIN DE SOUZA




Lobster at Frog

kits. Super-fresh tasty Filipino food,
really stand out stufflike porkadobo
and chilled squash ginataang. We
will be seeing alot more of them next
year 'msure.’ Will Blank, Top Cuvée
-> www.lutolondon.com

Eg%lplant sambal and arega
with bergamot labneh at Scully
‘Asimple dish yet very complex
inflavour, the pairing of all these
ingredients from different parts of
theworld isjustastroke of genius.
Thadthisdishattherestaurantbut
it'savailableasaDIY kitaswell.’
MarwaAlkhalaf, Nutshell

- Scully, 4 St James’s Market, St. SW1Y 4AH.

Hazelnut pain au chocolat
atMiel Bakery

‘One of the best-looking breakfast
pastriesI've eaten. Despite not being
abreakfast personit’shard toavoid
Miel on my morningcycle into Soho!
Shaheen and herteam dosome of
thebestbread and pastries you can
find outside Paris. When you do
make thetrip, make sure you pickup
ahalfdozenorsocaneles, chocolate
tartsand cookies. Thank me later.’
Karan Gokani, Hoppers

-> Miel Bakery, 57 Warren St, W1T 5NR.

Houmous, fish tagine, amba
tahini, dill and harissa oil at Erev
‘ShukisanIsraelimarketstallin
Borough market serving warm pita
andsalads. On Thursday, Friday and
Saturdayeveningsthey turninto
Erev,anoutdoor restaurantserving
Israeli-inspired dishes. Absolutely
everythingtheyserveisdelicious
but my favourites are the beetroot,
horseradish, orange and dill; the
smoky aubergine, tomato, labne,
mint and toasted pumpkin seeds;
and the houmouswith fish tagine,
ambatahini, dilland harissa oil.
It’'sthebesthoumousin town.’
JunTanaka, The Ninth

- Erev, Borough Market Kitchen, SE1 9AG.

Baby-chicken tandoori
atDastaan

‘Dastaan onthe Kingston Road
wasrecommended tome awhile
agobutInevergotroundtogoing.
Idiscovered theydid takeaway in
lockdown and itwasano-brainer.
It’srun by two ex-Gymkhana chefs.
Thebaby-chicken tandoori [it’s
nolonger onthe menu]was my
favourite. Everythingisdelicious.’
Mark Kempson, W8 and Wild Radish
-> Dastaan, 447 Kingston Rd, KT19 0DB.
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DUPPY SHARE

WWW.THEDUPPYSHARE.COM

TRY RUMTHING
NEW THIS
CHRISTMAS

USE THE CODE ‘TIMEOUT’
FOR 15% OFF YOUR FIRST
BOTTLE OF THE DUPPY
SHARE*
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35 December 15 2020 Time Out London



Food & Drink

Bubble sundae atTsuijiri

‘The mostexcitingdish hastobe
thebubble sundae from Tsujiriin
Chinatown. They re stillopen even
inthesetimes.It’'stheaddictive
combination of cornflakes and
cream-matcha soft-serve that keeps
me goingback.’ Joshua Owens-
Baigler, Angelina

-> Tsujiri, 33 Newport Court, WC2H7PQ.

The bacon butter burger meal
kit at Burgerand Beyond
‘It’sbrilliant. It’sreally simple. I
learned simple tricks on how to cook
burgers from doingit,and mostofall
ittasted absolutelyincredible.I’'ve
orderedittwice already!IthinkIsaw
itonInstagram.I'd always wanted
toeatattherestaurantbutnever got
round toit, sothiswasagood chance
totastewhattheydo.’ Peter Sanchez-
Iglesias, Decimo

- www.burgerandbeyondshop.co.uk/ diy-kits/

Langoustine atThe Connaught
‘Earlier thisyear, before all this
madness, [ had the pleasure

Hazelnut pain au
chocolat at Miel Bakery

butterylangoustine flesh marinated
inponzuwith delicate peppery
radish - divine! Classy, and carefully
executed. Itwill stand outin my
mind foryears.’ Tom Aikens, Muse

-> The Connaught, Carlos Place, W1K 2AL.

aweekasaSunday-nighttreat.
We’vebeen tryingall different types
of cuisine and thislittle beauty came
outontop forme. Thebraised pork
came with soy pickled cucumber,
soy eggyolk, springonions and
chishangrice.Ialsoordered aside

flavour. Iwasalso really impressed
by the packagingthe food camein:
asmart, woodenslidingbox. Highly
recommended!’ mJames Toth,
Cornerstone

-> www.deliveroo.com

of enjoying the most superb Braised pork bao of Taiwanese fried chicken and
langoustinedish fromthe atRice Error by Bao hotsauce. The porkwas soft, the More great grub at
wonderful Helen Darroze at The ‘My girlfriend and I have been ricewas perfectly sticky and the timeout.com/
Connaught. It was out of thisworld: religiously having one Deliveroo chicken wings were packed full of bestrestaurants

o listing ——

Q PECKHAM

NAIFS
SAYS:

‘Within easy reach of Queen’s Road
and Peckham Rye station, Naifs is
redefining vegetarian and vegan
cuisine with a carefully crafted,
seasonal menu and a thoughtful,
creative drinks offering. Family-run,
here you will find a warm welcome and
relaxed atmosphere in which to enjoy
an adventure in food and drink.’

56 Goldsmith Rd, SE15 5TN.

Ay
llllliu

GOOD NEIGHBOUR
SAYS:

‘Good Neighbour brings the perfect
local hangout to Camberwell, offering
interesting and unique wines alongside
a great selection of house cocktails

and local craft beers. The menu boasts
all manner of cheese, charcuterie and
wine-bar classics as well as delicious
larger plates for those looking for a more
serious dining experience.’

21 Camberwell Church St, SE5 8TR.

Support our local partners.

KINDRED
SAYS:

‘Kindred is the members’ space that
west London deserves. Situated in
the Grade Il-listed Bradmore House,
it offers a genuine warm welcome to
local Londoners looking to upgrade
their WFH game, meet like minded
people, and spend some precious
moments with their bubble in the
on-site restaurant, The Cellar.
Queen Caroline St, W6 9BW.

LUCA
SAYS:

‘Luca, in the heart of Clerkenwell, serves
high-quality ingredients from around the
British Isles and Italy: seasonal produce
such as shrimps from Morecambe Bay,
grouse from Yorkshire, langoustines
from Scotland and cheeses from across
the UK. Itis food that observes the
established traditions of Italian cooking,
but breaks the rules a little.’

88 St John St, ECIM 4EH.
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Spaniards Inn

SOUTH
The Blythe Hill Tavern
Expectheapsofspace (and heaters),
ahandsome number of real ales
ontapand afetchingmarqueeto
protectyou fromrain. There’s pizza
atthe weekendtoo.

What's the actual pub like?
Lovingly rammed with Irish
sporting memorabilia.

- 319 Stanstead Rd, SE23 1JB.

The Duke of Edinburgh

The Duke’s gotamammoth outdoor
spacewith heaters, plusaheady
combo of meat from White Men
Can’tJerkand beers from Brixton
Brewery and Five Points.

What'’s the actual pub like?
Absolutely nothinglike the actual
Duke of Edinburgh.

- 204 Ferndale Rd, SW9 8AG.

EAST

The Crooked Billet

Head down tothis spaciousbeer
gardenifyoufancyabitofcrab
bisque with your alfrescoIPA. The
covered boothswith patio heaters
are primereal estate on grim days.
What'’s the actual pub like? Onthe
gentrified side but nottoo much.
- 84 Upper Clapton Rd,E5 9JP.

The Crown and Shuttle
Doesabeergardenneedtohave
grass? Ifyou're The Crown and

Shuttle, the answer tothat question
isaresounding: ‘No’. And we’d have
toagree, consideringthe amount of
space (and the range of refreshing
lagers, pilsnersand pale
ales) availableat this
partially covered and
heated terrace.
What'’s the actual
pub like? Hipina
‘we’ve gotexposed
brickand filament
bulbs’kind of way.
- 226 Shoreditch High St,
E16P).

NORTH

The Faltering Fullback
Yes, this pubis named after arugby
positionbutdon’tletthat prevent
you from cosyingup under the
heatersinits four-storey beer

The Faltering

garden.Itdoessurprisingly good
Thaifoodtoo.

What'’s the actual pub like?
Bigsportsbarvibes.

> 19 Perth Rd, N4 3HB.

The Spaniards|Inn
, Come here for
% oneofLondon’s
¢ best-lookingbeer
gardens-a kind
of manic pixie
dreamlandscape,
full of heatersand
sheltered tables.
Expecttoseeitplayed
byZooeyDeschanelina
romcom imminently.
What'’s the actual pub like?

Fullback

Timeless. Mellow wooden floors and

anembarrassment of fireplaces.
-> Spaniards Rd,NW3 7JJ.

37

Food & Drink

Discover 6therspots at
timeout.com/beergardens [

The ScoltHead
Thispub’soutdoorseatingarea
(whichyoucanbook)isn’tthe
biggest, but it’ll make you feel warm
and welcome. Literally. There are
hotwaterbottleshanded out. And
you can find chef Nuno Mendes here
onSaturdaysservingup brunch.
What's the actual pub like? Choked
withkitsch dog paintingslike a
really lovely bigkennel.

-> 107a Culford Rd,N1 4HT.

WEST

TheWindsor Castle

Find this pub’sbijou patio. It gets
particularly intimate after dark
thankstoanabundance of heaters,
softlightingand secluded nooks for
hushed conversations.

What's the actual pub like? So
earnestly charmingthatyou’dbe
forgiven for thinking you’d walked
ontothesetofaRichard Curtis film.
- 114 Campden Hill Rd, W8 7AR.

The Swan

The courtyard at this tucked-up
tavernisasspaciousasitgetsand
youcantell there’sbeen genuine
thoughtputintoits Covid-
compliantlayout and fengshui
heaterarrangement.

What'’s the actual pub like? Proper
classy, with asultry ambience come
nightfall. mLucas Oakeley

- 1 Evershed Walk, 119 Acton Lane, W4 5HH.
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Love
Local

Edited by Kate Lloyd
timeout.com/lovelocal

The shops
that gotyou
hrough 2020

In the final hit of our Local Lifesavers series,
readers celebrate ace neighbourhood stores

© Central @ North @ South @ East (D West

(S

‘They were always stocked up

with everythingwe needed during
lockdown: fresh veg, tinned beans,
craftbeersand, mostcrucially,
bread flour.” @shutter_bean

- 6-8 UpperTooting Rd. SW17 7PG.

0

‘There’sacosy atmospherein

this Camden shop. You can smell
Turkish food being cooked and
they have an amazingselection of
produce. They even have Cypriot
potatoes, and being from Cyprus,
that made mefeel athome.” @edguk
- 52 Parkway, NW1 7AH.

o

“This Upper Streetshopisan
absolute treasure trove. It haslots of
choice, especiallywhenitcomesto
organicgoods.’ @_tanyabowd

- 175 Upper St. N1 1RG.

(£}

‘OnShacklewell Lane in Dalston,
thisshop had absolutely everything
during the Great First Lockdown,
including flour and yeast! They’ve
always got fresh fruitand veg

and agreatselection of wine
(essentials). They got me through
the quarantine.” @sea.walls

- 2 Shacklewell Lane, E8 2EZ.

Khan’s Peckham

‘They kept
me afloat

itwasoutofstock. They keptme
afloatondaysIcouldn’tseeanother
friendly face.” @saffersnaps

- 219 Stoke Newington High St,N16 7HU.

) 0 on days e

‘AnAtoZofspices,allinoneplace. ‘ACrouch End gem with the best y ‘You always feel super-welcome at this

@deeaiysha lettucesaround.’ @sybrighton I cou I d n t Leytonstone shop and theytryand

- 135Rye Lane, SE15 4ST. - 52 The Broadway, N8 9TP. beeco-friendly too.” @tatxventura
see - 743 High Rd Leytonstone, E11 4QS.

0 0

“This Green Lanesstore had
everythingthat the supermarkets
ranoutof. Plus packaging-free veg.’
@nella_allegra_b

- 493 Green Lanes, N4 1AL.

Time Out London December 15 2020

‘These guys have the best producein
town, and always give servicewith a
genuine “howareyou?”. They even
reordered my favourite product
more quickly than planned, when

another
friendly
face’

(C]

‘They’ve gotbanginginternational
food and fresh veg atthisshopon
Central Street.” @leadzifa

- 152 Central St, EC1V 3AL.

KHAN'S PECKHAM: EDMUND SUMNER-VIEW/ALAMY; STONE MINI MARKET: @EATSLONDONLIFE



‘On Green Lanesin Haringey, this
shop keptup with the madness of
lockdown brilliantly.” @alicedeville _\

“The owner of this Gipsy Hill shop
losthislifeto coronabecausethey
stayed open throughoutlockdown.’

- 581c Green Lanes, N8 ORG. %’ S @sophieisabel
- - - 81 Gipsy Hill, SE19 10L.
(W}
‘Atthis Maida Vale shop, you (S
canliterally geteverything ‘TgotothisOld KentRoad

you need: fab fresh produce,

and Middle Eastern, Indian and
Mediterranean herbsand spices.
And therewasnoqueue when
people were waiting outside Tesco
round theblock.’ @khushikukadia
- 247 Elgin Avenue, W9 1NJ.

shop forall my Indian cooking
ingredients.’ @sheelasrasoi
- 201-203 01d Kent Rd, SE1 5NB.

W

‘Bally [from Charles of Belgravia]
delivered fresh fruit and vegetables

| Stone

==\l

Mini Market |

tokeepusgoingthrough our 14-day
quarantine! The bigstoresdidn’t
have adelivery slot for the whole two
weeks, but Bally delivered the same
day.Ifhedidn’thaveanitem, he
found it forus.’@julie_king 2

> 27 Lower Belgrave St,SW1W OLS.

LE]

‘AWalthamstow heaven for any
spiceyoueverneed. They have 20
different types of honey and great
olives.’ @rose_prinelle

- 253-255 High St,E17 7BH.

(£}

‘This Wappingstore did agood job of
servingthe community and offered
free home deliveries throughout the
year. @kirstin5177

- 64 Wapping Lane, EIW 2RL.

0

‘The guysat thisstore were

perfect! They never overcharged
onproductsthat weredifficultto
sourceduringthe pandemic.In
fact, whenIspoketotheboss, he
mentioned doingthat meant helost
outbuthewanted tohelpsoitnever
mattered for him.”m@polat7m

- 352 Kilburn High Rd, NW6 2QJ.

— Umelmt
LOVE©LOCAL

Time Out’s Love Local campaign
supports local food, drink and culture
businesses in London. Find out
how you can help the places that
make our city great.
timeout.com/lovelocallondon
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The best UK
breaks we went
onthisyear

Big blow-out adventures around the world were
cancelled in 2020, but there were alternatives. Here’s
how Ellie Walker-Arnott made use of her annual leave

The close-to-home

staycation

Whenyou’vebeenstuckinside
your own home for four months, it
turnsoutthere’snoneed tohead
somewhere exotic -justgoing
outsideisatotal high. Thiswasthe
year of the staycation, whether that
meantrediscovering thecity or
kippinginaLondon hotel, relishing
every minute underaduvet that
wasn’tours. Or full of crumbs from
working lunchesin ourbed office.
Top spot The Coop, a plush cabin
withahottub overlookinga field of
sheep. It’sjustbeyond the M25, yet
when we visited it felt like travelling
toadifferent dimension.
-> The Coop, Essex. Sleeps two. From £155 a night.
www.colemans-farm.co.uk

The off-grid digital detox

Wewoke uponedayandsaid:

Enough. We were done with
the doomscrolling, the virtual pub
quizzes, the stilted Zoom drinks
-and the popularity of off-grid

Time Out London December 15 2020

escapesall overthe UK thissummer
is proof we weren’t the only ones.
Top spot Kent’sthe Beach House
isasolar-powered cabin thateven
requiresyoutobringyourown
drinking water, and was booking
website Canopy &Stars’s fastest-
selling place of all time when it went
livethissummer. Ithasnosignal, no
wifi, zero opportunitiesto jump on
acall’and plentiful ways toembrace
theworldIRL, seaswimsand all.

-> The Beach House, Isle of Sheppey. Sleeps four.
From £150 a night. www.canopyandstars.co.uk

The one where you WF

(someone else’s) H

Thebeauty oflivingahuge
chunkofourlivesonline this year
meantthat, if we were WFH, we
didn’thavetobetied tothesame
desk, oreven the same city. Thanks
toablend ofannualleave and
logging on from afar, an extended
triptoan Airbnbwastheideal break
from our over-familiar four walls.
Top spot Barn conversion The Loft

comeswith aworkspacethat’s
probably nicer than your office.
Ifyoucanevenremember what that
lookslike, at this point.
- The Loft, Northamptonshire. Sleeps six.
From £99 a night. www.airbnb.co.uk

The camping trip

we weren't entirely

prepared for
Pitched astheideal post-lockdown
holiday, campsites were absolutely
winningthissummer. It feltlike
everyone we knew was sleeping
under canvas. They madeitlookso

LINEA: © UNIQUE HOMESTAYS; BERYL'S CAMPSITE: DIANA JARVIS;

SHELLBEACH: ELLIS ANASTASIADES




fun, we went too. And discovered
thatcampingrequiresalot more
equipmentthanitappears. We
found ourselvesinacompostloo
sansbogroll, inasink queue without
awashing-upbowland attempting
toliveinafield withjustapair of
wellies and atwo-man tent, but we
werenotalone.

Top spot Beryl’s Campsiteiswhat
alfrescodreamsare madeof. It’s
rustic, surrounded by greenery and
just minutes from the sea.

-> Beryl's Campsite, Devon. From £8.50 a night.
www.berylscampsite.co.uk

Beryl’s Campsite

Makegrand 2021 plans at
timeout.com/UK

We’d neveractually been

hikingbefore, butsowhat? We
heard the call of the Great Outdoors
thisyear, and we answered, whether
ornotwe had everread an Ordnance
Survey map. There were probably
alotof Londonersattemptingto
Google-Map theirway through
densestretches of woodland, but we
gotakickoutofbeingsowholesome.
Top spot The South Downs are
London’sclosest National Park, for
astrolloraweek’swalking hol. Just
don’twear-in newboots walkingthe
entire 100-mile South Downs Way.

6 The let’s-pretend-we’ve-

5 The outdoorsy adventure

gone-abroad one

Holidaysinthe UK are always
great, butthisyeartheywere forced
uponalotofusalittleunwillingly.
Sowetried toreplicate our cancelled
foreigntrips. The most dedicated
booked the kind of holiday home
thatyou’d find on genuinely sun-
soaked shores. Lucky with the
weather? We almost got away with it.
Top spotClifftopvillaLineahasan
infinity pool and a swanky alfresco
living space. It could be Ibiza, butis
onthenorth Devon coast.m
- Linea, Devon. Sleeps ten. From £6,250 for
ashort break. www.uniquehomestays.com

41
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And what
we’ll book
in2021...

Lesser-travelled spots
Certain places go with summer
holidays like buckets go with
spades but plenty of us will be
swerving them in favour of places
like Northumberland, the quietest
county in England. It has just 63
people persquare kilometer (for
context,London has 5,701) as well
as dramatic coastlines and
abrilliant National Park.
Book this Remote shepherd’s hut
Cheviothas an alfresotuband a
stargazing window above the bed.
- www.kiphideaways.com

Nostalgic stays
According to booking site Canopy &
Stars, nostalgic breaks will be bigin
2021: treehouses that remind us of
childhood and cabins comfortingly

packed full of boardgames. Old-
fashioned places with fairytale
vibes will beat anything too sleek.
Book this Keeper's Cottage looks
like the kind of place Little Red
Riding Hood would call home.
- www.landmarktrust.org.uk

Glamping pop-ups
When domestic travel took off this
summer, campsites sprung up all

overthe place: infields, in hotel
grounds, even a beach in Cornwall
became a temporary campsite.
And that pop-up attitude is set to
continue righton into 2021, taking
us on trips to unique corners of the
country to have experiences shared
by only a few others.

Book this Hinterlandes, a bus-camper
hybrid, will be moving around the
Lakes next summer. EW-A
-> www.canopyandstars.co.uk

- T
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Timeln

Edited by Phil de Semlyen
timeout.com/timein

Time Out Film editor Phil de Semlyen
picks the movies that lit up the toughest
year in cinema history

IT STARTED WITH a
biting South Korean
social satire-cum-
thriller winning Best
Picture and ended
with everyone wondering if there’d
even be a Best Picture. 2020 was

a movie year like no other (and
let’s not forget that the medium
more than survived two
actual world wars). But
despite the temporary
closure of cinemas,

a mass switch to
streaming and wild
uncertainty over
what comes next,
there’s been plenty
of mesmerising films
to enjoy, and reasons
for future optimism.

Parasite

Oneofthe mostjoyousaspects

0f2020isthesuccessof Bong
Joon-hoand ‘Parasite’, afilm we can
safelyand unhyperbolically call a

Time Out London December 15 2020
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‘Lovers Rock’

masterpiece. The Korean filmmaker
was hardly an unknown quantity
—-he’sbeen turningout gemssince
hisdebut, ‘Barking Dogs Never Bite’,
20yearsago—-butthisyeareven
the Academyjoined hisdedicated
fanbase, the Bong-hive.Inatough
year for London’sindie cinemas,

his Oscar-winner provided much
box-office succour too.

Rocks
Thiseast
London
triumph follows
Olushola ‘Rocks’
Omotoso (Bukky
Bakray) when Mum
walks outand she’s
forced tokeepthings
togetherin Hackney. Its
backstoryisworth celebrating
too: afemale-led crewand actors
cast fromlocal schools and sharing
theirlived experiences on screen
showing that there are new, more
inclusive ways to make movies.

Saint Maud

You can feel thedamp fleck of

seaairand surgesofreligious
maniainRose Glass’s spellbinding
debut. ‘Saint Maud’ offers a creepy
juxtaposition of British mundanity
and spiritual horrorsthat “The
Exorcist’ would be proud of. Major
propsto Morfydd Clark for her turn
asanursewithshades of Joan of
Arc. Also, for surviving the shoot.

Portrait of a Lady on Fire

It’ssetintheeighteenth

century and feelsabitlike it
cameoutthentoo (it was February,
honest). But Céline Sciamma’s quiet
storm of emotion and repressed

42

sexuality remainsetched inthe
memory. If youcame outeager to
takeup painting, congratulations.
Thatwaslockdown sorted.

A Hidden Life

Afterthreeduds, ‘AHidden

Life’isaseriousreturnto
form for Terrence Malick. The true
story of an Austrian conscientious
objector standing up to the Nazis,
it’sone of the most resonant and
moving films of recent years.

Uncut Gems

‘ThisishowIwin.’ Except

Howard Ratner, ‘Uncut Gems’
diamond-dealer antihero, istoo
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addicted tothe hightodoanything
otherthanloseinthisblood-
pressure-rampingthriller. Thanks
toAdam Sandler’sjittery energy,
there’sonly one way to watch this
film: with acardiologist present.

Lovers Rock

The high pointof Steve

McQueen’s five-film
celebration of Black London life,
‘Small Axe’, this hour of house-party
heaven brimswith sexual static,
killer reggae and soul cuts, and
thekind of hazy hanging-out that
makes you curse lockdown afresh.

1917

ProofthatSam Mendesdidn’t

leave any of hisaction mojoon
thesetof ‘Spectre’, this pulsing race-
against-time Great War thriller gives
aTommy’s-eye view of combat.
Conclusion? Nervy fun towatch;
zero funtobethere.

The Lighthouse

Backinthe “Twilight’ days,

you probably wouldn’t have
putmoneyon Robert Pattinson
havingsexwith amermaid and
beatingaseagull todeath onscreen.
Whichiswhy welove theman: he
dedicates himselftosniffingoutthe
weird, wonderful and surprising.
Thisbriny wig-outisall three.

Les Misérables
Maverickcops, pissed-off
teenagersandarogue

(whichalsogotare-releasethisyear),
absolutely noonewassingingin this
‘LesMis’. |

Soul

1 0.8 ¢

Pixar's jazz-fuelled
journey into the
great beyond.

Fora spirit-soaring
celebration of Black
music and culture.

Directors Pete Docter,
Kemp Powers (PG) 97 mins.
On Disney+ Dec 25.

IS AN UNFULFILLED life worth living? What
awaits us after death? The questions posed by
Pixar’s latest aren’t your average starting point
foran animation. The story follows Joe (Jamie
Foxx), a music teacher who dreams of becoming
ajazz pianist, until an accident untethers his soul
from his body. The opportunity of a lifetime will
pass him by unless he can convince a grumpy
lost soul (Tina Fey) that life is worth living.

Even as the race-against-time device begins
to feel laboured, the world of the movie sparkles.
The title is a clever double entendre for the
ascension to the spiritual realm and the warmth
associated with Black culture. Playwright Kemp
Powers co-directs and co-writes (with Pete
Docter) and his influence is keenly felt: from the
glisten of black skin, to the texture of an afro
and the authenticity of the conversationsina
barbershop. None of itis forced, testament to the
involvement of people with real lived experience.

If anything, ‘Soul’ is guilty of over-ambition. The
wizardry and wit is there, but it lacks Pixar’s usual
deftness in making complex themes sing for
youngsters. Mixing heart and existential angst,
it'll connect more with Joe’s generation than little
ones. It's smart and, yes, soulful but it never
quite takes flight. @ Whelan Barzey

LISTEN WHILEYOU WATCH

Co-director Kemp Powers on three jazzy LPs that inspired ‘Soul’

‘Thelonious Monk

of my jazztrinity - the other
is Charles Mingus. | could
listen to them for ever.
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‘The Low End Theory’ ‘The Charles Mingus

lionmakeanincendiary mixinthis QuartetwithJohn ATribe Called Quest Quintet & Max Roach’
blisteringbanlieue thriller. The Coltrane at Carnegie Hall’  ‘Itold Pixarthat Gen X hip ‘My favourite Mingus song,
spiritual heirto 1995°’s ‘LaHaine’ ‘Monk and Coltrane aretwo  hop heads leaned into “Haitian Fight Song”, is

samplingjazz.lliketothink  [the hero]Joe’s ringtone in
Joe might have been in “Soul”. I have the bassline
school with Q-Tip! tattooed on my arm!
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A PORTLY MAN

e  cmerges froma

' E London townhouse,
=

¢y accompanied by some
» £2 litejazz. He’s wearing
what used to be called a ‘car coat’
and carries a briefcase. He unlocks
a dented Morris Minor and wobbles
off up the road. This is the start of
Ian Nairn’s journey north. Here’s
two reasons you might think ‘Nairn
Across Britain’ isn’t for you: a) it’s
about architecture, and b) it’s from
1972. But trust me, this series is
relentlessly brilliant and strange.
Nairn, acamera-shy architectural
critic, makesanunlikely TV
frontman. Ashe wends hisway to
Scotland, he considersacountry
caught between adebated past
and an obscure future. He defends
some monstrous buildings,
decries destructive town planners
andscornsthetwee. There’sa
magical passage about gliders
onthedownsnear Dunstable,

7\

MY STREAMING SALVATION

Deputy editor Chris Waywell on his
small-screen happy place

‘No Sheila, I'm not
walking another step
until I've had a pint’

animpassioned defence ofan

about-to-be-demolished shopping
arcadein Northampton and much
eloquenceabout canals. Heis often
hilarious: there’sadescription of
aglum Leicestershirevillage as
having ‘laid down and died’. There’s
acuriouseighteenth-century
quality toitall,like Daniel Defoe’s
‘A'Tour Through the WholeIsland
of Great Britain’ rewritten by an
oddballvicaroran over-imaginative
Labourbackbencher.

So,why should youwatch it? Well,
firstly because Nairnis the kind of
eccentric, vividly insightful man
yourarelyseeon TV now. He’s got
zero pose, and is totally unafraid
tobecritical. Justasimportantly,
though, he examines what Britain
isthrough whatitlookslike. When
heusesthe term ‘community’ it
meanssomething. Today, when
our national identity is constantly
mediated and marketed backtous,
hisability tosee beyond the emptily
nostalgic feelsalmost seditious.®
-> Available on BBC iPlayer

Culture editor Andrzej Lukowski picks backstage chats to fill the gap

Playwright’s Podcast

Genial playwright Simon Stephens hosts

this thespiest of thespy podcasts. Produced
by the Royal Court, Playwright’s Podcast eschews
celebrity performer names in favour of —as the
title suggests — playwrights. Stephens makes an
unobtrusive interviewer, who teases an hour or
so of fascinating reminiscences from the likes of
David Hare, Lucy Prebble and Roy Williams. Inan
age when virtually no dramatists have much ofa
public profile, it's a rare and fascinating forum.
- www.royalcourttheatre.com

What | Love

Theatre director lan Rickson is one of the

greats: he ran the Royal Court in the late
'90s and '00s, and has directed everything
from Jez Butterworth’s peerless ‘Jerusalem’ to
PJ Harvey tours. This isn’t strictly speaking a
theatre podcast, but his day job permeates these
intimate chats with guests like Kae Tempest,
Chiwetel Ejiofor and Ben Whishaw. They share
their favourite film, piece of writing and song.
- play.acast.com/s/what-i-love
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That BlackTheatre Podcast

The National Theatre has launched many

interesting podcasts over the years, but
its current series is one of the best, as host
Nadine Deller takes us on ajourney through
the rich history of Black British theatre. It's a
chronological affair that begins in the '30s with
an examination of Jamaican-born Una Marson,
and then studiously onwards. As of December
2020, it's just about to arrive at the present day.
- www.nationaltheatre.org.uk

The Hamilcast

There are plenty of US podcasts devoted

to chummy yet baffling interviews with
Broadway performers. The Hamilcastis not one
of them. Nearly 250 episodes solely devoted to
the musical ‘Hamilton” may sound like an oddball
undertaking, but host Gillian Pensavalle is a
delight as she breezes into wildly enthusiastic
chit-chat with various show veterans —it’s an
insight not justinto ‘Hamilton’, but the whole
business of being a musical theatre performer.
- www.thehamilcast.com

NAIRN ACROSS BRITAIN: BBC PHOTO ARCHIVE



CUPHEAD: STUDIO MDHR

Cuphead §

? P

Gateway heaven for lapsed button-mashers

=l If you miss playing Contra

GUlAn. A blast throughaseries of inventive
bosses, Cuphead offers hard-as-nails
difficulty reminiscent of old-school
run-and-gun platformers. Inspired by
surreal 1930scartoons and with abig-band jazz
soundtrack, it'llsurescratch thatitch for nostalgia.
-> PS4, Xbox One, Nintendo Switch, PC.

™ Ifyou miss playing Mega Man

I, Aloveletterto 8-bit games, Shovel

Knight: TreasureTrove hasall the style

and challenge of your favourite classic
s #.1 platformers. The Showdown battle

modeeven letsyou challenge your palstoaduel -

justlikethe good old days.

-> PS4, Xbox One, Nintendo Switch, PC.

Ifyou miss playing Doom
Ifyouused to play the Doom games
you’llknowwhat Doom Eternal is
allabout: havingawholelot of fun
clonkingterrifying monsters with
massive, over-the-topweapons. If you fancy
slicingademonin half, here’s where to go.

- PS4, Xbox One, Nintendo Switch, PC.

B If you miss playingTony Hawk'’s

Z Pro Skater
Aremake ofthe first two Tony Hawk
3 games, Tony Hawk'’s Pro Skater 1 +2isa
™ reminderofwhya generauon ofnon-
skaters know whata ‘switch foot pogo’is. Even the
infectious skatepunksoundtrackisstill there.
- PS4, Xbox One, PC.

-~ Ifyou miss playing RollercoasterTycoon
Athrowback park simulator, Planet
Coaster: Console Edition letsyou
build yourvery own Disneyland. The

: creative freedomisajoy, as players
can prec1sely placeeach piece of rollercoaster
tracktomakeatruly unique park.

- PS4, PS5, Xbox One, Xbox Series X.

If you miss playing Streets of Rage
Thelegendaryarcadeseriesisback
with Streets of Rage 4. The four-
player modeisaretroromp with none
is ofthetangled wires of yesteryear’s
gaming. Flghtmg endlesswaves of bad guyshas
never felt sosatisfying. m Django Zimmatore
- PS4, Xbox One, Nintendo Switch, PC.
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Culture editor
Andrzej Lukowski
dusts off his thumbs

Backin 2008, | accidentally
left my PlayStation 2 behind
moving from Bristol to seek
my fortune in the capital. |
haven’t gamed since. Life
always gotin the way. For
some reason, I've had time
on my hands this year, and
with my eldest child about
ready to game (he watches a
lot of weird Minecraft videos),
| decided to bloody well get
myselfan Xbox Series X,
Microsoft’s superpowered
new console.

Ifyou’ve been out of the
loop forthe last decade, it’s
genuinely mindblowing that
Xboxes now work mostly via
the internet.The visual leap is
staggering.There are also
alotmore menus.

That said, having dabbled
with three games - Polish
classicThe Witcher 3, the
ravishing latest‘Star Wars’
jobbie Fallen Order and fun
new gangster epicYakuza:
Like a Dragon - it's clear that
good games are still good
games, just prettierand
biggerand menu-ier.

As our forefathers moved
from Pong to Super Mario
Bros, so | have adjusted
fromTekken 2 to the
games 0f 2020.The most
groundbreaking thing is that
the Series X is designed to
look unobtrusive and has
been sitting in plain sight of
my children for weeks now,
unnoticed. Maybe | will tell
them at Christmas, if they
are good.m

- T
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TIMEOUT.COM/OFFERS

LOND@N FOR LESS

Food, drink, screenings, pop-ups: don’t miss our exclusive offers and discounts

this one’s two hours long.
Wait, how much? Just £28.

-> 101 Upper Ground. www.timeout.com/thegreenroom

‘GHBoy’

What s it? A psychological drama
setontheeast London partyscene.
Why g0? Toenjoy the power of
theatre again, of course. This
gripping play tacklescommon
misconceptions around gay culture
head on, artfully navigating death,
substance abuse and infidelity as
partofathrillingstory.

Wait, how much? Ticketsare only
£23.50 per person.

-> Charing Cross Theatre. Until Dec 20.
www.timeout.com/ghboycharingcross

The Green Room

Whatisit? The recipe for a super
Saturday, that’s what. You’'ll

get unlimited booze and some
delicious dishes for under £30.
Why go? For the genuine value.
Free-flowing drink is the main
draw of every bottomless brunch
in town. But how long do they
normally last? An hour? 90
minutes if you’re lucky? Well,

Kanishka

What is it? Sixsharingdishesin
anopulentIndian restaurant.

Why g0? Soyou canexperience the
culinary creations of a Michelin-
starred chefin swish Mayfair
surroundings. Atul Kochhar has
created an exceptional-sounding
menu that you won’t want to miss.
Wait, how much? £25 per person for
themeal. And you canadd a cocktail
foranextrafiver.

- 17-19 Maddox St
www.timeout.com/kanishkamayfair

Moriarty’s Game:

AKiller in the Hive

Whatis it? Animmersive virtual
crime dramathatyoucanplay with
your pals, wherever they are.

Why buy? To prove to your mates
thatyou’reabetterdetectivethan
theyare. You’llcomplete avariety
of sleuthing tasks in 90 minutes of
Sherlock Holmes-style action.
Wait, how much? Ticketsare £11 per
device, butwe’'vebagged you three
fortwoontop ofthat.

-> www.timeout.com/moriartysgame

Theatre, music, events: get the best deals in town. Search ‘Time Out offers’

Time Out London December 15 2020

Inamo

Whatisit? Unlimited sushiand a
beer, glass of wine or sake. Let’sbe
honest, we've featured this offer so
many times you probably know the
menu offby heart. Butyoulotloveit,
soherewegoagain, folks.

Why g0? Becauseit’sstillunreal
value, the food isstill deliciousand
there’sstillasmuch of itasyou like.
Wait, how much? Ohyes, you
guessed it:it’sstilljust £22 —enjoy!
-> 134-136 Wardour Stand 11-14 Hanover Place.
www.timeout.com/inamoagain

BRIAN DANDRIDGE



Missing Thealre?

Pledge your support for theatre now by buying
Theatre Tokens so you can visit your local theatre,
or see your favourite show when they reopen.

The perfect gift for you or your loved ones!

Redeemable at every West End Theatre and at
over 260 venues across the UK

You can have total flexibility as there is no expiry
date.

TheatreTokens.com
Giving back to theatre since 1984
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