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Nature created electricity.
Porsche gave it soul.

Discover more at Porsche.co.uk/taycan
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When breath is condensing in the December__“:

air, there is never a more wonderful time for

the u/ﬂi’nﬂﬁ that chilli brings to any dish,

whether deep in the heart of a rich beef stew

+

e or dusted over a rich and creamy hot
chocolate. Our chilli flakes are sourced from
cayenne peppers grown in India and use the
perfect ratio of red flakes and yellow seeds,

to ensure that every bowl and plate has

; | % 0&5/) 5/)/% kick, =

& * @E e

SPICE UP YOUR SENSES




ENDO AT ROTUNDA: JOHN SCOTT BLACKWELL; SHIRE HORSES: ANDY PARSONS

Inside Out of time

From working horses to the men

This week’s Time Out who light the city’s 1,500 gas lamps,
in no time at all we celebrate disappearing London
PAGE 39

‘Jumaniji:The
Next Level’

‘Welcome to the Jungle’ was good
(surprisingly). The sequel’s better!
Seems The Rockis onaroll

PAGE 72

Five-star
Japanese

Endo offers the ultimate omakase
(chef’s selection) experience

PAGE 91

It’s Kidsmas!

Putyour cross in the box then get out From the trad to the kooky, we've rustled
of your box at one of the election-night up everything you need to keep them
parties getting started this Thursday merry over the Christmas hols
PAGE 60
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‘Shut your mouth and work’ is the
advice that John Boyega would give
his younger self. So this week we’re
giving him the chance to do a bit of
honest graft, as he takes over Time .

Out. He’s popping up through the el b
mag telling us about his personal ‘Shu Waur mouth
London recommendations, and tells and work’

us about his hOp es fora (literally) Qurguest editor lays down the law
sunnier future for the capital. :

Behind the scenes of John Boyega’s guest edit

I've got AN IDEA. London’s best trousers.

JOHN BOYEGA
e

Think we're done!

The feature about me. How many pages?

Check outTime Out’s Instagram for more exclusive stuff from John.

@timeoutlondon f facebook.com/timeoutiondon , @timeoutlondon “&=" timeout.com/news
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.

Own it now on DD

Normal price £10. *Included in 3 for £20 when bought with any other DVDs, Books or CDs in this offer. Must be
purchased in the same transaction. Offer ends on the 15th Dec. Subject to availability. In selected stores only.

@ © BIF Bruce Limited 2019. All Rights Reserved. © Entertainment One UK Limited 2019. All Rights Reserved.
e Home entertainment products distributed exclusively by Universal Pictures Home Entertainment for Entertainment One.




GINGERBREAD: LUKE O'DONOVAN; VOTE: GUY CORBISHLEY / ALAMY

Edited by James Manning
@timeoutlondon

THE ESSENTIALS

£ POLLING |
STATION

Vote!

Yes, yet another election. Yes, we know it’s cold.

Still, don’t forget to vote on Thursday, especially

if you're in a marginal seat. And keep a look out
for #dogsatpollingstations while you're at it.

Eat this

Everything tastes better battered — which is why
quality Soho chippy Poppies is serving deep-fried
Quality Street chocolates this Christmas. Pick up

this indulgent festive special at £2.50 for five.

Get the latest from London at timeout.com/news

Gingerbread,
man!

BREATHING IN CENTRAL London air might
be the same as smoking 150 cigarettes a year
(according to a terrifying new study by the
British Heart Foundation), but the heart of our
capital has been given a fragrant makeover

in the Museum of Architecture’s annual
‘Gingerbread City’ exhibition.

For possibly the sweetest festive event
you’llfind in London, serious architects have
ditched conventional building materials for
gingerbread bricks and sugar-paste mortar.
Morethan 100 of them have created the tiny city
which canbe found at Somerset House - and
oneofthesectionsisdedicated to London. You’'ll
find abiscuity Battersea Power Station with
marshmallow towers, a candy-covered Oxford
Circusand asugary recreation of the Eurostar
terminal. See the pretty, icing-piped world for
yourself, and resist the urge tonibble at it. m
Ellie Walker-Arnott
-> Museum of Architecture’s ‘Gingerbread City’, Somerset House.
© Temple. Until Jan 5. £9, £7 concs.

Three things you have to do this week

Support this |
E8 boozer The Pembury Tavern teams up with
local charity Hackney Winter Night Shelter for

a festive fundraiser tonight, with free beer for
donations and a charity White Christmas pizza.
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City life

MAKE JEOBEDE gerrerR

London’s got problems. Here’s how we fix them

Discover more ways to make a
difference at timeout.com/better

London Basket Brigade

WHAT IS IT?
Avolunteer scheme
that has been
delivering food
baskets to families in
need at Christmastime
forthe last 23 years.
Volunteers come
together every
December to pack
and distribute around
1,500 hampers to
people across the
city. More than 700
Londoners joined
in with the massive
charity effort last
year. This Christmas,
Basket Brigade is back
on the hunt for helpers
to make it happen.

WHY DOES
IT MATTER?
The festive season
is all about giving to
others, and nobody
should have to go
without a meal. Each
package contains
everything a family
needs to cook a
roast dinner with all
the trimmings, along
with a Christmas pud
and mince pies. If
you know somebody
who could use a food
hamper, you can
nominate a family —
head to London Basket
Brigade’s website to
find out how.

- www.basketbrigade.org.uk

HOW CAN |
GET INVOLVED?
The project’s packing
and delivery day is
December 23 -it's
always great fun, with a
sound system blasting
festive bangers. Even
if you can only spare a
few hours, organisers
encourage you to come
along: just make sure
you register online
before December 16.
Can’t make iton the
day but wantto chip
in? Donate money to
help make someone’s
Christmas — £15 pays
foran entire hamper. ®
ElHunt

Sit back.
Feet up.
Tuck In.

Enjoy a gourmet meal

in your first-class seat

Download the myODEON app

Time Out London December 10 — 16 2019

Exclusively at

ODEON

LUXE&DINE
ISLINGTON
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City life

GREEN GODDESS

Eco campaigner Natalie Fee answers
your questions about sustainable

Dean Notale:

My daughter is nearing her first
period. She cares deeply about the
environment — she’s always telling
me off when | forget my coffee cup
or reusable shopping bag! And so
I’d love to know: what sustainable
period products are out there? |
want to be able to give her a choice
in line with her environmental
principles, and I really want her to
feel that her period is something
she can talk openly about.

Susan via email

Dear Susan,

It’sbrilliant you’re considering
environmentally friendly options.
Inthe UKweuse around 4.3 billion
disposable menstrual products
eachyear, most of which are made
fromor contain plastic. The average
packofconventional pads contains
the same amount of plastic as five
carrier bags. Fivel And what’s worse
isthataround 1.4 million of them

Time Out London December 10 — 16 2019

living in the city

are flushed into our sewers every
single day: which meansblocked
drains, home flooding and sewage
spillsspewing plastic applicators,
pantylinersand padsoutintoour

rivers and seas.

may cost more, but comparedtoa
lifetime of disposables, they can
save around £6,000 over 30 years!
And they’re zero-waste, which
makesthemKkinder tothe planet.

Interms of disposable options,

W@®RD
ONTHE
STREET

The most ridiculous
things we’ve
overheard in

London this week

Happily, there areloads of new
kidsontheblockintermsofreusable
menstrual products. Washable

opt fororganic and plastic-free to
supportthe world’s soil health (as
well ashuman health). Natracare’s

pads, menstrual cups, reusable
applicators, and period pantsare

organic non-applicator tampons
costthesameasthebigbrand

massively disrupting equivalents.
thestatus quo. Hurrah! Whenitcomesto
Forsome, theidea Natalie Fee is an bustingthose myths
of gettingto grips environmental and taboos, Thugely
withaMooncup (a campaigner, author recommend Natalie
brand of menstrual and speaker. She Byrne’sbook ‘Period’
cup) ontheir first founded the City to Sea asaChristmasgift this
periodisdaunting. non-profitand her book year.She could also
Soyoucouldsether ‘How to Save the World signherschoolupto
upwithareusable for Free’ is published www.rethinkperiods.
applicator from Dame by Laurence King. org.uk-afreeperiod
and some organic education programme
tampons. Ifshe prefers - Meet Natalie this thatseriously rocks.
external products, Saturday at the Zero Merry menstruating,
your daughter could Waste Christmas Market. oneandall!m
trywashable padsat The Boiler House. Got a question for
home and use organic © Liverpool St. Natalie? Write to
disposable padsout SatDec 7. £6.50. greengoddess@
and about. Reusables www.zerowastegoods.com timeout.com.

‘Iboughteveryone
delicious pastries,
butyoucan’t
havedairy...so
yougetahug.’

‘Did you know that
hippo milkis pink?’

‘Andyoushould
haveseenustrying
togetthefucking
parrotsintothe
hotelroom.

‘Alotof canned meat
hasstarted turning
upinyourbaking -1
tookitthatyouwere
shunningme.

‘I'mgoingto
carpethefuck
outofdiem.

‘My boyfriend just
messaged meto
askhowtospell

my name.’

‘Ugh, mylifeis
justlike onebig
fuckingopenbar.’

‘Itdoesn’t make you
poo. It makesyou
wanttopoo.’

‘Ithink whisky
makesme
morefemme.’

I

Overheard something weird?
Tweet us #wordonthestreet
@timeoutlondon
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City life

BOB DYLANS SISy
HEARTBREAKINGLY PERSONAL & UNIVERSAL.
AS CLOSE AS MORTALS COME
IHEAVEN ON EARTH

Ben Brantley, The New York Times

Instagramming this week

‘RL THEVIEW FROM YOU

FROM THE

NORTI
Coynte

WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY NUSIC & LYRICS BY

CONOR BOB
McPHERSON DYLAN

f"‘u
’:'_" 3 -, i ~ -'
3 L s Al

ANSSN S Qdimitar_hr e
‘Holidays are coming at Piccadilly Circus.
Bit of an early showing from Santa, though!’

i\ °" W N N ) L —— ‘The blue door at 42 Bull's Head ‘Diamonds out for delivery?
g o P " o | Passage appears in Harry Potter!’ A happy Sunday on Bond Street.’

B

—

__ @photographyby_vee

GirIFrumTheNurthCountry.I.ondun ‘Even rush hour in central London ‘Breakfast at Searcys. It's not
makes for a pretty sight. Tiffany’s, but this will do just fine.’

GIELGUD THEATRE

MDA ackinosh ik Want to see your Insta-shots of the capital
in print? Tag them #timeoutlondon
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~6months
alf price

#5G| Ready

Unlimited data

£10 a month for 6 months
Then £20 a month
5G Ready at no extra cost

Switch today online, in-store
or call 0333 338 1056

: We’re building
the UK’s fastest
5G network

Price correct at time of going to press. Offer available on our 24 month Unlimited data SIM-Only plan. Advertised monthly cost of £10 payable in first 6 months, increasing to full monthly price of £20 from month 7. Price
includes £5 monthly discount for paying by a recurring method, such as Direct Debit. Each May, your monthly package price will increase by an amount up to the RPI rate, published in the February that year. See three.
co.uk/terms. Compatible with our 5G mobile network as it rolls out in your area. Compatible device required. See three.co.uk/5g



City life

MY LONDON STORY

Founder of community arts project

I GREW UP in Findon, just outside of Worthing.
When I wasn’t at school, I was at dance school.
On Saturdays, we’d take the train to Brighton:
from the age of eight I'd go to watch plays. Later I
performed in musicals, and went on to drama
school. After that, I moved to west London. I got
involved in the ballet scene, doing choreography
for the Royal Ballet School graduates.
OnedayIjustcouldn’tdoitany more:the
culture there wasn't quite right
forme. Thearts are desperately

Theatre Peckham

Ithought: Well, walk out your door and find out
aboutPeckham.

SoonThad children of my own.Imetso many
otherkidswith huge potential, but there was
nothing forthemtodowithit.Iwanted to put
somethinginanareawhere there was nothing.
We opened Theatre Peckham on the North
Peckham Estatein 1985.1bagged achurch hall,
and we made sure it was a safe space.

Inthe’80s, thatestate was
regarded asano-gozone. Therefuse

elitist,and oftenit’sabout whether ¢ I wa nted serviceswouldn’tgothere, sothere
you can afford it.Iwanted to give were piles of rubbish everywhere.
disadvantaged kids the things that to pUt Thekidsidentified withit.Itook

M oemsoneexzamoneyl | SOMEHING & vorr. Teveesthatyou
taught English tochildren from inan area should have towalk through all this
the South Asian community Wh ere rubbish’. She apologised for taking
around Southall and Ealing. Ireally metoher ownhome.

loved them.SoIdidateaching there was Whenkids are robbed of self-

qualificationinstead.

Iwashead of dramainvarious
schoolsaround south London.
AfterIgotmarried,Iendedupin
Peckham.Ididn’tknow anybody.

Time Out London December 10 — 16 2019

nothing’

esteem, the artsare apowerful tool.

Iwanted toget these children turned
ontotheatre, and demystify thearts.
We’d teach writing from youngblack
writersassoonaswe could. Wehad a

14

‘Forme,
Teresa Early
isahero.She
developed and
built Theatre
Peckham, and
it's a place for
so many kids
from the area
to come and
have a home.
Givingthema
voice is really
important.*

hilarioustime doing Noél Coward. The kidsused
heightened RP: high posh voices, like the Queen.

In2001, wedid an after-school project at
Oliver Goldsmith Primary Schoolin Peckham,
andalittleboy called John Boyega was there.
Hewanted toact,and started comingalongto
Theatre Peckham —you couldn’t keep him out!
Laterheused tobunkschooltocome.Thadtotell
him hewasn’tallowed! There are so many others
like John. Theybecome actors, writers, directors,
performers, teachers or producers.

People ask: how do you make theatre more
diverse? Youcan’tdoaflash-in-the-panthing

with trendy youngactors and then forget about it.

Thekids have gottobe given as much as possible
OftenIaskmyself: why do Ilove working with

young people?It’sexhausting, worrying...and

oftentheyareveryannoying! ButIjustlike them.

They havebrilliant, brightenergy. B

Interview by El Hunt

- www.theatrepeckham.co.uk

Formore unique looks at London life,
head to timeout.com/stories

ANDY PARSONS
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City life

IT

HAPPENED

HERE

Comedian Olga Koch intended to
set sail on a wholesome birthday
boat trip. Soon her voyage took an
unexpected turn...

LONDON’S REGENT’S CANAL will forever hold
a special place in my heart. Specifically, the
chunk from Coal Drops Yard to Angel. For my
twenty-seventh birthday I fulfilled my lifelong
dream of having a glamorous boat party. To keep
within reasonable budget, I settled on less of a

yacht and more of an enlarged canoe. One balmy

September evening, we embarked on the voyage
of alifetime.

The proseccowas popping. The houmouswas
flowing (Waitrose’s own, noless). To our collective
delight, the triptook an unexpected twist.

Ourroute had Thorpe Park-level thrills
on offer. We opted for the Islington Tunnel,
which connectsKing’s Crossand Angel viaa
narrow opening (insertjoke here). It looks like
somewhere goth teenagerswould gotohavean
engagement photoshoot.

HIREALA

Great things that we love in other cities

NewYork’s
Nutella Café

Time Out London December 10 — 16 2019

Picturethis: the darkness had settled. Our
patient captainturned on astring of sparkling
fairylights aswe glided back to the narrow
opening (ayo). The speakers were blasting the
timeless nautical bop, ‘Underthe Sea’, from
Disney’s ‘The Little Mermaid’. Suddenly, we spot
acoupleonacanalside bench, mereinchesaway.
Apicture-perfectscene: two people madly in
love, one holdingabouquet of flowers. They are

s h D

t
J

T T

See the whole
illustrated story
atinstagram.com/
timeoutlondon

alsononchalantly engaging in full oral sex. Our
proximity did notbother the couple. Ifanythingit
feltlike our closeness informed theirlovemaking.
Iwill never forget all of us standing there,
plasticchampagne flutesin hand, in stunned awe.
‘Darlingit’sbetter, down where it’s wetter, take it
fromme,’ belted the anthropomorphic crab from
theboat’ssound system. Man, Ilovethecanal.m
- Olga Koch: ‘If/Then’ is at Soho Theatre, Feb 12-15 2020.

NUTS FOR NUTELLA? Sadly you’ll
have to head across the pond to hit
up this New York spot.

Everythingonthe menu includes
thehazelnutspread. Pound cake
panzanella? Check. Nutellaice
cream? Check. Grilled bananabread
with Nutella?! We're salivatingjust
thinkingaboutit. There’sevena
create-your-ownstation - likea
salad bar, butamillion timesbetter
andinfinitely tastier.

So,will Londonbe gettinga
spoonful ofthe action? Nothing has
been confirmed, but Nutelladid
openapop-upinHarveyNichols
afewyearsago. Here’shopingthat
acafé full of hazelnutty goodness
materialises this side of the Atlantic.
Fornow, we’ll just have to make do
with eatingitstraight fromthejar.m
CharlieAllenby

ILLUSTRATION DAN EVANS
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door

Costa Coffee is available
on Deliveroo in 50
stores in the UK.

Geographic and menu
restrictions apply.

l Download on the GET ITON
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City life

LONDON EYE

People
power

THE BEST THING about this city are the people
who live here. There are almost 9 million

of us, and while it can feel lonely trying to
navigate the hellscape that is rush hour at
Bank, there are amazing Londoners building
tight-knit communities all over the capital.

For a new exhibition at the Southbank Centre,
photographer Liz Johnson Artur has turned the
lens on to some of the groups creating those
links - in this case, south of the river.

‘LondonIs Love’ visits a few of the communities
making London more welcoming, including
Camberwell’ssuper-inclusive LGBTQ+ venue
The Chateau, creative collective Born N Bread,
and Ebony Horse Club: ariding centre in Brixton ek gt ;
for disadvantaged young people. You’ll also spot L8 & g " J TAKE METO.ON
Archbishop’s Park Gardening Club-aLambeth ' \
project that provides a calming space for adults
with mental health issues—and Coldharbour
Lane’ssecondhand institution Bookmongers
of Brixton amongthe array of photographs on
display across the Southbank Centre.

Show these picturesto your grumbling relative
who thinks London typesare mean, unfriendly
and self-obsessed. Take that, Nan!® El Hunt
-> ‘London Is Love’ is at the Royal Festival Hall and Queen Elizabeth
Hall until Jan 5. © Waterloo. Free.

More city snaps at timeout.com/photography

\\\ ‘_“. “1
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’ Save £20 on the
magical AirPods

Don’t forget yourself this Christmas
Search 02 Christmas deals

Tetefinia 2

Get £20 off Apple AirPods from 21 Nov 2019 to 22 Dec 2019 when purchased directly from 02. Non Wireless Was £159, now £139. Wireless Was £199, now £179. Subject to availability, while stocks last. Terms apply, see 02.co.uk/terms




Put your money away! Here are the week’s best free events

JINGLE HELLS, JINGLE HELLS

‘The Depth of
Darkness, the
Return of the Light’

For the 2019 winter commission,
artist Anne Hardy has turned one
half of Tate Britain into a spooky
abandoned temple on the banks

of the Thames, rumbling with the
sound of thunder and the hum of
relentless mosquitoes. Scarier than
chucking out time at Inferno’s.

-> Tate Britain. © Pimlico. Until Jan 26.
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ATMMM...
Deliveroo free
bacon sarnies
Celebrate ‘bleak
Friday’,akathe UK’s
festive hangover peak,
atareal-life piggy
bank. Deliveroois
buildinga ‘rash point’
(nothingtodowith
STDs), dispensing free
baconsandwichesto
office Christmas party
survivors.

-> BankJunction. © Bank.
Wed Dec 11-FriDec 13.

ELECTION-CHEERS
The SunTavern’s
Polling Punch
It’stime forreal change
-notthatyou’llneed
any to pay for this
round, though. After
youvote thisweek,
flash your polling card
orapollingstation
selfieat The Sun
TaverninBethnal
Greeninexchange for
apoitin-laced treat.

-> The SunTavern.

© Bethnal Green. Thu Dec 12.

CHRISTMAS BRAKE
iBike London
Santa Cruise
Digoutyour fakebeard
and somethingred
forabecostumedride
through town with
iBike. Meetonthe
South Bankatnoon
beforerollingup The
Mall, pedalling past
HydeParkandlooping
through the City before
returning to Waterloo.
-> Southbank. © Waterloo.
SatDec 14.

HITTHE HIGH NOTES
Westminster
Chapel Carols
Swerve Westminster
Abbey foritssmall
and friendly cousin:
Westminster Chapel
opensitsdoorsfora
candlelit carol concert
(followed by mince
pies)onSunday
eveningat 5.30pm. It’s
aninclusive church, so
everyone’swelcome.
-> Buckingham Gate.

© StJames’s Park. Sun Dec 15.

Looking forthings to do all year round? Try timeout.com/ free

HE DEPTH OF DARKNESS, THE RETURN OF THE LIGHT, ANNE HARDY TATE BRITAIN WINTER COMMISSION

©ANNE HARDY: COURTESY MAUREEN PALEY, LONDON. PHOTO © TATE (OLIVER COWLING) 2019



WHY GO TO AN ART
GALLERY WHEN YOUR TV
IS A MASTERPIECE?

JUST STAY IN

JOHN
LEWIS

& PARTNERS

Samsung The Frame QLED TV
5-year guarantee included

NEVER KNOWINGLY UNDERSOLD SINCE 1925




‘Sorry, you
wantto put who
onthe cover?’

Ahead of the release of the final ‘Star Wars’ film,
Peckham-born star John Boyega is taking over the
editor’s chair at Time Out this week. He takes a break
from his busy diary for a chat with Caroline McGinn.
Portraits Andy Parsons




SHARP SUIT, GIGANTIC grin, infectious sense
of fun: you know when Time Out’s guest editor,
John Boyega, is in the room. The Peckham
boy-turned-galactic superstar is a natural in
the editor’s chair, with his feet up on the desk,
flicking through layouts, and he has everyone
hooting with laughter. A second-generation
Nigerian immigrant, Boyega grew up on a
Peckham housing estate, the son of a minister
and a care worker. His story is a quintessentially
London one. And the city’s arts and community
organisations have contributed colossally to
his success. Years before he was tapped up for
‘Star Wars’ as its most relatable new hero, Finn,
he was seizing the city’s opportunities: training
at Theatre Peckham; performing and taking in
shows at Shakespeare’s Globe, the Royal Albert
Hall, the Roundhouse, the Young Vic. All world-
class stages; all deeply rooted in London.
It’sastory touched by tragedy too: Boyegaand
hissister Grace were amongthelast peopletosee
theirschoolfriend and fellow Nigerian Londoner
Damilola Taylor alive before his murderin 2000.
ButBoyegais heretodaytotell another, more
positive story about London, to celebrate the
peopleand organisationsthatinspired him,
taught him, and allowed hisauthentic self-
expression. It’sthe kind of story worth retelling,
especially atatime when the newsdarkens every
day, funding for culture and youth programmes
isthreatened, and London kids are too often
stereotyped asvictims or perpetrators of crime.
JohnBoyegaisourguesteditorbecause he’s
aLondonboywho’sgone stratospheric,and a
hands-down lovely guy. He’stestament tothe
opportunitiesthat London can offer, and this
issueisdedicated tothe places and people
who have helped him and many others. 9
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John Boyega

Let’s start withTheatre Peckham, which | know is
close to your heart.

‘Theatre Peckham was whereItrained -the
firsttheatre whereIreally discovered the arts.
Igotascholarship there whenIwasatprimary
school. Teresa Early, who’s the founder, waslike:
“You can come and train for free.” She gave me
areally good opportunity. AllofasuddenIwas
opened upintoaworld of contemporary theatre,
dance, tap, ballet...’

I didn’t have you down as a ballet kid...

‘Ballet classes were a bit tough! ButIgot to meet
otherkids whowere into the performingarts,
which washard in school. Alot of my friendships
are fromthere. Ifeltlike Ihad creative people
around the whole time, always performing.

We did performances at the Roundhouse,

my college drama group won acompetition

to perform atthe National Theatre, and all
ofthat made me more passionate about it. It’sso
important tohave these youth groups, and not
cuttheir funding.

What are your memories of growing up

in Peckham?

‘Playing outside, playing knock-down ginger,
where you go around knockingon people’sdoors
and running away (sorry, Colin at number six!).
Hoursoffun.Iwenttoanall-boyssecondary
school, sowe would meet up with thelocal
all-girls schoolin Marble Arch and have water
fights. We’d flirt alittle, exchange numbers, go to
Trocadero.I'm from south, so Trocadero was like
goingtoanalien planet. We were like: “Look! Girls
from north-west London!™

You still take your friends and family to your
premieres. Do they ever do anything embarrassing?
‘Nooo! My dad is my guy. He doesn’t know anyone
inHollywood so he will be talking to abig massive
starand he’ll say: “Oh, that man is very nice. Very
tall.” AndT’ll belike: “Dad, you werejust talking to
Dwayne Johnson, dude!” “Verytall” -Ilove that.

How important are your friends?

‘My friendshipcircleis cool. It’s great for me,
mental-health-wise, tostill feel like part ofthe
lads, tonotbelike theleader. Because 'mthe
youngest; 'mnot theleader.Idon’t want to feel
like the famous guy —it’s not my forte.’

You sometimes see kids who get wealthy and
successful early then go off the rails. How come
that hasn’t happened to you?

‘Tdon’tknow ifthat narrativeistrue.Igetit:
money, fame, allthose things are bigtemptations
and cansway your mind in several different ways
butthere’ssomething about you beingthe person
that worked for what you have. People have
baddaysandIdon’tjudge them.Iused towhen
Iwasn’tacelebrity.I'd see somethingabouta
celebrity, I'd laugh, I'd give my opinion, but once I
becameonel’d seethingsthat were noteventrue.
Idon’twant to partake: it kills your brain cells.
When it comestokeepinggroundeditisn’tjust
that this person got money and fame then started

Time Out London December 10 — 16 2019

‘'ddoa
“StarWars”
sequelin
40years’
time.With
my Burberry
walking

stick!’

actinglike adick—maybe they were poor before
and maybe when they got rich they were kicked
outofthatenvironment, like: “You've changed,
youcan’tstay.” Thenthey gotothe wealthy

and the wealthy arelike: “You’re from a poor
background, gobackthere.” That can cause you
tohavebad days.Iunderstand that.’

You're facing the end of ‘StarWars’. It's huge.

It’s not just another movie, it’s part of our culture,
it’s like Christmas. How does that feel?

‘The way everyone’sgoingon aboutthe release
ofthisfilm you’d think Jesus was born this year!
You'd thinkhe’sabout to come this December! It’s
partofeveryone’s culture and childhood: it’sabig
partof mine. The feeling of seeingthat “Star Wars”
logo comingout ofthe screen —itjust reminds you
ofhow you felt the first time youwatched it. 'm
happytobeone partofthejigsaw puzzle because
itisfrickin’ massive. It’semotional.’

9
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John Boyega

Was everyone crying on set on the last day?
‘Forreal. We allhad abigcry.It’salso the feeling
ofjoy and being thankful for you guys, for all

the people who’'ve been comingoutto see the
films, inatime whenit’'sharderand harderto get
peopleouttothecinema.It’sappreciated.It’sa
partof people’slives. Tobe one of the many faces
ofitisverycool.

If‘Star Wars’ asked you to come back for a sequel
in40years’ time would you do it?

‘Yeah, man!T’d come on with my walking

stick, my Burberry walking stick! That’s
whatIwant!’

Last time we met, you talked about how
proud you were about helping make
the franchise more diverse.What else
needs to happen in the industry?
‘Tstill feel very proud of the
growththat’'sbeengoing

on, but, for me, ownership
isthe mostexcitingthing.
Manyactorsare writingand
takingownership of the
creative process. And for
theindustrytofollowsuitin
backingup thatvoice, that’s
super-important. Youwant
toknowinthe nexttenyears
youwon’thaveto have certain
conversations —justtoleavethe
BSpoliticsand all thatcrapin
therealworld andletartbeart.’

Time Out London December 10 — 16

There’s a crop of amazing British filmmakers

from different backgrounds coming through.

How important is representation among the
makers, not just the actors?

‘It’sveryimportant to be the makers —especially
ifyouhave cultural awareness of these characters
and those stories that you're writing — butevenif
you're creating a fantasy, that’s yourimagination.
Seeing people take ownership of that: it gives me
motivationtokeepgoing.’

What's next for you?
‘Isetup my production companyin2016,on
thebackof “Pacific Rim Uprising”, afteralong
timebeingonsetlearningand seeing people
who are at the top of their game producing,
collaborating and finding funding for
projects.Iwould love an opportunity to
play British as well as Americanroles,
I'dlovetoexploreroles at home. With
Britishentertainment there’s
something quite humble. We’re
like: “We’re entertaining you,
sorryifit’stooloud!” Whereasin
Americathey’relike: “Here we
go, here’stheaction!” AndIfeel
like abit of that DNA mixed in
withwhatit means
tobe British, which
meansvarious
different things
would be incredible for
ourindustry and create
more opportunities for actors.’

26

MoSE15ly Finn (John Boyega, back right)
with Chewbacca (Joonas Suotamo), Poe
Dameron (Oscar Isaac) and Rey (Daisy
Ridley) in ‘Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker’

Because of playing Finnin ‘StarWars’,you’re a
hero to a lot of kids now. What advice would you
give the young John Boyega?

‘Shut your mouth and work! Stop talking about
it—you’re only talking about it because you're
scared. Work! And be easier on yourself when it
comestoobstacles because youdidn’tchoose
those obstaclestobe there.’

And what if it all hadn’t worked out? Editor of
Time Out London? Estate agent?

‘Estate agent was definitely on the cards!
Architect, cartoonist. Or, you know, working at
Butlin’sasacharacterin one of their pop videos.’

What are your hopes for London?

‘More unity, more togethernessin termsof class.
Answerstoquestionsonissuesthatareimportant
tocitizens, such as Grenfell.Thope for that.
Improved funding for after-school clubs.I'd like
toseeaLondonthatdoesn’tjustgetsoldtothe
wealthy, aLondon where everyone hasachance.’

Anything else?

‘Moresunny days! It lifts London’s spirits. This
part-time workthe sunisdoingisridiculous. You
peekoveracloudin Londonand thenyou’redone.
In LA youshowyourbutt tothe whole of America.
Iwantconsistentsuninthiscity. Sortitout!’m

-> ‘Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker is in cinemas on Dec 19.

Find more movie news at
timeout.com/film
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John Boyega

What'’s the first thing you do when

you come back to London?

‘| getin my carand | go for a drive around
south-east London: go through Crystal
Palace, go over to Peckham, come back
to my house. | just want to go and see my
stomping ground real quick.

Ifyou could only eét one thingin

L ondon whatwould ithe? What's your favourite park
ondon what would it be?

in London?

‘My native food, jollof rice.

I'd recommend 805 on Old Kent Road,
that’s the spot that | took Harrison

Ford to. He had a good time, ended up

sleepingin the car after. Solid!”

‘Ooh, thatis tough! | love
Richmond Park because they've got
deer,man!They’ve got deer: that’s
proper nature.That blew me away. | only

went there recently. It's so faraway!’

What's your
favourite London
landmark?

Best view of
London?

‘Any point within
‘I love going to the

Nine EIms and
Royal Festival Hall. Battersea where
Great live music, you can see the old
amusical lift, what Battersea Power
more could you Station and the
ask for?’ city skyline!

ohn Boyega:
my London

What’s hot (deer, jollof rice) and not
(crumpets, disrespectful pigeons)

Pigeons or rats? What do non-

Londoners get
Best bus route? Favourite tube line? most wrong about
the city?

‘I'm going to go for
rats. With rats, | know
they're not going to ‘llove the 171.1 used to get it ‘They all suck. | can’t say the
come close to me from Southampton Way all the Bakerloo, it's too hot. Bakerloo ‘When | speak to

when I'm stomping
around because
they're scared.
Pigeons these days
in London have no
respect. Five years
ago, | could kick my
footand the pigeon

would be out of there.

Now? The pigeon
justdoesn’t move.
Ifind that highly
disrespectful.

way through Elephant & Castle,

up to the South Bank, Waterloo
Bridge, the Strand.

I love seeing the skyline!

and Central are the worst. I'll
say the Northern line, fast.
That's the black line, right?

Fast,done’

people who've never
been here, it's always
“tea and crumpets”.
Idon’teven like
crumpets: that thing
isdry! I need five
litres of water after
leatone! Butit'sa
diverse place, there
are so many different
cultures. Londoners
know how to have
agood time!

December 10 — 16 2019 Time Out London
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Borough Market

- g

AT

BOROUGH MARKET

] London Bridge
to Westminster
START London Bridge tube
END Westminster tube
Ifyouwant tosend your sensesinto
overdrive thiswinter, head tothe South

Bank. The Thamesside walkway turns
intoawintery marvelin the build-up
tothebigday, as Christmas markets

appear lined with stalls of artisanal
goodies. Fuel up ahead of your stroll

at Borough Market (a prime spot for
cheeseboard research), but besureto
leave room for the tasty treats on offer at
the Southbank Centre’s Winter Market,

includingraclette and bratwurst.
Onyour way from Borough tothe

Need a break from binge-watching box sets Southbank Centre, popinto

. . . . The Founder’s Arms for awarming
and IlOShlIlg mince pleS? Chal’lle Allenby glasspfmulledwinea}ndviewsacross
goes walking in a winter wonderland e Tharce et o
(and Stratford). Illustrations Elly Walton Westminster Bridge.
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Winter walks

Highgate to
Stoke Newington

START Highgate tube

END Stoke Newington Overground
Did you know there’s awalking route that circles
theentire circumference of London? (No, it
doesn’tinvolve trudging your way around

the M25.) The Capital Ringis madeupof 15

bitesize sections that together form a 78-mile H g

patharound thecity. Unless you're trying to Pa d d I n to n to
find anovel way of burning off all those drums

of Quality Street, you probably won’t want to ca m d e n Town
attempt the whole thingin one go. Instead, try START Paddington tube

section 12 (five miles) and tick off some of north END CamdenTown tube

The Hawley Arms .
5 Arms Everwondered what the animals

of LondonZoo getuptooverthe
festive break? Take astroll alongthe
Regent’s Canal and find out. Setting
off from Little Venice, make your
- waypastthegrand townhouses
: and mansions of Maida Vale
before entering Regent’s
Park. Here, you can
channel yourinner David
Attenborough as you
passbysome of London
Zoo’sresidents, before
working your way
roundtolegendary
boozerThe Hawley
Arms and mooching
around the goth shops
intheepicentre of
darknessthatis
Camden Town.

London’swildest bits — Parkland Walk, Woodberry
Wetlands, Clissold Park’s deer paddock - before
getting cosy with a pintin small but perfectly
formed pubThe Auld Shillelagh.

Time Out London December 10 — 16 2019
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Winter walks

East Croydon to
Wandsworth

START East Croydon rail

END Wandsworth Town rail

Toreally stretch yourlegs, try this perambulation
thatstarts offin Croydon. The south London
hubiswhere theiconic Wandle Trail begins. It’s
al4-mileramblethattakesyou fromthe burbs
rightintothe heartof the city (okay, Wandsworth).
Alongthe way, you can spot wildlife on Wilderness
Island. You’'ll also pass remains of the capital’s
industrial past, including former textile factory
Merton Abbey Mills, which now lays on arts, crafts,
food and drink. Althoughit’salot furtheralong
than the midway point, The Halfway House in
Earlsfield isagreat spottorecharge with some
pubgrub -and you will definitely have earned it
bythen.

Time Out London December 10 — 16 2019

North Greenwich
to Stratford

START North Greenwich tube

END Stratford tube

Gotaculture-obsessed guest staying with you
overthefestive period - the person whorolls their
eyeseverytime youstick on another episode of
‘Gavin & Stacey’? Break free from the Netflix binge
and dosomethingthatshould keep everyone
happy, even the mostdiscerning art buff. East
London’sThe Line combines acanalside walk, a
triponthe DLR and aride on the Emirates Air Line
with anumber of works by top sculptors dotted
alongthe way - Antony Gormley and Abigail
Fallis’s pieces arejust two of the highlights. Swing
by Print House Bar & Kitchen to toast asuccessful
family outing, before heading hometo continue
your Gavlaaar marathon. Tidy!
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Winter walks

Richmond to
Hampton Court

START Richmond tube
END Hampton Court rail
Ifall you want for Christmasisto pet
aload of cute dogs, walk thisway...
Whether you’d like to take your
poochoutintheir new festive outfit
oryou’rejustlooking foranexcuse
tostroke furry four-legged friends,
expect canines galore on thisjaunt
alongthe south-west London stretch
of the Thames. If all that tail-wagging
actionleavesyouabit hotunder
thecollar, theriverside Boaters Inn
hasmicrobrewed refreshmentson
tapand is perfectlysituated fora
halfway pit stop between Richmond
and Hampton Court. It’s pup-
friendlytoo, soyou cancarryon
dog-spottingasyousip your pint.m

woemmy
/

P 32904

==

Hampton Court Palace

Find more festive activities at
timeout.com/ christmas
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Lastin London

From artisan globe-makers to modern-day lamplighters,
Alexandra Sims meets the specialists keeping London
traditions alive. Photography Andy Parsons

9
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Horsing around

Tom Nixon, Edward
MacDowell and Coral
Hill with Heath (left)
and Nobby (right)

The last working shire horses

Tom Nixon
Trainer at Operation
Centaurshire horse
centre

‘TgrewuponafarminlIreland.Iwas
15whenIgotmyfirstshireandI've
always had themsince.Ilearned
from my father.Idid jobsonthe farm
and forestry workwith my horses.

‘Fiveyearsagoajobcameupat
Operation Centaur.It’snotajob, it’s
away oflife. It’sin the blood. It’s like
beingapriestand gettingacalling.

‘There’sstillalivingtobe made
withshire horses.Itrain them gently
forafew months.Ittakesanother
year of consistent work to get them
usedtodoingallthejobs—carriage
work, ploughing, cutting hay.

Time Out London December 10 — 16 2019

‘Allthe horses have their funny
ways. Nobby isour youngest shire
horse: he’snine. Hedoesn’t like
otherhorses, heloves people.Inthe
field he goes off on hisown. Heath is
afantasticworker but he doesn’tlike
tobebrushed or pampered. Helikes
togetonwiththejob.

‘Shires arelow-impact compared
totractorssotheyencouragethe
growth of wild flowers and meadow
grass.Idon’tworry about working
shire horsesdying out becausethey
will always be needed.

‘T'mtheluckiest maninthe world
tohavethisjob.Igohome from
workand can’twaittogobackinthe
morning. Thave todrag myselfaway.

‘Tthinkinthe future horses will
playabigger partinagriculture. We
can’taffordtolosethiscraft, it would
beatragedyifwedid. They’reapart
of ouridentity.

‘I thinkin
the future
horses
will play
abigger
partin

agriculture’

Coral Hill

Riderand volunteer
at Operation Centaur
shire horse centre

‘Inthe 1800s, there were around
40,000working heavy horsesin
London. Shire horses were the
lorries of their day, pulling heavy
vehicles. Once thingsbecame
mechanised it wasn’t practical
touse horses. We’ve got the last
workingherd in London.

‘Our horseswork as therapists, do
environmental work and carriage
driving. My favourite bitis the
equinetherapy. The horseshelpall
sorts, including kids with special
needs or from difficult backgrounds.

‘Ttisaconcernthebreed could
dieout. We’re hopingtodevelop an
apprenticeship sowe can passon
theseskills. It would besuchaloss
ifthesebeautiful creaturesdidn’t
keepgoing.’






Last in London

The family-run pie-and-mash shop

Rick Poole and
Emma Harrington
Owners of M Manze
pie-and-mash shops

Rick: ‘The Manzes came over from
Italyin 1878 and sold ice creamon
Tower Bridge Road, nextdoorto
Robert Cooke’s pie-and-mash shop.
My grandfather Michele Manze
married Robert Cooke’sdaughter
and hejoined the business. We have
threeshops now.Ilearned from my
dad and when my brothers retired
earlier thisyear, my daughter Emma
and myson-in-law took over.’
Emma: ‘Thad aSaturdayjob here
whenIwasyounger, butIdidn’t
knowI'djointhebusinessuntilmy
unclesretired.’

Time Out London December 10 — 16 2019

R: ‘Istarted working here whenI
was 11. My firstjobwasdryingthe
dishes.Imanaged the dumb waiter
thenIprogressed to making pies.
NowIrunitand workinthe office.’
E: ‘Everything’sstillmadeinthe
sameway it’'sbeen done for the last
hundred years.

R: ‘It’stop secret. We hand-fold

the pastry and our dough mixture
machineis more thanahundred
yearsold. We've tried new ones and
theydon’tlast five minutes.’

E: Staffhave been here foryears.
Terry atour Tower Bridge shop was
13whenhestarted and he’sin his
fifties now. Once peoplestart here,
theydon’ttendtoleave.

R: ‘Becauseit’sa family business
everyoneelse involved feelslike
partofthe family. We try and keep
ittraditional because alotofour
customersare pretty hardcore.

3IPIE I MASH
EELS & MASH

VEGAN PIES AVAILABLE
SARSAPARILLA 1 00

COLD DRINKS 1.00
TEA oo 08 COFFEE es 100

TAKE AWAY

40
&10

2w

E: “They’re verytraditional about
notusingknives, justaspoonand
fork. There’s a pie, mash and liquor
Facebook page where people post
picturesand ifthere’saknifeinthe
picture the knife police come out!’
R: “Tosome people, coming hereisa
ritual. It’'schanged, though. During
the Second World War it was much
busier. It takesusaweek nowtosell
whatwe’d sellinadaybackthen. But
we also make merchandise now.’

E: ‘Tgotsenta picture of someone
onholidayin Florida wearing our
T-shirtatthe Nasaspace centre.

R: ‘Peoplejust thinkyou’reserving
pie, mash and liquorbutthere’sso
much moretoit.Idofeel pressurein
havingafamily business becausel
feelalot ofloyalty tothe customers
and staff, and tomy grandfather.
Emmaand her husband coming
alonghastaken the pressure off.

‘We try and
keepit
traditional:
alotof our
customers
are pretty
hardcore’

42
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The lamplighters

lain Bell

Operations manager
atthe British Gas
lamplighting team

‘There were thousands of gaslamps
all over Britain, but after World War
II, councils were rebuilding and
ripped thelampsout. There are now
1,5001lampsleftin London.
‘HydeParkisall gaslamps, as
is Green Park. There arelamps
inStJames’s Park, Westminster,
Kensington and Chelseaand atthe
royalhouseholds. London hasthe
onlyworking sewerlampin Britain.
Itrunsup fromthe sewer and burns
natural gastostop smellsgoinginto
the Savoy hotel.

Time Out London December 10 — 16 2019

‘Sixofuslookafterthelampsin
London.I'vebeen with the team for
13 years.Some guys have been lamp
attendants for40years, sowe’re
allverytight. We see ourselves as
custodiansoftheselamps.

‘Intheolddaysitwasavery
labour-intensivejob. They’d usea
five-foot pole with awickatthetop
and asetofbellowsat the otherend
filled with paraffin. They’d light
themwith amatch, 365 daysayear.

‘They’re automated now, like
your boilerathome. Some havetobe
wound every 14 days. We climb our
ladders, give the glassawipe, wind
the clock, checkeverything works
and moveon to the next. We get from
lamptolamp on motorbikes.

‘Whenthelampswere putin,
horsesand cartswere on theroads,
butnowadays, with articulated

it

vl

iMy
favourite
lamp got
knocked
down and
is no longer
there’

lorries, they get hitand destroyed.
My favourite lamp outside
Westminster Abbey got knocked
downandisnolongerthere.

‘Assoon asyou putupasetof
ladders, peopletalktoyou. There
havebeentimeswe’'ve been at
Kensington Palace and Prince
William hassaid hellotous.

‘We getsome bizarre requests.
The mostbizarre was a Japanese
game show that wanted peopletogo
downintothe sewer pipe beneath
thelamp.

‘Inautumn the lampscomeonat
fouro’clockandIcanstandatthe
bottom of The Mall and see every gas
lightlituplike arunway. It makes
me proud. Gaslamps are part of
London’s history. We’re some of the
only peopledoingthisin Britainand
it’saprivilegetobe partofit.’

9
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* Bay in a Day tour with Alcatraz

‘s da

Adrenaline junkie?

1 Discover Orlando in style and comfort!

REF: 5024709

4% MELIA ORLANDO SUITE
HOTEL AT CELEBRATION

* Indirect international flights with
American Airlines/British Airways
& transfers

* 7 nights in a Classic room

* Special room rate

&

Journeys & EScapes | fom miowr canias

REF: 7920484

w
—_—

Or if you fancy something different, chat ‘ W Trustpilot FLIGHT CENTRE r {i

online, in-store or call 0808 239 6981 * Kk ok ok Kk Al Travel, No worries

—_— Prices are correct as at 4 December and are subject to change. Prices may be higher or unavailable for certain travel dates. &E
> All prices are per person. Holidays and accommodation are based on two adults sharing. Airfares are Economy Class on 4 ABTA

. . AN 4
American Airlines @ BRITISH AIRWAYS specified airlines from London, unless otherwise stated. For full booking conditions visit www.flightcentre.co.uk. ABTA No W325X

Our flight-inclusive holidays are financially protected by the ATOL scheme.




Last in London

The artisan globemakers

Peter Bellerby
Founder of Bellerby
& Co Globemakers

‘Tostartwith, [just wanted to get my
dad aglobe forhiseightieth birthday.
Itried tobuyone, butIcouldn’tfind
anythingreally special soI thought
I’'d make one. It was a craft project.
TwoyearslaterI'd spent £200,000,
notearned anythingand made one
globe.Iprobably made 200 globes
beforeIwashappywith one.Iused
togotothedump every two weeks
withacar full of half-made globes
andlaunch theminto theskip.

‘We make about 700 globes a year.
They can take anything from four
monthstoayear-and-a-halfto finish.

Time Out London December 10 — 16 2019

It’sdifficult to find makers. It
takeseight ornine monthstolearn
and youneedalotofpatience. You
have tomove incredibly slowly. You
can’t make a mistake and coveritup,
you havetostartagain.

‘All our globes are bespoke. One
guyin Hong Konghad illustrations
ofhisdogs piloting biplanes around
the world with scarves flyingaround
theirnecks. It can be quite political.
We’ve had people ask for things we
won’tdo, like take Israel offthe map.

‘It’sraretofind things that have
beenmadewithsomuchloveand
care. Hopefully we’ve reintroduced
globemaking.Igetcalls from people
askingifIcanhelp them make
globes, soIthinkwe’vestarted a
resurgence.I’'m happythatIgettodo
somethingthisspecial everyday.’

‘l probably
made 200
globes
before |
was happy
with one’

Isis Linguanotto
Painterat Bellerby &
Co Globemakers

‘Tvefound my callingworking here.
Icome froma fashion, designand
illustration background soIwas
used to painting, but nothinglike
maps.Ittookmeayeartopaintata
good speed and not make mistakes.
‘Tlove painting Brazil because
that’swhereI'm fromandit’svery
smooth. Canadaishard topaint:it’s
gotabazillionlakes, alot ofislands
and fjords. Fjordsare anightmare!
‘IstillgetnervouswhenI'm
varnishingabigglobe.Ifone
brushstroke iswrongthen you have
torestartthewholething.’
‘TlovewhatIdo.Itfeelslikeyou're
doingsomethingthat’sgoingtolast.
Thisisthekind of thing people will
passontotheirkids.It’sgood to feel
thatI've painted an heirloom.’
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NN PEST |

Let us impress you

with its beauty

spiceofeurope.com
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The analogue-film enthusiast

L, W ®
4

Umit Mesut
Owner of celluloid
film shop Umit & Son

‘Tveloved filmsinceIwastenyears
old. My grandadranacinemain
Cyprus,andI'd gointothe projection
room. Iloved the mechanical side of
it—thereel goinground, thelights,
thenoise. Isaved up my pocket
money, boughtan 8mm projector
and haven’tlooked back.

‘T've had myshop about 34 years.
We’ve got projectors and film prints
andI'vegottransferring filmsonto
DVDdowntoafineart. Wedo film
nightsatthe Castle Cinema.Ikeep
the projectorinthe roomso people
cansee howitworks,and we havean
intermission likein the old days.

‘T'vegotaround 2,000titles
inmy collection. Therarestare
“Metropolis” and “Nosferatu”.I'm
Cypriot-Turkishand Irecently
pickedupal6mmdocumentary
film about Atatiirk, Turkey’s first
prime minister, from the 1930s. It’s
veryrare. The BBCwanted tobuy it
off mebutIsaiditwasn’tforsale.I'm
amassive fan of Bruce Leeand I have
afull-length Super 8 printof “Enter
the Dragon”. The story goesthere’s
only 20 copies ofthatin the world.

‘OneoftherarestthingsThave
isaKalee projector.It’s 120 years
old and still works perfectly.
Everything’s throwaway now, but
thisisequipmentyou can fix.

‘Tgetsome wonderful people
here. BobMonkhouse cameinto
buysome Charlie Chaplin [films].
I'vehad directors from Pinewood.

‘I've got
around
2,000
titlesinmy
collection’

Michael Cainecameintobuya
camera. Afewyearsagoawoman
asked meto transfer an 8mm film for
her.Iwaslookingatthe footage and
there was Ramsay MacDonald, the
first Labour prime minister, walking
aboutinthe 1930s.Itturned outshe
was hisgranddaughter.
‘Ttisastruggle. Mylandlord has
beendecentand frozen the rent for
thisyear. Buttimesare notgreat. I
get private work, ifit wasjust sales
inthe shopIwouldn’tsurvive. DVDs
are finished, everybody watches
onlineand peopledon’tfilmon
videoanymore. ButIjustsoldieron.
Iwouldn’tchangeitforanything.’ m

Find more London stories at
timeout.com/news

December 10 — 16 2019 Time Out London



TIMEOUT.COM/OFFERS

GO OUT WITH
T el

Food, drink, screenings, pop-ups: don’t miss our exclusive offers and discounts

Psycle

Whatisit? Four ‘ride’ classes at
Psycle’s newest hi-tech studio

in leafy west London.

Why go? Psycle pedals one of the
city’s favourite workouts. Why?
Because you might leave feeling
slightly sore but also totally
pumped. Now, up that dial!
What'’s exclusive? We're giving you
74 percent off four classes, so you
can sweat for less. Now only £24.

-> Psycle Westbourne Grove. ©- Bayswater.

Valid Dec 10-Jan 31. www.timeout.com/ride

Sea Containers

What is it? Aseasonal tasting menu
with three dishesand a cocktail.
Why g0? There’ssomethingdishy
aboutSea Containers—andit’snot
just the flavourful menu. Designed
by visionary Tom Dixon OBE, and
with viewsacross theriver, dinner
hereisveryeasyontheeye.

What's exclusive? Samplethe
Mediterranean-inspired fare
foronly £25 per person.

-> Sea Containers. © Southwark.

Valid Jan 2-Mar 31. www.timeout.com/seal9

‘A Kind of People’
What is it? Gurpreet Kaur Bhatti’s

new play atthe Royal Court Theatre.

Why go0?Setinadiverse British
community, ‘AKind of People’ sees
arange of charactersbattlethe odds
of contemporary society - from
seeking promotionstoleaving their
council houses.

What'’s exclusive? You can now
getticketsforupto42 percent off
(from£17),sodon’t missthedrama.
-> Royal Court Theatre. ©- Sloane Square. Select
dates in Dec and Jan. www.timeout.com/kind

‘The Travelling Circus’

Whatis it? The world’s smallest
festival (with circus acts), curated
by Josieand RobdaBank.

Why g0? Forgetabout traditional
Christmas fairs. Instead, head to
this magical event for live music
alongside acrobats, contortionists,
and even sword-swallowers. For

God’ssake,don’ttryanyofitathome.

What's exclusive? Geaticket forjust
£18,includingaFire Eater cocktail.
-> Mercato Metropolitano. © Elephant & Castle.
Select dates in Dec. www.timeout.com/travel19

Theatre, music, events: get the best tickets in town at timeout.com/london/ offers

Time Out London December 10 — 16 2019

Floral by Lima

What s it? Threecoursesand a
drinkatthistop Peruvianjoint.

Why g0? Thisworld-renowned
restaurantis famed foritsincredible
flavour combinations and
intriguing textures, allinspired by a
melting pot of cultures and cooking
traditions. Sumptuous.

What'’s exclusive? Forjust£26,you
canenjoydinner plusaglassof wine
orabeer.

-> Floral by Lima. © Covent Garden.

Valid Jan 2-Mar 31. www.timeout.com/floral



EXPLORE THE UNTOLD STORY OF HAWKINS

\_ SECRETCINEMA
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TICKETS AVAILABLE JAN & FEB 2020

SECRETCINEMA.ORG
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“GAME-CHANGING” “ULTIMATE 80s FANTASY”
NETFLIX
- Broadway World STRANGER THINGS: ™ /© Neff 2019, Al Rights Reserved - Metro
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Edited by Katie McCabe
timeout.com/thingstodo @timeoutlondon

Creepy

Fed up with festive cheer? Swap Santa for Krampus
with these joyously dark things to do in December

Waltham Forestis markingthe

end ofitsreign as the first London
Borough of Culture with an ethereal
installation that will make Leyton’s
cricket groundlooklikeit’ssprouted
ahaunted urban forest. The ‘tree-
like structures’ of light will appear
thisFriday for Forest Uprising —
whichlauncheswith a night oflive
musicand theatre performance -
thenshineon forthreedays.It’s
designed by Block9, the same
peoplewho created thejaw-
dropping IICON stage
atGlastonbury, so
youcanexpect
themtogobigor
gohome.

- Leyton Sports
Ground. © Leyton.

Fri Dec 13-Sun Dec 15.
5pm-10pm. Free.

Time Out London December 10 —

The Satanic Flea Market
AntiChristmas Fayre istaking
Christmasbacktoits pre-Christian
rootswith aSaturnalian Saturday
inside the Electrowerkz nightclub.
Shop from stalls filled with
taxidermy, pentacles, B-movie
posters, Japanese kaiju toys,
tarot, retro smut, jewellery, witchy
vintage clothes, handknitted
skullsand other macabre merch.
Accordingtothe organisers, it’s
‘suitable for open-minded adults,
children with old soulsand
well behaved dogs’.
Theonlysatanic
panicyouhaveto
worry about here
istherushoflast-
minute Christmas
shoppers.
-> Electrowerkz. © Angel.
SatDec 14. £3 entry.

Sod generic, tacky Hallmark
Christmas cards and opt for darker
season’s greetingsinstead. Put
thoseidle handstoworkatthe
WishingYou a CreepyVictorian
Christmas Card Making Drop-
InWorkshop where you’ll use
unsettling Victorianimages, such as
robins holdingtiny flaming torches.
Toaddtotheeerinessofitall, you’ll
craftyour masterpiecesin one ofthe
oldestoperatingtheatresin Europe;
appropriate, seeing as an element of
sewingisinvolved.

-> The Old Operating Theatre Museum. © London
Bridge. Sat Dec 14. Free with museum entry £6.50.

Isthere someone in your life whose
favourite film hasbeen “The Craft’
since 1996? Someone who commits
totheblackchokernecklace,
whetherit’sinfashion ornot? Then

WILLIAM HOGARTH'S THE ELECTION ENTERTAINMENT, WITH ADDED CHRISTMAS HATS




Soane late

you need tovisit the Goth Shop, a
temporary boutique in east London
sellingall things gothic, gloomy and
skull-shaped. Come Christmas, you
cangivethegift of neonangel wings,
vampire patches,aNick Cave zine
or mementomorijewellery. Nothing
says Christmaslike aringtoremind
youoftheinevitability of death.

-> 0Id Truman Brewery. Shoreditch High St
Overground. Until Sun Dec 15. Free entry.

Did you know cuddly Santa Claus
hasasinister sidekick? In Germanic
folklore Krampusisa Christmas
goatdemon who swatskidsonthe
naughty list with sticksand sends
themtotheunderworld. Head
toLondon’soldestindependent
occultbookshoptojoin AlRidenour,
host of folk-horror podcast ‘Bone
and Sickle’, forThe Krampus and

the Old Dark Christmas: Roots and
Rebirth of the Folkloric Devil. His talk

explores the folklore and history
surroundingthe creepy creature
and you’ll find outhow it may be
very misunderstood. There’llbe
archivalvideoinvolvedanda
‘drop-inbyalive Krampus’. Gulp.
- The Atlantis Bookshop. © Holborn.

Dec 18. £10.

’Tistheseason to get freaky, so

head down tooccultbookshop
Treadwell’s for its Yule Féte of
ghoulish gamesand reindeer-horn
headdressselfies. If you're brave
enough, dunkyour handintothe
unknown for alucky dip. Aswell as
enjoyingthe festivities, you can pick
up ‘Christmas’bargains. Everything
inthestoreis 10 percent offand look
out for special satanic deals forjust
£6.66...

- Treadwell’s Books. © Goodge St.

Dec 19. From £5.

Vjﬁ Satanic
| Flea Market
. AntiChristmas

Fayre

After something
more trad? Try
timeout.com/
christmas

Glide through the overstuffed
rooms of Sir John Soane’s Museum,
where the wallsand cabinets are
filled with the many collections
ofneoclassical architect John
Soane, includingthe alabaster
sarcophagus of Egyptian pharaoh
Setiland paintings by William
Hogarth. Atthis Soane Late you
canwitnesstheboozy debauchery
of Hogarth’s ‘ARake’s Progress’ by
candlelight to the sound of achoir,
then finish up with amince pieand
your own Sipsmith G&T (hic!).

-> SirJohn Soane’s Museum. © Holborn.

Dec 20. £25.

Live out your dark Dickensian
dreamsonaneveningouting that
sleighs the competition. Explore
Richmond Parkin a traditional
carriage drawn by a pair of majestic
shire horses from the last working
herd in London. Clip-clop your way
around the parkwhilesippingsloe
gin, eatingmince piesand learning
abouttheancient park. The guides
lookstraight out of a Magritte
painting, dressed inblack coats and
bowler hats. Therideisn’tcheap,
butall the money raised supports
theequinetherapy services of
Operation Centaur, which manages
thehorses.m

- Holly Lodge, Richmond Park. ©- Richmond.
Various dates until Jan 5. £145 for two, max six.
KatieMcCabe, Alexandra Sims

and Angela Hui

December 10 — 16 2019 Time Out London



ISLINGTON ASSEMBLY HALL
CELEBRATES 10 YEARS IN MARCH 2020
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FISH PINEGROVE BRASS AGAINST
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| (e www.islingtonassemblyhall.com °:

MORE SHOWS STILL TO BE ANNOUNCED

TO ALL OUR GIGS VISIT OUR WEBSITE
FOR A YEAR TO FIND OUT MORE

FREE TICKETS I + LOADS OF GIVEAWAYS
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ISLINGTON
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ThingstoDo

SOMETHING FOR Saturday

THE WEEKEND

NORRSANG CHOIR: JON BERGMAN; CRISIS ICEBREAKER: KAT EVANS; PANTOMIME HORSERACE: CHRIS J RATCLIFFE/GETTY IMAGES

L]
Lucia by
Norrsang Choir

SHOP

Conscious
Christmas Market
Dreamingofawaste-
free Christmas? Pick
up ethically made gifts
fromindie makersat
thiseco-friendly sale.
-> Netil Market. London Fields
Overground. Sat Dec 14 and Dec
21. Free entry.

GET MERRY
Mudchute
Christmas

Try festive craftsand
browse sstalls while
goats, pigsand sheep
roamthe groundsat
this farmyard shindig.
-> Mudchute Park & Farm.
Mudchute DLR. Sat Dec 14.
Free entry.

The Pantomime
Horse Race

Crisis Icebreaker

CUDDLE UP

Rokit Christmas
Jumper Pop-up
’Tistheseasontowear
novelty knits. Get your
jumper fix at this pop-
up fromthevintage
specialist packed
with one-of-a-kind
winter warmers.

-> Boxpark. Shoreditch High St
Overground. Tue Dec 10-

Sun Dec 15. Free entry.

BUY

London Fields
SKATE EAT Christmas Market
Clty Island Puds and The farmers’ market
Ice Rink Trees Market getsafestiveinjection
Ifskating’snotenough, Money may notgrow soyoucan pickupall
there’sanartisan ontrees,butitturns thetrimmings.
Christmas market, outstodgy cakes - London Fields Primary School.
pre-skatedancewarm-  do.Grabafreepud London Fields Overground.
upsled by English fromthe ‘Christmas Sun Dec 15. Free entry.
National Balletand Pudding Tree’ at this
festive workshops at festive food fest.
thisnew rink. - Cowcross Yards.

-> Hopewell Square. ©- Canning
Town. Thu Dec 12-Dec 22. £8.

© Farringdon. Wed Dec 11-
Fri Dec 13. Free.

More wacky races at timeout.com/thingstodo

TRANSPORT
MAYOR OF LONDON FOR LONDON
EVERY JOURNEY MATTERS

December 10 — 16 2019 Time Out London



Seven ways

o stay

calm during the
festive season

It's the worst kept secret that Christmas can be — admit it —
a little stressful. To keep you cool, calm and collected we've
pulled together our favourite methods of relaxing in London

ESENIA

ESSENTIAL

4% CBD

h Christmas, that special
Atime of the year when your

diary’s crammed, your
shopping list’s longer than Santa’s,
and everyone keeps telling you how
bloody ‘magical’ everything is. We
know that, sometimes, inner calm
is harder to locate than a missing
sock during the festive season —
and that’s why we've teamed up with
Esenia to bring you some of our top
ways to de-stress in London. Esenia
Essential is a new, fully plant-based
hemp oil spray which contains 4
percent CBD. And just one spray
under the tongue allows CBD to
enteryour body. Remember, being
calmis a superpower...

1ChromaYoga

We all know the benefits

of yoga. We all know the benefits
of colour therapy. And we've all
clocked those SAD lamps on sale.
So can you imagine what happens
when you combine all three?
That’s ChromaYoga.

-> 45-46 Charlotte Rd. ©- 0Id St.

Postman’s Park

Sometimes, even a 30-minute
reset on your lunch break can make
all the difference. Postman’s Park is
a hidden gem of a mini green space
in the City of London. Seek it out
and feel the calm.
- King Edward St. ©- St Paul’s.

3Daunt Books,
Marylebone

There’s one version of retail
browsing that’s a pleasure through
and through: a trip to this historic
bookstore. It's inspiring just to be
there, and that’s before you treat
yourselfto a stack of new novels to
see you through the winter.

- 84 Marylebone High St. ©- Baker St.




London Fields Lido

he capital really caught the
wild swimming bug this summer
—butyou don’t need to ditch this
invigorating habit in winter. Head
to London Fields Lido where,
thankfully, the outdoor pool is
heated all year round.
- London Fields West Side. London Fields
Overground.

Hampstead Pergola

Did you know that London is one
of the world’s greenest cities? Even
within the best-known "hoods there
are still secret spots to be found.
The Hampstead Pergola is a picture-
perfect ruin with views across the
Heath that sssshhh...! We didn’t tell
you about.
- Inverforth Close. -© Hampstead.

Hampstead Pergola

The Porchester Spa
These Turkish baths overflow
with vintage appeal and affordable
decadence. Literally soak up the
good vibes.
- Queensway. © Royal Oak.

7Christmas baking class
at Cookery School
Yeah, we know: what'’s relaxing
about cooking Yuletide food? Well,
making festive treats can be fun
when done right. Spend a whole
day (Sunday December 15) at

the sustainable Cookery School
crafting flaky, buttery, spicy delights
and then, well, eating them.

-> 15b Little Portland St. ©- Oxford Circus.

ESENIA”

- Find out more about Esenia at www.eseniacbd.com. @esenialife



A NETFLIX ORIGINAL DOCUMENTARY,SERIES

PLANET
LIVE IN.CONCERT -

Hosted by Academy Award®-Winning composer

STEVEN PRICE

Narrated on screen by

DAVID ATTENBOROUGH
A multimedia spectacular like no other
WORLD PREMIERE Sunday 18 October 2020

THE O2

axs.com | ticketmaster.co.uk

senbla 0 PLANET

ourplanetinconcert.com

7 DECADES | 6 NIGHTCLUBS | 12 DJS | LIVE BANDS
FIREVVORKS | COCKTAILS | DRESS TO IMPRESS

in town

New Year’s Eve
Spectacular

7 s
ARTS COUNCIL
ENGLAND

VINTZAGE BOOK NOW

Time Out London December 10 — 16 2019

EFF @@NHAM

SAT 16 MAY 2020
LONDON
THE O2

A KILIMANJARO PRESENTATION

Pascal Cal

.

Image:©

AN ENCHANTING COLLABORATION
FOR ALL OF THE FAMILY THIS CHRISTMAS

THE LOST THING

music JULES MAXWELL | pirecTor BEN WRIGHT

BASED ON THE BOOK BY SHAUN TAN.
PRODUCED BY ARRANGEMENT WITH HACHETTE AUSTRALIA PTY LTD.

capdoco 7 DEC - 4 JAN [T
donce // TICKETS FROM £7 | B e

company




Things to Do

SIX REASONS TO VISIT

GREENWICH: PCRUCIATTI / SHUTTERSTOCK; OBSERVATORY: ROB GREIG

‘Greenwich
Park s very
specialto me
because a lot
John Boyega loves it, and so do we. of the time my
1N0ttobe confused with the There’s so much to see in SE10’s friends and |
nature reservein Honor Oak (or glorious bit of green W0U|d meetup
theteen-drama TV series, forthat to write and
matter), thisleafy vantage pointin rehearse our
thenorth ofthe parkisthe perfect scenes there. |
spottodrinkinapanoramicview You know the
ofthe capital. Up hereyoucansee view from
right across Greenwich’s gorgeous -
neoclassical buildingstothestriking the Maritim e_
skyscrapers of Canary Wharf. And Museum? Itis
unlike standing on the hill beside e A justincredible.
the Royal Observatory, you won’t get : ﬂ It's always a

swamped by throngs of selfie-stick-
wavingtourists.

2 Sorry, Richmond - Greenwich
Parkisactually the oldest deer park
inLondon. The antlered beasts have
beenheresinceitwasenclosed in
1433.Thecreaturesroamed freely
until 1927 when they were moved
toasliceofancientwoodland inthe
south-east of the park, aptly named
The Wilderness. Head there and you
canstillsee 16 fallowdeerand 14
red deer.

3 Don’tfakeit! Grabyourselfa

real fir tree from this pop-up shop
and support London’s Royal Parks
whileyou’reatit. The trees up for
grabshere have all been sustainably
planted and each purchase will

help care for 5,000 acres of historic
parkland aswellas 170,000 trees
inthe city. Staff can give youtipson
howtoavoid beingleft with aleafless
stickcome Christmas Day. Find the
shop nextto Blackheath Gate until
December22.

4In theearly nineteenth century,
Queen Caroline of Brunswick
(estranged wife of George IV) lived
in Montague House in Greenwich
Park, and gotinto hot water with
the monarchy for throwing banging
parties. Soon after she left England
in 1814, the house was demolished.
Allthat remainsisthe outline of
herbath, which canbe found inthe
south-west corner of the park today.

5 Rememberwhen Yinka
Shonibare’sreplicaof Nelson’s

HMS Victory debuted on Trafalgar
Square’s Fourth Plinth inside a giant
glassbottle?Seethe artwork again
atits permanent homeoutside the
Sammy Ofer Wing of the National

good spot.

Maritime Museum -and trytofigure
outhowthehell Shonibare got that
ship through the neck.

6 Rightinthe middleofthe
park, you’ll find many a tourist
awkwardly straddling the Prime
Meridian Line outside the Royal
Observatory, but the beautiful
buildingisworth alook, even if
youdon’t makeitinside.Ifyoudo
decidetopaytheentry fee (from
£14.40), you’ll find a museum full
ofintricate clocks, aview through
acameraobscuraand the Great
Equatorial Telescope.®

- Greenwich Park. Maze Hill rail, Cutty Sark DLR or
Blackheath rail. Free, open daily.

Peckham Rye Overground.

FriDec 13-Sun Dec 15. £13.84.
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Things to Do

AT
WESTMINSTER
CHAPEL

15% Vee. 530

FPOLLOWED BY
MULLED DRINKS &
MINCE PIES

INCIUSIVE
Christmas

westminsterchapel.org.uk

Time Out London December 10 — 16 2019

WHERETO FIND

Don’t want to be alone for the
results? Follow the polls in a pub

Rampup the competitive atmosphere by
watchingtheelectionresultslive and playing
politically themed gamesat Catford’s cultural
community space. Once you've smashed ‘pin
the manifestoon theleader’, grab a Bojo Mojo or
Cointreau Corbyn cocktail, depending on your

allegiance, and get ready tosee the night through.

-> Catford Mews. Catford Bridge rail. Thu Dec 12. Free.

Peckhambar Copeland Social is staying open
intothe wee hourstobeam theelection results
viaits bigscreen. Vegan Sichuan pop-up Send
Noodswill be manning the kitchen all night for
sustenance, and ifthings gobadly, we suggesta
strongdrinktolessen the blow.

-> Copeland Social. Peckham Rye Overground. Thu Dec 12. Free.

Oldreliable Dalstonbar The Three
Compasseswillbescreening the early
exitpollsand resultsasthey come

in. The place will be packed with
Hackney Labouractivistsafteralong
day of canvassing, sodon’t expect
toseetoo many blue rosettes. If you
need tocomforteat, thekitchenis
openuntil11pm.

-> The Three Compasses. Dalston Junction
Overground. Thu Dec 12. Free,
but register in advance.

Gingo =gin + bingo, and
there will be plenty of
bothatthispolitically
charged night of

laughing and ranting inside Walthamstow’s
gin-palace-in-a-car-park, Mother’s Ruin. Live
election updates will be brought to you by

‘news correspondents’ and self-proclaimed
‘professional knobheads’ Liza Vallance and Del
Taylor, aka comedy duo Original Army. Entryis
free,but you’re encouraged tobring donations for
thelocalfood bank.

-> Mother's Ruin. © Walthamstow Central. Thu Dec 12. Free.

The Pentonville Road music venue is packing
away the indie bands for the night and dedicating
two floorstotheelection action. The Lexwill be
openlate, and is promising burgers and coffee
tokeepyoualerttotherolling news coveragein
the mainbar. There will be a contraption called
the ‘swingometer’in operation to help you keep
track of the results between pints. Get there early
ifyouwant tosnagaseat, thensit, wait, and pray
the MP you voted for wins theirs.m
Alexandra Sims and Katie McCabe
- The Lexington. © Angel. Thu Dec 12.
Free,no bookings.

Find more at
timeout.com/thingstodo
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© Evening
of Cheese
Borough Market’s
annual dairysale
_isback. Twenty
cheesemongers
willbe offering
upallsortstotempt
turophiles, including
wines, ciders, chutneys
and -obviously -lotsof
deliciouscheese.
-> Borough Market. © London
Bridge. Wed Dec 11. Free entry.

© GrillJam

Cold weather getting
youdown?Feelthe
heatatthiswinter
barbecue festserving
pipinghot chicken
wings, ribsand
raclette-smothered
steaks. Try street food
tastersforaslittleas£1
and wash them down
with craftbrewsina
Bavarian-style beer
hall. Ticketsinclude
afreedrink from
Gooselsland.

-> Bussey Building.

Peckham Rye Overground.
FriDec 13-Sun Dec 15. £13.84.

3
=

O KinoVino Xmas:
Russian Feast

The film and food
specialists areback
with another multi-
sensorysupper

club. Watch the epic
‘Doctor Zhivago’ with
unlimited glasses

of bubbly, before
enteringa ‘winter
wonderland’-themed
banquethalland
tuckingintoafour-
course Russian feast
paired with cocktails.
-> TT Liquor. Hoxton Overground.
SatDec 14. £65.

@ Portobello
Vegan Night
Market -

Xmas Special

Join London’sonly
late-night vegan street
partytogorge on plant-
based eats, shop for
ethical productsand
dancetoreggae, ska
androotsDJs.Even
carnistsgetaninvite.
-> 281 Portobello Rd.

© Ladbroke Grove.

Wed Dec 11. Free entry.

*Santa’s got a

¢ New

0

The best events in your area
©® Central @ North © South @ East @ West

sleigh!

Track him down a’nq join
. festive family activities

Museum

at London Transport

this Christmas.

30 November —

4 5 January

MAYOR OF LONDON

© Greenwich
Christmas Late
Markets

Greenwich Market’s
independentstalls

will be staying open
until8pmsoyoucan
pickup gifts, munch
festive street food, sip
mulled wine and dance
tolive music.

-> Greenwich Market. Cutty Sark
DLR.Wed Dec 11 and Dec 18.
Free entry.

2020

L
THP INTD THE
WONDERFUL woRLD
OF OFF-pyag

O House

of lllustration:
Winter Fair

Arty types hunting for
unusual piecesshould
hitupthisfairwhere
1500fthe country’s
bestillustrators willbe
sellingbooks, comics,
printsand ceramics.
Whileyou’rethere,
take up the two-for-
oneentry offerto
thegallery’scurrent
exhibitions.

-> House of lllustration.

© King's Cross.

Sat Dec 14. Free.

Things to Do

@ Beerand
Carols Night

The ‘Sloaney Pony’
hosts amass festive
singalong for one night
only. Gatheroutside
tobellow carolsand
Christmas hitsbefore
necking mulled wine.
-> The White Horse. ©- Parsons
Green. Wed Dec 11. Free.

© IBikeLondon:
Santa Cruise
GrabaSantahat,
wrap your bike with
glitzy Christmaslights
andjointhe famous
fleet of disco cycles
blasting out festive
tunesonthisride
through the capital’s
nooksand crannies.
- Starts outside the National
Theatre. © Waterloo.

Sat Dec 14. Free.

WATCH

O Shesus and the
Sisters: ‘The Gift
of Presents’
Haveagender-binary-
smashingtimeat
thisretellingofthe
birth ofthe ‘Miss-iah’.
Here, Jesusisadrag
king, hisnun friends
aretwinsandthey’re
heretoheal the world
ofthe patriarchy.
Expectcabaret,
comedy;, alt-carols
and much audience
participation.

- Bethnal Green Working Men’s
Club. ©- Bethnal Green.

Thu Dec 12-Fri Dec 13. £12.50.

DO

““london ..
transport® -
museum

ltmuseum.co.uk

Registered charity number 1123122

O Jolly Hobbies

Japanese

Christmas Market EXCI_US'VE
Getyourhands

onhomeware, Help to decide on who
accessories, artsand becomes the next official
craftsand pottery i
atthistraditional

Japanese market. Stay
tofeastonsushi, bento
and greenteacake.

-> Hornsey Parish Church Hall.
Hornsey rail. Sun Dec 15.

Free entry.

) TIMEQUT.COM/DREAM

How do you like these baubles?
timeout.com/ christmaslights
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The ultimate

London Christmas
checklist

Have your fill of festive fun with our round-up
of the capital’s must-do family activities -

The festival

Hyde Park Winter
onderland

Three words: ‘Paddington on

Ice’. Everyone’s favourite bear is

thestarattraction of thisyear’s

Winter Wonderland spectacular -

butthere’salsoa free Santa Land

especially for families, complete

withrides and performances.

-> Hyde Park. © Hyde Park Corner. Until Jan 5.

Free entry; shows and attractions various prices.

Something a bit different...
Kingston Christmas Market
Wooden cabinsadorned with
fairylights, firepits for toasting
marshmallows and avintage
carousel: this could be the merriest
town centre in the capital (orat
leastinitssouth-west corner!).

-> All Saints Church. Kingston rail. Until Dec 31.
Free entry.

Time Out London December 10 — 16 2019

plus some kookier options

The.ice rink

Skate at Somerset House
Notonly is this 900-square-
metrerinkone of London’s most
beautiful, butkids cantake
skatinglessonstoimprove their
confidence. Timeto glide away
from that stabilising polar bear.
-> Somerset House. © Temple. Until Jan 12.
From £11,£8.50 under 12s.

Something a bit different...

City Island Ice Rink
Chilloutateast London’snewice-
skating rink. You’ll find a market
there for four days from Thursday
(December 12). And if you visit this
Saturday or Sunday morning, kids
cantake partina Gymboree class
forbabiesand under-fives.

-> Hopewell Square. ©- Canning Town. Thu Dec
12-Dec 22. Ice skating: £8, £5.50 child. Gymboree:
£8 per child, £3 for siblings. Adults free.

The film
screening

The LunaWinter Cinema
We'reallin agreement that ‘Home
Alone’isthe finest Christmas

film ever, right? Share the lols
withthe familyatascreening
inside the gorgeous Kensington
Palace Pavilion.

-> Kensington Palace Pavilion. © Queensway.
Sun Dec 15-Dec 22. £18.50, £13.50 child.

Something a bit different...
Festive Films atZSL

London Zoo

No, they haven’t puttiny Santa
hatsonthe penguins. Yes, they are
screening family filmslike “The
Polar Express’and “The Muppet
Christmas Carol’.

-> ZSL London Zoo. © Mornington Crescent. Until

Dec 24. Free with zoo admission, booking required.

Hyde Park Winter Wonderland




Alexandra Palace Santa’s Grotto | f’f

R e

DICK WHITTINGTON: ROBERT WORKMAN; WINTER WONDERLAND: MAX MIECHOWSKI

Never be bored again!
Head to timeout.com/kids

The Christmas
lights

Carnaby Christmas Light
Installation
Watchyourlittleoneslightupatthe
sight of Carnaby Street transformed
intoadeep-seafantasy: think
floating ‘kelp’ forests and a five-
metrebubble-blowing whale.

-> Carnaby St. © Oxford Circus.

Until Jan 5 Free.

Something a bit different...
Enchanted Eltham Palace
What’sthattwinklinglightat
theend ofthe tunnel? Follow a
glimmeringtrail and discover
talkingtrees, dancing fairiesand
interactive musical installations
atEltham Palace this Christmas.
Thensnackon mince piesand whizz
around on fairgroundrides.

- Eltham Palace. Eltham rail. Until Dec 22.
£12-£14,£7.50-£9.50 child.

The grotto

Alexandra Palace

Santa’s Grotto
Climbingthehilltosee Saint Nickin
north Londonis much easierthan
travellingall the way tothe North
Pole - plus, visitors will be rewarded
withasmall giftand a photoop.

-> Alexandra Palace. Alexandra Palace rail.
Until Dec 23. £12.
Something a bit different...

Victorian Santa’s Grotto
We’ve got the Victorians to thank for
mostofourfestive traditions, soit’s
nosurprisethatSantahasdecided
todeckthehalls of the Museum of
London’s Victorian Walk.

- Museum of London. © Barbican.

Until Dec 23. £10.

The panto

‘Dick Whittington

and His Cat’

It’shard tobeat the Hackney
Empire’s panto for biglaughs,
dazzlingsets and the peerless Clive
Rowe. The writers have adapted the
showtomake it super-topical - oh,
yesthey have!

-> Hackney Empire. Hackney Central Overground.
Until Jan 5. £10-£42.

Something a bit different...
‘Cinderella -The

Rockin’ Panto’
Gotabuddingrockstar on your
hands? TakethemtoFinchley’s
Artsdepot, where Cinderellaand her
mates play musical instruments.

- Artsdepot. © Woodside Park. Until Jan 5.
£18-£32.0

By Rose Johnstone
Whose presence is a
present.

December 10 — 16 2019 Time Out London
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MANUEL HARLAN

TIME OUT MEETS

THE NATIONAL THEATRE’S big Xmas play is a rarity:
afantasy drama for teens. Aimed at ages 12-plus, with
half-price tickets for under-18s, “The Ocean at the End
of the Lane’ is a version of Neil Gaiman’s haunting
2013 novel. Joel Horwood adapted it for the stage.

So, what’s ‘The Ocean at the End of the Lane’ about?
‘It’'saboutaguywho hasrecentlylost his father who
travelsbacktohischildhood homeinsearch ofhis
childhood friend Lettie. He comestoaduck pond and
startstoregain these forgotten memories.’

There are a lot of Neil Gaiman books that haven’t been
adapted for the stage - why this one?

‘Forme, it’sthe moment when the protagonistisasked
tostepintoabucket and believe that within this bucket
istheentireuniverse. Anadaptation of thisbookinto
afilm would probably be CGI-tasticand you’d have
togiveitjustoneliteral reading. Thisbookisabout
imagination: it feelsintensely appropriate for theatre to
takethis narrative.

You don’t get a lot of theatre aimed at teens. Why?
‘Tsupposeteenagersaren’t usually a target theatre
audience, maybe because they don’t have the disposable
income fortickets. ButIthinkthisissomething for them
togettheirteethinto.

How involved has Neil Gaiman been?
‘Rightatthestarthesaid he’dlovetoleaveusalone but
hecouldn’tbring himselftodoit! Butevery time he’s
comeinhe’shad alovelytime.’

This isn’t the first seemingly unadaptable book you’ve
adapted: do you like a challenge?

‘Tlove achallenge, that’sthewholereason 'm doingit!
ProbablyalsothereasonI'mbroke..." mAndrzej Lukowski
- National Theatre, Dorfman. -© Waterloo. Until Jan 25. £15-£54.

Find more plays foryoung people
attimeout.com/theatre

Until 05'Jan

Writfen by JUDE CHRISTIAN
Directed by TINUKE CRAIG

‘A SMART, HEARTWARMING TREAT

Time Out

Tickets from £15
lyric.co.uk | 020 8741 6850

Registered Charity No. 278518 | Photo: Hele

£ & | ARTS COUNCIL
ENGLAND

. ¥ g

— v . a_ s
FAMILY TICKET FROM £120
4 tickets, must include at least 1 child. Transaction fee applies. Max £3

21 Nov - 5 Jan
TIRIE RPEACOCIK peacocktheatre.com

December 10 — 16 2019 Time Out London



GIVE THE
LOVE OF
CINEMA

SEARCH
PICTUREHOUSE GIFTS
or BUY AT ONE OF OUR
12 LONDON CINEMAS

WE DONATE £1FROM  Refuge
EVERY GIFT BOXSOLDTO .

SERENE AXTE - VIFTAGE SUBDAYS » DISCOVIR + CULTURD SIOCE - FREVERWS  XTRe'CIUD « STREEE ARTE - VINTAGE SUEDAYS « DISCOVER

PICTUREHOUSES.COM/CHRISTMAS BOOK NOW

A charity registered in England and Wales, number 277424

L
USBORMNE

* From enchanted castles and smouldering mountains,
+ + 1o forbidden forests and impossible places...

Where will Jyour adventure take you this Christmas?

Time Out London December 10 — 16 2019 66



FROZEN: DISNEY

Kids

Things for ‘Frozen’ fans to do

Kids caught ‘Frozen 2’ fever? London is packed
with ways to feed their obsession...

Disneyon Ice
There’s a special ‘Frozen’ focus at this winter’s Disney ice-
travaganza. For one thing, it’s already on ice, so the songs
make more sense. More to the point, the film’s songs are
all monster anthems bound to have The 02 in raptures.
-> The 02. © North Greenwich. Thu Dec 26-Jan 5. £33.50-£45.50.

‘Frozen’ screening
Ifyou're abeliever that the original is always the best, thisone’s
foryou: Arendelle comesto NW1 with ascreening of ‘Frozen’
atFest Camden’s rooftop cinema. It’slocated in the Stables
Market, sowe bet there’s parking for reindeer too.
-> Fest Camden. © Chalk Farm. Wed Dec 18. £7.95.

Hans Christian Andersen’s ‘The Snow Queen’
Show them where it all began with a trip to see Hans
Christian Andersen’s “The Snow Queen’, the inspiration for
‘Frozen’. Once they’ve got over the lack of singing snowmen,
it should prove every bit as magical. m Phil de Semlyen
- Rose Theatre, Kingston. Hampton Wick rail. Until Jan 5. £10-£35.

Cold never bothered you anyway?
Head to timeout.com/kids

*
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& 1o Christmas

* THE UNMISSABLE

% CHILDREN’S BESTSELLER

Available from * sk *

Waterstones

WARDROBE

“,_ BASED/ON THE NOVEL BY C.S. LEWIS\

EXTRA PERFORMANCES ADDED FOR CHRISTMAS
" UNTIL BR/DGE TICKETS

2 FEBRUARY  THEATRE _FROM £15

December 10 — 16 2019 Time Out London



ROYAL ALBERT HALL AND ’
BIRMINGHAM ROYAL BALLET PRESENT

T“ENUT[IRI\CKER

28 — 31 December 2019
7 performances only

THE TIMES
1. 8. 8.0

.wonder and spectacle’

LONDONIST
1 8. 8.8. 8.

"The biggest Nutcrackerin London

# Call:0207589 8212

RoyalAlbertian ~ FOYyalalberthall.com/christmas

IS SANTARE

SPECTACUL

== St Albans
= JRR M5

Time Out London December 10 — 16 2019
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DO

The best family-friendly events
around London over the festive season

©® Central @ North © South @ East @ West

RaverTots London
New Year’s Day Party

EXHIBITIONS

© ‘Marvellous
and Mischievous:
Literature’s
Young Rebels’
Beinspired by the
braveryand defiance
ofcharacterslike
Matildaand Oliver
Twistinthe British
Library’s family-
friendly exhibition.
-> British Library. © King's
Cross. Until Mar 1 2020. Free.

G ‘ADocklands
Christmas Carol’
The Museum of
London Docklands has
goneall Dickensian
this Christmas, with
aneducationaland
immersiveretelling

of ‘AChristmas

Carol’. Fancy dress
isencouraged.

- Museum of London
Docklands. West India Quay DLR.
Until Sun Dec 15. Free.

FESTIVALS

© Southbank
Centre Winter
Market
Beaniesand gloves
on:it’stime foryour
annualjaunttothis
sparkling riverside
marketwithitscute
wooden chaletsand
crafty giftideas.

-> Southbank Centre. ©
Waterloo. Until Jan 25. Free entry.

(s Backyard
Cinema’sWinter
Night Garden
It’syourchancetosing
alongto “The Muppet
Christmas Carol’ and
‘The Nightmare Before
Christmas’. Grabit.

-> Capital Studios.
Wandsworth Town rail.

Until Jan 19. From £18.99.

O ‘Elf atThe
Prince Charles
Quote-alongsessions?
You know you want to.
-> The Prince Charles Cinema.
© Leicester Square.

Various dates until Dec 24.
£13.50, £11 child.

© Winter Pop-up
Cinema at the
Southbank Centre
Freefilmshereinclude
‘Home Alone’ and lots
of Disney classics.

-> Southbank Centre.

© Waterloo. Until Dec 29. Free.

PARTIES

O RaverTots
London NewYear’s
Day Party

Throw shapes (while
holdingyour baby)
atthisfor-all-ages,
multisensory rave.

-> Colours Hoxton. Shoreditch
High St Overground. Jan 1.
£12,£10 child.

Winter Holidays:
Make & Do Christmas

Friday 20 December —
Sunday 5 January, 10.30 —16.00
Free, drop-in, all ages

Join us for festive activities including:

Victorian Christmas pop-up performances

Our colourful, ceiling Christmas tree

Make your own decorations

Museum of Childhood
© Bethnal Green

vam.ac.uk/moc/whats-on
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@ Hampton Court
Palace Ice Rink
Afterdark, this Tudor
palacelightsup
brilliantly, providing
the perfectbackdrop
forglidingand hot-
chocolate-sipping.

- Hampton Court Palace.
Hampton Courtrail. Until Jan 5.
£15-£16.50, £10.50-£11 child.

O The Queen’s
House Ice Rink
Heard aboutsouth
London’s new pop-up
icerink? Whizz around
inaclassysetting.

-> The Queen’s House.

Cutty Sark DLR. Until Jan 12.
£13.50-£16, £6.75-£8 child.

O Natural History
Museum Ice Rink
There’snothing more
festive than skating
round the museum’s
gianttwinkling
Christmastree.

-> Natural History Museum.

© South Kensington. Until Jan
12. From £15.95, £10.45 child.

CHRISTMAS

LIGHTS

O Christmas

at Greenwich
Market

Historic Greenwich
Marketisatreatatany
time of year, butit’s
especiallycharming
adornedin fairylights.
The marketisputting
onacoupleoflates
whenthere’llbelive
jazzand plenty of
festivetreats.

-> Greenwich Market.

Cutty Sark DLR. Wed Dec 11
and Dec 18. Free.

© Christmas
atLeadenhall
Market
Whetheryou’ve got
Potterheadsonyour
handsoryou’rejust
keentogetoutofthe
house, thisdisplay
really is magical
(andthere’smulled
wine for parents).

-> Leadenhall Market.

© Monument. Until Jan 1. Free.

GROTTOS

0O Deck the Halls
at Sutton House
How’sthis for
ambitious? Hackney’s
oldesthouseiscovering
500yearsof Christmas
traditions, fromthe
Tudorstonow.

-> Sutton House. Homerton
Overground. Until Dec 22.
£9.50,£5.50 child.

From 14 Dec

WORKSHOPS

QG CraftlIt!
Homemadetree
decorations are always
best-and yourkids
canmakethemat

the V&A Museum

of Childhood’s free
workshops.

- V&A Museum of Childhood.
© Bethnal Green.

Dec27-29. Free.

The classic family story, as
you’ve never seen it before.

1.8 888

The Guardian

1.8 .88

The Times

G Santa’s
Snowflake Grotto
atWestfield

Themaninthered
suitispayingavisit

to Stratford thisyear,
takingupresidence
inacosy cabin. Book
infora20-minute
visit, wherelittle ones
cancreate theirown
decorations, receive a
giftand, of course, get
their phototaken. It’s
alsoon at Westfield
Shepherd’s Bush.

-> Westfield Stratford City.

© Stratford. Until Dec 24. £7.50.

Time Out London December 10 — 16 2019

© Gingerbread
House Making
Workshop

Don’tjust marvel at
thisyear’stasty display
—learntobuild your
ownspiced and
sweet creation!
-> Museum of
Architecture at
Somerset House.

© Temple.
UntilJan 5.
£35 for P

CAROL

CONCERTS

© Carols at the
Royal Albert Hall
Eventhe mostardent
Scrooge couldn’t
resistthe charm of this
traditional singalong.
- Royal Albert Hall.

© South Kensington.

Dec 21-24. £20-£90.50.

© Christmas
Choirs at the V&A
The V&A’'s Grand
Entrance has fabulous
acoustics: you'llhear
what we meanwhen
youencountera
choirsinging
% yourfavecarols.
. >V&A.©South
Kensington.
Until Dec 30.
Free.

Cinderella’

PANTOS

© ‘Goldilocks and
theThree Bears’
Julian Clary, Paul
O’Grady, Matt Baker
andtherestofthe
Palladium panto crew
takeyouonaporridge-
tasticadventure

-> London Palladium.

© Oxford Circus. Until Jan 12.
£20-£175.

© ‘Cinderella’
TheLyric
Hammersmith’s
annual pantoisalways
quality, butthisone’s
particularly heart-
warming. Timmika
Ramsay’s ‘Cinderella’
isastargazingscientist
who fallsforasocially
awkward prince.

-> Lyric Hammersmith.

© Hammersmith. Until Jan 5.
£15-£46,£15-£42 under-16s.

O‘Snow White’

The much-loved
northLondonvenue
isputtingonits
mammoth annual
panto, complete with a
giant castof hundreds
oflocal youngsters.

- Chickenshed. © Cockf

UntilJan 11. £14-£22.50.

THEATRE

O ‘A Christmas
Carol’

TheOld Vic’shighly
rated adaptation has
returned forathird
victorylapandit’sas
heartwarmingasever.
-> 0ld Vic. © Waterloo.

Until Jan 18. £12-£67.50.

O‘Circus 1903’
Thisclassiccircus
showisepicinscale
and full of old-school
razzle-dazzle. It will
appeal toboth kids
and adults.

- Royal Festival Hall.

© Waterloo. Thu Dec 19-Jan 5.
£29.50-£125.

©‘Billionaire Boy’
Anewstaging of David
Walliams’s kids’ novel
iscomingtoLondon
for Christmas. It’sthe
‘RichieRich’-esque
tale ofaboywho has
potsof money but
nofriends.Thenhe
scoopsuparabble of
‘normal’ matesand
getsstuckinto plenty
ofadventures.

-> Bloomsbury Theatre.

© Euston Square. Fri Dec 13-
Jan5. £24.50-£31.50.

O ‘The Pixie and
the Pudding’

This festive show
featuresafamily who
fall foul of a tricksy
pixie. Based on afolk
story, it’'samusical
aboutwhat happens
when they move
theirfarmtothecity,
and forgettoleave
puddingout fora
magical visitor.

-> Little Angel Theatre.

© Angel. Until Feb 2. £15,£13
under-16s.

Find loads more family events at
timeout.com/kids

HELEN MAYBANKS



The iconic New York toyshop, FAO Schwarz,
has brought its magic to Selfridges London.

Discover more at selfridges.com/FAO SELFRIDGES@@



MARRIAGE STORY: WILSON WEBB; JOKER: NIKO TAVERNISE/WARNER BROS; ONCE UPON A TIME...IN HOLLYWOOD: ANDREW COOPER/CTMG

Films of

theyear

In the year that saw the fiftieth anniversary of
the moon landing, here’s our countdown of
the top flicks of the last 12 months

Once Upon aTime...
in Hollywood
Ifhe’sasgood ashis

word, Quentin Tarantino hasonly
one film left to make before he jacks
infilmmaking for ever. Asthislove
lettertolate’60s LA proves, he’d be
goingoutontop form. With Margot
Robbieasasylph-like Sharon Tate,
Brad Pittand Leonardo DiCaprio
teamingup foralovablyinsecure
on-screenbromanceandallthe
usual QT patter, it offers a nostalgic
fantasiatogettotallylostin.

Diego Maradona

AsifKapadiafollowed up the

majestic one-two of ‘Senna’
and ‘Amy’ with anothervibrant,
seriously cinematicdocthat’s far
moreemotional and affecting than
ithasanyrighttobe. Usingunseen
U-matic footage, it follows
Diego’sjourney from Napoli
folkheroto coke-addicted
outcast. Evenifyoucan’t
forgive Maradona for
thathandball, you at
least come away hating
himinagentler, more
understanding way.

Time Out London December 10 —

Pain and Glory
Aside from finding out

thatheshopsin Morrisons,
my favourite Antonio Banderas
factisthathisfirstever piece of
direction from Pedro Almoddvarin
‘Labyrinth of Passion’ wasto stare
atthe crotches of passers-by. Eight
collaborations on, Almoddvar gave
himabitmoretodointhisgorgeous
memoirofawaning filmmaker
lookingbackathislife. Withany
luck, it'llwin him an Oscarand he’ll
beabletoupgrade to Waitrose.

Apolio 11
Itwasthefiftieth anniversary

ofthemoonlandingand this
docarrived toremind uswhata
bastard-mad featit was. The massive
rocketboosters and vast, trundling
launchpad were eye-poppingonthe
bigscreen -and that was before

anyone had gone anywhere.

Director Todd Douglas
Millerletshisincredible
Nasafootagedoallthe
talking. The descent

ontothemoonis

pure hold-your-
breathcinema.

| .,' |
L
‘The Favourite’

‘Marriage Story’

Joker
Forsome, ‘Joker’ representsa

recklessempowering ofincels
thatripsoff Martin Scorsese’s back
catalogue; for others, it’sa minor
masterpiece that speaks hard truths
abouttheagewelivein,and boasting
amassively on-form Joaquin
Phoenix. For my money, it’sableak
watchbutmadewithreal craftand
stonkingset-pieces thatbuild on,
rather thanrip off, “Taxi Driver’and
thelike. Could have done without
that Gary Glitter track, mind you.

72

Seethefulllistof 2019’s best
films at timeout.com/film

‘Once Upon aTime...
in Hollywood’

For Sama

This collaboration

between Syrian
director Waad Al-Kateab
and Brit filmmaker Edward
Wattsisoneintheeye forany
filmgoer who thought they’d
seenitall before. Noonehad
witnessed anything quite like
thisultra-visceral verité doc
chartingthesiege —and slow
death - of Aleppoatthe hands
of President Assad. It’sarequiem
and ahowl of defiance, all at once.



Marriage Story

Like ‘Kramer vs Kramer’ vs Kramer
from ‘Seinfeld’, this marital-breakdown
masterpiece hasjustenough lolstoleaven
thetears. And there are plenty of those,
with Adam Driver and Scarlett Johansson
dazzlingin Noah Baumbach’s semi-
autobiographical tale. After allits cheesy
romcoms, Netflix delivered perhapsthe
ultimate anti-romcom. ®

"

‘ForSama’

Midsommar
With2018’s ‘Hereditary’,

horror movie auteur Ari Aster
madethenightaplace ofterrorand
goryshocks. Thisyear, he returned
withaquitebrilliant, sun-dazed
horror film that managed to put us
offdaylight too. Cheers, Ari. What
next? ‘Awful Shit GoesDown at
Dawn’? ‘Boo! It’s Sunset’?

The Favourite
Ifeighteenth-century

England was halfas much fun
asthisregal romp, you'd say to hell
withall theitchy skin complaints
and movebackthere. ‘The
Favourite’ playslike “The Crown’ on
nitrous, with courtly manoeuvres
worthy of Moliere. Emma Stone and
Rachel Weisz are pitch-perfect, but
Olivia Colmanstealsthe show.

The Souvenir
Fourdecadeson from

bumpinginto DerekJarman
inaSohocafé andbeinglenta
camera,Joanna Hoggdelivered her
masterpiece: ahumandramathat
embraced all the pains of growing
up, addiction and heartbreak.
Derekwould have been proud.

By Phil de Semlyen
Who admits that this list could radically
change when he sees ‘Cats’.

Jumanji:The Next Level *x»xx

Avideo game wants
to kill everyone that
playsit-ina fun way.

Because you need
The Rock’s Danny
DeVito impression
inyourlife.

Director Jake Kasdan
(12A) 123 mins.

The Kingmaker

A 2017 REBOOT of an old Robin Williams caper,
‘Jumanji’ turned out to be a pleasant surprise.

It keptjust the core idea of the 1995 original —a
boardgame tries to kill its players —and gave it a
modern tweak and loads of ‘Big’-style charm. And
guess what? The sequel is even better.

At the end of the first film, four teenagers had
survived living inside a video game and learned
that you can be more than people expect you to
be. A couple of years later, three are thriving but
one has decided he wants to go back to Jumaniji.
For gawky Spencer (Alex Wolf), real life cannot
compare to a videogame where he got to inhabit
The Rock. Hard to blame him, really.

The plot mechanics — beat the game, learn
some lessons —are broadly the same, but there’s
anew twist: old people. Spencer’s grandfather,
Eddie (Danny DeVito) and his estranged friend
Milo (Danny Glover) accidentally join the game.
And this time it's Eddie who gets The Rock avatar.

It can’t be overstated how much joy there isin
watching The Rock pretend to be a short, cranky
old man. He’s now the doofus of the group, rather
than the hero, and it works perfectly. The comedy
gets increasingly bonkers —a horse joins the cast
as alead character; there are body swaps within
body swaps - but it’s always silly rather than
stupid. It's enormous fun and played with all the
subtlety it demands (none) by an excellent cast.
The final credits suggest the game may not be
quite over. Bring it on. m Olly Richards

Yk kk

Ex-Filipino First

Lady Imelda Marcos
welcomes us into her
weird world.

Fora glimpse at
thatinfamous shoe
collection.

Director Lauren
Greenfield (15) 101 mins.

THERE’S ATHROWAWAY moment early in
Lauren Greenfield’s doc that says loads about
its subject, Imelda Marcos. The ex-Filipino First
Lady has rows of framed photographs of herself
with various world leaders laid out to wow the
filmmaker with. Lifting one, she knocks another.
There’s a series of loud smashes as frame after
frame falls to the ground. Marcos gazes on as an
assistant scurries to clear up the mess. This, it’s
clear, is a person used to breaking things and not
worrying about the consequences.

Marcos offers a few of these funny-horrifying
glimpses beneath her egotistical veneer. ‘The
Kingmaker’ opens with her dishing out cash to
clamouring kids like she’s feeding hungry ducks.
‘When | see Manila, | feel so sad,” she says. It
doesn’t occur to her than she and her long-dead
husband, who ran the country as a plaything for
21 years, might have had something to do that.

Greenfield doesn’t press Marcos on these
questions, preferring to reflect her excesses back
at her. The film’s first half packs in biographical
detail, dipping into her love of opulence and her
husband’s infidelities and political battles. Slowly,
though, ‘The Kingmaker’ turns into an acute study
of the psychology of power. Backdropped by the
rise of populist leader Rodrigo Duterte, it zooms
in on the ugly entitlement and decadence hard-
wired into this self-proclaimed dynasty. ‘l was
always criticised for being excessive,” Marcos
says, ‘but thatis mothering.” She makes a very
strange kind of mum. B Phil de Semlyen
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Because obvs.
- www.firebox.com. £19.99.

" ‘Close Encounters of
the Third Kind’ print
The fourth kind should be with
your living room wall.
- www.theartofmattferguson.com. £50.

M ‘Steamboat
Willie’ Lego
Do not adjust your eyes: Lego’s
tribute to the Disney classic is

in black and white.

' 4 > www.lego.com. £79.99.
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N ‘“Die Hard” Is a A ‘Wild and Crazy Guys’
Christmas Film’T-shirt The hair-raising tales behind

Now you have a cool your favourite '80s comedies.

T-shirt. Ho ho ho! - www.waterstones.com. £18.99.
-> www.lastexittonowhere.com. £20.

Ten perfect prezzies for the film fan in your life.
Photography Andy Parsons

4.,

\‘\.\“ A

N A24 Sci-Ficandle

The future smells way

1 BFI Membership better than we expected.
No cinéaste’s wallet should - www.joyastudio.com. £36.75.
be without this.
- www.bfi.org.uk/bfi-membership.
From £37.

1 ‘Fleabag:

The Scriptures’
Phoebe Waller-Bridge,
un-a-Waller-Bridged.
-> www.waterstones.com. £15.99.

M ‘Odeon Relics’ A Stanley Kubrick Limited
AKka fantastic cinema buildings Edition Film Collection
and where to find them. Best Christmas screeningsin The ideal gift for the psychotic
www.artdecomagpie.bigcartel.com. £25. London at timeout.com/film Al inyour life.

- www.shop.warnerbros.co.uk. £89.99.
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TIME oUT LOVES Peckhamplex

The secrets of SE15’s mighty community movie palace

It's cheap as chips e CheapeSt
1 Let’snotbeataround the bush: Elonnedﬁcl)?] :r-ll-h e

Peckhamplexisacebecauseit :
costslessthanafivertogetin. ‘Star _Peckhamplex
Wars’, ‘Avengers’...younameit, it’s is fantastic.
£4.99. ‘Thereare noplansto change It's right
theticket price, saysthe cinema’s opposite the
director John Reiss. The popcorn McDonald’s.
won’tempty your wallet either. And growi ng

up in south

It’s lovably old-school
Fromthewalls, which are

aJohn Waters pink, tothe

London that, to
me, was genius

queuesthat can form forthe because:
biggest releases (online booking is “Babes, we can
available), it’sthe kind of cinema go and watch
yougrew up with. Reiss saysbig afilmand 'l
refurbis planned for 2020, though
poshingitupisnotonthecards. take b2l tO,
Its staff are ace Her Majesty loves it McDonald’s
It supports local filmmakers 4 They’reafriendly bunch who 5 AsReissnotes, people come stra ight after
3 While other cinemachains know theironions. They’reall fromall over town. Onagood and - guess
werebusybanningit, paid the London Living Wage and week, its sixscreens willhost 10,000 what -the bus
Peckhamplex hosted the premiere therearebonusesthreetimesayear. filmgoers. Onareally good week, sto p ison |y
ofgangdrama ‘BlueStory’. ‘It’'sa ‘We’renotaPLC, says Reiss. “‘We youmightspotsuperfanandlocal yards away”’

home film forus,’ says Reiss. ‘It’s
apositive film with amessage.’

want to be profitable so everyone
herecangetareturn.’

Olivia Colman. Andyou can’targue
withthe Queen. B Philde Semlyen

ALSO OPENING PinkWall JeHe ke k

QT8:THE FIRST FIDDLER: A MIRACLE WELSH ACTOR-TURNED-FILMMAKER

EIGHT 2> OF MIRACLES . Tom Cullen knows his way round a naturalistic,
%k k 1.2.2.8 ¢ The S|x_-year_story o_f low-budget romance, having made his acting
Awatchablestabat Thebeloved 1964 a.re.latlonshlptold in breakthrough in Andrew Haigh’s gem ‘Weekend’.
makingadocabout stage musicalisthe sixinstalments. Here he directs his IRL partner Tatiana Maslany
Quentin Tarantino subject of this cockle- (‘Orphan Black’) in Powys’s answer to ‘Blue
without the man warming doc packed . Valentine’. Maslany’s aspiring producer Jenna
himself, this film with ace contributors Itsawarm h'ugfor and Jay Duplass’s cheerily ambition-free
haseverything (Lin-Manuel Miranda, anyone who's had photographer Leon fall in love and drift apart over
-charismatic Joel Grey) and smart their heart broken. six years and six non-sequential vignettes. It's
contributors, clips, historylessons. Evenif _ rather lovely and endlessly relatable.
behind-the-scenes CITIZEN K you've never hummed DirectorTom Cullen (15) It's not just the presence of ‘Cyrus’ director
bits, and Jamie Foxx HoH Ak anoteof ‘If[Were a AT, Duplass on screen that gives ‘Pink Wall’ a

saying ‘motherfucker’ | Beinganoligarch Rich Man’, you’llbe mumblecore vibe. With his camera up close and
alot-barthethoughts | isallsuperyachts singingalongbythe personal, Cullen lets his actors joustin long
ofthe notorious and privatejets, end. Greer McNally dialogue scenes as they chew over everything
directorand much right? Notif Alex from the awesomeness of The Meters’ ‘Cissy
sense of objectivity. Gibney’s portrait of SONS OF Strut’ to their feelings about having kids. They fall
Whetherthisisa powerbroker-turned- DENMARK in love and, occasionally, fall apart. There’s some
dealbreaker depends prisoner Mikhail >k k pass-agg pasta eating and a dinner party which
onyourlevel of Khodorkovsky is Thissolid Danish starts with good vibes and ends excruciatingly.
fandomand how anythingtogoby. police procedural Few scenes pass without something to say about
faryou’d wantitto Thelantern-jawed aboutterrorist cells relationships.

gobeyond fawning Moscovite makes a and far-right nutjobs What makes it stand out from the well-stocked
praise. Here—and broodingand candid ispacyand nicely ranks of indie relationship dramas is the way
despitehavingago(of | intervieweebut acted.Ifitgotroundto Cullen plays with traditional gender expectations.
sorts)attacklingthe Gibney’s forensiclook | addressingextremism ‘I don’t want to make myself small so you don’t
Weinstein question - atPutin’s Russia falls inany meaningful feel insecure,’ Jenna tells Leon. These prickly
theansweris:notvery. | shortofessential. way, it'd be athriller of exchanges are elevated by sparky turns from the
PhildeSemlyen PhildeSemlyen merit.m Chris Waywell two leads. You get why the pair would fall for each

Allthe biggest new films reviewed at
timeout.com/film

but you also get where the faultlines lie. Cullen
maps it all outin an impressive, touching debut. m
Phil de Semlyen

December 10 — 16 2019 Time Out London
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Nightlife

Edited by Oliver Keens
timeout.com/music @timeoutmusic

Lovebox Festival hasTyler,
Disclosure and Khalid

Plus Robyn, FKA Twigs, Mabel, Hot Chip...

NOW APPROACHING ITS
nineteenth (!) year, Lovebox has
firmly established itself as one

of London’s most consistently
brilliant festivals. That’s due in

no small part to some slam-dunk
programming, and the first wave
of acts confirmed for 2020 is no
exception.

R&B prodigy Khalid will be
headlining the Friday, UK house
duoDisclosure will be headlining
the Saturday, and Tyler,The Creator
willbe headlining the Sunday. Tyler
isaparticular coup because, five
years ago, the provocative rapper
was denied entry tothe UK when

Time Out London December 10 — 16 2019

It’s a beast, basically

hearrived at Heathrow ahead of his
planned Readingand Leeds festival
sets.Inaseemingly arbitraryand
unprecedented decision, Theresa
May, then home secretary, used anti-
terrorism legislation to refuse him
avisa.Sheexplained inastatement
thathis music, which contains 1
anti-gay slurs used by many other

artistswho’ve been allowed into b
the UK, ‘encouragesviolence and
intolerance ofhomosexuality’
and ‘fosters hatred with views
thatseektoprovoke othersto
terroristacts’. Because of this,
hehasn’t played a UK festival

. . Disclosure
since2013...untilnow. f i
. =

[



AMERICAN EXPRESS

presents

BST HYDE PARK

IILE

WITH SPECIAL GUESTS

RITA ORA
KESHA
ZARA LARSSON

PLUS MORE TO BE ANNOUNCED

SATURDAY 04 JULY 2020
HYDE PARKLONDON

They’ll allbe heading to west ontheFriday, while pop colossus
London’sGunnersbury Park,which ~ Rebyn, red-hot DJ Peggy Gou and
hasbeen Lovebox’shome since Calirapper-crooner Anderson .Paak
2018, whenthelong-running fest will all perform on the Saturday.
madethe move from east London’s Sunday will feature sets from two
Victoria Park. Asthistempting of UK music’s most compelling
trio of headlinerssuggests, after innovators: FKATwigs and Charli
five yearsas atwo-day festival, XCX. Loads moreacts willbe
Loveboxisexpandingtobecome announced indue course, but

athree-dayeragain. Thethird day
essentially replaces Citadel, which
tookplacein Gunnersbury Parkon
the Sunday following Lovebox’s

Lovebox2020isalready shapingup
tobeanabsolutebelter.m

Nick Levine

-> Gunnersbury Park. Jun 12-14 2020.

DISCLOSURE: SCOTT WISHART; LOVEBOX: BEN CREMIN

TYLER THE CREATOR: ZUMA PRESS/PA IMAGES;

Friday and Saturday.

British pop-R&B queen Mabel .
and London indietronicawhizzes More festivals at Y COvAL PARKS mmms Al AEG  axs
Hot Chip will also take to the stage timeout.com/music (B8 THE FOYAL PARKS SR e
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AMERICAN EXPRESS

presents

BST HYDE PARK

WITH SPECIAL GUESTS

PIXIES

- WHITE REAPER

& ﬁ;US MORE TO BE ANNOUNCED

amemcan Al

8
ﬁaﬁﬁ IT'HE ROYAL PARKS EXPRESS
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JUSTANNOUNCED

THE FIRST HEADLINER for Field Day 2020 has been
announced - and it’s a proper flex. Belfast boys Bicep
are bringing their big beats to London for an exclusive
live set, meaning it’ll be the only festie in the capital
that they’ll be hitting up. Strong stuff, indeed.

It’salittle bit bonkers how quickly Bicep have bulked
upintoa festival-topping mega name. They started just
tenyearsagoasablogger partnership, sharing dusted-
down Italo, house and discorecords. After turning to
DJingthey started producing retro-tinged tracks, before
settingup the Feel My Biceplabelin2012. They only
performed live for the first time four years ago, but their
nameona poster hasalready become asurefire way to
round-up ravers ready for aheady night out. Expect
somebig-roomstaples (‘Aura’, ‘Glue’) from their self-
titled debut LP.

Thisisthe firstannouncement for Field Day 2020,
which returnsto The Drumshedsin Meridian Water
afterbreakingin thesitelast year. The vast warehouse
spaces, including the new indoor main stage, will be
poppingoff continuously from 3pm to 3am on Saturday
July 11, makingitauniquelylate finisheramong
London’sone-day festivals. Oh, and first release tickets
areonly £35 —almost the same price as Bicep’s sold-out
March 2020 gigs at Brixton Academy, our Casiosinform
us. Getready to muscleinto the queue. mKyle MacNeill
-> Bicep play Field Day at The Drumsheds on July 11 2020.

More festivals at
timeout.com/music

BENC REMIN



MPERFECT LAST MINUTE GIFT IDEASY /| -9

SJM CONCERTS IN ASSOCIATION WITH WME PRESENT

30.03 09 SHEPHERDS
BUSH EMPIRE

TICKETS ON SALE 10AM N
FRIDAY 13 DECEMBER r E

RESCHEDULED DATE ORIGINAL TICKETS ;EEMAIN VAILD

30.0) The Garage

| THE ,

A 501H ANNINERSARY OF DANID BOWI€
PLAYING THE ROUNDHOUSE

© PLUS SPECIAL GUESTS WOODY WO Wl 2l

S‘AM FENDER S’ HoLY HoLY

FEATURING ORY (HEANEN 17

SATURGSIEISND JUNE 7 neacs’ ROUNDHOUSE

EXTRA DATE ADDED!

FRIDAY 05 JUNE |
LONDON EMIRATES STADIUM
GlGSANDTOURS.COM ‘ TICKETMASTER.CO.UK | THEKILLERSMUSIC.COM

SJM CONCERTS BY ARRANGEMENT WITH CA

REBECCA FER(‘L gw BRYAN FERRY ﬁ

L 3 - A DECEIVER TOUR
UK TOUR 2020 - 0 FEBRUARY 2020

= 11 &13 MARCH

/| - ) THURSDAY 27
Roval Albert Halk -_
BRYAI:}FERRY.COM ' '. 02 FUR“M

. GIGSANDTOURS.COM TICKETMASTER.CO.UK ROYALALBERTHALL.COM :
Thu 27t Feb 2020 Islington Assembly Hall KE"TISH Tuwn URER

AN S]JM CONCERTS PRESENTATION BY ARRANGEMENT WITH WME

AND com TOUR ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRIORITY BOOKING FIND USON fy B @@=




JORGE DREXLER

BADLY
DRAWN BOY

ALICE RUSSELL
KOKOROKO
JOHN GRANT

FATOUMATA
DIAWARA

ANAIS MITCHELL
BEVERLEY KNIGHT

MORE ACTS TO BE ANNOUNCED

INTIMATE SEATED SHOWS THAT
PUT YOU CLOSER TO THE MUSIC

U
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roundhouse.org.uk

Alternative
seasonal nights out
(if the office party
looks a bit lame)

Some Voices: Top of Your Pops "90s
Christmas Countdown

‘Some’ voices is underselling it, tbh - this choir
actually has around 500 members, and they’ll
be belting out *90s bangers from Britpop bops to
club classics at these big festive gigs. For added
nostalgi-kitsch appeal, the one and only Pat
Sharp (Dec 10) and the one and only Andi Peters
(Dec 11) will be hosting. Frankly, if this doesn’t
cure your Scrooge-like Yuletide blues, nothing
will.

-> Troxy. Tue Dec 10-Wed Dec 11.

AVery Kylie Christmas: A Fundraiser for
The Outside Project

Herr The Queen hosts a drag-fuelled celebration
of all things Kylie (not Jenner, obvs). All
proceeds go to LGBTQ+ community shelter The
Outside Project, so this Christmas party is equal
parts glamour, camp bangers and altruism.

-> The Glory. Thu Dec 12.

Caribbean Christmas with JustVibez
This free festive family party features an array
of traditional Caribbean music, stories and
performances. Calypso, parang and other
dancefloor-friendly Caribbean sounds will most
definitely warm your winter cockles.

-> Queen Elizabeth Hall. Sat Dec 14.



HerrThe Queen

The Big Brassy Christmas Party

Sick and tired of hearing the same boring
Christmas songs year after year? That’s cos you
haven’t heard them performed by ten-piece
brass band Old Dirty Brasstards. Prepare to
move your feet as they breathe new life (literally)
into some overplayed festive filler. Carols will
never be the same again.

- X0YO. Dec 19.

Paul Simon’s ‘Graceland’ by The London
African Gospel Choir

This one’s an annual tradition. The collective
of African singers, musicians and dancers
perform Paul Simon’s seminal album from

start to finish accompanied by a live band. The
choir has previously performed with the likes of
Emeli Sandé and Annie Lennox, and recorded
with Idris Elba and John Legend, so they have
serious, serious chops.

- Earth. Dec 20.

Ram Records Christmas Party

The revered drum and bass label brings its
‘infamous’ - their word! - Christmas bash
to Shoreditch dancing spot XOYO. With sets
from Calyx & Teebee, DJ Randall, Shimon,
Magnetude, Freek and loads more, it should
definitely be epic.

- X0YO. Dec 21.

. = London Communlty
// Gospel Choir

Music & Nightlife

Soul City Christmas Party

Held every Saturday at Camden’s famous Jazz
Cafe, this weekly club night aims to ‘connect
the dots between disco, house, soul and more
from across the ages’, and its penultimate
edition of 2019 is taking on a Christmas-
themed tinge. Plus, with Norman Jay taking
control of the music, you can guarantee there
won’t be any tragic festive singalongs to ruin
your evening.

-> Jazz Cafe. Dec 21.

Fever 105’s Disco Wonderland

You could celebrate the last full weekend
before Christmas in a tangle of Sellotape and
wrapping paper. Or you could be shaking your
seasonal tassels to disco giant Joey Negro, who
will be taking over Oval Space all night long
for Fever 105’s fifth annual festive get down.
Over the road at the Pickle Factory (room 2),
Bill Brewster and Red Greg will be digging deep
in their well-filled sacks for a marathon seven-
hour back-to-back session. Christmas just

got glittery. m

- Pickle Factory and Oval Space. Dec 21.

Loads more jingle balls
attimeout.com/music
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Wishing you a cool Yule from :everyone at

¥

Music & Nightlife

GIGS AND CLUBS

Give the gift of music, to yourself

PrinsThomas, an the Shoreditch club,
all-nighter from bringing weekly guests
Apollonia,aSunday includingParanoid
daytimetakeover from | London,Loefah,
CircaLoco Viennese chillsters Derrick May and more.
Bringingasmallsliver Kruder & Dorfmeister - X0YO. Jan 3-Mar 20 2020.
ofIbizatoaDecembery | andanacedouble-
London, thisall-day whammy of Saoirse Alice Russell
dance party features andRicardoVillalobos | TheSuffolkalt-soul
sets from Gerd onJanuary25. queen, whorefuses
Janson, Seth Troxler, - Fabric. Every Sat from Jan. tobeanythingbut
JobJobseand loads scintillatinglive, plays
more-all playingat Signal: End intheround nextyear.
thisstunningand vast Homelessness - Roundhouse. Jan 27 2020.
warehouse space. It’sthesecond
- Drumsheds. Sat Dec 14. outing of thislovely LWE Presents:
fundraiser for Crisis Sphere
and Shelter, thistime EatsEverything,
offering DJ Anna Wall Maceo Plex, Richie
and Fabric’s Terry Hawtin, Skream and
Francisintheclassiest | moreplayatthelaunch
Xmas partles & skatmg at various Iocatlons ravepubintown. ofthis party series, at
. -> The Lion & Lamb. Dec 20. sweet new Greenwich
Clubdefromage.com for detalls Fabric Saturdays venue Magazine.
= Manysonicdelights Dusky: X0YO - Magazine. Feb 15 2020.
are forthcoming Residency
attheFarringdon Theace London DJ IAMDDB
rave cave nextyear, duotakethereins Manchester’strap-jazz
includingsets from of Fridaysdown at queen has justbooked

Travel into London
tonlght from £2 40

Annie Mac presents four days
of gigs and panels taking
place all over London. With a
focus on future female talent
and emerging indie bands,
the excellent line-up includes
Joy Crookes, Beabadoobee
and Arlo Parks.

Various venues. Mar 4-7 2020.

Go and dlscover London at
timeout.com/off-peak

When travelling into Zone |, off-peak fares apply after 09:30, plus all day at
weekends and bank holidays. Fare shown is for an off-peak pay as you go
journey from Zone 2 into Zone | on Tube, DLR, London Overground and TfL
Rail services. Always touch in and out with the same card or device to pay
the right fare. To check your fare search TfL Single Fare Finder.

TRANSPORT
Fﬂ[ﬂ@@]ﬂ& FOR LONDON
EVERY JOURNEY MATTERS
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Music & Nightlife

With her disco banger
‘Don’t Start Now’ riding
high in the charts, the UK’s
reigning pop queen has
booked a 2020 arena tour.
Her second album ‘Future

Nostalgia’ |

is due next year too.
The 02. May 26-27 2020.

herbiggest London gig
todate.

-> 02 Academy Brixton.
Mar22020.

Gigi Masin
TheItalian ambient
musician performs
new album ‘Calypso’ at
the Southbank Centre.
-> Purcell Room. Mar 29 2020.

Aldous Harding
TheNew Zealand
folk-flecked singer
playswith a four-piece
backing.

-> Barbican. May 20 2020.

Despacio
Thebestdiscoin
theworld, runby
2manydjsand James
Murphy, complete
withdivinesound
quality and theatrical
glitter-ballblasts,
returnstotown.

-> Roundhouse. May 21-22.

The Isley Brothers
Now here’ssomething
to ‘Shout’ about:

the R&B/soullegends
haveannounced a
sixtieth(!)
anniversary tour.

-> Eventim Apollo. Jul 1 2020.

Latitude

The Suffolk fest boasts
Liam Gallagher, Haim
and Chemical Brothers
asheadliners. Michael
Kiwinukaand Charli
XCXareonthebill too.
- Henham Park.

Jul 16-19 2020.

Michael Bolton
Thessoft-rock singer,
whose career seemed
tooriginally hinge

on hisextraordinary
mane of curly locks,
provesthere’s more to
life than hair.

- Royal Albert Hall.
0ct92020.

PLUS MORE TO BE ANNOUNCED

SATURDAY 11 JULY 2020 |
HYDE PARK LONDON

’3”’.';" THE ROYAL PARKS amemen - All AEG  axs
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JACKIE SIBBLIES DRURY’S
dizzyingly inventive, Pulitzer
Prize-winning race-relations satire
‘Fairview’ manages the rare trick of
being righteously provocative while
more or less demanding you don’t
discuss what happens in it with
anybody who hasn’t seen it.
Indeed, the Young Vicrequested
reviewersrefrain from spoilering
this UK premiere, especiallyits third
act. (Possibly I've gonetoofareven
acknowledgingthereisathirdact.)
WhatIcandefinitely revealis
thattheplay’sfirstactsells you
adummy:itseesamiddle-class
African-American

Fairview

1. 8.8. 8.

styleas DonnaBanya’s precocious
daughter Keishais picked out by
aspotlight tomonologue away in
heartfelt fashion.

Butwhoexactlyissheaddressing
acrossthe fourth wall?

That questionisanswered inact
three, whichisthe mostIwill say
aboutactthree.

Thatleavesacttwo. Without
divulgingtoo much, it’s essentially
areplayofactonewithadded
white people. Let’snot getinto
the how, butthe whatisajaw-
droppingdiscussion aboutrace
betweenableeding-heartliberal,

adoucheyjockand

family prepare for abig aperformatively
birthday celebrationin Jackie Sibblies fabulousgay guy —all
mildly neurotic, mildly Drury’s toweringly Americans-plus
sitcom-ish, basically inventive satire on aFrench woman.
fairly normal fashion. the white gaze. Allofthem feel
Ofallthe gutsy blithely entitled
momentsinSibblies todiscusstheir
Drury’s play and Nadia We literally can’t tell opinionsonother
Latif’s production, you why you should races, butit’'swhen
thatopeningis see it, but you should. their conversation
perhapstheboldest: turnstowards their
‘Fairview’spendsa Young Vic. © Waterloo. opinions of African-
third ofitsrunning Until Jan 23. £10-£43. Americansthatthe
time pretendingit’s play startstobecome
abland domestic real watch-through-
drama.Itisnot. There your-fingersstuff.
are hintssomethingis That’syourlot
off:aradiodistorting forhard details,
weirdly; the odd way butinessence
mass dancingbreaks ‘Fairview’ unfolds
outinthehouse;an asasometimes
unexpected changein hysterically funny,
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sometimes deeply uncomfortable,
sometimes desperately
impassioned and earnest plea for
white American culturetoleave
black American culture alone. To
nottrytoappropriateit, fetishise
it, dismissit, renderitdowntoits
base componentsand repackage
andresellit; togiveitspacetobeits
ownthing.

Itisunquestionably a play that
hasresonance with theracial
politics of contemporary Britain.
Butitdoesfeellike there’sacultural
specificity at work here that means
itwon’tland with quite the same
wallop thatitdid in New York.
Bytheend, thewhiteaudienceis
clearlyimplicated in the behaviour

84

ofthe white characters. But we also
have somedistance, some cover
toduckbehind, because the white
characters herearen’tvery British -
Ithinkit probably goeseasieronus
thatan Americancrowd.
Regardless, itisafantastically
original and probing piece of
theatre. Although there are points
whentheintent of the playis clearly
tomakeitsaudience uncomfortable,
itshould be pointed out that Latif
marshalls aforthe most part hugely
entertaining, technically dextrous
spectacle, expertly steered from
sedatesitcom pastichetoall-out
chaos. There’s great work too from
designer Tom Scutt: he’screated a
lovely chintzy, middle-classhome
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set...and done some other stufftoo,

thatIcan’ttalkabout.

Ultimately, tobe awhite reviewer
of this play isto back up much of
whatit’ssayingabout white people
buttingin. Atleastbyaskingusto
refrain from spoilers, Sibblies Drury

istakingsome control, and has

hopefully spared her work from
the most excruciating excesses of

handwringingcritical analysis.

Butinanutshell: youshould gosee
‘Fairview’.Iguarantee you're in for

asurprise. ®

ByAndrzej tukowski
Who appreciated the
shout-out to the Slavs.

‘The Young
Vic's really
cool. Its plays
are centred on
my generation
andthey're
thought-
provoking and
they attract
lots of cool
talent.You can
alsogotoits
rooftop bar.
It's amazing,
onaquiet
afternoon, to
have a nice
meal there
andthena
lovely walk

on the South
Bank. Love the
YoungVic!

Amélie the Musical

* kK

Amusical
adaptation of
history’s most
whimsical film.

Audrey Brisson is
perfect castingas a
trickster-ish take on
the heroine.

Buy tickets at
timeout.com/
tickets

The Other Palace.
© Victoria. Until Feb 1.
£19.50-£65.

The Boy Friend

WHEN THIS MUSICAL take on 2001 romcom
‘Amélie’ floated into Broadway a few years back,
New York's critics rounded on it for being too
insipid, too sweet and not nearly French enough.
So Michael Fentiman'’s revival does its best to
inject some vim and vinaigre into proceedings.
Inthe title role, Audrey Brisson has a reedy voice
that pierces the show’s floaty love songs. Actor-
musicians fiddle and stomp their way through
ballads that could easily be forgettable. And the
cast’s accents francais are as pungent and phony
as knock-off Chanel perfume.

Is it enough to make ‘Amélie’ enchanting,
instead of just gently charming? Almost.
Brisson’s performance here is perfect: she
grew up touring with Cirque du Soleil, an
apprenticeship she completes by impishly
ascending to the top of the stage ona
lampshade. But the scenes of Amélie as saviour-
of-the-dispossessed still feel trite; her newfound
friends are thinly drawn, worn cardboard cut-outs.
‘Amélie’ is at its best when it’s slightly sending
up its own po-faced premise, like when its
protagonist’s Princess Di fixation culminates in
areverie of her own funeral, complete with white
flowers and a thunking piano number by Caolan
McCarthy, brilliantly impersonating Elton John.
This production doesn’t fix ‘Amélie the Musical’,
but mon dieu it makes it fun. mAlice Saville

ok k

SandyWilson’s
musical about

silly English toffs
frolicking in France.

Itis joyful in its total
daftness.

Menier Chocolate

Factory. © London Bridge.

Until Mar 7.
£39.50-£57.50.

NOT SO MUCH a musical as a lobotomy with
songs, Sandy Wilson’s 1953 opus ‘The Boy
Friend’ is an exercise in frothy escapism so
extreme it’s basically trolling us.

This wilfully frivolous homage to the roaring
'20s, that probably felt just as daft when it
premiered, charts the romantic mishaps of a
group of English toffs in the French Riviera.

The plot, such as itis, revolves around Polly
Browne, a young heiress at a fancy French
finishing school in Nice. For whatever reason
she fakes correspondence with an imaginary
boyfriend, only to fall for Tony, a young man on the
lam from his (naturally) stinking rich parents.

By all rights it should be a clarion call to
class war;infactitis so wilfully silly and utterly
delightful that you want to give each of the daft
rich people a tickle between the ears. This is
exactly what ‘The Boy Friend’ was always going
for, and director Matthew White plays it expertly
here. And Paul Farnsworth’s hyper-vivid set shifts
colour from aquamarine to amethyst, so the
whole thing looks like some waking dream.

It's not exactly the sort of show in which
individual performers get to do much more than
ham away (top ham is Janie Dee, having great
fun with a wilfully illogical French accent). But the
ensemble is spectacularly well drilled: it takes
an awful lot of talent to look this lightweight. m
Andrzej tukowski

Loads more theatre reviews
attimeout.com/theatre
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Theatre & Dance

Dick
Whittington
and His Cat

Yk k

RECENTLY, SOMEONE WORKED
out that ‘Aladdin’ is the UK’s
most-staged panto, but however
deeply attached we might be to
its orientalist cross-cultural mish-
mash, ‘Dick Whittington’ is a
much more satisfying story for
twenty-first-century Londoners.
It has everything: a rags-to-riches
transformation, romance, a chatty
catand limitless potential for knob
jokes. And in longtime Hackney
panto creator Susie McKenna’s new
version, italso has a post-Windrush
relevance that’s acid-sharp, without
tarnishing the show’s glitter.
McKenna takes inspiration from
the stories of her wife’s family, who
sailed to London on the Windrush.
Dick (Tarinn Callender) steps off
the boat, singing ‘| dreamed an
impossible dream’, only to discover
achilly ’'50s London where the

Ravens: Spassky

vs Fischer

inhabitants are quick to stare, and
the streets are still scarred by the
Blitz. Luckily, Dick lands a job in
Alderman Fitzwarren’s shop, where
he and his talking cat (Kat B) cause
pie-splatting mayhem before being
cast out on to the high seas.

The sparkly backdrops don’t
quite have the gorgeous coherence
of previous years’ efforts. But that
might be a niche quibble given that

Yk k

THIS IS A PLAY about chess. Lots of chess. But

Adrama... about
chess!

pretty much the only thing you don’t see anyone
dois: play a game of chess.
In 1972, Boris Spassky and Bobby Fischer met

in Reykjavik for the Chess World Championship,

This account of

an epic Cold War
showdown is
surprisingly thrilling.

aka ‘The Match of the Century’. Awin for Fischer
would end aeons of Soviet/Russian dominance
inthe sportand, as an American vs USSR
confrontation, act as a Cold War by proxy.

Tom Morton-Smith’s play predominantly

concentrates on the ‘everything else’ occurring

Hampstead Theatre.
© Swiss Cottage.
Until Jan 18. £25-£37.

outside of the matches themselves. What
actually looms bigger than the international
political backdrop is wunderkind Fischer’s

deranged behaviour. For large amounts of

the rest of it, he rages against anything and
everything there is to rage against, from chairs
and audiences to television cameras and his
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paranoid delusions about ‘Jewish conspiracies’.
In general, it's fascinating territory to
scrutinise —as indeed is the entire topic of the
play —but it also feels like a bit ‘too much’ at
points. It's hard to decide why the American
authorities, right up to Henry Kissinger, would
be publicly backing a man so clearly a massive
liability. We almost completely lose sight of
Spassky (Ronan Raftery), who for the most partis
just the extremely polite, respectful opponent.
There is, however, a whole lot to enjoy about
Annabelle Comyn’s production. But what should
be a brilliant showdown never becomes quite as
engaging as it could be. m Rosemary Waugh

the performers in front of them
are really giving this story their all:
Annette McLaughlin and Sue Kelvin
are a spectacular pairing as wicked
queen and good fairy, and seasoned
dame Clive Rowe is endlessly funny,
especially when his tropical song is
thrown off course by a wayward wig.
The '50s setting means glorious
tap routines galore, performed with
ramshackle vigour by young people

Midnight Movie

London’s flagship
panto is back.

All the usual panto
fun, plus a smartand
spiky homage to the
Windrush generation.

] Hackney Empire.
Hackney Central

~ Overground. Until Jan 5.

£10-£43.

from alocal dance school. Unlike
its glitzier rivals, this is a show that
relies on a lot of volunteer labour
and goodwill —there are regular
jokes about Dick’s rise to mayor
bringing the theatre more funding,

and biting digs at government cuts.

Whatever happens in the UK’s
real-life election, a panto this good
deserves your cash —and offers
handsome rewards. B Alice Saville

kK

‘WHEN YOUR PHYSICAL body is too fucked

Experimental play
aboutawoman
losing herselfin
the internet.

to be getting on with, that’s your digital body’s
time to shine.’ This is the premise of Eve Leigh’s
‘Midnight Movie’, a surreal stagger through a
single sleepless night, as a narrator tries to
distract herself from the chronic pain of her flesh

and blood by careening through the internet.

Some of itsideas
are brilliant, and it
looks amazing.

The narrator cannot perform so she employs
two avatars. Tom Penn plays the drums and
speaks the words; Nadia Nadarajah signs

the same words, her movements drifting and

Royal Court Upstairs.
© Sloane Square.
Until Dec 21. £15-£25.

dropping with a gorgeous balletic weight.

Rachel Bagshaw’s production plays with the
idea of the internet as a space no less real than
the physical world. The set design references the

vaporwave aesthetic, right down to the pastel-
and-neon '80s throwback lighting.

Scattered throughout are allusions to the
narrator’s life. But this allusive play also draws

Ka Bradley

on the real-life case of Elisa Lam, a young student

found dead in the rooftop water tank of an LA

hotel. It takes in mythology, urban legends and

dangerous chatrooms. It's not always apparent

what relevance each new story has until the end,

when Leigh ties all the tropes together and gives

us a moving disquisition on the digital body.
‘Midnight Movie’ is restless, imaginative

and stylish, but its rambling structure can

make for frustrating viewing. Although it’s a

bold, occasionally brilliant play, waiting for the

narrative to cohere does feel a bit like staring at

a spinny wheel of death as a page tries to load. m

MIDNIGHT MOVIE: HELEN MURRAY; DICK WHITTINGTON AND HIS CAT: ROBERT WORKMAN; RAVENS: SPASSKY VS FISHCHER; : MANUEL HARLAN



Theatre & Dance

NEW SHOWS

THE HOTTESTTHEATRE OPENINGS THIS WEEK

duoKanderand Ebb O’Grady and Nigel Three Sisters titleroleinthisrags-to- | Peter Pan Goes
WEST END (‘Chicago’, ‘Cabaret’). Haversonboard. InuaEllams’stake on riches panto. Wrong
- Wyndham’s Theatre. - London Palladium. Chekhovrelocatesthe - New Wimbledon Theatre. Tinkerbell goessplatin
© Leicester Square. Fri Dec 13- | - Oxford Circus. Until Jan 12. actionto’60s Nigeria. -© Wimbledon. Until Jan 5. thisjoyful spoof from
Captain Flinn Jan 11. £17.50-£137.50. £20-£149.50. - National Theatre, Lyttelton. | £13-£52. West End hitmongers
and the Pirate © Waterloo. Until Feb 19. Mischief Theatre.
Dinosaurs:The Girl from the A Kind of People £15-£75. The Duchess of - Alexandra Palace. Alexandra
Magic Cutlass North Country Playwright Gurpreet Malfi Palace rail. Fri Dec 13-Jan 5.
Swashbucklingkids’ Conor McPherson’s KaurBhatti makes Afterherred-hot £10-£43.
fun from puppetry mega-hit, Bob Dylan- herRoyal Courtdebut OFF- take on ‘Summer
maestros Les Petits. soundtrackeddramais | withthisstoryofa WEST END and Smoke’, Rebecca Potted Panto
Agesthree-plus. backinthe West End. struggling community. - Frecknall takeson CBBCduoDanand Jeff
- Christmas in Leicester - Gielgud Theatre. - Royal Court Theatre. avintagetragedy, condense seven classic
Square. € Leicester Square. -© Piccadilly Circus. Tue Dec 10- | -© Sloane Square. Until Jan 18. starring Lydia Wilson. pantosinto 80 madcap
Until Jan 5. £14-£24.50, Feb 1. £15-£127.50. £12-£49, The Catinthe Hat | - ameidaTheatre. minutes.
£12-£21.50 concs. Areturn for Katie -© Highbury & Islington. - Southwark Playhouse.
Goldilocks and The Ocean atthe | Mitchell’smuch-loved | untilsan25.£10-£42.50. © Elephant & Castle. Until Jan
Curtains theThree Bears End of the Lane takeon DrSeuss’s 11. £15-£25, £20 concs.
Abelated London The Palladium’s The NT’s Christmas rhymingKkids’ classic. One Under
premiere of amusical bantersome pantois showisaNeil Gaiman - Turbine Theatre. Battersea Winsome Pinnock’s Snowflake
murder-mystery with backwith funnymen adaptationaimed at Park Overground. Wed Dec 11- returntothelimelight | Awokedaughterand
songs by famed writing | Julian Clary, Paul teensand fantasy- Jan 11. From £10. continues with this herbaffled dad collide
lovingadults. reworked 2005 play. in Mike Bartlett’s
- National Theatre, Dorfman. Cinderella - Arcola Theatre. festive comedy.
-© Waterloo. Until Jan 25, Pussycat Doll Melody Dalston Junction Overground. - Kiln Theatre. © Kilburn.
TO P ~ s E I. I. I N G £15-£65. Thorntontakesthe Tue Dec 10-Dec 21. £10-£27. Tue Dec 10-Jan 25. £10-£32.50.
Swive [Elizabeth]
EllaHickson follows
up Time Out’sshow
0f2018 “The Writer’
ATTIMEOUT.COM,/TICKETS o018 The Writer EXCLUSIVE
ElizabethI.
1 -> Shakespeare’s Globe.

Eileen Atkins and Timothée
Chalamet star in this drama.

© Blackfriars. Until Feb 15.
£7-£62.

0ld Vic. Apr 6-May 23 2020.
Teenage Dick
2 Michael Longhurst
A knowingly ludicrous jukebox directsthe UK
show that’s full of '90s hits. premiere of Mike Lew’s
Shaftesbury Theatre. Until Jul 4 2020. high school take on
‘RichardIIT".

3

Dolly Parton’s rhinestone-
studded spectacular.

-> DonmarWarehouse.
© Covent Garden. Until Feb 1.
£10-£40.

‘THE SNOWMAN" AT
THE PEACOCK THEATRE

Savoy Theatre. Until May 23 2020.
4

A catchy British musical
about a teen drag queen.
Apollo Theatre. Until Aug 29 2020.

EXCLUSIVE

Don’t miss ‘Circus 1903’ a
mashup between a spectacular

5 circus and the award-winning V_Vanpa hear ‘Walking iq the Air’ in all of its spine-
James McAvoy stars. puppeteers from ‘War Horse'. tingling glory? Catch this spectacular, heart- -
Playhouse Theatre. Until Feb 29. Now up to 36 percent off. warming Raymond Briggs winter classic from just

£20.80. That's a massive 40% off.

FORTICKETS TO THE BEST

SHOWS AT GREAT PRICES

) TIMEOUT.COM/SNOW19

TIMEOUT.COM/1903

imeluit

THE BEST OF THE CITY

Ts&Cs apply.

Loads more London theatre listings at
timeout.com/theatre
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‘Forgotten
Masters: Indian
Painting for
the EastIndia
Company’

COLONIALISM DIDN’T just
come for the minerals, spices and
priceless artefacts, colonialism
came for the art too. As the East
India Company tightened its grip
on the Indian subcontinent in the
nineteenth century, it also grabbed
at the arts of the places it was
occupying.

Thisgorgeousshow brings
togetherbotanical, portrait

employ of Westerners. Their work
hasalwaysbeen anonymised as
‘Company Painting’, but now, here,
theartistsaretakingcentre stage.
There’scompromise involved in
thattransaction. The patronsdidn’t
want traditional painting, they
wanted watercolours on English
paper, they wanted European art,
buthadtogetitwithlocal artists.
SoIndianartistsused European

andeveryday materials, twisting
scene paintings Eastern formsinto
commissioned by Stunning nineteenth- Westernshapes.
wealthy European century paintings of Thebestwork
patrons. And if the subcontinent. isbotanicaland
nothingelse, you zoological. The
havetoadmitthey swirlingyamby

had taste. The artists These names have ChuniLall, the

they commissioned been forgotten, spirallingsquash by
were the masters it's time to start Rungiah, the hungry
oftheir fields - the remembering. storkby Shaikh Zain
greatest miniaturists, ud-Din, the cheeky
portraitists and textile Wallace Collection. batwithabonerbyan
designers of their © Bond St. Until Apr 19 artistfromthecircle
generations-and 2020. £12, concs available. of Bhawani Das.
now they wereinthe The composition of
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textile designers, the microscopic
detail of miniaturists, it’'sall here.
Yellapah of Vellore captures
asceticsand pujaris, butsoldiers
inBritish uniform, too. Ghulam
AliKhan paints dense groups of
merchants and courtiers. They
create beautiful, detailed worlds.
Butthisisastorywith twosides.
The firstisa Western narrative of
dominance and consumption:
the patronsare colonial figures
desperatetodrain, record and own
the culture, floraand faunaofthe
landsthey were occupying. Just
asthey consumed the physical
resources of the subcontinent, so
they consumed the ephemeral:
the hoardingand manipulation of
cultural production.
Theotherside ofthe storyisof
artistsas opportunists, seizing

Time Out London December 10 -
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theirchancetomakecash,anda
name for themselves, off the back of
European patronage.

There arelittle acts of rebellion
here - Shaikh Muhammad Amir
of Karraya’s refusal toinclude his
patronsin his paintings—butmore
thananything, there’sasense
ofidentity winning through. No
matter what these artists were asked
to paint, or how, or what materials
theywere madetouse, their
aestheticsshine through.

These names have been erased
formore thanacentury, now we can
watch as, rightfully, they are written
backintothe historybooks.m

By Eddy Frankel
Whose motto is ‘hate
colonialism, love gin
and tonic’.




BEST OF THE BEST

The top exhibitions you have
to see in London right now

1 Celia Paul
A modern queen of painting lets the light in with
sun-dappled portraits and seascapes.
-> Victoria Miro Wharf Road. ©©- 0Id St. Until Dec 20. Free.

1 Alfredo Jaar: ‘25 Years Later’
Jaar’s show is a haunting, heartwrenching look at the tragedy
of the Rwandan genocide. Painful, but brilliant.
- Goodman Gallery. © Piccadilly Circus. Until Jan 11. Free.

1 Steve McQueen: ‘Year 3’
The Oscar- and Turner Prize-winner’s project photographing
our city’s schoolkids is a thing of absolute joy.
-> Tate Britain. ©- Pimlico. Until May 3. Free.
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© MINNEAPOLIS INSTITUTE OF ART. CELIA PAUL: ANGUS

MILL PHOTOGRAPHY, COPYRIGHT THE ARTIST, COURTESY VICTORIA MIRO; STEVE MCQEEN: ‘YEAR 3': PHOTOGRAPHY @ TATE
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Art l Find more shows to see at

Valie Export

THERE’S ONE COLOUR that matters in Valie
Export’s art: red. It's the red of menstruation,
childbirth and the claret of Christ sipped at
Eucharist. Butit’s not a rich, winey shade. It's
at the orange end of the scale, like a thin trail of
blood through bathwater.

In 1980, Export’s gesamtkunstwerk appeared
atthe Venice Biennale, a ‘total artwork’ made
of awood and steel sculpture and 17 large
photographs mainly showing the artist draped,
crouching or lying across parts of Vienna. And
now it’s in this gallery in London, all of it together.

The central sculpture, ‘Geburtenbett’ (‘Birth
Bed’), is a giant wooden block the same shape
as the cartoon cheese a cartoon mouse would
eat. Out of it juts a board, with an old-fashioned
television monitor repeatedly showing the
transubstantiation part of the Catholic mass, and
two bent white legs spread open. From between

Time Out London December 10 — 16 2019

Big, bodily, bloody,
feminist sculptures
and photos.

Thisis one Export
worth importing.
Galerie Thaddaeus

Ropac. ©- Green Park.
UntilJan 25 2020. Free.

1. 8. 8.8 ¢

the legs run fluorescent tubes in that same light,
bright red.

Revisited years later, feminist art often feels
dated. But nothing in this exhibition has that
sense to it. Partly that’s because the points
Export makes still resonate. But she’s also riffing
on how the Austrian urban landscape (like most
others) was constructed to the measurements
of a citizen assumed to be a man. Meaning: the
world literally isn’t built to fit women —a fact
that’s barely changed in 2019.

Above all, though, Export’s work is still
affecting because it’s personal, and humans
never date as badly as political movements do. It
doesn’t get weighed down being a self-conscious
commentary, instead it’s just a visual expression
of what it’s like to be Valie Export. And that keeps
it feeling like a just-opened cut, not an old crusty
scab. mRosemary Waugh

COPYRIGHT VALIE EXPORT



JOHN SCOTT BLACKWELL

SUSHI FANS: GATHER ROUND.
Endoisnotlike any other omakase
restaurant (omakasebeingthe
‘chef’sselection’:likeatasting
menu, but more personal). At
least, notlike one you’ll find in this
city. London’somakasejointsare
typically small, reverential spaces,
the precision of the food mirrored
by formal serviceand hushed
voices. Endoisdifferent. First up,
thespaceislarge, lightand airy,
withwraparound glass offering
eighth-floorviews across White
City. Granted, thatincludesthe
backof Westfield (hello, Primark!
Hey, John Lewis!) but well, aview
isstillaview. There’s music. It may
be plinky plonky spa music, butit’s
music. The front of house crew are
insuits, butalsotrainers. The decor
isstylish: think upscale Muiji, all
sleekslatted wood, black textured
stoneand anenormous, ethereal
paper sculpture-cum-lampshade
billowing above your head. You'll sit
atlongL-shaped counterand then
wait foramealthat’s puretheatre.
Atanyonetime, there’llbe several
chefs, in full whites, tending to
someitem orother. One might
be manningthe bamboo vat of

RESTAURANT

Endo

1.8.0.8.8.¢

thefish sofreshitcould have been

steamingrice. Another, showing off
some terrifyingly good knife skills.
Thenthere’sthe main man, Endo
Kazutoshi, athird-generation ‘sushi
master’, who introduces most of
thedishes. Everything we ate was
dazzling. Even the (white) miso

served naked, butthatcame with the
faintest snowdrift of finely grated
wasabi root, plus curls of radish and
pretty petals. Then asuccession of
nigiri made with flawlesssushirice -
eachstill-warm grain had that hard-

soup. One, called ‘my
businesscard’, wasa
no-rice handroll:
afolded piece of nori
filled with three types
oftunaand brushed
with marinade
beforeserving. As
with many ofthe
dishes, itcame with
instructions. These
were simple: eatit
immediately, please.
Later, therewas
aplate of sashimi,

An eighth-floor
omakase (tasting
menu) restaurant
in White City.

It's the best omakase
experience in London.

8th floor, The Helios,
Television Centre, 101 Wood

Lane,W12 7FR.-© Wood Lane.

to-achieve harmony
of quietly vinegary,
delicately sugar-and-
salt, just sticky-but-
still-separate —and
topped with thelikes
of silky marinated
Irish oyster, ora piece
ofsquidsotenderit
waslike eatingjelly.
Forthesalmon
nigiri, there was
moredrama. ‘Are you
ready? oneofthe
teamasked. They

handedawoodenboxalong:likea
grown-up game of pass the parcel,
wherethe prizeisasniffinside the
box.Inhere, sureenough, ashiny
fillet of salmon was quietly smoking.
Quickasaflash, it was pulled out,
slicedupandserved.

The mackerel and lobster
tempurawas exquisite, aswasthe
grade four wagyu (the second-
highest thereis). And finally—ata
separate dessert-slash-drinks bar
—raspberries with yuzu cream, pear
and creme fraiche. By comparison,
thisdish was forgettable. But overall,
Endoisasclosetoaperfectomakase
experienceasyou’ll get, notleast
because of the appeal of the setting
and thewarmth of the welcome.
It’snot cheap (thelunch, at £60 for
11 courses, isthebest valuewayin,
the 18-coursedinner afairly brutal
£180)butifyou’ve not yet written
your letter to Santa, put this place on
yourwish list.m
Dinner for two (18 courses) with
drinks and service: around £445.

ByTania Ballantine
Who would also like
some glitter stickers
in her stocking.
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Food

Harlequin

Yk k

THE DEFINING CHARACTERISTIC
of this patch of south Chelsea
(apart from hordes of Sloanes) is
being near the nowhere station of
Imperial Wharf and little else. So it’s
alovely surprise to find a restaurant
as cracking as Harlequin.

The pedigree is undeniable,
though. It’'s been opened by Toby
Neill (co-founder of Hackney’s
underrated Nest) and chef James
Erasmus (late of The Ledbury and
The Harwood Arms). The monthly,
seasonal, five-course set menu —
archetypally British in execution but
inflected with a few subtle South
African notes —was near-faultless.

There was a cheese-and-ale dip
with a chunky knot of homemade
pretzel: basically a bowlful of
addictive, unset rarebit topping.
Then akiller little salad of wild
mushrooms, bitter wisps of frisée
and nobbles of walnut. The breading
on adinky slab of plaice gave a
bit of chip-shop texture, cheffily

undercut with shredded parsnip and
a chowder of bacon and clam. And
while a beautiful cut of fallow deer
didn’t need the double-sweet hit of
beetroot and sloe, the scattering

of red endive made for a winningly
autumnal plate.

And, finally, there was an orange-
and-hazelnut millefeuille, with
heroically salty (if over-thick) pastry
and quenelle of chocolate ice cream
closerto gossamer-light mousse.

At £45 a head for the food it's
objectively a bargain. Even more
so given the excellent booze list,
highly affable front of house and
vibey room, with its irregular central
oak table and paintings of ducks.
Harlequin’s a brilliantly executed
spot. Hell, it might even make south
Chelsea a dining destination. m
Tom Howells
Dinner for two with drinks and
service: around £135.

A seasonal set-menu
spot on Wandsworth
Bridge Road.

Forthe best of Brit
and Saffy flavours.
Don’t miss the
cheese-and-ale dip.

194 Wandsworth Bridge
Rd, SW6 2UF. Imperial Wharf
Overground.

EXCLUSIVE

Save 20% aking
and tasti 'S
Laki Ka ody
bag too. .20.

TIMEOUT.COM/LAKE

BBAR

LONDON WETLANDS

Going out? Try here.

—

d Listing ——

THE ADMIRAL

THE BLUES KITCHEN

SAYS: CENTRE SAYS:

‘London Wetlands Centre is fun for the
whole family, with a range of activities for
everyone to enjoy. Hop aboard a husky
sleigh ride, help the elves make special
gifts for Christmas and go wild in the
indoor and outdoor play areas. Plus,

you can now enjoy special Christmas
weekends from now until December 15.
Queen Elizabeth’s Walk, SW13 9WT.

‘Plan the perfect festive event at bbar,
opposite The Royal Mews, Buckingham
Palace. Enjoy 50-plus festive cocktails,
including signature gin and tonics, plus
delicious canapés and Christmas menus
with a South African twist. The beautiful
event spaces cater for parties of up to
300, with live music and private bars.’

43 Buckingham Palace Rd, SW1W OPP.

CODRINGTON SAYS:

‘Together with Sipsmith Gin, The Admiral
Codrington has launched its Sipsmith
Winter Lodge, outside on its heated
terrace. Step into this winter wonderland
with twinkly Christmas lights, beautifully
decorated trees and cosy blankets, and
snuggle up whilst sipping on specially
crafted Sipsmith winter tipples.’

17 Mossop St, SW3 2LY.

SAYS:

‘This NYE, welcome 2020 in true Blues
Kitchen style, with live music, confetti,
cocktails and DJs spinning the best
funk, soul and rock 'n’ roll tunes. Get
moving till the sun comes up and expect
ajam-packed night of entertainment.
With tickets starting at just £25, you're
guaranteed a night to remember.’
134-146 Curtain Rd, EC2A 3AR.
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MEZA: ED MARSHALL

THREE OF THE BEST
‘Beirut Nights

Budget Lebanese
restaurants e

really good
Lebanese food.
They have great
chargrilled
chicken, lean
meats, patties:
it's really nice.
And there’s
shisha as well.
I've been going
foralongtime

with one of
Meza my closest
Kook . friends, Luisha,
Thesecond branch of this popular restaurant is all about who used to
friendly service, low prices and freshly made meze. Our tip:
take me there

try the falafels or the ful medames (lemon-spiked fava beans). )
- 70 Mitcham Rd, SW17 9NA. © Tooting Broadway. afterschool.

- 19 Abbey Rd,NW10

7RB.© Park Royal.

EXCLUSIVE

LIMA FITZROVIA

Middleat
Yk k
This canteen-style healthy lunch spot may have queues out
the door, butit’sworth the wait. Like at your fave kebab shop,
you can build your own bowl, with falafel or slow-cooked meat.
- 13 Caledonian Rd,N1 9DX. © King’s Cross.

Sample modern Peruvian dishes with flare, from
fresh tuna ceviche and braised suckling pig to rich
chocolate mousse. Three courses and a glass of
prosecco are now just £29.

ko k )TIMEOUT.COM/LIMA
Thelargerjoint of this lovable Middle Eastern café pumps
outtop-notch meze, wraps and desserts on the cheap.
Staff know their stuffand there’s plenty for veggies, too.
-> 12 Winsley St, W1W 8HQ. © Oxford Circus.

imeluit

Ts&Cs apply. THE BEST OF THE CITY

More lush Lebanese at
timeout.com/lebanese

93 December 10 — 16 2019 Time Out London
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Edited by Laura Richards

timeout.com/bars @timeouteatdrink

BAR

The Golden
Lion

¥k Kk

THERE’S ENOUGH IN this
Camden pub’s recent history

to warrant a (very) Long Read

in The Guardian. The Golden
Lion’s landlord Dave Murphy
nearly had his family pub bought
mysteriously from underneath
him. It was saved from developers
in 2015, but only after exhausting
months that shifted the mood
around a boozer that had been the
family’s pride and joy. This year,
though, Murphy has partnered
with Trevor Hunt and Aaron
Carter (not that one) to move

the pub on.

Aspunters, the pair knew the best
bitsabout the Lion, so only light-
touch changes have been made
-notably, the removal ofa pool
table and fruities - to make way
fordining. Butthatdoesn’t mean
suede furniture and stiff formality.
Handsome features remain, like
the gorgeous partitioned bar. And
aspread of generationswasin

THREE OF THE BEST

Apres-skibars

Apres

This large-scale
lodge still manages
to feel cosy thanks to
twinkling lights and
sprigs of holly. Get its
timber frame shaking
when you take to the
floor after a hot toddy.
-> FlatIron Square, 53
Southwark St, SE1 1RU.

© London Bridge.

Savage Schloss
Scale the heights to
this rooftop bar—viaa
gondola-styled lift —for
ski-themed downtime.
Break a sweat with
virtual-reality skiing or
by glugging gluhwein to
a Europop soundtrack.
-> Savage Garden, Floor 12,
DoubleTree by Hilton, 7 Pepys St,
EC3N 4AF. -© Tower Hill.
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Alpine Lodge
Stepping into 100
Wardour St’s glass-
ceilinged atriumis like
entering a snowglobe,
now it's had a frosty
makeover. Drink
champagne cocktails
for fresh-off-the-slopes
rosy cheeks. m

- 100 Wardour St,W1F OTN.
© Tottenham Court Rd.

when we visited: a young rockabilly
coupleatthebar, two geezer dads
outwith theirsonsandsome
pensioners gathered underneath
thebunting.

There are now decent craft beers
(all £4.50 on ‘Craft Thursday’), but
real ale from the likes of Dark Star
isstill onthe roster. And as for the
Sunday roast, it’'shard tobelieve

A backstreet
Camden boozer with
anew gastro menu.

ForLondon’s most
{ bang-for-your-buck
Sunday roast.

88 Royal College St,
NW1 OTH. © Camden Town.

it’sreal: awhopping plate of pork
belly, with knockout cracklingand
lashings of trimmings costs only
£10.95. Hunt worked atIslington
gastropub The Drapers Arms and is
arunner-upin London’sillustrious
Scotch Egg Challenge, and it shows.
From here, itlooks as though this
Camden pubisenteringawhole
new goldenera. ® LauraRichards

DRINKTHIS

Szechuan

Visiting Waeska bar feels
like stepping on to another
planet (I mean, ithas a
trippy gazelle mounted

on the wall). Butits new
ethnobotany-inspired
menu is also out of this
world. Szechuan is a mix
oftequila, mezcaland a
szechuan bud you bite
into to set tastebuds
tingling. It's meant to have
medicinal properties — so
after-work drinks here are
crucial. ®m Paula Akpan

-> The Mandrake Hotel,

20-21 Newman St, W1T 1PG.

© Tottenham Court Rd. £15.

THE GOLDEN LION: ANDY PARSONS ; SZECHUAN: JODI HINDS; SAVAGE SCHLOSS: VIKTOR KERY PHOTOS KERYVIKTOR.NET
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Edited by Ellie Walker-Arnott
timeout.com/daytrips

IFYOU ONLY

DO ONETHING
Maltonis just 25
minutes by bus (No
181) from Castle
Howard, a country
estate that will
knock your socks
off. It’s not really
acastle,buta
barogue mansion
of epic proportions
surrounded by
fountains, walking
trails and rose
gardens. The
house has been
transformed for
Christmas with
open fires, candles
and a huge fir.

Malton

Great British grub, vegan beer and quirky shops

SITTING PRETTY ONTHE EDGE OF the
Howardian Hills, this Georgian market town
inspired Charles Dickens towrite ‘A Christmas
Carol’inthe 1840s. For more than acentury
thatwas Malton’s claim to fame, but then the
celebrated late chef Antonio Carluccio visited and
proclaimed the town ‘Yorkshire’s food capital’. It’s
amantlethat Malton works hard to keep. Come
forashopand acountrystroll but, above all, toeat.

Firstup

Visit Malton Museum for anintroductiontothe
town’s heritage. Pop in to Market Place, where
Georgian streets house heritage shopsand indie
design stores. Check out The Galleryforlocal art
and Cosy Cottage Soap for ethical skincare.

Soak up the vibes

BrowseThe Shambles, Malton’s atmospheric,
perfectly preserved nineteenth-century
shoppingstrip. It’'salsoworth checkingthe
filmschedule at Palace Cinema, a popularlocal
landmarkthat hasbeen restored with colourful
artdecodetailing fromits 1920s heyday.

Stop for lunch

Local Yorkshire produceisatthe heart of Malton’s
revival. Old-fashioned Malton Relish is excellent
forsimple, sustainable disheslike acountry
ploughman’s or grouse and pheasant pie. It’salso
thebestplaceintowntotryatraditional yorkshire
curdtart, or five.

Splash the cash

Graze your way through TalbotYard, a set of
stablesthat hasturned into agourmet food

hall. Highlights include Roost coffee, Bluebird
Bakery’ssourdough, chocolate orange gelato
from Groovy Moo and G&T macarons made by
Malton’s French master patissier, Florian Poirot.

Drink like a local

You could easily lose an afternoon to Malton’s
boozy innovators. Sample Yorkshire rhubarbin
aG&T at Rare Bird Distillery, and sup avegan beer
flight at Brass Castle Brewery’s offbeat taphouse.
Finish your crawl by slippinginto a high-backed
leather chesterfield at Maison duVin for the town’s
bestglassof wine. m Lorna Parkes

-> Get there: two hours 40 minutes by train from London King’s Cross; around three hours 45 minutes by car.

Tuckinto more tasty trips at timeout.com/ daytrips

WAKE UP HERE

There’s something as comfy
asold slippers about The
Talbot, a seventeenth-century
coaching inn converted into
a genteel hotel. The staff are
attentive but not too formal,
and a recent overhaul has
freshened up the interior,
creating a series of stylish
drawing rooms where you can
while away the hours reading or
taking afternoon tea. Vibrant
bedrooms boast four-poster
beds or roll-top baths,and a
cosy restaurant and bar with
aroaring open fire completes
the package. You won’t want
to leave — especially after
the sumptuous, neverending
breakfast championing local
produce. m Lorna Parkes
-> Malton, North Yorkshire. From £88
a night. www.talbotmalton.co.uk

December 10 — 16 2019 Time Out London

CASTLE HOWARD: JOHN POTTER/ALAMY; THE TALBOT: JOHN CAREY
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Don’t miss

Mousehole Harbour Lights

MISSED THE BIG Oxford Street
lights switch-on? Gather your
Christmas crew and make tracks
for this Cornish coastal cracker.
Every December, Mousehole
is transformed into a seaside
spectacle, complete with old-
fashioned festive fun like carol
singing and puppet theatre.
Visitors canspotglittering
shipsbobbinginthesea, giant
glowingwhalesand even arather

lost-looking Loch Ness Monstetr.
For maximumvillage vibes,
don’t miss the bigswitch-on, held
onSaturday December 14.It’1l
featurethelocal brassband and the
Mousehole Male Voice Choir, plusa
bigcommunity singalong. Mulled
wine should help warmup those
vocal chords. B Lucy Lovell
Mousehole, Cornwall. Switch-on: Sat Dec
14,6.30pm. Lights on: Sun Dec 15-Jan 4,
5pm-11pm. www.mouseholelights.org.uk

Woodland hideaways

Gliffaes Country House Hotel Powys

AgrandItalianate mansion in the Brecon

Beacons National Park, Gliffaesis surrounded by
woodlands and hugged by astretch of the river
Usk. Itexudeselegance, whether you'reindulging
inaspotofcroquetoratempting afternoontea.

From £105 a night. www.gliffaeshotel.com

Harry Potter’s birthplace

The Langdale Hotel Cumbria
Nestledina 35-acre forested estate, The Langdale
Hotel’s modest slate buildings blend in perfectly
with their surroundings. Enjoy fantastic walks
followed by serious pamperinginthespa. There’s
alsoapool, hottub, brilliant bar and restaurant.

YOU CAN ALMOST hear the
opening bars of the ‘Harry
Potter’ theme tune as you enter
Lavenham in Suffolk.

Standing proudly near the
centre ofthevillage, De Vere
House hasbeenbilled ‘the
birthplace of Harry Potter’,
thankstoa CGImash-up thatsaw
thisand otherlocal buildings
used prominently as Godric’s
Hollow in the penultimate film.

Builtinthe 1400sasa
huntinglodge for the wealthy
De Vere family, it’snow abed
and breakfast where guests can

Time Out London December 10 — 16 2019

expect crumpets, marshmallows
and chestnutstoroastonthe
open fireonarrival.

Thedecorstickstothe historic
theme with suits of armour,
wonkybeamed ceilingsand
four-posterbeds. Look out for
showstopping featuressuch as
the fifteenth-century carved
huntsmenin the frontdoorway
and original medieval wall
paintingsinthedining room.
Potterhead ornot, thisisa
bewitching place. M Sophie Hines

De Vere House, Lavenham, Suffolk. From
£120 a night. www.deverehouse.co.uk

From £140 a night. www.langdale.co.uk

TheTreehouse at Harptree Court
Somerset

Perched inthe boughsofan ancient oaktree, this
cosy treehouse features snuggly armchairs, alog
burnerand anenticingking-sized bed. Wake up to
birdsongbefore climbinginto aroll-top bath with

spectacular treetop views. mSophie Hines
From £245 a night. www.canopyandstars.co.uk

Find more rural retreats at
timeout.com/daytrips

GLIFFAES COUNTRY HOUSE HOTEL: POLLY LOVEGROVE; MOUSEHOLE HARBOURLIGHTS: SHUTTERSTOCK/



The new Taycan.
Soul, electrified.

Discover more at Porsche.co.uk/taycan




Taycan Turbo S: WLTP combined energy consumption 25.7 — 24.5 kWh/100 km; combined CO, emissions O g/km.





